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INFORMATION ABOUT OUR RESEARCH PROJECT
TITLE OF THE PROJECT
“BBC Connected Histories” – opening up the oral history of the BBC.
OUR INVITATION FOR YOU TO TAKE PART
You are being invited to take part in a research project run by the University of Sussex in collaboration with the BBC, the Science Museum Group, Mass Observation, and the British Entertainment History Project.

Before you decide whether or not to take part, it’s important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully.
WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT?
BBC Connected Histories is a project that runs from April 2017 until December 2021. It aims to bring into the public realm one of the unknown treasures of broadcasting history: the many hundreds of recorded interviews in the BBC’s Oral History Collection – invaluable insider accounts from its own programme-makers, presenters, journalists, and managers, which throw new light on the BBC’s role in national life in the years since 1922. Working with the BBC, we will be digitising these interviews and making as many of them as possible available for everyone to see and hear online in time for the BBC’s Centenary in 2022.

But the project also wants to create a richer context for these interviews. We want to allow them to be seen and heard side-by-side with other historical sources that might help us understand the history of the BBC in new ways. We want, for instance, to include recollections from the public of watching TV or listening to radio while growing up, and are therefore aiming to collect memories from viewers and listeners in Britain and abroad. We want these new accounts to become just as much a part of the story of the BBC as the more official accounts in the BBC’s existing Oral History Collection. So we will aim, as far as possible, for the memories and interviews we collect to be made accessible online, for example, on BBC websites, and as a resource for current academic researchers, and in online ‘digital catalogues’ that will be of benefit to future researchers – indeed to anyone, anywhere who is interested in writing about, or simply knowing more about, the BBC. 
WHY HAVE I BEEN INVITED TO PARTICIPATE?
We believe that you have something important to contribute to our study: we want to know about  the role the BBC has played in your life.
If you have chosen to upload a comment to one of the BBC’s ‘100 Voices that Made the BBC’ websites, we want to be able to use your comment as part of our research project: to quote it in academic articles and books about BBC history, for instance, and to make it available online in a range of other academic and public platforms, so that it can be read and analysed, and so help lots of other people, including academic researchers, know more about the role of the BBC in people’s lives.
DO I HAVE TO TAKE PART?
No. It is entirely up to you to decide whether or not to take part.

If you are reading this while accessing one of the BBC’s ‘100 Voices that Made the BBC’ websites, you can decide not to upload a comment. However, as the BBC’s own terms and conditions make clear, if you do upload a comment you will automatically be giving your consent for it to be used widely by the BBC itself and by this current research project in the ways described above. Despite this, you can ask at any time for your comments to be removed both from BBC websites and any platform or resource associated with the BBC Connected Histories project, without giving a reason. You should bear in mind, however, that if you do ask to withdraw your contribution at a late stage in the research project, it might not be possible at that point to remove any references already made to it in published articles, books, or similar works of scholarship and journalism.  
WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO ME IF I TAKE PART?
If you do upload a comment to one of the BBC’s ‘100 Voices that Made the BBC’ websites, BBC editors will read what you’ve said and try, if possible, to publish it on the website. Academic researchers involved in the BBC Connected Histories project will also make a copy of your comments, and store them separately so they can be read, analysed and quoted by a wide range of researchers and appear on a wide range of other online platforms. 
WHAT ARE THE POSSIBLE DISADVANTAGES AND RISKS OF TAKING PART?
You will need to be aware that in giving your consent for your comments to be used as part of this research project, your comments might appear online, e.g. on a range of BBC websites and in a range of other academic and public forums, as well as in published academic articles or books, so that in theory anyone, anywhere might be able to access them. This also means that, in line with normal practice, we ask that you try to avoid saying anything damaging or libellous, or making comments which might reveal confidential information about third-parties or cause distress to others. If you aren’t able to do this, we might not be able to use your contribution.
WHAT ARE THE POSSIBLE BENEFITS OF TAKING PART?
We trust that taking part will provide you with an opportunity to relive some of your experiences and that you will find it rewarding to have your perspectives recognised publicly and that you will be pleased to have an opportunity to add your account to an historically significant collection of archived interviews. Taking part will allow your own individual memories or experiences to become part of the BBC story. It will allow others – academics, researchers, members of the public – to get a fuller, more rounded account of the BBC’s role in shaping modern life for many years to come. 
WILL MY INFORMATION IN THIS PROJECT BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL?
Yes. Even though by taking part your comments are likely to appear in a wide range of platforms and publications, such that anyone, anywhere might be able to access them and use them, we will keep any personal information we have about you – such as address, phone numbers, or emails – strictly confidential. We will do that by removing this data from your posting before we create digital versions of them – and this data will then be stored separately and securely for the duration of this project, and for a minimum period of 10 years after the end of the project, and will never be published: it will be retained on University of Sussex data drives protected by password and/or encryption to prevent unauthorised access, and also in hard-copy stored separately in locked cabinets accessible only by the Principal Investigator, Professor David Hendy, and a Project Administrator. 

We very much hope that you are willing to make your contribution to this project without wishing to be anonymous, simply because in oral history it is usually the case that interviewees positively welcome the chance to associated personally with their own memories and experiences. However, you do have the right not to be named if you so wish, and in the case of you wanting to be anonymous, we will remove your name from your posting before we create a digital version of your comments – and this personal data will then be stored separately and securely for the duration of this project, as detailed above. We do ask, however, that even if you wish to be anonymous, when reporting the data in any online forum or publication you allow us to refer to your age-range and gender. 
WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I WANT TO TAKE PART?
If you are reading this while accessing one of the BBC’s ‘100 Voices that Made the BBC’ websites, you take part in the project simply by uploading a comment to the ‘Have Your Say’ section. When you do this, you will automatically be giving your consent for it to be used widely by the BBC itself and in this current research project in the ways described above – so you don’t need to complete a separate consent form.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE RESULTS OF THE RESEARCH PROJECT?
If you are uploading a comment online, your testimony will be treated as a new historical resource for researchers in broadcasting history – both academic and public. Your account will be analysed by academic researchers in the project, and possibly quoted by them in academic publications and various online platforms, including the BBC, as well as in a variety of print and broadcast media. The memories you share with us – though not your personal details (e.g. address, emails, phone-numbers) - will eventually be published as what is called ‘linked open data’, which means, for instance, that anyone searching for historical memories of radio and television will be able to find your comments online, view them, and quote them. 
WHO IS ORGANISING AND FUNDING THE RESEARCH?
BBC Connected Histories is a project run by four members of academic staff at the University of Sussex, working in close collaboration with the BBC: Professor David Hendy, Dr Margaretta Jolly, and Dr Alban Webb, from the School of Media, Film and Music, and Professor Tim Hitchcock, from the School of History, Art History and Philosophy. These academics are also members of the Sussex Humanities Lab, which is supporting the project.

The project is funded by a grant from the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC), one of the main national funding councils for research in the UK. It also receives support in-kind from the BBC, the Science Museum Group, Mass Observation, the British Entertainment History Project, and the British Library. 
WHO HAS APPROVED THIS RESEARCH?
The project has been approved by the Social Sciences & Arts Cross-Schools Research Ethics Committee (C-REC) of the University of Sussex. 
CONTACT FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:
The Principal Investigator in this research project is Professor David Hendy, who can be contacted as follows:

Email: d.j.hendy@sussex.ac.uk 
Address: School of Media, Film and Music, University of Sussex, Silverstone Building, Arts Road, Falmer, East Sussex BN1 9RG.
Phone: 01273 606755 x3560
If you have any concerns about the way in which the study has been conducted, you should contact Dr Liz McDonnell, Chair of the Social Sciences & Arts Cross-Schools Research Ethics Committee (C-REC) of the University of Sussex:

Email: E.J.Mcdonnell@sussex.ac.uk 
Phone: 01273 606755 x3203
Please note: the University of Sussex has insurance in place to cover its legal liabilities in respect of this project.
finally… thank you for taking the time to read this information sheet!
Professor David Hendy

1 March 2017.
BBC Connected Histories
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