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INTERVIEW

[Note: This interview has not been edited by Ambassador Gillespie]

Q: Today is September 19, 1995. This is an interview with Ambassador Charles Anthony
Gillespie, Jr., known as Tony Gillespie. This is being done on behalf of the Association
for Diplomatic Studies and Training, and I'm Charles Stuart Kennedy.

I'd like to start this interview off at the beginning. Could you tell me a bit about your
background - when and where you were born and something about your family?

GILLESPIE: I was born in Long Beach, California in March, 1935.
Q: Did you miss the earthquake there, or not?

GILLESPIE: I missed the earthquake, but my parents didn't, and | heard a lot about it as |
grew up. My parents had come to California from Texas, where my father was born,
some time in the 1920s, | guess it was. My Dad was an officer of the Bank of America
and had been sort of lured from Texas, where he had been in banking as a young man, to
California by the fabled A. P. Giannini, the founder of the Bank of America.

My father was a young, trainee officer in the Bank of America. | think that he actually
worked in San Pedro, California, where there was a large community of immigrant
Yugoslav fishermen.

Q: Also, the U.S. Navy used to be based there. | had two brothers in the Navy - one on the
USS Arizona and one on the USS West Virginia.

GILLESPIE: Long Beach was a big Navy town at that point. My mother was from
Colorado, and my father, from Texas. My paternal grandfather had been a railroad
engineer for the Southern Pacific Railway. He was an immigrant from Ireland and
Scotland, actually. He came from Ireland, but his family went from Scotland to Ireland, I
believe, at an earlier time. My mother's family was Swedish. My maternal grandfather
was a building contractor who owned a construction company in El Paso, Texas. Shall |
talk a little bit more about my parents' background?

Q: Well, 1 don't think it's necessary. When you were growing up, you were obviously only
about five or six years old in 1941, when World War |1 started for the United States. For
the first part of your life this was the period of the Depression. Did this affect your family
at all? Being in banking it could have gone either way.

GILLESPIE: No. My father used to boast that he really was fortunate to work for the
Bank of America. | think that the most direct way in which my father and mother were
affected by the Depression - | am an only child - was, if | remember correctly, an unpaid
vacation of a few weeks. That was it. Other than that, he had job security throughout the



Depression and, for that reason, remained very loyal to the Bank of America. As my
father was a banker, | think that the Depression shaped a lot of his views about the world,
finance, money, and those kinds of things. Obviously, the Depression affected his
approach, and that of my mother, to finances and money and the way | was brought up.

However, even though I was young when World War |1 started, it was, | think now, a
defining moment for me. At the time of Pearl Harbor in 1941 my father was already 40
years of age. He felt very strongly that it was very important to do something about the
war. He volunteered for the Army, which needed Finance Officers. At age 40 he was
commissioned as a Lieutenant in the Army Finance Corps.

His first assignment, for training, was at Duke University in Durham, North Carolina. He
packed my mother and me up, and we went by train across the United States. | can still
remember vividly bits and pieces of that trip to North Carolina.

From there he was assigned to Portland, Maine, to Fort Williams. Again, he took us there.
| think that we stayed there for a couple of years. Then he was transferred to Fort Devens,
Massachusetts. We moved with him to Groton, Massachusetts. That began a sort of
peripatetic life style for me which, I think, has never really stopped. These moves took
me to the eastern part of the United States, which was very big in those days - all by train.

By the end of World War Il he had to make a decision about his future. By that time he
was a Lieutenant Colonel. He had been promoted rather rapidly - because of his age and
experience, | think. He had to decide whether to stay in the military service but he chose
to go back to California. My mother and | went back with him, of course. There was a
period of adjustment to being a stranger in Long Beach. | remember that on the first day
at school back in Long Beach, my mother decided that she would have me wear knickers.

Q: Oh, no!

GILLESPIE: You can imagine southern California kids in the mid-1940s - this must have
been 1946 or so - seeing this little kid dressed this way. | remember that | had my hair
slicked back. There I came to school with these funny looking pants and long socks. |
think that 1 came home rather scuffed up that afternoon.

Q: I thought that I wore my last pair of knickers about 1941 or so.

GILLESPIE: Well, my mother was very much caught up in what she had found on the
eastern seaboard. She thought that knickers would just be the cat's meow. My mother
always wanted to call me Anthony, which may tell you something. She never really liked
the name Tony.

Q: Where did you go to school?

GILLESPIE: I went through parochial Catholic schools in Long Beach, California. | was
convinced, and my Dad was convinced, that | was going to be an engineer - mechanical,



civil, or some kind of engineer. So | had to make a choice for schools. The son of one of
my father's friends was a football player at UCLA, the University of California at Los
Angeles. | idolized this guy, and nothing would do but for me to go to UCLA. | went to
parochial elementary school in Long Beach, parochial Catholic high school in Long
Beach, and then to UCLA as an undergraduate.

Q: Did the Catholic nuns form you...?

GILLESPIE: I was formed, first by the nuns, the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, known as the IHMs. Then the high school was run by the Holy Cross Brothers
from Notre Dame. So | had the two influences. The high school was not, of course,
coeducational. There was a Catholic girls' high school next to the boys' high school. The
sisters ran the girls' school, and the Holy Cross brothers ran us. This was interesting,
because even in the 1940s and the early 1950s it was already integrated racially, although
it was a private, parochial school. We had a very large contingent - and very noticeable to
people like me - of Latinos. Again, there were some Yugoslavs, the children of the
fishing community, and some Blacks.

Q: Most of the Yugoslavs there were from Croatia, from the Dalmatian Peninsula area.
GILLESPIE: Croatia, yes.

Q: I think that it's kind of interesting to understand the background of the people who
ended up in the Foreign Service. Did you get any feel for foreign affairs while you were
there in Long Beach?

GILLESPIE: It's hard to find a particular point of focus. However, | guess that | talked
about foreign affairs with my parents, who had always expressed an interest in what was
going on in the world. Furthermore, | think that | was fortunate to have as truly close
friends, both in elementary and through high school, some fellows whose families were
just a little different. The father of one of them was an editor of the Long Beach Express
Telegram. He was not the publisher or the managing editor - he was a senior editor. He
had a good family of five kids. My classmate's mother was a writer. My own mother had
fancied herself as a poet and writer. She never published anything but did a lot of writing
and read a lot. Then, the father of another one of my fellow students was a naval officer.
His son was a dear friend of mine - and both of these two people remain dear friends to
this day. His mother was Spanish by birth - born in Spain. That was always intriguing to
me. When | would go to either of these houses to spend the night or have a meal or
something, conversation always ranged fairly broadly into what was going on in the
world and so forth. So I suspect that that may have influenced me toward foreign affairs.

My high school itself - as far as | can recollect - didn't have any major international
affairs program. Of course, as soon as | got to UCLA, there was a lot of emphasis on
foreign affairs.

Q: What about your reading habits? I'm just curious about that.



GILLESPIE: My mother was the book person, the truly interesting and fascinating person
in my family. My Dad was not that interested in books. My mother just kept pushing
books at me. I recall that when | was still in what would have been junior high school, in
seventh or eighth grade, | took a book to school. | was still with the nuns, not the
brothers. One of the sisters there became very upset because this book was part of a
trilogy by Sigrid Undset - Kristen Lavrensdatter. She said to me, "What are you reading
that book for?" She seemed to be saying, "You're too young for that." My mother had just
said, "You know, I think that you should start reading these things."

So I started reading a lot of books early. I spent an awful lot of time talking about books
with my friend whose father was in the newspaper business. We became interested in
Ernest Hemingway and other writers on the Paris scene in the 1920s and 1930s. | recall
that at a certain point, when we were in high school, we fancied ourselves as intellectuals
and tried to take on all the trappings of that.

It's interesting how siblings can affect you. This friend's elder brother was just two or
three years older than he was. That doesn't seem all of that far ahead of us now, but at
that time he seemed much older to us. I recall that the elder brother had had this dream of
studying in France. So, while we were growing up, he was a little ahead of us. He was
planning, even in early high school, to go to the Sorbonne in Paris, which is where he
wanted to do his university studies. So he was studying French, very much on his own. |
remember that those were among the influences on me.

Q: When did you enter UCLA?
GILLESPIE: In 1954.

Q: The Korean War was just over. The Armistice had been signed in July, 1953. What
sort of a degree were you working toward?

GILLESPIE: Well, as | said, | had started out thinking that | was going to be an engineer.
| entered UCLA and looked at the requirements for a degree in engineering. | started to
take some of the basic, required math courses. | just hated them. It was just awful. I didn't
like any of it. | probably didn't like many of the people in the classes. So there | was,
caught up in this big institution, UCLA. At that time, if | remember correctly, there were
more than 10,000 students on campus. Of course, it was a big commuter, non- resident
school for Los Angeles as well. | lived at UCLA - did not try to commute from my home,
which was about 45 minutes or an hour away by car at that time.

After going through some up's and down's and counseling from friends, as well as
discussing the situation with my parents and others, | decided that something in the social
sciences or the humanities would be more suitable for me. | started out thinking that
English would be a good major. I was still an undergraduate, of course, and didn't have to
choose right away. Eventually, by trial and error and by talking to a number of people, |
ended up majoring in psychology. | got a bachelor's degree in psychology. Toward the



end of my course | concentrated on industrial psychology, quite frankly, because | knew
that I didn't want to go on in psychology as such. The only options there were to get a
terminal bachelor's degree or go on to get a Ph.D. in clinical psychology. That really did
not appeal to me. | was much more interested in human behavior on a lower scale.

Q: So you graduated from UCLA in, what, 19582 Then what happened?

GILLESPIE: WEell, as you said, | had missed serving during the Korean War, but you
couldn't miss the draft at that time. Conscription was still going on. Sure, | was
influenced by my father's experience and by my early childhood. It just seemed like a
natural thing to do.

There's even more of a story there. Earlier on | had dreamed of going to the United States
Naval Academy and had taken all of the competitive examinations for an appointment.
After a lot of hard work | had ended up with, if I remember correctly how the system
worked, a principal” and an alternate appointment to the Naval Academy and a principal
and an alternate appointment to the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, which had
been my fallback choice.

| was looking forward to attending the Naval Academy. | went down to San Diego,
California, with a friend of mine, who was the son of a naval officer and who had similar
kinds of appointments. We were all set to go off to school together at Annapolis,
Maryland. Then we both flunked the physical exam. His hearing was not at the required
level, and it turned out that | was color blind. Therefore, I could not pass the physical
exam for either Annapolis or West Point.

When it came time to decide what to do about the draft, compared to a future at UCLA, it
was an easy step for me to take Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) training. And
Army ROTC at that, because Navy ROTC was still closed to me because of my color
blindness.

Q: Your eyes were a tremendous determining factor in those days.

GILLESPIE: Color was very important. They had just started using these isochromatic
plates. | passed all of the colored yarn things, but they had these...

Q: Ishihara charts. I flunked them, too. [Laughter]

GILLESPIE: So you know the story. Anyway, | took Army ROTC and again had a
choice, after graduation, between either six months of active duty and a long period in the
Reserves or two years of active duty and a shorter period in the Reserves.

Since | wasn't exactly sure what you did with a bachelor's degree in psychology, and |
had no other, immediate prospects looming before me, | was commissioned on
graduation from UCLA in 1958 in the Army Intelligence Corps. In fact, | wore a uniform
instead of a cap and gown, which was the custom in those days.



| came here Washington, DC in February, 1958, during one of the worst snowstorms that
they had ever had. | went on to Baltimore and Fort Holabird in Dundalk, Maryland, on
the Southeast side of Baltimore, which at that time was the U.S. Army Intelligence
Center. | spent six months there in training to be an Intelligence Officer.

Then I went back to California and got married. During my six months at Fort Holabird |
had been intrigued by the work that was being done and the kinds of things that were
happening. We were all strongly anti-communist. We felt that there was an enemy out
there, and we intelligence people were in the front line.

Q: This was in 1958 in the middle of the Cold War.

GILLESPIE: Yes. | was given another choice. | could either go on with the two-year
period of service. However, if | was interested, the Army Intelligence people wanted
some linguistically qualified people. They had some very interesting assignments. If |
would just sign up for a third year in the Army, they would give me one of those good
assignments - and language and area training to go with it.

That seemed very attractive. So | asked, "What do you have to offer?" | think that | went
over to the Pentagon to talk to one of the Army Personnel Officers about this. He said,
"Here's what we'll do. We've never done this before. You're a Second Lieutenant. We've
never assigned a Second Lieutenant to an Attache Office in an Embassy overseas.
However, we'd like to start that, because we think that it would be good training for you
if you were to stay in military service, and we could get some benefit out of it." So they
told me, "Here are your orders. You are assigned, if you take this deal, to the U.S.
Embassy in Madrid, Spain, as a very junior, Assistant Attaché. And we will give you
adequate language and area training for that appointment.”

Now here was the "hooker." He said, "We have a language training facility in Monterey,
California - the Army Language School™” (now the Defense Languages Institute). He
continued, "However, that school really teaches the Spanish they speak in Latin America.
You would be going to Spain. They speak Spanish with a different accent there. What
we've arranged - for the first time ever - is to get two slots at the Foreign Service Institute
(FSI) in the State Department. You would be one of the first two Army officers ever to
attend the Foreign Service Institute. They teach a variety of Spanish that would serve you
well in Madrid. The other slot is for Italian language training, because we don't have
anybody who speaks good Italian. We're going to select another officer from your class to
go into Italian training. Would you be interested in Spanish language training at the FSI?"

Well, at this point | was back here in the Baltimore area. | had met all kinds of new
people at the Intelligence Center - guys from schools all over the U.S. | was very much
involved now in foreign affairs and had begun to have some sense of what the State
Department and the Foreign Service Institute might be, though | wasn't sure of all of the
details. So I bit.



Q: There's another part of the equation. What did your wife think about this?

GILLESPIE: At this point we were still engaged. We were in regular touch with one
another, but in those days, as she and | have discussed from time to time, her attitude was
kind of "whither thou goest, | go also.” [Laughter] While she is in no way a shrinking
violet and never has been, it just was the way it was, and she went along with it. It was
my commission, and | was earning the $222.30 a month. She thought this was just fine.
She had teacher's credentials. We had been engaged to be married for well over a year
and had known each other for three or four years. We had met as undergraduates at
UCLA. So | said, "Guess what, my dear,” and I told her. She said, "Well, that sounds
great."

| was talking to somebody just the other day about the whole renovation, if that's the right
word - the reconstruction of National Airport in Washington, DC. | was telling this
person, as | flew into National Airport the other day, that | looked back with great
nostalgia at my first arrival in Washington. | can remember how imposing it all seemed to
be when my wife and I first arrived in Washington. It was an August day in 1958 - we
had been married just a month. We had gotten on either a DC-6 or DC-7 and had flown
from California. My wife was wearing a suit, a hat, had gloves, full length stockings - the
whole works. | was wearing a suit and tie. You and | both know that when that airplane
door opened and we walked down the steps in Washington DC, having gotten on the
plane in Los Angeles, it meant facing wilting heat.

Still, it all sounded great. | think that my wife didn't know what an Embassy was -
certainly, 1 didn't know what it was. However, it all sounded attractive.

To cut a long story short, | went through 24 weeks of language training - or maybe it was
27 weeks. It was a little longer then. The course was to begin right away, in late August,
probably. It turned out that this Spanish language program was under U.S. Air Force
auspices. It was the Air Force that had a contract with the FSI. The Army bought into that
arrangement. The FSI had been training Air Force people, mainly for the bases in Spain
at Zaragoza and Torrejon which were building up then. These bases were just getting
under way, which was why the Air Force was training its officers and non- commissioned
officers (NCOs) in Spanish at the FSI, which also handled area training for Spain and the
Iberian peninsula.

Anyway, as | got into the program, | found out that it was really a mix of people. Some
were from the Air Force, the State Department, and from other government agencies in
Washington. It was held in the basement of Arlington Towers in Arlington, Virginia,
across the Potomac River from Washington, DC.

Q: As an alumnus of the FSI | might also say that the training space was an underground
garage of Arlington Towers, which had been partitioned off. You went in there and
almost literally never saw the light of day again.

GILLESPIE: Exactly. At that time we didn't even know that there was an area called
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Rosslyn. This was Arlington, Virginia, and if you look at this area now, it appears quite
different. We had a little apartment on N. 16th St. in Arlington, just off Wilson
Boulevard. So I could walk to Arlington Towers - to the "garage” - and attend class. The
system was basically the same system the FSI uses now. The books that were used were
earlier editions of the books that are used there today. The area studies are the same as
those taught today.

They tested me for language aptitude. 1 scored very high on that. | had studied Latin for
four years in my Catholic high school in California. In addition to that, | had studied
French. Again, this was high school French. | had not studied Spanish, interestingly
enough. Anyway, we were moving along in Spanish, really doing well. There was an
interesting group of instructors from Spain. There was, of course, a Latin American
contingent of instructors, but we didn't have much to do with them - until about early
October, 1958.

Then I was called over to the Pentagon and was told that the whole deal had fallen
through. To this day I don't really know what happened, but I could sense what might
have happened, with my experience to that point. They told me that my assignment to the
Attaché Office in Madrid had been canceled. The job was not going to be established. |
was told that | was assigned to Heidelberg in the Federal Republic of Germany or
somewhere near there. They told me that they would tell me what my unit would be later,
but "that's where you're going." | said, "Wow! Spanish isn't going to do me a lot of good,
is it?" The man | was talking to at the Pentagon said, "No." Then I said, "Let me go back
and talk to the people at the FSI and see what they think about this." At the FSI I think
that I talked to Don Bowen, who was the head of the languages program at the time, or at
least the Romance languages. Bowen said, "Hey, no problem! You've got a really good
aptitude for languages. We'll just take you out of the Spanish class and put you into a
German class. You won't have lost anything with the Spanish you've learned so far and,
believe me, we'll get you up to our [Grade of]"3-3" (Speaking ability 3 - useful; reading
comprehension 3 - useful) in German by the time you leave." So | told the Pentagon that |
wanted to go into the German class. They said, "No. We are paying for the Spanish class,
and you will do Spanish." So Bowen got on the phone and talked to different people in
the Pentagon. | remember sitting in his office. It was all very relaxed. So Bowen said to
me, "We'll fix them. I've always wanted to try this anyway. There is something you may
have studied in psychology called overlearning. We're going to "overlearn™ the daylights
out of you. We're going to turn you out of here with a "4-4" [Speaking ability 4 - fluent;
reading ability 4 - fluent] in Spanish. It will be so good that you'll never lose it." He
added, "We'll drop the area studies - you don't need that." The area studies were given in
the afternoon. He said, "I will put you with our Latin American instructors on a one on
one basis - individual instruction - for the remainder of your time here or as long as you
can take it, whichever comes first." And he did this.

Well, in that process a lot of things opened up, as it turned out. | got a lot more Spanish,
but it kind of got me all the way around. | forget exactly how it happened, but through the
instructors and others | got to know a lot of people who were students at the FSI. Some
were like me - recent college graduates. Some of them were junior Foreign Service
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Officers (FSOs.)
Q: When was this?

GILLESPIE: 1958. All of this happened roughly between August, 1958, and February,
1959. | remember we went through Christmas. Some of my neighbors in this apartment
complex we lived in were junior FSOs - Lanny Olinde and Michael Yohn, for example.
They were all recently married. One of these couples had one child. Another couple had
no children but were expecting. We didn't have any children, of course, as we were just
married. Through them we got to know other Foreign Service people. It didn't register at
the time, but obviously it must have done so, as a prelude to something else.

Anyway, | ended up with a "4-4" in Spanish just from classroom study.

Q: For the record here, "4-4" means fluent in Spanish. To do that in such a short time
means, first, that you really applied yourself, and, secondly, that you had a high aptitude
for languages.

GILLESPIE: Yes. To compress this long story a bit, we boarded a chartered Lockheed
Constellation plane in Fort Monmouth or Fort Dix, New Jersey and flew via
Newfoundland in Canada and Shannon, Ireland to Frankfurt, Germany, in early 1959. |
ended up assigned as the Operations Officer in a small intelligence organization in
Mannheim, Germany, just outside Heidelberg and across the Rhine River from
Ludwigshafen. | stayed in that job for about three years. Of course, | only had a
commitment to serve in the Army for three years.

However, a couple of things happened. First, I really thought that the work | was doing
was intriguing. The Army sent me down to Oberammergau for five months of German
training. | became pretty proficient in German at that point. We did a lot of work with
German contacts and sources and engaged in liaison with the German intelligence people.
Then I had contact with a number of agent officers and NCOs who worked for us and
who spoke Polish, Czech, and other Eastern European languages. They were working
with the various refugee groups. There were "work battalions™ - units which had been
formed out of Poles in particular. | had to manage that effort and make sure that it was
getting done. | developed agents and tried to penetrate Eastern Europe and all of that
good stuff. As I learned later, this was all being done by Army intelligence, which is
almost a contradiction in terms. However, it was fascinating for me.

| just have to note that the NCOs among the American draftees were very intelligent
human beings. They were not necessarily highly educated in terms of formal education.
The most junior people were virtually all either college graduates or people who had been
drafted out of college.

Q: That's where the Army dumped people that they didn't know what to do with.

GILLESPIE: They were too smart to be ordinary soldiers. The son of my friend from
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school years in Long Beach, California ended up in Germany. He was the company clerk
in an armored company. He was, of course, a very bright guy. I had about a dozen people
like him, who were working below me and for me. They were in the best of all worlds,
because they worked under cover as civilians. They never wore uniforms. If | remember
correctly, they were given the status of GS-9 low to middle level, civil service employees
for cover. They could belong to Officers' Clubs. So you can imagine these people from
Yale, Stanford, UCLA, and other universities. They said, "This is the Army? What do
you know?" They lived in Bachelor Officers' Quarters (BOQs). They were all living a lie,
and they loved it. It was terribly romantic for them.

As far as | was concerned, this was all grist for the mill. I thought it was great. The Army
was just starting a program called Foreign Area Specialization (FAS.) They had my
language aptitude records from the FSI. They recruited me for this. I actively looked into
perhaps getting a Regular Army commission, staying in the intelligence business, and
concentrating on Russia.

The main purpose of Oberammergau - and especially Detachment R - was Russian
language and area studies. The thought was that | might get a regular commission, stay in
the Army, go down to Detachment R, and start Russian language training. This would be
added to my German and, by now, my dormant Spanish. So | would stay in the Army and
in the intelligence business. It seemed pretty fascinating at the time.

I don't know what happened, but some sort of change took place. | began to get the idea
that maybe that wasn't for me. | began to think that maybe there was something other
than training for and preparing for a war that loomed.

It seemed to us that World War 111 was at the Fulda Gap, an invitingly flat area in
mountainous terrain near the border between East and West Germany. It was on the main
route for a potential Soviet invasion of Western Europe. We would be called out in the
middle of the night. It was the only time that these young NCOs and privates - and I, who
was also living under civilian "cover" - would put on uniforms with no insignia in the
middle of the night and go out to our wartime positions to perform our wartime functions.
This was all training for something that we hoped would never happen. At some point
along the way | began to question whether this was the best use of my talents and time -
and whether there might be something else that would be more useful.

| had been learning more about international affairs and following what was going on. |
had occasion to go up to the Consulates General in Frankfurt, Munich, and Stuttgart
because one of my jobs was to participate in an annual exercise called Operation
Doublestrike in which we really went beyond our civilian employee cover. We were
given actual cover documents as U.S. tourists. We had ordinary U.S. passports and
tickets. The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) supported us in this. We went down to
Bavaria near the German-Austrian border and did all kinds of things to test the U.S.
Army Special Forces. The Special Forces people would drop in by parachute from
France. Each year | was made the head of a team whose job it was to ferret them out in
the countryside. They would drop out of airplanes with some communications and other
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support - but very little of it. Their objective was to carry out simulated sabotage
activities, recruit people, and do different kinds of things, as if this were hostile territory.

In this activity we were the bad guys. | was the "aggressor team™ chief for a particular
sector. On the political side that brought me, on one occasion, into contact with the
Embassy in Bonn to receive a briefing on certain activities related to this. | met a Foreign
Service Officer whom | had known at FSI. Well, | started to hear more and more about
what people did in the Foreign Service and in the field of diplomacy more generally.

I guess that the big kicker in this development, though it didn't seem so at the time, may
have been the fact that in 1961 one of the crises faced by President John Kennedy was the
construction of the Berlin Wall. My intelligence unit was colocated with the 18th Battle
Group in Mannheim, Germany. This was the group which was sent from West Germany
to break through to Berlin over the autobahn with the mission of opening the lines. We all
got up one night. Everybody else went home the next day except those guys in the 18th
Battle Group. They kept on going to Berlin. We thought it was a drill, but it wasn't.
President Kennedy extended all of the Army Reserve appointments. By that time | had
put in my application for a regular commission, which had been approved.

We were then expecting our first child. A whole bunch of things conspired which led me
to decide that | would leave the Army. | took the Law School Aptitude Test (LSAT.) |
felt that 1 needed some more work and refining. There were some other things that |
wanted to do. I still wasn't sure of exactly where | was going. However, some close
friends had talked to me about law school. They were going to law school and suggested
that I might think about law school, also. | ended up at Hastings Law College in San
Francisco, California.

Q: When was this?

GILLESPIE: This was in late 1962. Our son was born in January, 1962. We were kept in
Germany an extra six months because of the Berlin crisis. All Army Reserve
appointments were frozen, and you couldn't get out of the Army.

Q: Were you an alumnus of the 97th General Hospital, by any chance?
GILLESPIE: No, our son was born at the 130th Station Hospital in Heidelberg.

We ended up sailing back to the U.S. during the summer of 1962, when our son was Six
months old. | entered Hastings Law College in San Francisco in September, 1962. My
wife went to work as a teacher at a real ghetto public school in the Oakland Public School
system. We left our son with a woman who ran a day care service. Within six months |
knew that Law School was not for me. | really didn't like the study of law. | hated it. |
didn't like the idea of our son being in this day care center. | wanted to find a way to end
that and get into what I thought was a normal existence, with my wife not being required
to support me while | attended law school. At that point, although there was some GI Bill
money, it wasn't enough, and, of course, she was working as a teacher.
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To cut a long story short, | took the Foreign Service exam because it seemed like the right
thing to do. I guess that was in the fall of 1962. | thought that some kind of job in the
field of international affairs would be good for me. I really made a major effort to get into
the Peace Corps, where | looked for a Peace Corps staff job. | felt that | didn't want to be
a Peace Corps volunteer. That seemed to be working along well until the Peace Corps
found out that I'd been in the intelligence business. That was just the kiss of death. They
decided that they couldn't accept me.

To keep busy and because | thought that the field of international affairs was the right one
to be getting into, however I did it, | enrolled in a program at San Francisco State College
for a master's degree in international affairs. | had taken the Foreign Service written
exam, passed it, and then flunked the oral exam.

Q: Can you explain how you found the oral exam at that time? They varied, | think...

GILLESPIE: It was funny. There were two things that stand out in my memory. I'm
having trouble remembering this, but the guy who chaired the panel, Jay Moffat, was
probably 40 years old at the time.

Q: There was a Jay Moffat, a Foreign Service Officer.

GILLESPIE: This was in the 1960s, so he'd be in his 70s by now. He was the epitome, to
me, of the Foreign Service.

Q: His father had been an Ambassador, J. P. Moffat...
GILLESPIE: Exactly. He was known as "J. P."
Q: I think that he was an Ambassador somewhere in Africa.

GILLESPIE: Yes. Either J. P. Moffat, who was the chairman of the panel, or his son,
wrote a letter to former President George Bush concerning Cuba. Bush sent me a copy of
the man's letter and asked me what I thought of what he had to say. This is a funny little
footnote.

Anyway, Moffat and these two other gentlemen on the Oral Exam panel were all very
dour. The exam was given in San Francisco. | just have this funny recollection of it. |
guess that | had read the San Francisco Examiner or one of those newspapers the morning
of the exam. I'd seen a figure on U.S. vehicle production. It was a rather large number. |
remember that during the course of the oral exam | used that number. These three people
on the panel tried to tell me that I was wrong about that number. I'm not sure that |
handled this matter right. In any case, we discussed this and that. However, at the end of
the exam, they were very nice but said, "No, you didn't pass the exam."

That didn't daunt me. | continued to look around. Then, and again I'm not sure how it
happened, | learned that the State Department needed Security Officers to work overseas.
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| went down and was interviewed by the head of the State Department's security office in
San Francisco. He was a very nice guy. He said, "Gosh, with your background in
intelligence and your interest in languages you're just the kind of guy we want." So they
actively recruited me. | thought that this was interesting and was maybe another way to
get where | wanted to go.

So I ended up entering the Foreign Service with an Foreign Service Reserve (FSR)
commission, as a Security Officer.

Q: When was this?

GILLESPIE: In January, 1965. I had continued to study international affairs during 1963
and 1964. As it turned out, I didn't get the master's degree but did a lot of study with
some interesting people.

So on January 4, 1965, to be precise, | took the oath of office as an FSR here in
Washington. | had flown back to Washington from the West Coast right after New Years,
got off the plane, settled down in Washington, and went through Regional Security
Officer (RSO) training under a fellow named G. Marvin Gentile, who was then the head
of the Office of Security.

Q: He was head of that office for many years.

GILLESPIE: The RSO training was perfunctory, in many ways, but interesting. By the
end of February, 1965, my family and | were getting off a plane in Manila, where | was
the Assistant RSO. It was a pretty good-sized security establishment. There were also
some technical security people in a big Embassy.

William McCormick Blair was the Ambassador. His Deputy Chief of Mission(DCM) was
Richard Service. My boss was a long-time Civil Service investigator who had joined the
State Department security system. The Administrative Counselor was John Lennon, the
uncle of the Lennon sisters who used to sing with Lawrence Welk. Jack Lennon was an
FSO who had come into the Foreign Service through the examination process and was a
very serious guy. It was a large Embassy with a lot of things going on. The Philippines
was a fascinating place. People had told me that | would certainly use my Spanish there.
Of course, you don't use Spanish there. Nonetheless, it was a fascinating, even shocking
country in many respects. | think that at the end of February, 1965, when we arrived
there, the Philippines was in a presidential elections campaign. Unidentified gunmen
gunned down the Chief Justice of the Philippines Supreme Court, | believe, on the steps
of the Supreme Court building. It was really a kind of wild place.

There was a major U.S. military presence in the Philippines. At this time the war was
going on in Vietnam. My recollection is that...

Q: We were just starting the major military buildup in Vietnam.
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GILLESPIE: In Vietnam, in early 1965.

Q: What were your responsibilities in the RSO? One of the things that we don't often get
in these interviews is what security officers do. | would like to get your views and any
stories you might have in this connection.

GILLESPIE: Sure. | learned that | was supposed to conduct investigations. This really
meant conducting background investigations and security investigation updates, which
involved interviewing people about other Foreign Service Officers, government
employees, or people seeking government employment. So we did a lot of that. We did
security briefings for newcomers to the Embassy in Manila about locking up and
protecting classified material.

We also had special investigations. At that time, in the 1960s, there was a tendency
toward homophobia and concerns about homosexuality and aberrant behavior of all
kinds, including adultery, fornication, and sexual relationships between people who
weren't married to each other. All of these were very important because they were viewed
as opening individuals up to vulnerability through black mail and penetration by hostile
intelligence people.

We had a whole range of things on the personnel front. We had all of the procedural
security matters, such as the security of safes, security violations, and protecting
classified material. We had a subordinate post, the Consulate in Cebu. You had to worry
about people going back and forth between Manila and Cebu and whether they were
carrying classified material on the airplane - all of those kinds of things. We also dealt
with the whole range of physical security matters - the safety and security of Embassy
buildings and the classified material contained in them. Because of what was going on in
the world, in Southeast Asia, and elsewhere, demonstrations against the U.S. Embassy
were frequent. There were strong nationalist and some communist elements in the
Philippines who saw the U.S. - and particularly the involvement of the U.S. military in
the Philippines - in very negative terms. They would direct their wrath at the U.S.
Embassy. Crowds of people holding these views would come marching down Roxas
Boulevard (formerly Dewey Boulevard), throw materials at the Embassy, and try to break
through the gates.

There were two of us: the senior security officer and myself. We divided up the work. We
were also responsible for the supervision of security activities and the security of our
installations at our posts in Australia and New Zealand. As things turned out, | never
became directly involved in that. The other officer handled that.

We also had a guard force of about 100 Filipinos. The Embassy compound itself in
Manila, which was in downtown Manila facing Manila Bay, was a large plot of ground,
covering, | imagine, four or five acres. What had been the residence of the U.S. Governor
General and then the U.S. High Commissioner was now the chancery building housing
the Embassy. Across the street from the Embassy - across Roxas Boulevard from it -
were offices housing the Agency for International Development (AID)Mission and the
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offices of the United States Information Service (USIS.) We were responsible for the
security of those places, as well.

Then there was the Seafront Compound, a large complex which included apartments, a
swimming pool, housing for the Marine Guard Detachment, a commissary and post
exchange kind of facility where you could buy food and other essential articles. | think
that it was an extension of U.S. military facilities in the Philippines.

My job was to act as the American supervisor of the Filipinos who, in turn, supervised
the Filipino guard force and to make sure that they performed their duties on schedule.
We had a large Marine Security Guard contingent. My job as the assistant RSO was to
make sure that the Marines were doing their job, that schedules were being met, and to
handle all of the dealings with the Non-Commissioned Officer in Charge of the Marine
Security Guard Detachment. In general, there was a whole range of activities which had
to do with the physical security of the Embassy.

That situation changed rather rapidly. I arrived in Manila at the end of February, 1965. In
about May, 1965, we received a message from G. Marvin Gentile, the head of the Office
of Security in the Department, saying that the Regional Security Officer in Jakarta,
Indonesia, the only American security officer at the post, was going to go on an extended
period of home leave. The Department assigned me to the American Embassy in Jakarta
to fill in for him on a Temporary Duty (TDY) basis for 30 to 45 days. | was told to report
to the Embassy in Jakarta by the middle of June, 1965.

That was not welcome news to my family. Vivian, my wife, was pregnant, probably since
about April, 1965. She was not happy about this. The senior Security Officer in Manila
was very unhappy about it. He felt that this was really going to weaken his ability to do
his job. He didn't want to give me up for that long a period of time. He tried to fight the
TDY assignment, but it didn't work. Gentile said, "No, Gillespie is going to Jakarta.”

So I did. That assignment turned out to be a very significant time in many different ways.
| arrived in Indonesia, got off the plane, and soon, thereafter, met the Ambassador,
Marshall Green. The DCM was Frank Galbraith. The Administrative Officer, to whom |
would report, was a long-serving officer named Walker. | can't remember his first name
now.

Within days | could see that the situation in Indonesia was extremely difficult.

Q: When was this?

GILLESPIE: It was June, 1965.

Q: Earlier on we were talking about the situation in Indonesia in September or October,
1965.

GILLESPIE: I can tell you that story.
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Q: We'll come to that.

GILLESPIE: Yes. What happened was this. Indonesia saw the beginning of the Third
World movement. President Sukarno of Indonesia, President Tito of Yugoslavia, Nasser
of Egypt, Nehru of India, and others had agreed to hold a conference in Bandung in
Indonesia in April, 1955. The Indonesians, and particularly Sukarno, saw themselves as
the fathers of the Third World movement and the bastion against "Neo-Colonialism and
Imperialism." Sukarno referred to this as "Nekolim.” We had had an Ambassador who
preceded Marshall Green...

Q: Howard P. Jones.

GILLESPIE: Howard Jones. The Jones-Sukarno relationship had become very
complicated and very difficult. Ambassador Green arrived in Indonesia in June, 1965. I
never knew Howard Jones. | met him briefly but never really knew him. | got to know
Marshall Green very well. I can imagine that Jones and Green must have been distinctly
different human beings.

Q: I think that Howard Jones was a Christian Scientist who thought the best of
everything and everyone, no matter what happened. He was insulted right and left but felt
that he would keep relations open, which had its points. However, at the same time, the
people serving in the Embassy in Jakarta were in almost open revolt against Ambassador
Jones. They felt that we had taken enough crap from Sukarno.

GILLESPIE: Exactly. I guess that Ambassador Green had just recently presented his
credentials in Jakarta. He arrived in Jakarta very shortly before I arrived there in 1965.
Ambassador Green had his agenda and, I'm sure, he had his instructions, which he had
worked out very carefully. If he didn't have instructions, it didn't make much difference
because he was going to do what he did anyway. Green had been Consul General in
Hong Kong and had worked as a private assistant for Ambassador Joseph Grew in Japan
before Pearl Harbor. He was just...

Q: We had a good series of interviews with him in connection with the Foreign Service
Oral History program.

GILLESPIE: I'll bet they were. So Green was right out there in Indonesia, on the front
lines. He didn't miss an opportunity to make his presence known, felt, and understood.

Here | was, the brand new security officer in Jakarta. Now | was in charge of the security
unit and was now responsible for it. | had an American secretary, a wonderful woman
who had been the secretary of my predecessor. | knew that | was in Jakarta on a
temporary basis. | had moved into my predecessor's bungalow. He did not have a family.
| took over the car that he had - a jeep with right hand drive.

| found that there was a large Embassy guard force. There were all kinds of things to do. |
had some Indonesian assistants, but no American help. There was a good crew of people

19



in the Administrative Section. The Embassy staff seemed to consist of people who really
knew what they were doing. The staff was smaller than the staff at the Embassy in
Manila. Although I had made a number of contacts in Manila, it turned out that the
General Services Officer (GSO) in the Embassy in Jakarta was Robert Blackburn, a very
dear friend of my brother-in-law. Bob was a good friend of my wife's brother. So that
was a point of contact. | got into an international bridge playing group.

There was a young political officer whose knowledge of "Bahasa Indonesia” the
Indonesian language was nearly perfect. His name was Franz Misch. Franz and his wife,
Mary, do play readings with all kinds of people. I like to read plays, so | got involved
with them very quickly.

Things were going along on the work front very well. | knew that this was a temporary
assignment and wouldn't be a big deal. Well, I had been there for about three weeks when
we had a message from the Department. The man whose place | had taken on a
temporary basis had been direct-transferred to Brussels, Belgium, as the supervisory
RSO. The Department did not have a replacement for him in sight, so it was decided that
"Gillespie will stay in Indonesia indefinitely,” until a permanent replacement is sent to
Jakarta.

This news brought no happiness to my family in Manila, as you can imagine! My
pregnant wife was unhappy. The supervisory security officer in Manila was very
unhappy. The Administrative Counselor and his wife in Manila, who had become really
close friends with my wife, was not happy on my wife's behalf, on the regional security
officer's behalf, and on Embassy Manila's behalf. However, there was nothing to do about
it, because in July, just as this was happening, someone decided to burn the Indian
Embassy in Jakarta, which was very close to our Embassy. At that time we didn't talk
about terrorism, but at that time there was a terrorist attack on the Indian Embassy in
Jakarta.

Ambassador Green called me in and said, "What's going on here? What are our
vulnerabilities and why is this happening?" He added, "It looks as if you are going to be
around here for a while. | would appreciate it if you would just consider yourself my
security officer, lock, stock, and barrel, until we get this situation straightened out."” |
said, "Yes, sir."

Frank Galbraith, the DCM, was the sweetest, most wonderful guy you could ask for. He
was extremely supportive and said, "Any time you want to talk about this security
situation, come and see me. This is getting really serious. A lot of things are happening
here."

We had Consulates in Medan Sumatra and Surabaya East Java. A couple of weeks later a
mob attacked our Consulate in Surabaya. They threw a bomb at it, tried to burn it, and did
things like that. The CIA officer who was there in the Consulate in Surabaya more or less
kept the place from burning. | flew down to Surabaya to check into the situation, and we
decided that we were going to have to withdraw people from the Consulate because we
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didn't know what was going to happen. All sorts of things were going on. A big, Soviet
cruiser, Sverdlovsk class, came into Tanjung Priok, the harbor in Jakarta.

Q: Hadn't Khrushchev given this cruiser to Indonesia?

GILLESPIE: Exactly.

Q: It's still there, 1 think.

GILLESPIE: Yes, it's probably still sitting there - in the mud, in Tanjung Priok.
Q: Who was doing all of this? At this point Sukarno represented the leFort..
GILLESPIE: Yes!

Q: He was the President of Indonesia. How did we figure out...?

GILLESPIE: WEell, of course, Indonesia was engaged in what they called "konfrontasi," a
confrontation, with Malaysia, Singapore, and the formerly British states, territories, and
protectorates in Borneo - Sarawak, Brunei, and British North Borneo My office was a
Regional Security Office. My responsibilities included Malaysia and the Consulate
General in the British Colony of Singapore.

It happened that just before or just after this bombing there was a bombing incident
involving our Consulate General in Singapore. | think that a bomb was placed near it but
didn't go off. I was told to go up to Singapore. Well, to get from Jakarta to Singapore at
that time was about like going from Cairo, Egypt to Tel Aviv, Israel at the height of that
confrontation. | was not supposed to use the same passport. | had to go to Bangkok,
Thailand. It was really complicated, but I did that. I went up to Singapore and
investigated the attempted bombing of the Consulate General and prepared a report on it.
While I was in Singapore, | was instructed to go to Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia to check out
the Embassy there, and make sure that everything was ready and that the Embassy was
prepared for any problems. So part of the activity going on in Indonesia was driven by
the confrontation of Malaysia.

| don't remember exactly why the bombing of the Indian Embassy in Jakarta occurred. It
may have been the result of something that someone in India had done or not done. It
could also have been, of course, that there really were strong, ethnic tensions in Indonesia
itself. There was the tension with the Chinese community, whose extent we later learned
of, in every sense of that word - the animosities and the strains. The Indian element of the
population of Indonesia...

Q: Were also shopkeepers.

GILLESPIE: Exactly. Economically, they were very important and they stood out. So for
whatever reason - it'll probably come back to me at some point - a bomb was also
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exploded at the Indian Consulate in Surabaya, early in the morning. There was the bomb
placed near the American Consulate General in Singapore. So all of these things were
going on in July and August, 1965. Things were tense.

Ambassador Green was really focused on what he wanted to do, and how he wanted to
try to manage the Indonesian-American relationship. That put him on a very clear course.
He stood very firmly for these things. He didn't confront Sukarno or the Indonesians, but
he didn't take any guff on anything.

Ed Masters was the Political Counselor at the time. | don't know whether you've met him.
Q: Yes, I know him, and Bob Martens a political officer in Jakarta at that time.

GILLESPIE: And Bob Martens. The Chief of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
Station there was Hugh Tovar, who later was Chief of Station in Bangkok. In my view he
was an extremely competent fellow. From my vantage point this was a team effort at the
American Embassy in Jakarta. | had been in the Foreign Service for all of four or five
months. | was truly the new kid on the block.

There were some very strange things going on. We thought that we had been penetrated
by hostile intelligence services. We had a technical security inspection and found some
radio emissions coming out of the secure or sensitive areas of the Embassy.

Q: You're talking about electronic "bugs" (concealed listening devices.) We were
basically thinking that these had been placed there by the Soviets?

GILLESPIE: Yes. Electronic bugs placed by the Soviets.
Q: The Soviets were big on doing that.

GILLESPIE: Sure, they were very big. As far as we were concerned and from my
vantage point, they were obviously in bed with Sukarno. That was it. Obviously, it was
much more complex than that, but that was the impression that one had. We went through
a process of trying to beef up security around the Embassy compound. We put barbed
wire in places where there had never been any before. We did a number of things after
these incidents occurred. We devoted a lot of time and effort to physical security.

We burned much of our classified material, starting in August, just because of what had
happened, primarily in Surabaya. We had tremendous amounts of classified paper. To
mention a sort of funny note, | had the Marine Guards burning classified material out in a
driveway. None of us noted that a couple of the antennas from the radio transmitter were
strung up high above where we were burning material. We managed to burn through the
antennas and cut out Embassy communications for a few hours. The communicators had
to go back up and string new wires. You should remember to look overhead when you do
an emergency burning. Had it been a real emergency, we would have been in real trouble.
Fortunately, we were able to deal with the problem.
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We did all of these things and got things more or less in shape, because we didn't know
what was going to happen. We thought that there could be problems. | wanted to leave
the Embassy in Jakarta clean, when | eventually left it, and in good shape for whoever

took over as Security Officer.

Finally, we got the word - | guess it must have been in early September, 1965, that |
could go back to the Embassy in the Philippines. | planned to leave Jakarta on the
morning of October 1.

Q: Wonderful timing!

GILLESPIE: | remember that someone - the Personnel Officer, | think - had invited me to
dinner the night of September 30. | went to this dinner the night of September 30 in my
jeep and then drove home. | had my bags out, ready to leave the next morning. | had an
appointment on October 1 to say goodbye to Ambassador Green. The Embassy opened
early there - about 7:30 AM - and | think that my appointment was for 7:45 AM. | was
going to shake hands with Ambassador Green and DCM Frank Galbraith and then was
going to get on the plane and go back to Manila, be with my wife and family, and get
back to a normal life.

Well, about 2:00 or 3:00 AM something woke me up. There were loud noises and lots of
light. I went to the window of my bedroom. | had the air conditioning on, because it was
hot outside. I turned off the air conditioning so that I could hear. What | heard was
gunfire - no question about it. | looked out the window and saw a dark figure silhouetted
against the sky, holding something, with light coming out the end of it. It was somebody
standing up and shooting into a yard, about four houses away from me. That was the
home of General Pandjaitan, who, as it turned out, was one of the seven generals killed
that night, along with his family members and others. The bodies of the generals were
taken out into the countryside and dumped in a well on a military base. All sorts of things
happened in connection with this.

| think that two doors down from me, in the opposite direction, lived a U.S. Air Force
captain from the Attaché Office. We got in touch - | don't know whether it was by radio
or by phone. Nothing had happened in Jakarta as whole. There was no tension at that
moment. The captain asked, "Are you going in to the Embassy now?" | think that I said,
"I'm going to wait until it's light and find out what's going on."

So we started to call around a little by phone. Clearly, something was happening. We
arrived at the Embassy at about 5:30 AM. | think that | drove my jeep, and the captain
came with me. Ambassador Green must have come to the Embassy at around 6:30 or
7:00 AM. I vividly remember that his secretary was Virginia Richardson. Virginia, the
Ambassador, and | stood around there saying, "Sure, you're going to say goodbye to the
Ambassador this morning," and, "Sure, you're going to get on an airplane, Mr. Security
Officer. You're here! Tear up those tickets."
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We had a Defense Attacheé - | think he was from the Army. He had been in the Bataan
Death March in the Philippines in April, 1942. He was extremely well connected.
Initially, he was our primary source of information on what was going on.

These events were the opening gambit of a move by the Communist Party of Indonesia
(PKI), aimed, as it turned out, at unseating President Sukarno. They were turning against
Sukarno.

Q: There was a feeling that Sukarno was behind the coup d'etat.

GILLESPIE: Exactly. Why was he doing this? There was a man named D. N. Aidit, the
secretary general of the PKI - the operating head of the party, whatever his title was. My
primary Indonesian contact was a colonel in the Indonesian Army, who was responsible
for the security of Jakarta. It wasn't right away, but it was within a short period of time, as
this situation began to unfold, that he broadcast over the radio in opposition to Sukarno
and in support of the PKI at this point. | have not tried to go back and look at notes | had
on these developments - or even to refresh my memory very much. Maybe | should have.

Anyway, the situation was that the Presidential Palace guard was penetrated by people
who were either operating at Sukarno's direction or at the instance of others in opposition
to Sukarno. The seven Indonesian Army generals were killed. | may not have the
sequence of events exactly right, but the city of Jakarta was put under a state of siege,
martial law, by the Indonesian Army. Curfews were established, and fighting was going
on, as it turned out, between troops under General Soeharto and the supporters of the PKI
coup d’état. The Siliwangi Division was the primary element concerned in fighting the
communists. It had been brought in from outside the Jakarta-Bandung area to put down
or otherwise deal with a rebellion by other troops whose leadership was not totally clear
at the time.

There was tremendous tension and gunfire in the city of Jakarta at this time. This was
actually the first time that | had had bullets come so close to me that they might have hit
me. The Embassy went on a more or less complete wartime footing. Eventually, all of the
American dependents were evacuated - all the family members were sent away. For a
period of a few months we in the Embassy were under siege while this whole situation
played itself out.

Q: Normally, the Security Officer is the man to be in contact with the local troops and
police to secure the Embassy, to make sure that it is neutral ground.

GILLESPIE: Well, this was the case. | tried to get hold of the Indonesian Army colonel,
who was my major contact. It turned out that he was among those involved in the
uprising. He was on the other side. So | had to deal with a couple of lesser lights in the
Indonesian Army. However, they arranged to send troops. At one point we weren't
exactly sure whose troops they really were - whether they were going to keep us in or
guard us and in what way. So it really wasn't totally clear. We were in touch with the
Indonesian Foreign Ministry. | would go along to the Ministry with the Political Officers
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to discuss the situation at that time. | can't remember whether | went along with Bob
Martens or Ed Masters. Whoever it was, we were doing all the normal things there.

We were in touch with the people in the British Embassy, which had been burned out in
1963, with the Australians, and with others. We were all trying to figure out what was
going on. Eventually - and this was all within two or three days - we all moved into the
Embassy, including the Ambassador and the DCM. They started out, saying that they
were going to take turns - one night on and one night off. However, they wound up by
both staying in the Embassy with a small team of Political and Economic officers,
communicators, CIA officers, Defense Attaché officers, and a couple of people from the
Administrative Section. Bob Blackburn and I basically moved into the Embassy and lived
there for a period of several weeks. Our meals were either prepared at the Embassy, or,
while she was still in the country, Mrs. Green had meals sent in for us. So we did this
kind of thing.

From my vantage point it was confusing. | wasn't sure of the situation. All I knew was
that it appeared that we had a very serious threat, first of all to our people - our personnel.
We weren't sure what would happen out where they lived. There was an Agency for
International Development (AID) compound near the airport, close to the scene of some
of the coup activity. We tried to take steps to protect that area. We had Indonesian guards
who seemed to be willing and able to help us. It seemed that the authorities who actually
held power were extremely tense. At times they seemed to give the appearance of acting
in an unfriendly way. They were very serious all the time. Nonetheless, they seemed to
take very seriously their responsibility to protect us. So the Indonesian guards that we
had, guarded us. There were some demonstrations during the day, but they were quickly
put down, because | don't think that the Indonesian authorities wanted any
demonstrations in the street because they didn't know what was going on. There was
some real shooting going on elsewhere.

Q: However, essentially, the area you were dealing with had been taken over by
Soeharto's military and civilian supporters.

GILLESPIE: Yes. What had happened was that the troops from the Siliwangi Division,
from the West Java headquarters in Bandung, really did not speak the language used in
Jakarta. They did not speak the national language Indonesian. They spoke Sundanese.
They were brought into Jakarta. This was a large unit. | remember that Franz Misch and
I, with DCM Galbraith's approval, went out one evening to see where these troops were
and to try to make contact with them. Franz spoke Indonesian, and | was going to drive.
We got through two road blocks and finally talked briefly to an officer, who told us that
we couldn't go any farther. So we came back to the Embassy. Troops from the Siliwangi
Division were all over Jakarta and had put on some kind of distinctive markings - | think
white armbands, if nothing else - to distinguish themselves from the other troops. There
actually were firefights between opposing troops going on - not so much in downtown
Jakarta but in the outskirts of the city, out toward the roads leading to Bandung and
Bogor.
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There was a lot going on. The Embassy's ability to know what was going on seemed to
me to be somewhat limited. Everybody was trying to find out what was happening. As |
said, the Army Attaché seemed to be in the best position to find out what was going on.

During all of this Ambassador Green was both active and frustrated, to some extent.
However, he ran the Embassy very firmly throughout this period. | remember some of
this frustration. We got into the habit, while we were living in the Embassy, of meeting
together at 4:30 or 5:00 PM to review what had happened that day. That would then
move into a cocktail hour. | remember that he asked me to make drinks at about 6:00 or
7:00 PM. Then we'd have dinner together. I was very much a junior officer, but the senior
people included me. | think that my price of admission was to make the drinks. Then,
Marshall Green is an absolute nut on bridge. We played bridge every night, if | remember
correctly. Bob Blackburn was also a very good bridge player. | forget who the fourth man
was, but there were four of us who played.

By about November, 1965, the situation was beginning to calm down, although terrible
things were happening out in the countryside. There were a lot of murders and
assassination of the Chinese element. People were blaming different people for what was
going on. By this time the Department had identified someone to come in as Security
Officer, so I took my leave from Jakarta.

During this time jobs became blurred and confused. A lot of different things were
happening. The DCM would say to the General Services Officer (GSO), "Bob, would
you talk to someone and find out what's going on?" Then he would ask someone in the
Political Section to prepare the telegram reporting what the GSO had found out. He did
the same thing to me. He would say, "Tony, you have contacts here. I'd like you to take
your Security Officer hat off and find out what's going on from the people you know.
Let's figure it out.”" So that's probably where | began to see other things going on beside
the security part of the situation.

| left Jakarta in November, 1965.
Q: What did we do about the AID personnel?

GILLESPIE: The AID Mission had been shut down. There was an AID compound. We
had other official Americans living there. However, AID had not been active in Indonesia
from about 1963 or 1964. AID still "owned" this compound.

There were a number of interesting things going on. One of the things that | had to do, as
did all of the other Embassy officers, was to count the counterpart funds, which were kept
in a secure area in the Embassy. I think that there were hundreds and hundreds of
millions of rupiahs, local Indonesian currency, which, I later learned, became part of the
Exchange Stabilization Fund. However, they couldn't be and shouldn't have been moved
out. There was a tremendous black market rate in a depreciating and devaluing currency.
It really was rather weird. That was all a result of previous AID activities in Indonesia.
There was all of this Indonesian currency held in the Embassy. It was a treasure trove of

26



currency. Every so often - perhaps once a month - we were supposed to report that we
had counted it. This was a joke, because you just couldn't count the quantity of money
there. You could say that it said, on the outside of a box, that it contained five million
rupiahs and you said that it appeared that the box had not been tampered with. The seal
was still on the box. So that's what you checked - boxes of money. The boxes could have
contained tissue paper for all we knew. So that is what we had to do. It was funny. Those
were fascinating times.

The Hotel Indonesia became the center point for the foreign community during some of
the really tense moments - probably the first two weeks of October, 1965. The foreign
community included Neil Sheehan, representing The New York Times, who had been sent
down from Vietnam on R&R (Rest and Recreation.) Or maybe it was his honeymoon. |
think that he and Susan had just gotten married. We got to know each other there. | would
occasionally stop by the bar at the Hotel Indonesia. That's where | was shot at, as a matter
of fact. | was driving into the Hotel Indonesia parking lot. I'm sure that nobody was
aiming at me, but they were firing right over my jeep. | could see these lights going over
my head. It dawned on me that those were tracer bullets. So | stopped the jeep, got out,
and got underneath it, hoping that that would be a safe place. Then, when the shooting
stopped, | went into the hotel. The father of the British author John Le Carre was there.

Q: John Le Carre wrote a series of novels on Soviet spies.

GILLESPIE: Neil Sheehan, of course, was the principal New York Times correspondent
in Vietnam during the difficult times there. There were a lot of correspondents at the
Hotel Indonesia. | had gotten to know some of them. | would stop in at the hotel, and we
would exchange notes on what was going on. We used to sit outside on the steps of the
Embassy at night, when we were living there. We would turn on these old Zenith
Transoceanic radios to get the news from around the world by short wave. | think that we
had access to some of the wire service tickers, telexes, and so forth, in addition to the
official communications. | remember the Time magazine correspondent was one of these
fellows who used to hang out at the Hotel Indonesia. Once we went over Time's reporting
of his coverage of the situation in Indonesia, we found out that the editors in New York
had taken tremendous liberties with what he had written, changing it substantially. He
was furious. He wanted to know whether we would send a message back through our
channels.

Q: Time magazine was notorious for doing this. What Henry Luce owner and publisher
of Time wanted was what was printed.

GILLESPIE: That was what was printed. If it didn't sound right the way the reporter
wrote it, and if it was necessary to change a fact or two or lead someone down the wrong
path - that was okay, as far as Luce was concerned. That's what happened. However,
Ambassador Marshall Green said, "No, we won't send a telegram for him, but we'll let
him use the diplomatic pouch." The pouch continued to go out. There was still a Pan
American flight leaving Jakarta regularly. We would give an unclassified pouch to the
Pan Am pilot to carry out with him. So Ambassador Green let the Time magazine
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correspondent send out a letter of protest to his editors. The correspondent showed us a
copy of his letter. He was really furious with these people. This is kind of an interesting
footnote on how far you can trust the press. As an aside here, if we ever give up
diplomacy in exchange for CNN (Cable News Network) political reporting and analysis,
we'll be in bad shape.

So I ended up going back to the Philippines. Our daughter was born in January, 1966. I
had gone back to the Philippines in November. By that time the Philippines had had their
presidential election, and a man named Ferdinand Marcos had been elected president. He
was the great hope of the Philippines, as you may recall. He was a war hero, had
graduated first in his class from law school, and his wife, Imelda, was a beauty queen.
There could have been no knight in shining armor greater than Ferdinand Marcos.

Vice President Hubert Humphrey was sent out by President Lyndon Johnson to represent
the United States at the inaugural festivities in the Philippines. | was assigned the job of
shepherding the Secret Service people who accompanied Vice President Humphrey. The
man who headed the advance party of the Secret Service was named Jack Parr. He was
the head of the Secret Service detail when President Reagan was shot and wounded in
1981 in Washington. The Secret Service people came to Manila in November, 1965, to
prepare for an early December visit by Vice President Humphrey. We had all of them out
to our house for Thanksgiving dinner.

My wife took me in again after all of this absence in Jakarta. She was still pregnant. My
mother was with us. She had come out for Thanksgiving and Christmas, because we
thought that the baby was going to be born in December, 1965.

The visit by Vice President Humphrey was quite a moment. He was everything that you
would hope he would be. He said all of those wonderful things about our tradition of
democracy and our legacy in the Philippines. It was a very exciting moment for
Ambassador William Blair, his wife, Deedah, and all of the Embassy staff.

For some reason | was commandeered to sit in on the drafting of the reporting cables on
the meeting between Vice President Humphrey and President Marcos. I think that we
were still using "cablese™ in those days to make the messages shorter. However, you had
to type the cable on a manifold form, with carbons between the various sheets. So, if you
made a mistake or wanted to change anything, it was difficult to correct, and you usually
had to retype the whole thing. This meant that when you thought that you were all
through with a cable, it really had to be proof read carefully. These reporting cables were
classified Top Secret, because they involved Vice President Humphrey talking to
President Marcos. They were important, and the Vice President was going to approve
these cables. So everything had to be perfect. | remember that Dick Usher, who was the
Political Counselor in Manila and a very senior officer, came to me and said, "Tony,
would you please help us with these cables?"

I may be wrong but | think that Vice President Humphrey's chief of staff was Ted Van
Dyke, who later went on to do other things in his own right. Van Dyke was the man who
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was going to check out all of the arrangements for the Vice President. We worked very
closely with him. You're absolutely right. It all had to be perfect. The care and feeding of
senior officials is part of the business, and you want it to be right. | had been in the
Foreign Service, at this point, for 10 months. | had just come out of one rather tense
situation in Indonesia and was thrown into participating in handling a vice presidential
visit. It was quite a remarkable experience for me.

Q: You were getting from Vice President Humphrey and everybody else a real sense of
optimism about the Philippines.

GILLESPIE: A definite sense of optimism. People felt that this was a wonderful
development. The previous President, Diosdado Macapagal had been a fairly decent man,
| think, but the Philippines had gone through a terribly violent campaign. There were lots
of things going on. There was a tremendous amount of corruption. However, Marcos was
seen as a man who could deal with the communist, subversive threat, which, in
everybody's view, was real. There seemed to be an incipient revolt, a revolution going on.
The Philippines has some 73 languages and dialects and thousands of islands. The idea
was to try to bring it together.

It was very important to the security of the U.S. because of the bases, particularly at
Clark Field and Subic Bay. The situation in Vietnam and in the Southeast Asian
peninsula was getting very nasty and difficult. Sure, the view was that the advent of
Marcos as President of the Philippines was a great moment, and we should do everything
possible to support him. He was the man for the Philippines. It was believed that he
would further consolidate democracy in the Philippines and would deal with the
economic situation. Of course, no one could express oral support for Marcos better than
Vice President Hubert Humphrey. That was the message which Humphrey delivered: that
we were with the Philippines all the way. This was a bright moment for the Philippines.
There was a peaceful transfer of power.

Q: What was your impression of Ambassador Blair? You were brand new in the Foreign
Service, but by then you had also worked with Ambassador Marshall Green.

GILLESPIE: That's right. | had seen Ambassador Blair briefly before going to Jakarta on
temporary duty. | must say that the Blair's could not have been nicer to the people who
worked with them. Mrs. Blair may have been a little detached, although I don't think that
it was in any cold way. Ambassador Blair was extremely outgoing and pleasant. They
both had the habit of going to the Seafront Compound swimming pool on the weekends
and sometimes for lunch during the week. They were very accessible. To me that was
great. Well, he was the first Ambassador that | had ever met. He was a political
appointee, non-career, but I didn't know exactly what that meant. In any case he was just
a very nice guy.

When | was getting ready to go to Indonesia on temporary duty, nothing happened.

However, when | came back, Ambassador Blair made it a point to have me come up and
talk to him about what had gone on in Indonesia and so forth. Ambassador Green and
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DCM Galbraith had sent nice letters back to the Embassy in Manila, saying that I had
done a good job, and so forth.

Ambassador Blair, from what | could see - and I'm trying to think of it as | saw it then -
seemed to be well clued in. If | remember correctly, there were tremendous difficulties
with a resolution condemning Zionism in the United Nations.

Q: This was the resolution that said "Zionism is racism."

GILLESPIE: I'm not sure if that was the formulation at the time, but it was at least the
precursor of that.

Q: The resolution was being used as a way of sticking it to the United States.

GILLESPIE: Exactly. Filipino support of our position was not a sure thing. The
Philippine foreign minister at the time was antagonistic to our position. I think that he
was the Secretary of Foreign Affairs under the Macapagal administration. He was
replaced when the Marcos administration came in. There was concern that the Philippines
might slip into this sort of third world, anti-colonialist, anti-imperialist camp. So there
were real challenges to our Embassy in the Philippines.

The situation in Vietnam was deteriorating and changing. Remember, there were Filipino
troops PHILCAG - Philippine Civic Action Group involved there in Vietnam. So the
Embassy had its hands full.

| used to go sailing with Dick Usher, the Political Counselor. Dick had a lovely, wooden,
Dragon-class sloop. It was a beautiful boat. He learned that | had sailed as a kid in
California and invited me to come out and crew with him. We used to race in Manila
Bay. During our time on the boat Dick would talk about the political situation. There may
have been another Embassy officer on the boat. The political situation was the meat and
potatoes of some of the conversation that was going on. These were some of the issues
that we were facing at the time in the Philippines. The question was how could we make
sure, first of all during that election campaign - for most of which I wasn't present - and
later on, that the Philippines would continue to support our position.

Q: As Security Officer, both before you went to Indonesia on temporary duty and when
you came back to the Embassy in Manila, what did you think of the issue of corruption?
I'm an old consular hand. When I think of the Philippines, | think of massive corruption
throughout the society. Obviously, this becomes a matter of concern to the Security
Officer. How did you find the question of corruption?

GILLESPIE: We were worried about this all the time. A new, multi-storied building had
been put up for the Consular Section of the Embassy and for other U.S. Government
agencies in the Philippines. This building was physically separate from the rest of the
Embassy Chancery. My boss, Warren Mcmurray, was really concerned about the
possibility of payoffs and suborning people - not so much the Americans but the Filipinos
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who worked there in the Consular Section.
Q: Americans could be a problem, too.

GILLESPIE: Well, they could also. However, his concern was that, given the nature of
Philippine society and the way that the people looked at buying and selling things,
corruption would be a real problem. So he was really quite preoccupied with that. He
tried to figure out ways to check and double check who was doing what, and that sort of
thing. The Consul General, Lou Gleek, was sympathetic to our concern. He also felt that
this was a problem. So they worked very closely together to keep track of this situation
and what was going on.

The overriding impression that | have of that consular operation was the concern about
the physical exposure to demonstrators. Because of the way that it had been constructed
and where it was located, the building housing the Consular Section and other agencies
was probably the most vulnerable place for someone to throw Molotov cocktails and to
have other, really damaging and, perhaps, really harmful things happen to the people
working there. We were considerably concerned about that.

| came back to Embassy Manila about Thanksgiving time and stayed through Christmas.
Our daughter was born on January 3, 1966. It was about January 15, 1966, that I got word
that | was being reassigned and direct transferred to the Embassy in Brussels, Belgium.
The officer who had gone from Jakarta to Brussels had been fired from the Foreign
Service. The job in Brussels was open, and Marvin Gentile said, "Send Gillespie. He did
a good enough job replacing this man in Indonesia. Let's send him." Here I'd been in the
Foreign Service for exactly one year. | came in as an Assistant Regional Security Officer
(ARSO). I was 30 years old. 1 was told, "You're going to Brussels as the supervisory
Security Officer. You'll cover the Benelux countries, Belgium, the Netherlands, and
Luxembourg."

Q: How did this sit with your wife at this point?

GILLESPIE: She was somewhat of two minds about this because, on the one hand, she
hated the Philippines. All of the associations with it had turned out to be bad. | had been
gone, she was pregnant, and so on. To be honest with you, while giving all the leeway
possible to the Foreign Service system, it hadn't dealt with us very well.

Q: It didn't sound like it.

GILLESPIE: I was in Jakarta in the midst of very exciting things. Every day was full of
something different. My wife was up in the Philippines and didn't know what was
happening. She didn't know when | was coming back. She had few friends. This was her
first Foreign Service post. She had lived overseas and is quite a competent human being.
However, although people were nice to her, she couldn't get any detailed information
about what was going on.
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Jack Lennon, the Admin Counselor, turned out to be the real rock of Gibraltar for her. He
would get on the phone to the Embassy in Jakarta. Remember that, in those days, you
didn't telephone anywhere, as a matter of general practice. Phones weren't used.
Communications were handled by cable, and that took days. On a couple of occasions
Lennon called both the Embassy in Jakarta and the Department, saying, "Look, what
you're doing to these kids isn't right. It's not the right thing. When can we get it
straightened out?" He kept the pressure on. He was afraid, and, | think, probably rightly,
that the Department had me down in Indonesia and probably thought, "Why do we need
to get somebody down there to replace Gillespie?" He kept the pressure on, and
eventually the situation worked out to everybody's satisfaction.

Anyway, when my wife learned that we were going to go to Europe, it was with a great
sigh of relief, on the one hand, and then, on the other hand, she thought, "My God, now
we've got to pack up.” Remember that we had had a full shipment of household effects
when we went to the Philippines. We had rented a house. She was living in a big, barn of
a place out in the Makati area outside of Manila. We had a couple of servants to help her,
and so forth. We had to pack everything up. This was a direct transfer - no home leave or
anything like that in the States, although we did take a few days en route. Then we flew
back to Washington and went off to Brussels, where, once again, we would be setting up
a new household. So, her reaction was, on the one hand, a kind of relief, but, on the other
hand, "My Gosh, what are we doing here?" And with a new baby who was three months
old.

Q: | think that this might be a good point to stop. We'll pick up the next time with your
arrival in Brussels as Regional Security Officer in 1966.

*k*k

Today is September 22, 1995. This is a continuation of the interview with Ambassador
Tony Gillespie. Okay, Tony, you're in Brussels.

GILLESPIE: We made a stop on the way to Brussels. | think that it was really important -
at least for me. I think I mentioned that I had been in the Foreign Service for just over a
year. | had come into the Foreign Service as a Security Officer. | was direct transferred to
Brussels, with consultations en route in Washington.

My first meetings in Washington were with Marvin Gentile, the head of the Office of
Security, and his staff. What | learned there was something that | hadn't mentioned before
but had reinforced for me in Washington.

The DCM in Jakarta, Frank Galbraith, seconded by Ambassador Marshall Green, had
written two evaluations of my temporary duty there. One of them was in the form of a
cable from Ambassador Green to Ambassador Blair in Manila, repeated for the
information of Marvin Gentile in Washington. The other one was a more complete
Foreign Service evaluation. | think that it may have been a memorandum. Galbraith had
written it, and Ambassador Green appended some remarks to it. Both of them were really
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quite laudatory about my work at the Embassy in Jakarta during this period of temporary
duty. Galbraith in particular, both in writing and in conversation, said, "Look, you've
really participated in all of this crisis we've had here. You've been an active member of
the Embassy team as a Security Officer. | really think that you ought to keep your eyes
open for opportunities in the Foreign Service beyond the security area. If you ever want
to do that, I'll support you."

Well, that got back to Marvin Gentile in the Office of Security. Gentile's reaction was,
"Look, | know that you had taken the exams to come into the Foreign Service and you
came into the security area. My view of that is, the more ex-Security Officers we have in
the Foreign Service who understand the security business and what we're trying to do, the
better off we'll all be.” He continued, "I just want you to know that if you have an
opportunity to move beyond security into administration or other areas, you'll have my
support. Just don't 'cut my legs off." Let me know what's happening."

Q: That was very far-sighted of him.
GILLESPIE: Yes, | thought so. Of course, | took this as a very positive development.

The next appointment for me in Washington was to consult with the Bureau of European
Affairs (EUR), and particularly the Executive Office of the bureau, EUR/EX. | didn't
know very much about Brussels, but what | quickly learned was that we had, not one
Embassy, but at that point two Missions. We had the Embassy accredited to Belgium and
we had the U.S. Mission to the European Community, or USEC. It had just undergone a
name change, because the Community itself had been renamed about that time. | found
that | was not going to just another place like the Philippines but rather to a place where
there were two Ambassadors, two DCMs, and so forth.

Q: And then there was our Mission to North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO.)

GILLESPIE: No, that came later. The big change for me came when NATO moved from
Paris to Brussels. | met Robert Brewster - later Ambassador Robert Brewster, who was
the Executive Director of EUR, and his deputy, Victor Dikeos. It turned out that Dikeos
himself was an admin generalist. He had been the Administrative Counselor at the
Embassy in Beirut, Lebanon, earlier. However, he had also started out in the Foreign
Service as a Security Officer. He had branched out and had become an Foreign Service
Officer through the "lateral entry" process. Vic took me very much under his wing. We
got to know each other very well and later on, as you will see, he was my boss on two
occasions.

| started to learn much more about what | would need to know as the Supervisory
Regional Security Officer. | would be responsible for the two Embassies in Brussels. |
would have the Embassy in The Hague (Netherlands), the Consulates General in
Amsterdam and Rotterdam (Netherlands), and the Embassy in Luxembourg in my area of
responsibility. So | picked up a lot there from Brewster, Dikeos, and their team, as well as
from the new group of security people that | was dealing with, who covered Europe
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instead of Asia. So they got me off on the road.

However, even then | began to learn that there was an officer called the Under Secretary
for Management, called "O" in those days and now called "M." The Under Secretary for
Management at the time was Idar Rimestad. He was something of a legend in the Foreign
Service.

Q: He had an attention span of 30 seconds, or something like that.

GILLESPIE: Yes. So there was the Rimestad crew. And then, if my memory serves me,
they followed a very traditional administrative and management approach. The idea was
to get the resources the Department needs - no matter what you have to do to get them.
We were going through constant issues and questions about our administrative support
for other agencies and reimbursement for those things. | began to see how complex this
process was.

The complexity was further compounded because even then, in the mid-1960s, | began to
learn that there were people with different ideas. There were Foreign Service Officers
who had come in through the examination process who had early stage MBAs (Master's
degrees in Business Administration), who had studied business. They were coming into
the Foreign Service and wondered why the State Department managed itself in certain
ways. A name that was kind of up in the lights at that time, if | remember correctly, was
Tom Stern. New management techniques were coming into vogue. The Harvard Business
School and the Harvard Business Review were...

Q: Tom Stern had studied at Syracuse University.

GILLESPIE: Yes, but the point here was that they were introducing things like sensitivity
training and behavioral kinds of activity in management. As it turned out, this was
anathema to some of the administrators and to some of the security people. Much to my
chagrin then, but to my later benefit, | kind of leaned in that direction. I kind of liked
some of that stuff because it led back to some of the industrial psychology concepts that |
had studied as an undergraduate at UCLA.

In any event | went off to Europe with that kind of thing in my mind. The name of John
Rooney, Congressman John Rooney, Chairman of the House Appropriations Sub-
Committee on the State Department first really entered my vocabulary.

Q: He was a Congressman from Brooklyn.

GILLESPIE: A Brooklyn Congressman who really was the individual who literally
controlled the State Department's funding. There was no question about it. It was he - no
sub-committee, no committee, no chairman - just Congressman John Rooney who really
controlled the Department's fundin