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The Governmente signatory to the present Conventien,

Deairing to facilitate the temporary importation of commercial
sampies, ‘ S TooTerEm

Having regard to the aims of the International Convention to
facilitate the Importation of Cosmercial Samples and Advertising -
Material drawn up at Geneva on 7th Noveaber, 1952, and opened for
signature on’' 1st February, 1953,

Have agised as follows :
ARTICIE I
For the purposes of the present Convention 1

(a) The term “samples™ means articles which are representative o
a particular catcgory of goods already produced or are examples
of goods the production of which 1o contemplated, on con=
dition that they : ' -

(1) are owned abroad and ar:z ‘mpurted golely for the purpose
of being shown or demonstratad in the territory of ime
portation for the soliciting of orders for goods to be |
supplied from abroad; and ' S

(2) ars not scld or put to nc-mal use except for purposes of
demonstration or used in any way for hires or reward while
in the verritery of importatisn; and

(3) are intended to be re-exported in due course; and

{4) are capable of identification on re-exportation;

but does not include identical articlos brought in by the same
individual, or sent to a single consignee, in such quantity

that, taken as a whole, they no longer constitute samples under
ordinary commercial usage.

The term "import dutiss” means customs duties and all other
duties and taxes payable on or in connection with importation,
and shali include all internal taxes and excise duties char-
geatle on imporied goods, but shall not include fees and char-
ges which are limited in amount toc the approximate cost of
services rendered and do not represent an indirect protection
to domestic products or a taxation of imports for fiscal pui-
poses.
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{¢) The term: ‘WE.CiS. oardet™ iSahnntillcua-oe-nsrcianx «:Commercial
samples) means tﬁiﬂoen-nat ‘drawn up under ‘that description by
the Counéil,” PepPoduced id the Adnex to the présent Convention,
This docuisnt ‘shall be’printed in French, English and the
official’ langvage, or one of the official languages, of the
country of issue.

{d) The term "apprcved assoociation™ means an association spprove’
by the Customs _authorities =f any Contracting Party for the.
issus of E,C.S. carnets or for the provision of the gusrantee

.of “the payment of the’ Amport datioi and ~othi shzrges ter_‘d

to'in Aruclo I of ﬂm“ ress :

W?-por»ation or tho ln-yiol.

{£) Thé term™ guaranteeing association™ means an approved asso-
ciationr in the country cof importation which provides the guae-
rantes for the payment of the impor% duties and other charges
referred to in Article II of the pressnt Convention.

(g) The term "the Convention establishing the Council™ means the
Convention establishing the Customs Co-opuration Council donr
at Brus:tls on 15th December, 1950.

(h} The term "the Council"™ means the Custcms Co-operstion Council
referred tc in sub-paragraph (g of this Articl.e.

ARTICLE IT

Tk

i, Each guaranteeing associaticn shall guarantee to pay tc the
Customs authorities of the territory in which it is established
the amount of the import duties and other charges referred to
in paragraph 4 >f this Article which may become due in respect
of samples imported into that country under cover of E.C.S.
carneta issusd by a corresponding issuing association. The "
11ability of the guaranteeing association shall not sxceed tho
amount of the iwport duties by more than ten per cent.

)

2. E.C.S5. carnets shall bes issued by issuing associations. Carnets
shall be issued only to persons, natural or legal, resident in
the country of issue who can establiah that they are manu-
facturars or traders or rspresentatives cr employees of manu-
factursrs or traders. T

3. Notwithstanding the proviasiocns of paragrapi. 2 of this Article,
issuing asscciations may issue carnets to persons not resident
in the countey of issue if the Customs authorities of the
country of temporary importation agree to accept carnets so
issued.

4. Each Contracting Party shall, in the case of samples which are
imported into its territory by a natural person resident in
the territory of ancther Contracting Party and which qualify
for temporary admission into its territory free of import
duties, accept, as dina security for the amcunt of the import
duties and of other charges {(other than the fees and charges
mentioned in sub-paragraph {bj of Article I of the present
Conventicn)} which may arise as a result of the temporary duty-
fres importation of such samples, E.C.S. carnets valid for
its territory and issued and used in accordancs with the con-
ditions iaid down in this Convention.
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5. Notwithatanding the provisions of paragraph 4 of this Article,
Centractirg Parties may accept E.C.S. carnets, under sich cone
diticns as they may determine, for unacccmpanied samples or
for samples imported by a natural person resident in their
territory.

- ARFTCLE

LA ER

E.C. S. garnotn or .. . of E. C S. carnets 1ntondnd to'be
issued in the country 1{,4 which the caraets are laported and which
are scnt to an approve’ .ssoclation concerned with the Lssue of
such carnets by a cov srvonding foreign Ilio&ilticﬁ, by an inter-’
national organisat’: . - by the Customs aithorities of a Contracting
Party, shall be a.~'* 2 fras of import duties and free of any im-
port prohibition o. striction. Corresponding facilities shill be
grantsd at exportatien.

ARTICLE JV

Ir applienﬁlo, the issuing asscciztion shall indicate on the
cover and on the importaticn vouchers of the carnet the countries
in which it is not valid.

ARTICLE V

Iasuing associations shall il;ul E.2.S. carnets with a period
of validity no> exceeding one year from the date of lssue.

ARTICLE VI

Once an E.7.2. carnet has been issued by an issuing association
no extra itam sha11 be wdded to the list of samples enuneratod on
the reverse of ths cover of the carnet.

ARTICLE VI

1. The samplas imported under cover of an E.C.S. carnet shall be
re-expnrted in the same general state within the period of
validity of the carnet and within the periocd determined by the
Customs authorities of the country of temporary importation,
which ahall not, in any case, exceed the period of validity of
ths carnet.

2. Saaples covered by an E.C.5. carnat which are exported or im-
perted in one consignment, shall also be re-imported or re-
exported in one consignment unless the Custcms authorities of
the countries concerned allow otherwise.

3. Evidence of re-sxportation shall be provided by the re-
exportation certificate completed in the E.C.S. carnet by the
Customs authorities of the country into wnich the samples were
temporarily imported.
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1. In nny case ia uhieh.th.,cuntu-sznuthgptbicu,osiarContrnetin‘
Party waive:the: requiremsnt-cof::re=exportation of certain sam-
ples admitted into: their: territory under cover of an E.C.S.
carnet, the guaranteesing asscciation shall be discharged from .
its obligations only when the Customs authorities of the
country of temporary importation have certified in the carnet.
Lhat:the pbl!&tiuﬁ“irot‘mini ‘samples - not- re=exported has been ==
regularised. :-T - S

24 When samples temporarily:iuported cannot. be re-~exported as &
result ‘of a: seisure; other than a seisure made: at- the: sult-of
private persons, the resquirement: of re-exportation: within-the::
periods provided for in Article VII of the present COnvontLonf
Ihlll bo lulpondjd for th. duration of the loituro.: SE

3. tThn Culﬁull authoritiol ahell notify, 86 far as potuibln, to
the guaranteeing associution, asisures made by or on behalf
of the Customs authorities of samples admitted under cover of
E.C.S. carnets guaranteed by that association and shall advise
it of the measures they intend to take.

When tho Custons authorities of a Contracting Party have une
conditionally certified the re-exportation of samples in an E.C.S.
carnst thay can no longer claim from the guaranteeing association
payment of the amounts referred to in Article II of the present Con-
vention in respsct of these samples. A claim may nevertheless still
be made ageinat the guaranteeing association if it is -subsequently
discovered that the certificats of re=exportation was obtained imw
properly or fraudulently or that there had besen & breach of the
conditiont of tempsrary importation.

ARTICLE X

Customs certificates on E.C.S. carnets used under the cone
ditions laid down in the pressnt Convention shall not be subject to
the payment of charges for Customs attendance at cuatons offteal and
posts during the normal business hours.

ARTICLE XI

1. If an E.C.S. carnet has not bsen regularly discharged, the
Customs authorities of the country of temperary importation
may, even if the carnet has expired, accept as evidence of re-
exportation of the samplea, unless they are in possession of
pesitive evidence of non-re-sxportation :

{a) the particulars entered by the Customs auchorities of
another Contracting Party on the E.C.S., carnet on re-im-
portation into the country of departure, provided that
the pa~ticulars relate to a re~importation which can be
proved to have taken place after the re-exportation which
it is dmtended to establish;

a,
o
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T

(b) -a:certificate: by the: Customs: authorities of.another .- -
;- Contracting: Party which:ia bassd-on the:particulars: con-
Aained-in: a voucher which has besn detiached from the - ..

: scarhet on importaticn:into:the: territory of .that-Con=':
~:. ctracting-Party;, provided that: the particulars relate-to -
cpote - e dmpertation: which -oan: be proved: torhave: taken place:

after-the re<exportation which it - is- intended to satablish.

2. The Customs authorities of the country of temporary importation
may also accept any othar documentary evidence that the samples:
are cutaside that country. . .

In-the: case of . the:destruction,. loss or: theft of an-E.C:8.:
carnst while:the samples: to which i%- refers: are in th-;t-rria
-nbory. of . one:of . the: Contracting Parties; the:Customs suthorities
of that Contracting Party shall, at the raquest of the issuing
assoclation, subject to such conditions as those authorities
may prsacribe, accept-a rsplacement dccument, the validity of
which expires on the date of expiration of validity of the
carnst which it replaces.

T Y

Yers: Insthe cases referred to in Article XI of-the:present: Conw. <
wvantion;-the:Customs authorities shall have the right to charge a
regularisation fae.

ARTICLE XII

- Cuntoul nuthoritica shall not in any circunntaucoa roquirt
from-the guarantseing association payment of the import duties and
other charges ralerred to in Article II of the present Convention
when a claim has not been made against the guarsnteeing association
within & ysar of the date of expiry of the validity of the carnet.

ARTICLE XIV

1, The guaranteeing association shall have a pericd of six
_ months from ths date of notification of the nonedischarge -of: -
an E.C.S. carnet in which to furnish proof of the re-exportation
of the samples under the conditions laid down in the present
Convention.

2. If such prcof is rot furnished within the time aliloswed, the
guarantee.ng association shall forthwith deposit, or pay proe
visionally, the amount of the import duties and other charges
referred to in Articlas II of the present Convention. This
deposit or paymnent shall become final after a psriod of thrae
months from the date of the depcsit or provisional payment.
During the latter periocd, the guaranteeing association may
still avail itself of the facilities provided by the preceding
par;graph with a view to repayment of *he sums deposited or
paid.
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or provisional paysent: of “import ‘duties, payments made im . :
coiiformity with the: provisions of the preceding paragraph will
be Tegardwd a3 fimaly: it:being underatood that the sums paid
may be refunded when proof oi the ré-sSiportation of the samples
under the conditions luid down:in -the present Convention has
been ‘furnished tothe- Customs auvthorities. - - “.ou e

3. For countries whose regulations:do not provide for the deposit

ARTICLE XV

Rothing in this Convention shall prevent Contracting Partiss
which form ‘a -customs:or-economic union -from :enacting speclial pros. .-
?@fﬁi‘qntizapplieibifg' to residents of the-States forming that union,:

TICLE XV,

In the event of fraud, contravention or abuse, the Contracting
Parties shall, métwithstanding the provisions of this Convention, .
be ‘fred to take procesdings against persons using E.C.S3. carnsts for
the recdcvary of the import duties and other charges payable and:also
for ‘thé dAmposition of any penaltiss to which such persons havs ren-
deréd themselves "liable. In such cases, the associations shall lend
their assistance to the Customs authorities.

ARTICLE XVII

The “provisions of the present Convention shall s .so dpply te
positive cinematograph advertising films of a width not exceeding
16 mm. ‘shown to the ratisfaction of the Customs authoritiea to
consist sssentially of photographs (with or without sound track):
showing the nature or operation of products or equipment whose qua~-
lities cannot be adequately damonstrated by samples or catalogues;
provided that the films : . .

{(a) relate to preducts or equipment offered for sale or for hire
by a peraon established in the territory of ancther Contracting
Party; and

(b) are of a kind suitable for exhibition to prospsctive customers
but not for general exhibition to the public; and .- - &

{c) are imported in a packet which contains not more than'oﬁélcopy
of sach film and which does not form part of a larger consign-
ment of films.

ARTICLE XVIII

1. Any dispute between Contracting Parties concerning the inter-
pretation or application of the present Convention shall soc far
as poasible be settled by negotiation betweern them. R

2. Any dispute which is not settled by negotiation shall be re-
ferred by the Contracting Parties in dispute to the Permanent
Teachnical Committee of the Council which shall thersupon cone-
sider the diapute and make recommendaticns for its settlement.

.
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3. If the Permanent Technical Committes is unable to ssctle the
dispute, it shall refer the matteér to the Council which shall
make recommendations in coafornity with Article IIX {o) of

1 0 _ )

.

tbo prosout COnvontion .shall be open _for signaturs. until.agth.w'
SOptnbw. 956 by any Government which is a_ Contucting Party to
the Conveniion sutablishing the Council..

The present Convention shall be subject to ratification. .
Inasrulontl ‘of ratification shall be deposited with the Belgian
Ministry of Foroi;n Affairs, which shall notify all signatory and
acceding Govornmont- and the Secretary Gonerul of the Council.of
esach snch d )08 L e :

& & 4

ARTICLE ,g;' T

1, Three months after the date on which the Belgian Hinishxy_of
Foreign Affairs has received the instruments of ratificationlv
of thres Governments the present ‘Convention ahall come into..
force in respect of those chornmcnts. e

2. For sach signatory Government ratifying after ‘that dnto, thqﬁﬁ
Convention shall come into force three months after the date
of the deposit of ita instrument of ratification with the
Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Bomm

ARTICLE XXIT

1. The Government of any State which ie not a signatory %o the
present Convention but which is a Contracting Party to the
Convention establishing the Council may accede to the present
Convention as from lst October;, 1956.

2. Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Belgian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which shall notify all signatory
and acceding Governments snd the Secretary General of the
Council of each such deposit.

3. The present Convaention shall come into force for any acceding
Government three months after the date of the deposit of its.
instrument of accession, but not before it comes into force in
accordancs with paragraph 1 of Article XXI above.
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1.

2.

s+ .+ ahall extend to-the territories named in. the:notificatior:
. %thres monthas after the date of the receipt therecf by the

- by notification given to the Belgian Miniatry of Foreign

7741 E

The present' Coiivention®1s” of unlimited duration; but-at-any

time after thes expiry of twelve months from its:entry inte - o
farce’ under paragraph’ 1- of -Article XXI abovs; any Contracting
Party may withdraw therefrom. Withdrawal shall take effect

thres 'months after-the date of receipt:-by the Belgian Ministry
of Foreign  Affairs of & notifjcation of withdrawal. The:Belgian
Ministry-of-Foreign-Affairs shall notify-each withdrawal
all signatory and acceding Governments and to the Secr

ﬁpbﬁtﬁc,Sa;eainhE%tiiuidéiof@i.»%hd?dﬁ e when the withdrawal:"
takes sffect shall remain valid, and the guarantes of the
guarantesing association shall hold good.

= gz
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ARTICLE XXIV

Any Government may at the time of its ratification or acces-
gion, or at any time thersafter, declare by notification given
to the Belgian Ministry of Foreign: Affaira that the prasent
Convention shall extend to any of the territories for whose
internationzl relationa it-is responsible; and: the: Convention::

Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, but not before the Con-
yantion has come into force for the Government concerned.

Ani Govornﬁiht which has made adeclaration under paragraph 1
of this Article sxtending the present Conventicn to any terri-
tory for whose international relations it ia responsible may

Affasirs withdréw in raspect of that territory in nceordancii;
with the provisions of Article XXIII of the present Convention.

The Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall inform all si-
gnatory and acceding Governmenta and the Secretary General of
the Council of any notification received by it under this
Article.

ARTICLE XXV

The Council may recommend tc Contracting Parties amendments
to the present Convention.

The text of ary proposed amendment recommended by the Council
shall be communicated to all Contracting Parties by the Belgian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Any proposed amendment communicated in accordance with the
provisions of the abovs paragraphs shall be deemed to be
accapted if no Contractiug Party has notified its objection to
such amendments within six months of the date on which the
Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs has communicate’ such
amendmants.
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L. The Belgian Miniastry of Poxwign Affairs shall inform the
Governments of al '”Contructing‘?m ‘88 as soon as possible if
an objection has "been nétified agiinat a proposed amendment
and should there have beasn no objoctiona the amendment shall

L3 .come into. ‘for:co for all: Contrncting Pma.qs ~thn.o,,,nonthl aftor

. m.n:Lahry of.. Fort:l.gn u‘faiu nhdl notify :tho
: Govamonts of the Contracting Parties of accepted amendments
T 3 fot;r amendments: desmed: co:-haye: ted

wtho- d.;polib of ita inatr&onti

od. dnto faorce.at the.date. o
of rltiﬁ.cation or ncco.sion.

7. not.w;th-tanding tho prov:l.lionl of: this Aruclc, tht Council
-shall- establish rules for the amendment of the E.C.S. carne:

O} wa nde’

[ L s St e s

ARTICLE : XXVI .

Reservations to this Convention shall not be permitved:: -~ - . .

= In witness whereof the undersigned, having besn duly authorised
therets:by their rnpoctiv- \rOVOl‘ﬂllllntI, huro .lignud tho present
Convention. - -

ﬁone aﬁ-imsaoln on tﬁi 1st March, 1956,-

i» the English and French languages, both texts being equally

a.>hentic, in a single original, which shall be deposited in the

* chives of the Government of Belgium which shall transmit certified
2498 thareof to sach signatory and acceding Government, .

- 79.
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" S T E i RO TR0 FORT

PROTOCOL OF SIGNA™URE

LT T

At the time of signing the Custons Convention regarding E.C.S.
carnets for commercial samples of this day's date the undersigned,
havicg beean duly authorised thersts by their respective Governments,
make the following declarations :

1. The provisions of the present-“Convention~seét out the minimum
facilities to be accorded. They do not prevent the application
of greater facilities which certain Contracting Parties grant
or may grant in future by unilatersl provisions or in virtue
of bilateral and multilateral agreements.

2. The Contracting Parties undertake to consider the E.C.S.
carnet as a new facility and not as an obligation binding on
peraons temporarily 1-portin¢ =amp1¢s.v$;

3. The Contracting Parties recognise that the good working of
this Convention entails the granting of facilities to approved
@ associations in reapect of the transfeér of currency :

(a)} %o aettle claims by the Customs authorities of Contracting
Parties;

{b) when import duties are repaid in accordance w th the
provisions of Article XIV of the Convention;

(e} to pay for blank E.C.S. carnets forwarded to approved
associations by their federations or corresponding
assoclations.

In witness whersof the undersigned have signed the present
Protocol which shall form an integral part of the Convention,

Done at Brussels on lst March, 1956.

i? FOR GERMANY (FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF) :

FOR AUSTRIA

FOR BELGIUM

FOR DEMMARK

.

FOR SPAIN :

FOR FRANCE :

FOR GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN
IRELAND

10.
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~ FOR GRBECE ;

‘ FOR IRELAWD :
FOR ITALY i
e - ROR LUKEMPOURG: ¢
s _-_"95‘“‘ f- |
FOR PAKISTAN
FOR THE NETHERLANDS :
POR PORTUGAL 3
FOR SWEDEN : .
| FOR SWITZERLAND | .
_ FOR TURKEY ; ;
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