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Revitalize
 PK-12 Education

CPRL partners with public 
school systems and allied 
organizations to provide 
research and consulting 

services to help them learn, 
grow, and improve. 

Reinvent 
Professional Education

CPRL prepares graduate 
students for careers leading 
public schools systems and 

nonprofits through our 
semester-long program.

The Center for Public Research and Leadership (CPRL) facilitated the D30 Working 
Group (WG) and supported the WG in generating recommendations to the NYC 
Department of Education.

CPRL strives to revitalize public school systems while reinventing professional 
education. CPRL conducts high-impact research and consulting projects for our clients 
in the education sector and provides rigorous coursework, skills training, and real world 
experiential learning for our graduate students who attend programs at Columbia 
University and across the country. 

Since our founding in 2011, CPRL has provided research and consulting support to state 
agencies, school districts, charter school organizations, foundations, advocacy groups, 
and others, completing 200 projects and counting.1 

About the Center for Public 
Research & Leadership
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Key Findings
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I. Community members across Long Island City perceive there to be 
elementary school capacity issues in the Long Island City area of D30.
○ However, more community members affiliated with the oversubscribed schools

(e.g. those that are affiliated with P.S. 78 or P.S. 384, or that live in the areas of 
Court Square, Hunters Point, Gantry Park, or Long Island City (neighborhood))
believe the Long Island City area needs more seats, when compared with those 
community members not affiliated with these schools (see Key Finding III)..

II. When asked what the NYCDOE should prioritize in deciding how to 
assign students to schools, the most frequently cited themes across all 
respondents and interviewees were: 
○ neighborhood proximity,
○ highly qualified teachers,
○ school capacity and avoiding overcrowding,
○ school resources, programs, and services that meet their child’s needs,
○ high-performing schools,
○ racial/ethnic diversity, and

○ school-family partnerships.

III. Community member priorities vary by school affiliation.
○ Community members affiliated with oversubscribed schools more frequently

prioritize neighborhood proximity than those affiliated with undersubscribed
schools.

○ Community members affiliated with oversubscribed schools more frequently 
mention avoiding overcrowding or concerns about having more seats for 
students.

IV. Community members recognize equity as an overarching value in D30 
elementary school admissions and enrollment. 
○ A substantial number of community members believe equity means fair and 

adequate access (e.g. policy or resources) for everyone based on their different 
levels of need.

○ Some community members believe that giving families more school choice 
would promote equity.

The following pages present evidence for each of these findings.
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(S) “Give everyone the same opportunity to join 
the schools; create more classrooms to support 
growth in the area.”

Interview
26 out of 37 interviewees 
mentioned EITHER a need 
for more seats, or concerns 
about avoiding 
overcrowding, or BOTH.

Survey Open Ended
19 out of 303 open-ended 
respondents mentioned a 
need for more seats.

Key Finding I: Community members perceive 
there to be elementary school capacity issues in 

the Long Island City area of D30.

(I) “I know that there isn't enough space in 
schools for the kids that live here. I see so many 
young families struggling with finding a place for 
their kids in the schools.”

(I) “Now that I live here and see the demographic, 
there are so many young children- from 0-2, so 
many. You can't walk down the block and not see 
two or three strollers. I know the challenge that we 
had here, so I can’t imagine when there are 
hundreds of young kids right on the boulevard and 
surrounding areas. There are definitely not enough 
seats. Not even close. That’s just from the eye test. 
People move into the area for the schools. People 
are not going to pay the type of rent here and then 
have to pay tuition across the water in Manhattan, 
so we need more seats for sure.“

(S) “If that's the case, socioeconomic and racial 
diversity should be top priority but also 
investment in resources to avoid overcrowded 
schools.”

49

Quotes from survey 
open-ended questions 
are indicated by an (S), 

and those from 
Interviews are 

indicated by an (I).

16 out of 303 open-ended 
respondents mentioned 
concerns about avoiding 
overcrowding.
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In multiple choice question 9 of the Community Engagement Survey, 
respondents were asked “What do you think the Department of Education 

should prioritize when deciding how to assign or admit students to 
elementary schools?” 

Respondents were directed to choose no more than 5 options.

Key Finding II: Below are the most frequently cited 
themes across all interviewees and survey respondents 

when asked what the NYCDOE should prioritize in 
deciding how to assign students to schools.

Figure 14. Priorities by Frequency of Selection
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(S) “Neighborhood kids within their zone school 
should be able to enroll first so they don't have to 
travel far for school.”

Interview
27 out of 37 interviewees
believe the NYCDOE should
prioritize student proximity..

Survey Open-Ended
89 out of 303 open-ended 
respondents believe the 
NYCDOE should prioritize 
student proximity.

Survey Multiple Choice
291 out of 429 multiple 
choice respondents
selected “neighborhood 
proximity” as one of their 
top enrollment priorities.

Community members across Long Island City said the NYCDOE should prioritize 
student proximity to their school when creating enrollment policies.

(I) “I think proximity is the most important thing, 
right, kids should get to school easily, to walk to 
school if it's possible.”

(I)  “Before I thought that you apply early enough 
and show that you want to be in a certain area, and 
you get priority. Now I realize that it’s where your 
address is and your priorities. Now I understand 
that where you live should be the number one 
priority. Proximity should be a priority. When we 
used to live here we had to drive 30 mins. even 
though we were not far. It is a huge difference 
when you live in the area.”

(S) “Considering proximity of home and school.”

51

Key Finding II: One of the most frequently cited themes 
across all interviewees and survey respondents was 

neighborhood proximity.
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Key Finding II: One of the most frequently cited themes 
across all interviewees and survey respondents was 

highly qualified teachers.

Many community members believe the NYCDOE should prioritize highly qualified 
teachers when creating enrollment policies.

(S) “[Equity means] highly qualified teachers, 
school program that is various and support 
individual needs of a student, safe, clean 
surroundings, providing healthy food and 
teaching healthy lifestyle.”

Survey Multiple Choice
287 out of 429 multiple 
choice respondents 
selected “highly qualified 
teaching staff” as one of 
their top enrollment 
priorities.

Survey Open-Ended
10 out of 303 open-ended 
respondents mentioned the 
importance of highly 
qualified teaching staff.

(I) “Teachers’ ability so my son can improve and 
grow. I like the school because they help me with 
transportation and right now my son’s teacher is very 
good.”

(I) “There are schools that my children go to that are 
amazing. I’ll give you an example, in the 
pandemic, the principal found a way to have live 
instruction all day and the science and social 
studies teachers taught so much that my son 
wanted to do more research or have 
conversations with us about what he was 
learning after school. Certain people give credit, 
but not enough, to how functional and positive the 
schools that already exist are.”

(S) “Schools in every area are provided the same 
resources when it comes to funding and 
qualified teachers. Selections should promote 
social and ethnic diversity. [S]tudents have a 
support network to ensure they feel safe and 
comfortable.”

52
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Interview
16 out of 37 interviewees
mentioned concerns about
avoiding overcrowding.

19 out of 37 interviewees
mentioned a need for
more seats.

Survey Open-Ended
17 out of 303 open-ended
respondents mentioned
concerns about avoiding
overcrowding.

19 out of 303 open-ended 
respondents mentioned a 
need for more seats.

Many community members believe the NYCDOE should prioritize avoiding 
overcrowding or a need for more seats when creating enrollment policies.

53

(I) “If there were enough seats there would be 
peace of mind. When I was speaking to the 
NYCDOE the alternative options for my child were 
less desirable schools, so much so that I kept him 
out of school until I got this one [P.S. 384]. I don't 
think the alternatives for people that live here are 
reasonable or realistic.”

(I) “Having kids close to me was my priority. Not 
sending them to an overcrowded school.”

(I) “We had been in this very overcrowded 
situation and with the enrollment decline, it 
might actually free up some seats in which case 
we could look at those seats and once those first 
two priorities [sibling and geographic] were filled 
with students, I could see doing a priority, either a 
geographic priority for kids outside the 
neighborhood.”

(I) “I don’t really have any long term 
considerations. I do think it might be 
overcrowded eventually and that makes me 
nervous.”

Key Finding II: One of the most frequently cited themes 
across all interviewees and survey respondents was 

avoiding overcrowding or a need for more seats.
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Many community members believe that the NYCDOE should prioritize school 
resources, programs, and services that meet their child’s needs when 

creating enrollment policies.

(I) “I want to say that the school closest to me 
provides therapy, supports for special needs, 
good teachers, specialized programs, after 
school. I want those things available in each 
school, so my child doesn’t have to travel far.” 

(I) “After that [prioritizing proximity to home] I 
learned about different programs and wanted 
to enroll my kid in a school with various 
programs.”

(S) “Prioritize the needs of Black, Latinx, public and 
temporary housing families in attending their most 
desired school and make sure the appropriate 
resources (transportation, after-school services) 
are widely available to them. Additionally, ensure 
that every school is an affirming space for 
marginalized identities with appropriate 
culturally responsive and sustaining curriculum 
and educational resources.“

54

(S) “Increased outreach, programs in all schools 
that serve a variety of student needs. Funding 
that would allow schools to serve students at a 
high level.”

Interview
15 out of 37 interviewees 
believe the NYCDOE should 
prioritize school resources, 
programs, and services when 
creating enrollment policies.

Survey Open-Ended
51 out of 429 open-ended 
respondents mentioned the 
importance of prioritizing 
school resources, programs, 
and services 

Survey Multiple Choice
97 out of 429 
multiple-choice 
respondents selected school 
resources, programs, and 
services as priorities the DOE 
should consider when 
creating enrollment policies

Key Finding II: One of the most frequently cited themes 
across all interviewees and survey respondents was 

school resources, programs, and services.
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Survey Multiple Choice
Over half of multiple choice respondents (234 out of 429) said they 
would be willing to send their child one mile or more to school, if 
transportation was provided and the school had ideal resources and 
programs for their child.

55

Many community members would send their elementary-aged child further to go to 
a school that had ideal resources and programs 

if transportation was provided.

Figure 15. Distance Community Members Would Travel 

Key Finding II: One of the most frequently cited themes 
across all interviewees and survey respondents was 

school resources, programs, and services.
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Interview
9 of 37 interviewees 
mentioned high 
performing schools as an 
enrollment priority.

Many community members believe that the NYCDOE should prioritize high 
performing schools when creating enrollment policies.

(S) “Strong school performance attracts families 
who want the best schools for their children. 
Families in every district should know that their 
local school/s meets a high standard.”

(I) “A good school is a place that adults and 
children want to go to everyday. A place where 
students are educated, teachers are loving. It’s a 
community place. A home away from home. 
Academics also need to be strong.”

(S) "I believe every family should be able to choose 
to send their child to an excellent school in their 
own neighborhood. There should be more schools, 
and all of the schools should be excellent."

56

(I) “Performance was very important to me 
when enrolling in schools (safety, teachers, 
administration, testing performance, etc.).”

Survey Multiple Choice
234 out of 429 
multiple-choice 
respondents selected 
“high performing schools” 
as an enrollment priority.

Survey Open-ended
16 out of 303 open-ended 
respondents mentioned 
high performing schools as 
an enrollment priority.

Key Finding II: One of the most frequently cited themes 
across all interviewees and survey respondents was 

high performing schools.
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Many community members believe the NYCDOE should prioritize racial and ethnic 
diversity when creating enrollment policies.

(S) “Selections should promote social and ethnic 
diversity. Students have a support network to 
ensure they feel safe and comfortable.”

Interview
23 out of 37 interviewees 
mentioned racial and 
ethnic diversity as an 
enrollment priority.

(I) “When you diversify a school, students learn 
from each other. I see that more now that we 
have Arabic and Chinese students coming in. 
Students want to learn more. By diversifying a 
school you’re allowing scholars to learn about 
other cultures and being accepting of other 
cultures.”

(I) “I strongly believe in diversity, I think that one 
thing I like about both schools where my kids are, 
it's hard not to be that way in LIC, but diversity is a 
big thing, so when you're selecting, that should be 
a key part. Kids should grow in an environment 
where diversity is present, and see people for who 
they are, and not color of the skin.”

(S) “Balanced zones so they naturally have 
diverse student bodies and wide variety of 
programs at each school.”

57

Survey Open-ended
49 out of 303 open-ended 
respondents mentioned 
racial and ethnic diversity 
as an enrollment priority.

Survey Multiple Choice
174 out of 429 
multiple-choice 
respondents selected 
racial and ethnic diversity 
as an enrollment priority.

Key Finding II: One of the most frequently cited themes 
across all interviewees and survey respondents was 

racial and ethnic diversity.
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Many community members believe the NYCDOE should prioritize strong 
school/family partnerships when creating enrollment policies.

(S) “Having the voice of students and their 
families play a crucial role in decision-making
to ensure their respective needs and 
circumstances are known and observed and met.”

Interview
20 out of 37 interviewees 
mentioned the importance 
of strong relationships 
between parents and school 
staff and teachers.

Survey Multiple Choice
16 out of 303 open-ended 
respondents chose “family 
and community involvement 
in the process of making 
school organizational 
decisions” as one of their top 
enrollment priorities. 

(I) “Parental involvement: parents really like to 
communicate with us teachers quite a lot, parents 
start to feel connected to the school, especially if 
they’ve sent their other kids there.”

(I) “A good school to me would be one that there is
fluid communication between teachers and 
parents, because schooling is not something that 
happens in a building alone, if I dont have lots of 
info back and forth between my child's teacher and 
principal, and community liaison, then I don't know 
what’s going on with my child.”

(I) “I really like how the principal and 
educators are creating culture and how they 
dealt with the pandemic. Families are on Class 
Dojo to communicate with teachers, etc.”

58

Key Finding II: One of the most frequently cited themes 
across all interviewees and survey respondents was 

strong school/family partnerships.

 

 

 



59

Community members affiliated with the oversubscribed schools more frequently 
said the NYCDOE should prioritize student proximity to their school when 

creating enrollment policies.

Interviews
17 out of 22 interviewees affiliated with the oversubscribed schools (e.g. 78, 384, 
or the areas of Court Square, Hunters Point, Gantry Park, or Long Island City) 
believe the NYCDOE should prioritize student proximity, compared to 10 out of 15
interviewees affiliated with the undersubscribed schools (e.g.  P.S. 76 or P.S. 111,
or the areas of Astoria, Dutch Kills, Queensbridge, or Ravenswood) believe the
NYCDOE should prioritize student proximity.

Survey Open-Ended
84 out of 207 open-ended respondents affiliated with the oversubscribed 
schools believe the NYCDOE should prioritize student proximity compared to 5
out of 66 open-ended respondents affiliated with the undersubscribed schools.

Survey Multiple Choice
206 out of 280 multiple choice respondents affiliated with the oversubscribed 
schools selected “neighborhood proximity” as one of their top enrollment 
priorities, compared to 73 out of 86 multiple choice respondents affiliated with 
the undersubscribed schools.
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Figure 16.  Prioritizing Proximity by Neighborhood Affiliation

Key Finding III: One priority that varies by community 
members’ school affiliation is neighborhood proximity.
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Interview
20 out of 22 interviewees affiliated with P. S. 78, P.S. 384, or the areas of Court 
Square, Hunters Point, Gantry Park, or Long Island City mentioned a need for 
more seats or concerns about overcrowding.

6 out of 15 interviewees affiliated with P.S. 76 or P.S. 111, or the areas of Astoria, 
Dutch Kills, Queensbridge, or Ravenswood mentioned a need for more seats 
or concerns about overcrowding.

Community members affiliated with the oversubscribed schools more frequently 
said there is a need for more seats in the district, or had concerns about 

overcrowding.

Survey Open-Ended - Avoiding Overcrowding
13 out of 207 open-ended respondents affiliated with 78, 384, or the areas of 
Court Square, Hunters Point, Gantry Park, or Long Island City mentioned 
concerns about avoiding overcrowding.

3 out of 66 open-ended respondents affiliated with P.S. 76 or P.S. 111, or the 
areas of Astoria, Dutch Kills, Queensbridge, or Ravenswood mentioned
concerns about avoiding overcrowding.

Survey Open-Ended - More Seats
17 out of 207 open-ended respondents affiliated with P.S. 78, 384, or the areas
of Court Square, Hunters Point, Gantry Park, or Long Island City mentioned a
need for more seats.

2 out of 66 open-ended respondents affiliated with P.S. 76 or P.S. 111, or the 
areas of Astoria, Dutch Kills, Queensbridge, or Ravenswood mentioned a need 
for more seats.

60

Key Finding III: One priority that varies by community 
members’ school affiliation is concerns for more seats / 

concerns about overcrowding in the district.
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Many community members mentioned equity as an enrollment priority.

(S) “I would prefer that this information be 
gathered primarily from families who have 
experienced inequity in their schooling. I want 
their voices to be elevated here.”

Interview
20 out of 37 interviewees 
mentioned equity as an 
enrollment priority.

Survey Open-ended
165 out of 303 open-ended 
respondents mentioned 
equity as an enrollment 
priority.

(I) “I feel like all LIC kids should have access to 
all LIC schools, we should incorporate a system 
where the more underserved get more access to 
nicer, better served schools.”

(I) “Everyone should be able to have the same 
resources and same opportunities for success. 
And should be given the appropriate tools for 
them to have success. If I have two parents in a 
household and I’ve been getting tutoring before I 
started school I’m going to be a little better off in 
terms of my ability to succeed in school. If someone 
doesn’t have that how do we make up for that 
ground? Do we try to give them the same support 
system so they can be on the same playing field at a 
certain time?”

(S) “Honestly equity needs to be achieved by 
overhauling the whole DOE system. Schools 
needs [sic] to be funded to reduce class size and 
improve  programs and curriculum, as well as 
teacher training.”

61

Key Finding IV: Community members recognized equity 
as an overarching value in D30 elementary school 

admissions and enrollment. 
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A substantial number of community members defined equity as meaning fair 
and adequate access (e.g. policy or resources) for everyone based on their 

different levels of need.

(S) “Resources are distributed fairly and justly while accounting for the 
fact that historic/systemic barriers (e.g., redlining) have been 
disproportionately borne by some groups more than others (e.g., 
BIPOC).”

(I) “Everyone gets the resources they need to succeed.”

(I) "Funding and resources are evenly spread out, But that allocation of 
resources and funding should be based on every school’s needs. Each 
school has different levels of need. It can’t be a cookie cutter plan, you’re 
dealing with real people who are not all the same.”

(S) “Equity means a lot of things, but in the context of schooling, it 
means that all children have access to high quality education that 
meets their needs.”

62

Key Finding IV: Community members recognized equity 
as an overarching value in D30 elementary school 

admissions and enrollment. 
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(S) “Ensure enough slots so that students have the 
option to attend a school of choice.”

(I) “if your kid goes to a school that isn’t meeting 
your kid’s needs for any reason, you should have 
the right to look for and learn about other school 
options for where to send your child. Parents 
must have some degree of choice between 
schools."

(I) “Everyone wants their kid to go to the best 
school, whether it's across the street or they need 
to be bussed. Allow people to choose and want to 
go to the school in their community.”

(S) “We need more well funded elementary and 
middle schools so that there are multiple good 
choices for families in the district.”

63

Some community members believe giving families more school choice 
would promote equity.

Survey Open-ended
56 out of 303 open-ended 
respondents mentioned 
school choice as an 
enrollment priority 

Interview
9 out of 37 interviewees 
mentioned school choice 
as an enrollment priority

Key Finding IV: Community members recognized equity 
as an overarching value in D30 elementary school 

admissions and enrollment. 
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School Profile Overview

Each profile contains (1) directory information about the school and (2) 
enrollment and demographic data. The directory information was collected by 
the Center for Public Research and Leadership at Columbia University. 

The enrollment and demographic data reported in the profiles are provided by 
the New York City Department of Education. The source for these data is the 
Demographic Snapshot. 

About the Data

This document presents information and data about four elementary schools in 
the Long Island City community: P.S. 76, P.S. 78, P.S. 111, and P.S. 384. Members 
of the LIC community identified these schools at the start of the District 30 
Working Group process as those impacted by potential policy changes. 
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https://infohub.nyced.org/reports/school-quality/information-and-data-overview


About P.S. 076Q 

The William Hallet School 
March 2022 

https://www.ps76q.org/
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The William Hallet School 
March 2022 



About PS/IS 078 

The Robert F. Wagner Jr. School 
March 2022 

https://www.ps78.com
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The Robert F. Wagner Jr. School 
April 2022 
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The Robert F. Wagner Jr. School 
March 2022 



About PS/IS 078 

The Robert F. Wagner Jr. School 
March 2022 



About P.S. 111Q 

Jacob Blackwell School 
March 2022 

https://www.ps111q.org


About P.S. 111Q 

Jacob Blackwell School 
April 2022 
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Jacob Blackwell School 
March 2022 



About P.S. 111Q 

Jacob Blackwell School 
March 2022 



About P.S. 384Q 

Hunters Point Elementary 
March 2022 

https://www.ps384q.org/


About P.S. 384Q 

Hunters Point Elementary 
April 2022 



About P.S. 384Q 

Hunters Point Elementary 
March 2022 



About P.S. 384Q 

Hunters Point Elementary 
March 2022 
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Demographic Snapshot – Citywide, Borough, District, and School

SY 2016-17 to 2020-21 -- All Grades

Enrollment counts are based on the October 31 Audited Register for the 2016-17 to 2019-20 school 
years. To account for the delay in the start of the school year, enrollment counts are based on the 
November 13 Audited Register for 2020-21. Enrollment for 2021-2022 is based on preliminary 
2021-2022 Audited Register.

* Please note that October 31 (and November 13) enrollment is not audited for charter schools or 
Pre-K Early Education Centers (NYCEECs). Charter schools are required to submit enrollment as of 
BEDS Day, the first Wednesday in October, to the New York State Department of Education.

Enrollment counts in the Demographic Snapshot will likely exceed operational enrollment counts 
due to the fact that long-term absence (LTA) students are excluded for funding purposes.

Data on students with disabilities, English Language Learners, students' poverty status, and 
students' Economic Need Value are as of the June 30 for each school year except in 2020-21. Data 
on SWDs, ELLs, Poverty, and ENI in the 2020-21 school year are as of March 19, 2021.

3-K and Pre-K enrollment totals include students in both full-day and half-day programs.

All schools listed are as of the 2020-21 school year. Schools closed before 2020-21 are not included 
in the school level tab but are included in the data for citywide, borough, and district. Programs and 
Pre-K NYC Early Education Centers (NYCEECs) are not included on the school-level tab.

Due to missing demographic information in rare cases at the time of the enrollment snapshot, 
demographic categories do not always add up to citywide totals.

Enrollment and demographic data shared the New York City Department of 
Education included the following notes:
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Queensbridge Zoning 
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