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ABOUT KASHMIRI LANGUAGE AND DEVANAGARI-KASHMIRI SCRIPT:

Introduction:

In olden times, Kashmiri was written in Sharada, one of the oldest scripts which was
developed around 10th century. Some scholars are of the view that Sharada used to be
our script for writing Sanskrit, which we subsequently used to write Kashmiri. Indo-
Roman type was used for writing Kashmiri for quite some time, but it could not become
popular. The Persio-Arabic script has been recognised as the official script for Kashmiri
by the government. Devanagari-Kashmiri did not receive any official patronage but it
continued to be used by Kashmiri Pandits as a medium of writing. However there was
one lacuna. Writers used different set of diacritical marks to represent peculiar Kashmiri
sounds and this resulted in chaos and confusion among the readers.

In 1995, a committee of scholars agreed on adopting a particular set of diacritical
marks for the peculiar Kashmiri sounds. This set of diacritical marks continued to be
used in Devanagari-Kashmiri till the year 2002, when another committee of experts led
by Dr. Roop Krishen Bhat, under the auspices of Northern Regional Language Centre of
the Central Institute of Indian Languages (Ministry of Human Resources Development),
decided to further modify some of the diacritical marks. The said Committee agreed
upon a set of modified vowels and diacritical marks, leading to finalisation of the
Standardised Devanagari-Kashmiri script towards end of the year 2002. This Script is
now being used, or set to be used by all for uniformity in writing Kashmiri in Devanagari.
The Standardised Devanagari-Kashmiri Alphabet has the following set of Vowels and
Consonants:

Vowels (%)
7,3, 9,3, 9,30,8,3,39,9,%,0,T, T, 3N, 3, 3, o

37', 35, Q’JVT, 3TT', Q, and 311 have been introduced in Kashmiri Vowels to represent the

peculiar Kashmiri sounds which are strange to Nagari. There is no place for Visarga
(31:) in Kashmiri. I and d are considered vowels when they represent second

members of a conjunct (as in €] and X))

Consonants (<)

®, G, T q, B, T
4, 8,9 T, 3, S
d, o, g, A q, %, 9, A
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g, X, o, d q, ¥, © El
There are three affricative consonants in Kashmiri which are strange to the Nagari
alphabet. They are, as you see above, ¥, ©¥ and .M.

Kashmiri has no aspirated sonants like ¥, ¥, @, & and H. So HIC can be written
as IIC and HY as dY in Kashmiri. Similarly ¥, & and =l are also not part of the

Kashmiri alphabet. They are often but not always retained in Kashmiri to write words
directly borrowed from Sanskrit and Hindi. € and Ul are generally replaced by Anusvara

( ' ) in Kashmiri, but can also be used to represent words borrowed from Sanskrit and

Hindi. For example, STHIVTS can also be written as SIS,

Vowels (¥R)

31, o, 31, 37, 3, 31T, §, %, 9, %, K, Q, Y, 0, 30, 3, 3, 3f and T 8 T

(when they represent second members of a Conjunct).

We all know how to read and pronounce the Vowels which already exist in Hindi

alphabet viz:
o9, 5,88, 9, %, 0,4, 0, 3, 8, -7, 7
Some illustrations using these vowels (and their matras) in Kashmiri are given here:

: I, IY, IRdlg, A3

: 3R, AR, 3R, 3R
:W,W,EH,EI'@'\’

1 SUICH, Sl

. fopor, e, 9K, RgR
:éﬂﬁ,g’ﬂ'\’

: ¥R, 99, dR

o2 e I B
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n *I’ g{G a

s 7/

L SV

NS e’

-
-q

: IORY, IABY

- g9, B3, ER

3, SN

- R, S, g

: RIS

- P, I

: URRTS

: W, goldl, #G

: %

: 3, 3lie, Iiga

: TRY, AR, AR

: 3w, ISR

;T

D3,

: g, ¥ed, 9IS

D G (), &P (THY)
: §98 (), ==, 99 (39)

Now, we will learn reading and pronouncing the Vowels which have specially been

introduced in the Standardised Devanagari-Kashmiri alphabet to represent some

peculiar sounds of the Kashmiri language viz:

~

3, 3, 37, 31T, T, 3N
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: 3E (half), X (arm)
=5y (a piece of cloth)
SR (hard), 3Tt (ill)
It (swallow), FT%V? (yellow rice)
URIE] (poverty), B (whom)

e

&

: Igd (bridge), TH (run)
d (me), HYT (skin)
odef (come), dIX dIX (slowly)
Iqg (first), WX (slip)
SV (a type of shawl)

«%

: 3fSH, ISIH (eighth), TH (tent)
dX (cold), QY HIeT (deep mala)
TS (veil),

YY (one who speaks through nose)

: 3T (mouth), 3R (plum)
aR (window), G (maina)
IR (cucumber), qrer (similarity)

!

Q : w (favour), L6 (flame)
22 (body), AfeT (then)
ﬂg (wetness), a_s' (sparks)

3T : 3N (clouds), 3 (blind)
3 (frail), PIF (bribe)
N (flock)
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Let us now combine Anusvara

—¢

«

: F;IJG (branch), 3?|’Trf (swan)

ﬁﬁfﬂ? (fig), %“n:[ (coloured)

o

S EREC) (around), TSI (to count)

: 1:Ibf'%'\’ (stone of the fruit)

a1t gl’TTf (boatman)

pTJ- (to shiver), Tis (kite)
Eﬁ'\ﬂa (made of bamboo)

ej‘s'—w (to groan)

f[_g’ (scoundrel), H_TJ'S' (twentyfive)
G\xﬁg—g—tjg (make excuses)
Eg'?%{ dc (younger female child)

. P8 (somethimg)

TS (finger), ST (fire)
'\':TTQ?'[ (a flower)

with

, Tand T:

-

-~
~

Before proceeding further, we will have a look at the symbols and diacritical marks in
Indo-Roman script, devised by ‘Project Zaan’, to represent Vowels and diacritical marks
of the Devanagari-Kashmiri alphabet:
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Kashmiri in Indo-Roman Script — Vowels:

S 888 ATAY ddaag @¢E @ G4

is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by

is represented by

is represented by

Qe Q

O o o O

- [T =

O 8 (] -

O-

n
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Kashmiri in Indo-Roman Script — Consonants:

In the last Lesson, we learned the symbols and diacritical marks in Indo-Roman script, to
represent Vowels and diacritical marks of the Devanagari-Kashmiri alphabet. In this
Lesson, we will learn about those Consonants, which have varied applications in the
Indo-Roman script:

N oA § A ¢ a ad o ag 9 ¢ o g g

is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by
is represented by

is represented by

kh
ch
ts
chh
tsh
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Exercise 1
Using Vowels in Indo-Roman Script

a sar (lake) (W)
mas (hair) (79)
& anz (swan) ()
land (lame) (efe)
a dar (window) (FR)
|&r (cucumber) (@)
a yar (friend) (IR)
nar (fire) (AR)
G bd (I, me) (@)
rds (slip) (9)
au aushad (medicine) (3ierR)
daulath  (wealth) (Srer)
é réth (month) (7o)
dén (days) (= )
& dég (cauldron) (3m)
ner  (go) (R)
é réh (flame) (@)
sréh (wetness) (3B)
i sir (secret) (RR)
chiran  (fat of the entrails) (foR™)
i sir (brick) (IR)
vir (willow) (dR)
i val (quickly) (T)
kal (dumbs) ()
o) mokh  (face) (=)
son (gold) (w9)
o) mor (peacock) (AR)
sonth  (spring) (o)
6 dor (hard) (ER)
kénd (thorn) (dfe)
G kul (tree) (Pe1)
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busar  (very hot water) (g¥R)
U mul (root) (9e7)

sur (ashes) (W)
i tar (cold) ()

diph  (lamp) (3%)
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I achh
Is ad
Jifest adij
KNIC) ajib
3fe anz
G2k kats
PHIS kamiz
A katij
gL k&mis
DA k&mind
skl gatshin
B gar
UEIEl garibi
SHH zamin
BRI tamiz
GRIES tarikd
T8 tahar
i3Sl daz

N dar
BRI patshi
Re parin
Rl bansari
7% méchh
TR madrer
R |&r
IR sadr

Exercise 2

Reading Words with a (3)

(eye)
(half)
(bone)
(strange)
swan)

how many)

(poverty)
(land, earth)

(manners)
(way)
(yellow rice)
(burnt)
(hard)
(quests)
(let read)
(flute)
(fly)
(sugar)
(house)

(

sea)

Kashmir News Network

11

http://iKashmir.net/ mkraina/index.html



How to read and write Kashmiri in Devanagari ?

M.K.Raina

AT ab
ABIA aphin
P kani
PR karigar
P! kaphi
GCAINK] katil
Grefl khali
MR gar
NIES] jahil
Sitelt jali
L] tath
S dal
GIEIS taviz
a4 dan
IR dar
EIE pran’
griRan bariya
GIES| béns
IR | méj
Ar®! maphi
arer méansh
IR |&r
aret Vaj
Efl"{IEr Varyuav
el hénkal

Exercise 3

(fault)
(opium)

(one-eyed)

(skilled person)

(plenty)
(murderer)

(empty)

(water chestnut)

(ignorant)
(fake)
(dear)
(present)

(amulet)

(pomegranate)

(window)

buffalo)

(cucumber)

(ring)

(in-laws’ place)

(chain, latch)

Reading Words with a (aif)
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ba

tsl

kadul
kal(

khar

tlkh

dusl
pandn
mUslQ
vola

vard
taslinz
kaslnz
tuhdnz
yalQ
padir sih
dakd vol
vaz(
nalkd vol
koklr
slts

drik

vat(

atd
vandi

natd

Exercise 4

Reading Words with G (3r)

[, me
you
bridge
head
slip

run

a type of shawl

own
problem
come
slowly
his, her
whose
your
loose
lion

post man
cook
plumber
hen
tailor
leech
stigma
shoulder
winter

otherwise
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B kit
Eag kiins
g'\’ tar

SCB riph
gH khim{
g diiph
I sit
TS glingath
g'_CFZ[ tink
g BR tiint kor
TG khiinkh
gﬁﬂ puntsim
33[%# Gthim
gﬁa purith
§'\‘r dis

Exercise 5
Reading Words with i (s1)

how many?
young ones
cold

form

tent
incense
along with
veil

money
catgut

one who speaks through nose
fifth

eighth
bedecked
cudgel
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q g%%%%g%g%%ﬁﬁ%éﬂ‘@

chhé
kénh

téli

réh

béh

yéli

géni
shéshtar
tréyum
shétyul
ashéni
maharén'
néchuav
sékyul
shéginun

péchan

Exercise 6

Reading Words with é ()

is
something
then
flame
sit down
when
wrinkles
iron
third
century
wife
bride
son

sandy
to become

scorned
paternal aunt
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RS CP L LR R STTRRSERELE

nyom
dor
poz
kor
sém
bémvar
tsok
sén
tyoth
lyédar
thos’
hohvar
dob
phyodk
hot
osh
hyor
poh
modur
tomul
rés
kormat
némarun
mohnyuv
poz

obur

Exercise 7

Reading Words with 6 (sit)

lemon
hard
fact
did
level
tuesday
sour
deep
bitter
yellow
lumps

inlaws

washerman

shoulder
throat
tear

up
Posha
sweet
rice
without
have done
to bend
servant
fact

clouds
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Jfes adij
o adran
M égun
EPIA ahankar
JARae akhith
3fepairoilg aktajih
S CHIE) allgab
ST onguj
3 anzim
R anér
SN ashén
315{@’\’ aplzyor
3N aslvun
ISR ayijar
Ivgeh azyuk
NI azol
JAB aphin
38 SN adl dog
SO adyul
e virs ad zad
SN ajiz
SICHE akhtay
G akor
STgH akyum
Jitfera alich
AT allban
IER anlhor

Exercise 8

Practice in reading words

bone

to mix up
fire
conceited
untrue
fortyone
unknowingly
finger
index finger
blindness
wife

liar
laughing
softness
todays

not burnt

opium

half pounded

large bone
mutual abuse
helpless
moreover
unboiled
first

sour cherry
plough

unmarried
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Exercise 9
Practice in reading words

R gA ko buth ugly faced
CAIER] kabil capable
GIE) kochd lane
PR kanddrén'  baker's wife
PR kangdr fire pot
Pfefst kulinj acute colic
DPHY kamchd a whip
Gais ka&nph trembling
LCERGR khabardari  taking care
T khoji a Khoja
TR khokhur hollow
ECNE| khinzin  to pluck
TR kharin she-ass
g IS khots(i bud easily terrified
TR khatéri punishment
G o khayilad  rusty

g khyuch obstruction
& khyomut eaten

LCN| khésh happy
EEN khazir date

s gyad bunch
qggh godanyuk  first

RCKIC) golab rose
Tore ganzrin to count
Tﬂ'{r gosu anger

T3 ganth kite
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Exercise 10

Practice in reading words

EERERE chichriharay scream

=T chogl
qg chaki
Bl chal
TARR charér
=Y chéth
IRA char(voy
Ac chont
gfey chétin
BIR chhang(r
vad chokh
BarT chhémbun
B chhanér
BRI chharah
%‘{iﬂ chhiryav
Bad chhatiri
BigT chhantin
BIo chhatsrun
P jug
SN jéjir
S| jal

ST jom

I jul

SRl jani

BN junphdr
GH juri
STare javani

gown
desire
excitemen
idiocity
drunk
quadruped
chin
chutnee
hurry
wound
threshing
emptiness
only

a kind of fish
umbrella
to pick

to whiten
ascetic
hookah
network
Jammu

a bag
goodness
a hut

pair

youth
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] tach
553 tadh
ead téchal
| teng
Ciil tong(
Al tiing
L] tékh
feagat tikyul
TAR tongur
3 tenth
U] thagil
CEAE] th&hrav
i thikin
f3epr thikand
3 theld
SR thanday
3 than
i thinth
SES dod
$S dudd
S dang
I dagini
SR dangar
SR déjar
Tah dok

ferR dimbur

Exercise 11

Practice in reading words

a kind of cap
rumour
spotted
hillock
tumour

a sob

a mere drop
tethering peg
hand-hoe
self-conceit
cheating
pause

stand firmly
abode

large bag
cooling drink
atrap

all property
one & a half
uninvited

a mace

a witch

grain seller
looseness
hump-backed
the belley
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tab’
tabUr
tihar
tikyazi
téli

téh
tuhund
tolach
témbar
thaj
thékun
than’
thapar
thosilad
thalun
thokal
thard
dubd
doéb
dabrun
du-bor

dégan

§2199737243

4

néchuav
navréh
nayid
nérnay
nastur

FESTEEFFELEYEFER

narij

Exercise 12

Practice in reading words

dependent
axe

apex
because
then
arrogance
yours
defeat
cataract
dish

to boast
butter

slap
wearied

to trim
spitter
trembling
upside down
washerman
to bury
two-doored
twofold
son

new year
barber
decision
flat nosed

conduit
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Exercise 13
Practice in reading words

SIE pachhin fowl
IR parud mercury
ﬁ:{rr pedun to ooze
LR pahal shepherd
RICE] pakhlch a wing
IR polur infirm
g pambuchh  lotus nut
‘CF‘i""I'l\r phangri penniless
PER phahor rough
EENEN phojér blossoming
THHRI phakiri beggary
A phél boil

B phind froth

4% bochh hungry
EIEN banbir flurry
) bé dab ill shaped
S bodigi stupidity
CINEGI bagrin to divide
IgA bahydm twelfth
faara bikhar beggar
DR békor ugly
Aot machil poverty
qs mud foolish
g mandun to knead
EEEIE R méhmandari hospitality
LIl maj mother
e mokhas by rote
gehloq mUkal a blow
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BIceR| yodvay
i yog
Afepet yikil
IR yangur
a4 yan
afer yéli
IR yapor
UL yazman
R rachh
RS rand{
A rajuth
g™ rakhyus
Rfd= rikin
Id ral(

SCB riph
IR labar
SIEIR] lacharn
KICS] ladan
SEASY lédrer
SR laday
Y lékh
g vébuth
21734 véchhar
gy vodur
EES vadar
ERNG] véglun

Exercise 14

Practice in reading words

although
age of world
cross beam
charcoal burner
as soon as
when

this side
priest’s client
watch

rascal
king-hood
demon

slip

mixed

form

high ground
helplessness
kindly help
yellowness
quarrel
indecent abuse
riches
fatness
belley

iron clamp

to melt
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o shogl
W= shégan
el ol shah' lad
NI shénkh
fRreprd shikar
Kl shéchh
e shub

<Ll shéb
EEIEI shindy
qr sanchi
Niqlg sadah
K3IGEC] sadakh
JigdR sadrivar
A sagrun
SN sogl
&R sakhar
SECaC SOkOI
XJ-Ph3 sO-kath
qTefld salab
BIENES! sénblravin
fag his(
XY harani
ERYY harishuth
Ny hasakh
H hét

ERAS hatdr

Exercise 15

Practice in reading words

green pigeon
six fold
frost bitten
conch shell
hunter
message

splendour

auspiciousness

destruction
mould
sound
magician
fresh

to sprinkle
cheap

set forth
good time

good son
floods

to collect
part

female deer
joyfulness
rivalry
throat

white leprosy
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Exercise 16
Practice in reading sentences
(Courtesy: Project Zaan)

F ST G BTE 318 iR 3 ?
tsd kyazi chhukh thah thah karith asan

S RSN TS 919 3G |

dapan ratlinas gatshi band asun

311 A (g Pig T 31 9 g W3R A |

ath manz chhun( kanh shakh zi tst chhukh séthah téz

R e g1 foig Avige g9 ?

yiman gariban chhina zindl roznuk hakh ?

TR Aoy HIfST g1 D Wanel &= |

pandnis malis maji hiinz gathi khadmath karan
I A 51 9 g F Ared Aa |
basan chhim zi &8 chhay n( yoruk vépan
IRITE HTA M & IR |
variyah kal gom &2 praran

I 35T HRE W= GG AT T1efT |

vola az karav pran' path' katha batha

U 15 19 R fTer WiaTE w9 |

dapan razl gav yi buzith séthah haran

g1 91 diey fo STfh R w18 31fcy g o |
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vatan vatan vat tim akis nagas péth ta ati dyutukh thakh

EIS DR WA 3ATeld J IR B9 IR |

khojan kér mohnivis alav ta suras karGnavian lar
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Exercise 17
Practice in reading sentences
(Courtesy: Project Zaan)

F ST G BTE 318 iR 3 ?
tsd kyazi chhukh thah thah karith asan

S RSN TS 919 3G |

dapan ratlinas gatshi band asun

311 A (g Pig T 31 9 g W3R A |

ath manz chhun( kanh shakh zi tst chhukh séthah téz

R e g1 foig Avige g9 ?

yiman gariban chhina zindl roznuk hakh ?

TR Aoy HIfST g1 D Wanel &= |

pandnis malis maji hiinz gathi khadmath karan
I A 51 9 g F Ared Aa |
basan chhim zi &8 chhay n( yoruk vépan
IRITE HTA M & IR |
variyah kal gom &2 praran

I 35T HRE W= GG AT T1efT |

vola az karav pran' path' katha batha

U 15 19 R fTer WiaTE w9 |

dapan razl gav yi buzith séthah haran
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g a1 afey for Sifhg Ry w8 &1fty g o |

vatan vatan vat tim akis nagas péth td ati dyutikh thakh

IS DR AR 3ferd T 7R B9 AR |

khéjan kér mohnivis alav ti suras karGnavin lar
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Exercise 18
Practice in reading sentences - 2
(Courtesy: Project Zaan)

A g I T8 el T |

yi chhu kall pagah sélas gatshan.

3R 3R ST ToIR § <o B9 <11 9 |

amis asi jan guzard t( tavay chhas dayi bétri.

PIER TS A= AT 1 | 1Ry ST g1 R ey 37 Sai = Aol B iy |
kashur chhi san' maji zév. asi pazi pan(inén shurén st ath' zaban' manz kath kardn'.

IS el ¥ Fra 7 § oRg & 999 A  daro 6 3 fodra |
séthah kal gom sonchan zi ba Iekhd ha paninén rasman tu révajan péth akh kitab.

awaﬂﬂﬁg?ﬂﬂaﬁmmwlﬁawfismwl

dyar asnu siti gav nd kanh béd méhnyuv. dil gatshi béd asun.

g2 gfaEd AT 9 v g AT FR ATl Hia 9f ?

yath dlniyahas manz bani prath kanh chiz magar méaj kati bani.

g I G I18 = 3fer |tfesy Rivifer aeny arg s ot Wiy ReR e oy o= |

sl vakh(t chhuim yad pévan yéli sanis singli pashas akh akh gaz zéchhi
shishar ganti asu lagan.

TGa Io1e o B dh A g‘q’ et |
zithén yazath karun chh I6ktén hund pharz.

qige §fe o fo g e fRrgwee geog wwie g

panddvan hindi vakht( ti chh( kashiri hiddstanas sut samband osm(it.

1= g5 3ffe! & 9 g sR R | gt 7 ot w9 Sar = |

zithén hlinz &hi chhi prath satl bakar yivan. tihinz gatshi pazi mana siva kardn'.

DR 5 77 3ifaA T TRT BRI SIg 3TSH g8 Jorgfol faad or |

kashiri chhi prath dtham ti khas karith zéth( &tham doh talmdli divay lagan.
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Exercise 19
Practice in reading sentences - 3
(Courtesy: Project Zaan)

dfr 3 WISTE 4R, a9 31 ST I |

tati &s séthah birQ, tavay ayi as' vapas.

R Hol g AT WISE He M |
barsatas manz chhu yéti séthah rud pévan.

TR 37T 37 B = E1 3 o T Al |
parbatas and' and' chhi kanén hiinz akh thaz kalay.

o1 PfSH Y arpry aIR, 3T 3T TIfy TR B |

tath kathis as akay dar, ami Os tati gash kam.

A et & T 99 TR TR |

boni kulis chhi bad' pani vathir asan.

RMd [T § A8 SIHAR Rra= CISRN
ratd mogul chhi manhus janavar yivan mandna.

I ST 91 5 AR 9 $od d I 9 oo

sanis anglnas manz chhi tsor phras kul' ta z( tald kal'.

R & == Afey AR g 3 |
yi gar chhi myan' mal nébrl péthd animts.

911 IR g Sl ST e | A aTfer Ta o org |
ball thangis péth 0s jandi lagith. tét vatithly dydt asi thakh.

TeMRT 39T S @6 TR F1q9 9 79 R&aH |

gulmargi 0s shinas péth khar traviinas badd maza yivan.

Jier Rama g Hog= A1d 9 R |

sonth yivan(y chhu kalén név pan neran.
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