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Please put questions and comments into the Etherpad at

https://w.wiki/be4 

be4 we start: let’s open a backchannel for 
questions and comments
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Structure of the talk
⬡ Hello!
⬡ Overview of WikiCite
⬡ WikiCite since the 2018 Workshop on Open Citations

∙ Content
∙ Infrastructure, tools and workflows
∙ Events

⬡ Getting involved
⬡ Q & A
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Hello!
⬡ I am 

∙ Daniel Mietchen
∙ User:Daniel Mietchen

∙ thankful for the organization of the workshop
∙ a member of the WikiCite Steering Committee
∙ a biophysicist by training
∙ a data scientist at the University of Virginia’s 

School of Data Science
∙ @EvoMRI on Twitter
∙ looking forward to questions and comments
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https://datascience.virginia.edu/
https://twitter.com/EvoMRI


Overview of WikiCite
⬡ Community with the mission

∙ “to develop open citations and linked bibliographic data to serve 
free knowledge” using Wikimedia platforms, especially Wikidata

⬡ Homebase
∙ on (Wikimedia) Meta: WikiCite
∙ on Wikidata: WikiProject Source Metadata

∙ Oversees about ⅓ of Wikidata
⬡ Series of events

∙ 2016 Berlin, 2017 Vienna, 2018 Berkeley, 2020 decentral
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https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/WikiCite
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Source_MetaData


WikiCite reports
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The free knowledge base that 
anyone can use and edit. 

Image by Alex Lehner, CC BY 2.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Down_the_rabbit_hole_(35422356720).jpg


Count
11,406,670,125

174,342,519
35,979,005
25,755,859

1,576,769

Description
Triples
Citations
Scholarly articles
Items with a DOI
ORCIDs
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Wikidata in WikiCite numbers (i)
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Description
works to topics
works to people
people to education
people to employer
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Wikidata in WikiCite numbers (ii)

Count
11,872,474
19,091,720
  1,416,674
  1,065,921
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What about 
open citations?
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Source: 
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/WD:WoOC2018 

My 2018 WOOC talk was centred on citation 
networks around public health emergencies, 
specifically

● Zika virus pandemic
● Chikungunya outbreaks in Italy

One way to do this 2020 talk is to change those 
queries to “SARS-CoV-2”, “COVID-19” or 
“COVID-19 pandemic”, e.g. via the Scholia profile 
for the SARS-CoV-2 virus,  
https://scholia.toolforge.org/topic/Q82069695 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/WD:WoOC2018
https://scholia.toolforge.org/topic/Q82069695
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Scholia


WikiCite curation workflows
1. topic tagging

∙ e.g., "all the papers about SARS-COV-2"
2. author disambiguation

∙ e.g., "all papers by a given author"
3. ontology development

∙ e.g., "all papers about math education", incl. subtopics
4. subject affiliation

∙ e.g., "all papers from people at a given institution"
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Topic 
tagging
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Source:
https://w.wiki/bfh



Most popular topic tags, August 2020

1. schizophrenia
2. teenager
3. asthma
4. patient
5. tuberculosis
6. obesity
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7. India
8. endothelium
9. chemotherapy

10. colorectal cancer
11. nanoparticle
12. statistics



Zika virus infection

features -
1. model for disaster response
2. relatively complete for a 

pathogen
3. data model enriched as 

epidemic progresses
4. triggered tool development
5. re-used for technical tests 

and education
15

See also -
⬡ WikiProject Zika Corpus
⬡ COVID-19
⬡ WikiProject Humanitarian 

metadata
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https://scholia.toolforge.org/topic/Q27043680
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Zika_Corpus
https://scholia.toolforge.org/topic/Q84263196
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Humanitarian_Wikidata
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Humanitarian_Wikidata
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Zika virus infection
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locations discussed 
in papers
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https://scholia.toolforge.org/topic/Q27043680


Zika virus infection
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Locations of authors of papers on the topic
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Author disambiguation

strategy
1. use ORCID if/ when possible
2. anyone can disambiguate as they see fit
3. various mechanisms for quality control
4. tool support available
5. universities can disambiguate their people
6. avoiding thinking about how big the challenge is
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Source:
https://w.wiki/bg6

Author 
disambiguation



Subject affiliation

With affiliations, we can search by university or 
organization and get other info

1. faculty and their papers
2. research sites and clinical trials 
3. events, such as conferences and location
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Source:
https://w.wiki/bgC

Affiliation 
tagging



Vanderbilt University
Features - 
1. model for how any 

university can benefit
2. loaded all faculty into 

Wikidata
3. Working on linking 

them with their works

see also - 
1. Librarians @ Vandy
2. Vanderbot
3. Indiana
4. Canary Islands
5. Netherlands

23Daniel Mietchen - 9 September 2020 - DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.4019954 - Q&A: https://w.wiki/be4

https://news.vanderbilt.edu/2020/08/10/librarians-work-to-broaden-vanderbilts-research-reputation-with-wikidata-tools/
https://baskauf.blogspot.com/2020/02/vanderbot-python-script-for-writing-to.html
https://scholarworks.iupui.edu/handle/1805/17833
https://accedacris.ulpgc.es/handle/10553/60056
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Wiki-wetenschappers
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Clinical trials
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Tools in the Wikidata 
Ecosystem

Wiki
API, SPARQL endpoint

Wiki, API

Wikimedia Stats
Dashboard

Histropedia
ReCoin

QuickStatements           Mix’N’Match

Scholia

Bot icon by Robot by Creaticca Creative Agency from the Noun Project (CC BY 3.0)
User icon by Font Awesome (CC BY 4.0)
Tools icon by Verdy_p(CC0)
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M
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Big-bot-icon.svg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Font_Awesome_5_regular_user.svg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cog-icon-black.svg


Overview of Wikidata tools

EDIT

BROWSE

CHECK

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tools

https://wikidp.org/search?string=Python
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:100_SourceMD_input_field.png
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tools


What about open citations?
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Source:
http://wikicite.org/statistics.html



Bots
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⬡ VanderBot
∙ Curates Vanderbilt data

⬡ LargeDataSetBot
∙ Curates publicaiton items

⬡ RefB
∙ Adds references to Wikidata statements

⬡ OpenCitations_Bot (pending)
∙ To work on the open citation graph

http://baskauf.blogspot.com/2020/02/vanderbot-part-4-preparing-data-to-send.html
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User:LargeDatasetBot
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Requests_for_permissions/Bot/RefB_(WikiCred)
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Requests_for_permissions/Bot/OpenCitations_Bot


WikiCite events - history
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Events - today’s workshop
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https://scholia.toolforge.org/event/Q98918134



Upcoming activities - your turn!
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Source:
https://w.wiki/bgD



WikiCite grants
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Source:
https://w.wiki/bgD



WikiCite scholarships
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Source:
https://w.wiki/bgD



WikiCite scholarships
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Source:
https://w.wiki/bgD



WikiCite coordination
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Know someone 
who would be a 
great addition to 
the team? Perhaps 
even you?

Let us know!



Providers of open infrastructure
Presentation template by SlidesCarnival, under CC BY 4.0

Wikimedia/ Wikidata/ WikiCite community
Scholia team: Finn Nielsen, Egon WIllighagen, Lane Rasberry

Alfred P. Sloan Foundation
The organizers of the workshop

YOU

Thanks!
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https://www.slidescarnival.com/aliena-free-presentation-template/4597
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Your turn!
Any questions or comments?

You can find me at:

⬡ User:Daniel Mietchen
⬡ @EvoMRI
⬡ dm7gn@virginia.edu
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https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User:Daniel_Mietchen
https://twitter.com/EvoMRI
mailto:dm7gn@virginia.edu


Please put questions and comments into the Etherpad at

https://w.wiki/be4 

be4 we start: a backchannel for questions 
and comments
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