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1 Introduction

The purpose of this document is to bring attention to the Tolong Siki writing system. Very little information
about this script is available. Further research is required to determine the full requirements for encoding the
script. It is requested that Tolong Siki be allocated in the Supplementary Multilingual Plane (SMP).

2 Background

Tolong Siki is an alphabetic script based upon a Brahmi model. It has no genetic relationship to other writing
systems. The script is written from left to right. It was developed for writing Kurukh, a Dravidian language
spoken primarily in the states of Jharkhand, Bihar, and Chattisgarh. Information about the user community
and usage remains to be determined.

Tolong Siki was designed by Narayan Oraon of Gumla district, Jharkhand over an eighteen-year period
with assistance from Francis Ekka, the former director of the Central Institute of Indian Languages (CIIL),
Mysore; Ramdayal Munda, the former Vice Chancellor of Ranchi University; and Nirmal Minz.! Tolong
Siki was published on May 15, 1999. The script was given some formal recognition by the state government
of Jharkhand at an event held on April 3, 2007 at Ranchi University.?

Two digitized fonts are available for Tolong Siki. “Singi Dai”” was designed by Nemhas Ekka of Lohardaga
district, Jharkhand and released in March 2007. The second, “Kelly Tolong” was designed by Kislaya IT
Services (KITS) and released in April 2007. The “Kelly Tolong” font is used in the proposed code chart and
nameslist shown in Figure 1.

3 Character Repertoire

Tolong Siki consists of 58 characters: 35 consonant letters, 6 vowel letters, 7 diacritics, and 10 digits. Latin
punctuation is used. The proposed character names follow the UCS convention for naming characters of
Indic scripts. All names are tentative, especially those for signs. Character properties are as follows:

11C00; TOLONG SIKI LETTER I;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;:;
11C01; TOLONG SIKI LETTER E;Lo;O0;L;;:;::N;7:::;
11C02; TOLONG SIKI LETTER U;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;:;
11C03; TOLONG SIKI LETTER O;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;:;
11C04; TOLONG SIKI LETTER A;Lo;0;L;;:;::N;7:::;
11C05; TOLONG SIKI LETTER AA;Lo;0;L;;;::N;;5:
11C06; TOLONG SIKI LETTER PA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:N;;;:;;
11C07; TOLONG SIKI LETTER PHA;Lo;O0;L;;;::N;;::;

! KurukhWorld 2008. 2 The Telegraph 2007.
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11C08; TOLONG
11C09; TOLONG
11COA; TOLONG
11COB; TOLONG
11C0C; TOLONG
11COD; TOLONG
11COE; TOLONG
11COF; TOLONG
11C10; TOLONG
11C11; TOLONG
11C12; TOLONG
11C13; TOLONG
11C14; TOLONG
11C15; TOLONG
11C16; TOLONG
11C17; TOLONG
11C18; TOLONG
11C19; TOLONG
11C1A; TOLONG
11C1B; TOLONG
11C1C; TOLONG
11C1D; TOLONG
11C1E; TOLONG
11C1F; TOLONG
11C20; TOLONG
11C21; TOLONG
11C22; TOLONG
11C23; TOLONG
11C24; TOLONG
11C25; TOLONG
11C26; TOLONG
11C27; TOLONG
11C28; TOLONG
11C29; TOLONG
11C2A; TOLONG
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11C2B; TOLONG

11C2C; TOLONG SIKI SIGN

11C2D; TOLONG
11C2E; TOLONG
11C2F; TOLONG
11C30; TOLONG
11C31; TOLONG
11C32; TOLONG
11C33; TOLONG
11C34; TOLONG
11C35; TOLONG
11C36; TOLONG
11C37; TOLONG
11C38; TOLONG
11C39; TOLONG

SIKI
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SIKI
SIKI
SIKI
SIKI
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SIGN

SIGN
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DIGIT
DIGIT
DIGIT
DIGIT
DIGIT
DIGIT
DIGIT
DIGIT
DIGIT
DIGIT

SIX;Nd;0;L;;6;

NINE;Nd;O0;L;;9;

6;6;

9;9;

rrororr

4 References

Ekka, Nemhas. 2007. “Tolong Siki: Basic rules of letters”. http://www.kurukhworld.bravehost.com/

Kurukhworld. “Cultural Elements of Kurukh Community: Language & Literature”. 2008. http://www.
kurukhworld.bravehost.com/english/lang lit.htm

The Telegraph. “Kurukh font launched”. Wednesday, April 04, 2007. Calcutta. http://www.telegraphindia.
com/1070404/asp/ranchi/story 7602864 .asp

TolongSiki.com. http://tolongsiki.com/.



Preliminary Proposal to Encode the Tolong Siki Script in the UCS Anshuman Pandey

11C0 11C1 11C2 11C3 Vowel letters
11C00 P TOLONG SIKI LETTER |
11C01 ¥ TOLONG SIKI LETTERE
0 ‘P (‘b 8) 0 11C02 # TOLONG SIKILETTER U
e | e | 1o | 11cmo 11C03 # TOLONG SIKI LETTERO
11C04 1 TOLONG SIKI LETTER A
11C05 T TOLONG SIKI LETTER AA
1|V | 60 B | c |
11C01 11C11 11C21 11C31 onsonant etters
11C06 O TOLONG SIKI LETTER PA
11C07 9 TOLONG SIKI LETTER PHA
2 ? @ 03 8 11C08 © TOLONG SIKI LETTER BA
v | men | nem | ucm 11C09 &9 TOLONG SIKI LETTER BHA
11COA e TOLONG SIKI LETTER MA
11COB 6 TOLONG SIKI LETTER TA
3 3' GB J) 8 11COC 6 TOLONG SIKI LETTER THA
11COD & TOLONG SIKI LETTER DA
1ces | M1 | Uem | 1es 11C0E & TOLONG SIKI LETTER DHA
11COF en TOLONG SIKI LETTER NA
21 1 1YW @O 3 11C10 @ TOLONG SIKI LETTER TTA
o c o o 11C11 6 TOLONG SIKI LETTER TTHA
lcos | licld | mca | e 11C12 ® TOLONG SIKI LETTER DDA
11C13 @® TOLONG SIKI LETTER DDHA
s Tl D P e 11C14 % TOLONG SIKI LETTER NNA
11C15 ® TOLONG SIKI LETTER CA
11C05 | 115 | 1C25 | UC3 11C16 @ TOLONG SIKI LETTER CHA
11C17 @ TOLONG SIKI LETTER JA
11C18 @ TOLONG SIKI LETTER JHA
6 U 63 m é 11C19 ¢ TOLONG SIKI LETTER NYA
11C06 11C16 11C26 11C36 11C1IA ) TOLONG SIKI LETTER KA
11C1B @ TOLONG SIKI LETTER KHA
O 11C1C @ TOLONG SIKI LETTER GA
7 (9 3 6 11C1D (9 TOLONG SIKI LETTER GHA
uco7 | €17 | 11c27 | 1cs7 11C1E e TOLONG SIKI LETTER NGA
11CIF & TOLONG SIKI LETTER YA
11C20 ® TOLONG SIKI LETTER RA
8 O Ga ‘3 & 11C21 1B TOLONG SIKI LETTER LA
11C08 11C18 11C28 11C38 11C22 @& TOLONG SIKI LETTER VA
o 11C23 &€ TOLONG SIKI LETTER NNYA
Q9 6') 11C24 @ TOLONG SIKI LETTER SA
9 11C25 B TOLONG SIKI LETTER HA
11C09 11C19 11C29 11C26 ™M TOLONG SIKI LETTER XA
11C27 8 TOLONG SIKI LETTER RRA
e 11C28 48 TOLONG SIKI LETTER RRHA
Al €&) | O 3 _ .
11C0A 11C1A 11C2A VarIOl’:IS Slgns
11C29 < TOLONG SIKI SIGN MITLA
11C2A ©: TOLONG SIKI SIGN SELA
B O w I 11C2B I TOLONG SIKI SIGN TALA
11C0B 11C1B 11C2B 11C2C o TOLONG SIKI SIGN NUKTA
11C2D © TOLONG SIKI SIGN OVERBAR
11C2E o TOLONG SIKI SIGN UNDERBAR
C 63 CO 11C2F > TOLONG SIKI SIGN GHETLA
[ ]
11C0C 11C1C 11C2C DI g ItS
- 11C30 0 TOLONG SIKI DIGIT ZERO
D c).) 08 L 11C31 | TOLONG SIKI DIGIT ONE
ucon | 1cwp | 11com 11C32 & TOLONG SIKI DIGIT TWO
11C33 § TOLONG SIKI DIGIT THREE
11C34 3 TOLONG SIKI DIGIT FOUR
E &9 6\) 11C35 e TOLONG SIKI DIGIT FIVE
ncoe | vcE | mcsE 11C36 €& TOLONG SIKI DIGIT SIX
11C37 & TOLONG SIKI DIGIT SEVEN
-9 11C38 & TOLONG SIKI DIGIT EIGHT
F en 6 11C39 e TOLONG SIKI DIGIT NINE
11COF 11C1F 11C2F

Figure 1: Proposed code chart and nameslist for Tolong Siki
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Figure 2: The Tolong Siki script (from TolongSiki.com).
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(TNl WIKRP OP @PF MV3H)

TNV WO 7NV NIOSP MVH H1ROT.
M AW T M Fg W WAl MDD ¥OIP ¥BRBI
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Figure 4: A Kurukh story in Devanagari and Tolong Siki (from Ekka 2007: 13).





