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Summary

Member States at the tenth session of the United Nations Forum on Forests,
held from 8 to 19 April 2013 in Istanbul, Turkey, adopted Resolution 10/2 through
which they agreed to undertake several preparatory intersessional activities in
preparation for the eleventh session of the Forum. According to this Resolution,
countries, the Collaborative Partnership on Forests and its member organizations and
other relevant organizations, relevant regional and sub-regional forest-related
mechanisms, institutions, instruments, organizations and processes, major groups and
other stakeholders are invited to submit views and proposals on the international
arrangement on forests to the Secretariat. The Forum’s Secretariat is also requested
to ensure these views are made available to the first meeting of the ad hoc expert
group on the international arrangement on forests. This present document is the
compilation of these views and proposals which were submitted to the Secretariat
mid-January 2014. It contains 46 submissions namely from Angola, Bahamas,
Bangladesh, Belarus, Canada, China, Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Dominican
Republic, Ethiopia, Finland, Georgia, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, India, Indonesia,
Japan, Jordan, Liberia, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mexico, Myanmar, New
Zealand, Niger, Norway, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Republic of
Korea, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Tanzania, Thailand,
Tunisia, Ukraine, United States, EU, and one joint and one individual submission
from major group.
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Permanent Mission of

The Republic of Angola to the United Nations
820 Second Avenue, 12th Floor, New York, NY 10017
Tel: (212) 861-5656 Fax: (212) 861-9295

No. 1/001 9 January 2014

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Angola to the United Nations presents
its compliments to the Secretariat of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and,
in response to the Note by the Chair of the UNFF12 Bureau, has the honour to submit
herewith the imputs of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Angola on Soliciting
Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF).

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Angola to the United Nations avails
itself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretariat of the United Nations Forum on
Forests (UNFF) the assurances of its highest consideration. p

77/

SECRETARIAT

UNITED NATIONS FORUM ON FORESTS
UNITED NATIONS

NEW YORK

CC. Mr. Hossein Moeini-Meybodi
Ms. Thida Sam
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013
Ministry / Organization: Ministry of Agriculture
Name of official submitting the views: Tomds Pedro Caetano- UNFF National Focal Point

Address: Forest Development Instute Edif B MINAGRI 12 Andar, Cx.Postal 74-Luanda,
Angola

Phone/Fax: + 244 222 323 934

E-mail: tpcaetano6@yahoo.com.br; director.geral@idf.co.ao

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAF:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) -

O OXIO

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels: Not so sure, but we consider that is sufficient.

B.2 Please describe the UNFE’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494: The UNFF has had some progress

towards achieving or implementing its principal functions, but less than what was hoped. Its
key achievements are attached with the strenghtening of political commitment and action at
all levels for the implementation of sustainable forest management and the global objectives
on forests, by providing of the framework for international cooperation on forest and for
national action under the principles of Non-legally Binding Instruments (NLBI) on all types
forest.

Angola 2
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B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: The major challenge confronting
the performance of UNFF is the fulfilment of its mandate, is the declining on raising new and
increased financial resources to suport sustainable forest management and to reverse the loss
on forest cover. Any future options for the UNFF must ensure the generation predictable and
appropriate financial resources from all sources, to support the implementation of SFM and
the NLBI in the developing african countries , as wellas in the small developing islands.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: We fell that the potential role UNFF could play, will depend on its ability to
mobilize political, financial, scientific and technical support for SFM , and built on the rich
experiences and lessons learned from the implementation of the Millennium Development
Goals and thus, translating the global forest commitments into action.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFE: Although SFM is a challenge of a global concern, many of the solutions are found at
the regional and local level. Country-Led Initiatives (CLI) and AHEGs plays a critical role to
work of the UNFF in filling the gap between local expertise and successful initiatives and
international decision-making level. Therefore it is fundamental to empower them in order to
have a prompt and effective response to the needs and priorities at international , regional
and local levels.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement: we consider that the role and participation of
MGS is inefficient, week and does not add substantive value to the work of the UNFF. Any
improvement to its further engagement, should refer to the creation of a clear and formal
mechanism of interaction with the UNFF in order to enhance its active participation in the
processes that contributes to decision-making, planing and implementation of estrategic
policies and programmes for SFM.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests: The
celebration of international yaer of forest-2011 and the international day of forest has helped
to increase existing awareness on the environmental and economic importance of forests and
its contribution to social development and food secutity, through sustainable provision of
services, empleyment, incomes, comodities, including poverty alleviation. In organizing
events and activities to celebrate the year and day, counties have contributed to the global
platform for sharing information and success stories and best pratices on SFM.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

[] Adequate
X]  Inadequate
[ ] Notsure

Angola 3
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C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: ] X U]
GOF2: OJ X 0
GOFR3: ] L] X
GOR4:; ] X U]

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:With regrad to GOF1, we consider that
progrss can be improved supporting afforestation and reforestation actions or activities in
the developing countries of Africa and South America regions, where de deforestation rate
and loss of forest cover is high. Others GOFs , we are not sure on the way to improve progrss.

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa: Not sure

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: Not sure

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

[] Adequate
X]  Inadequate
<] Notsure

Additional explanation: Concerning the financial resources, it obsisly that are not sufficient or
inadequate for the Secretariat to cary out its job. But with regard to the structure and
humanresources, we are not sure.Seem to be there is surplus of human resources in the
Secretariat for the job that is supposed to be done.

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively: It is imperative that the Secretariat reduce unnecessary expenditure
and bureaucratic inefficiencies .

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened: Not sure

Angola 4
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Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNEF since its inception: Not sure

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum: Not sure

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests: Mobilize financial contribution from all resouces including voluntary
contributions of the private sector and the reation of a Voluntary Global Forest Fund, in order
to make available predictable and sufficient financial resouces to the developing countries.
This should followed by the identification and strengthening of other financing opportunities
at national level, including the creation of independent National Forest Funds (NFF), using the
combination of approaches to feed it

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options: Not sure

Angola 5
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Permanent Mission of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas
to the United Nations

255113

The Permanent Mission of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas to the United Nations
presents its compliments to the Secretariat of the United Nations Forum on Forests, and
has the honour to refer to latter's Note No: UNFF-13-L-HMM-219 dated 16t July, 2013

soliciting views and proposals from Member States and other stakeholders on the
International Arrangement on Forest (IAF).

In this regard, please see the attached Views and Proposais of The Bahamas on the
same.

The Permanent Mission of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas avails itself of this

opportunity to renew to the United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat the assurances of
its highest consideration.

2 December, 2013 New Y& #¥=-40017
p$\? o 4,

Z
‘ A
United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat (f
Department of Economic & Social Affairs \
Two United Nations Plaza 3oLl @
DC2-2300 N, R4
New York, N.Y. 10017

231 East 46th-St., New York, NY 10017
Telephone (212) 421-6925  Fax (212) 759-2135
Email: mission@bahamasny.com

9
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) Immigration

sk P.O. Box N-3746
Goodman’s Bay Corporate Centre
Nassau, N.P.,
The Bahamas

30t October, 2013

Note No. MFA/269

The -Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Immigration of the Commonwealth of The
Bahamas presents its compliments to the United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat in
New York and has the honour to refer to the latter's letter No. UNFF-13-L-HMM-219 dated
16t July, 2013 soliciting views and proposals from Member States and other stakeholders on

the International Arrangement on Forest (IAF).

The Ministry has the further honour to transmit the Views and Proposals of The

Bahamas on the same.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Immigration of the Commonwealth of The
Bahamas avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the United Nations Forum on Forests

Secretariat in New York the assurances of its highest consideration.

Bahamas 2
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United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat
United Nations
New York, USA.

Bahamas 3
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Format for Soliciting Views and Propesals on the Infernational Arrangement on Foresis (LAR)
Fuly 2013

Ministry / Organization: ANnSTLY SR THE Cﬂ\/(///&!?«fmw /,f
Name of official submitting the views: (A7 t72y%7C /Z)WCZ Dire

Address: 2 “LHiner CLpnlithlo fre - S’«/w V4 Cloo v i SThack /O‘ /‘/yé)i[/

Phone/Fax: 1[242/) 222 ~6 B>5 {’ !
_ma11 C,A/’,;’/Zv,g[br‘ M)ﬁygd/wzz, @f"“a‘(’“ <

A.1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
1AF:

E{ A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
[l Strengthening of the current IAF

(1 Continuation of the current IAF

N Other options (please describe) -

B.1 Piease explain if you consider the current UNFEF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and o provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related fo all types of foresis and at

all fevels:
: YO L £7£ll/lf—4f7 A »wéz((? F"I’D"@
CW\M A Toks ;Q\.—Zw o aa’/ngi %—cﬂn&?&%mﬁ} o

B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance anid list its key achievemenis in implementing its principal
“functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2080/35 and 2006/49*:

/4\/&1/»67&/ ﬁu/mfmanw .

B.3 Please provide your view on the fisture options for the UNFE:

7 m,wv.a f— n Lapally Sreole, rrs et o al?
LGper & ;ij:wé “ 7

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNEF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs:

4 Please see these documents at:
- hitp:/fwww.un.orglesa/forests/pdf/2600 35 _E.pdf
- hitp://www.un.orglesa/forests/pdf/iaf/2006_49_B.pdf

Y

W/L"t—‘%(‘/

Bahamas 4
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B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led itiatives and ad hoo expert groups in the work of

the UNFF: /\/CﬁL 7/-@5 /MM%M//

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement:

A very egbchud

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests:

,x[mzZ ULy LM“@%‘/KL

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

Adeguate

Ld
A E/Inadequats
O

Not sure

oL Ul

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress: /\/\,U.p/:r zé éﬂ /J-f LLC@ 5,
Vi w-ééo;,/) b "coniifr]

(.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: 1 -
GOF2: 1 Ll

GOF3; ] &t
GOF4: I e

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress: [ Stme ocr C- 2

o

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa:

Iy R

C.6 Please describe how the forest imstrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustaitable Development Goals:

Nhoscls A be Bipully berdless o aommlo s7ie

Bahamas 5
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| D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

1 dequate
Inadequate
Not sure

Additional explanation:

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum fo enable jt to fulfill its
functions more effectively: . - . A
N eplt £ Ao L /cé"} éumfz?/ /é consALAS

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secrefariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF

secretaria, should be strengthened: [ Sone or D2

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and suppgrting the work of UNFF since its inception:

/L/,% uﬁéy N =
E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contributs to the work of the
UNFF, and how o ensure availability of pecessary resources fa}r its activities in support of the work of the
Forom:  ALows/ wnone T ALY N CD

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Giobal
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and

iress outside forests: AL oo/ é‘/ﬁﬂ% e / s M&ﬁy é//u% / W 72'2 ’75/

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should ondertake to
develop forest financing options:

Wnidaty neh ol forae foiniisy Koot

Bahamas 6
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Ministry of Environment & Forest
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

No. MoEF/(Ban Section-1)17/2012(Part-1)/490 Date: 12.12.2013

Sub : Soliciting views and Proposals of Member States and other stakeholders on
the International Agreement on Forests (IAF).

Ref : Permanent Mission of Bangladesh to the United Nations, Memo No-
PMBNY/EW/Misc-21/2010 Dated : 29/07/2013.

Dear Sir,

With reference to your Memo No- PMBNY/EW/Misc-21/2010 Dated : 29 July 2013
on the Soliciting views and Proposals of Member States and other stakeholders on the
International Agreement on Forests (IAF), the undersigned is directed to inform you that
the format has filled up properly. The filled up format is sent to you for your kind
information and further necessary action.

/?::‘(‘:ﬂl_\w&

Encl: As stated (03 Pages) - ( Syed Mehdi Hasan )
Deputy Secretary
Phone: +88-02-9574418
Email: forest1@moef.gov.bd

Economic Minister
Permanent Mission of Bangladesh to the United Nations
820 2" Avenue 4™ Floor, New York, NY 10017, U.S.A.

CC:

Chief Conservator of Forest, Forest Department, Agargaon, Dhaka.

Mr. Hossein Moeini-Meybodi, UNFF

Ms. Thida Sam,UNFF

Private Secretary to Secretary, Ministry of Environment & Forests, Dhaka.

A0Y e
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization: Forest Department/Ministry of Environment and Forests

Name of official submitting the views: Md. Yunus Ali

Address: Chief Conservator of Forests, Forest Department, Bon Bhaban, Agargaon, Dhaka
Phone/Fax: + 880 2 8181737, +880 2 8181741

E-mail: ccf-fd@bforest.gov.bd

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAF:

[J A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) -

0O OX

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNEFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels:

The UNFF and its predecessors, IPF and IFF, have had litte impact on forests on ground. UNFF
11 Bureau announced for the independent assessment on the past performance of the UNFF.

B2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494:

Inter-sessional meetings and initiatives have been found much more productive. The
collaborative Partnership on Forests is considered as on of the UN system's best model of
cooperation and coordination. The Forum agreed on four shared Global Objectives on Forests,
providing clear guidance on the future work of the IAF. Non-legally Binding Instrument of all
types of Forests is considered as a milestone.

Bangladesh 2
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B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF:
To take measures that the Forests are key factors in green economy.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs:

To take measures to improve SFM and recognized the necessity to set-up a Global Fund to
provide the required financial resources for implementation, and also a global legally binding
instrument for payment of ecosystem services.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF:

Country-led initiatives and adhoc expart groups have pottentials to explore, elaborate and
develop a broader understanding of the possible concepts and elements to be included in the
new Multi-yeat programme of work of the UNFF.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement:

Major Groups can play a vital role for the Future We Want: to establish an inclusive and
transperant intergovernmental process on SDGs that is open to all stakeholders.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests:

Forest and Forestry related institutions and organizations around the world celebrated the
"International Year of Forests: Forests for People" , highlighting that people on earth have
their phycical, economic and spiritual health tied to the health of Forests, through events,
publications and toolkits. Celebration of events recognizes the political and public
commitments for Forests.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

[0  Adequate
X Inadequate
[ Notsure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:Adrquate policy and Fund is required.

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: [&] X |
GOF2: ] @ ]

Bangladesh 3
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GOF3: O X
GOF4: O X

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:
Adequate policy and Fund is required.

|

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa:

There is significant gap between the original intent of the IAF and its effects on the ground.
Clossing the gap is the responsibility of all concerned and affected actors, at all levels.

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals:

Means of implementation is required to achieve the GOFs to contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and SDGs.

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

[0 Adequate

[0  Inadequate
X]  Not sure

Additional explanation:

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively:

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened:

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception:

CPF has a role to increase collaboration among members and its contributions towards joint
statements and policy papers to inform the UN convensions.

Bangladesh 4
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E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum:

CPF can increase, by bringing together important forest related instutions to share
information , coordinate response and work collaborately for the benefit of Global efforts to
safeguard the world's forests for the benefit of humanity.

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests:

It is important create options and strategies for Global Forest Fund for sustainable
management of all types of Forests.™

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options:

There exists complex array of exixting forest financing mechanisms, including funds provided
by multinational development banks.It is important to assist countries in understanding and
accessing sources of forest financing.

Bangladesh 5
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MHHHCTEPCTBO JIECHOI'0 X035iCTBa
Pecny6auxn benapych
(Mumnecxo3)

yn. MscHukoBa, 1. 39, 220048, r. MuHck
Ten. (+375 17) 200 46 01, dakc (+ 375 17) 200 44 97
1. noura: mih@mih.by
www.mih.gov.by

P.c. 3604900000430 B OAO «ACB Benapyc6aHk»,
xox 153001795
VHH 100061961, OKOI'Y 02080

30.70- 20[2r, Ne O3 -7-73//2/12
Ha Ne an
The United Nations Forum on Forest
Secretariat Department of economic
and social affairs
Two United Nations Plaza, DC2-2300,
New York, NY 10017, USA

October 28, 2013
Dear Sir or Madam,

Further to your letter of 16th of July 2013 about views and proposals of
Member States and other stakeholders on the international arrangement on
forests the Ministry of Forestry of Republic of Belarus is pleased to enclose our
view on the international arrangement on forests.

Thank you for your enquiring.

Yours faithfully,

Mikhail M. Amelyanovich
Minister of the Forestry of the Republic of Belarus

Dzmitry Krasouski
Deputy Head of Forestry Department of the

Ministry of Forestry of the Republic of Belarus
Tel.: +375296903505
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013
Ministry / Organization: Ministry of Forestry Republic Belarus
Name of official submitting the views: Mikhail M. Amelyanovich
Address: Myasnikov str, 39 Minsk, 220048, Rebublic Belarus
Phone/Fax: +375 17 2004601 / +375 17 2004497
E-mail: mlh@mlh.gov.by

Secuon A: Full range of options for the IAF

A1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explam the preferred optron for the future of the
IAF:

PJ A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

[[] Continuation of the current IAF

] Other options (please describe) -

Sectmn B. Performanee of the UmtedNatmns

orum on Forests (UNFF) and 1ts processes since 2000,
| and future options for UNFF ,

B.l Please ;ﬁ)lain if y you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at

all levels: The current structure of the Forum on Forests is optimal and sufficient for the policy
and guidance in relation to all types of forests

B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494: UN Forum on Forests consistently

implements the functions set out in the resolutions of the Economic and Social Council of the
UN ECOSOC 2000/35

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: UN Forum on Forests can serve as a
basis for developing a global legaly binding aggrement on all types of forests
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B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: Forum on Forests is the scene, which allows to consider the importance of
forests, national initiatives for the global forest

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF: The work of the expert groups, as well as the initiatives put forward by the
countries are important for the work of the forum, their impact can be assessed as moderate.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement: Work groups should be organized in a cost
effective manner, ensuring the implementation of the goals

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests:

Global Events "International Year of Forests” and "International Day of the Forest" have
considerable political and public response, can significantly increase the public awareness of
the need to conserve forests. On the 10th session of the Forum on Forests, the Republic of
Belarus has initiated the "International Week of the Forest." This event would contribute to
the greater involvement of the public to meet the challenges of conservation, increase their
contribution to the achievement of "Millennium Development Goals"

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

X  Adequate
[0 Inadequate
[0 Notsure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:Enhanced cooperation and cross-sectoral
policies, programs, search for financial resources to implement the goals

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: [l X |
GOF2: X O O
GOF3: X O |
GOF4: O X O

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:Consistent implementation of the
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measures set out in the resolutions of the Economic and Social Council of the UN ECOSOC
2006/49, and to achieve the global goals

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa: positive impact

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: there are no offers

Sect:on D The Forum’s Seeretanat

D.1 Please indicate 1f"y‘6u consider th'e‘structure human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

X Adequate
[(] Inadequate
0] Notsure

Additional explanation: no

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively: Secretariat ensures the effective implementation of its functions

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened: Forum Secretariat has sufficient authority to carry out its work

E 1 Please explam the 1mpacts and sufﬁc1ency of the p programs ‘and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception: CPF holds
a sufficient number of programs, the impact of which can be assessed as moderate.

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the

Forum: Should be continued interaction between the major parties to develop regulations,
proposals that will form the basis of the draft global regulation on Forests
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F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strat;gies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests: It is supported the proposed idea of a voluntary Forest Fund. Funding can
be carried out in the framework of the existing mechanisms for the mobilization of financial

resources
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F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options: At this stage, funding should be carried out within the

framework of existing mechanisms for mobilizing financial resources
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l* Natural Resources  Ressources naturefies
Canada Canada

United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat
Department of Economic and Social Affairs
One UN Plaza DCI1-Roam 1256

New York, NY 10017

Please find attached Canada’s views and proposals on the International Arrangement on
Forests based on the format provided by the UNFF Secretariat.

1 would like to thank you very much for the opportunity to comment on this important
topic, and wish you all the best [or the holiday season and the year ahead.

Yours sincerely,
- l { ® “ r
“ll,;: 1 (L oA \
Peter Besseau
Director, International Affairs Division
Natural Resources Canada — Canadian Forest Service

(Canada
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Format for Scliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (TAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization: Natural Resources Canada Canadian Forest Service, Canada
Name of official submitting the views: Jessica Thomson

Address: 580 Booth Street, 7th Floor, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, K14 0E4

Phone/Fax: 613-947-9060/613-947-9020

E-mail: Jessica.Thomson@NRCan-RNCan.gc.ca

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A.l Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAF:

[ A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
(]  Strengthening of the current IATF
[(] Continuation of the current TAF

Other options (please describe) Canada's position
on its preferred option will be informed in part

Bd by the intersessional work and determined
prior to the 2015 UNFF. -

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2004,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial scssions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and o provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at

all levels: The UNFF structure and its biennial sessions appear to be appropriate at the current
time, especially in light of ongoing intersessional work and meetings e.g., AHEGs which allow
the momentum and discussion to he maintained.

B.2 Please describe the UNFF's performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resalutions 2000/35 and 2006/49+: Although it is likely that the UNFF
has helped generate political support in some countries, it is difficult to assess the overall
impact of the UNFF in delivering results on the ground. It appears that it has not entirely
achieved principal function ¢) listed in ECOSOC Resolution 2000/35 which is "To provide a
coherent, transparent and participatory global framework for policy implementation,
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caordination and development” given the weak links to actions under the CPF, particularly
the FAQ, which ideally would broadly support the policy agenda, llowever, the UNFF has
managed to keep forests on the global puliticz] agenda, and the Secratariat's lacation ar the
UN HQ} in New York, offers thie potential to build significant linkages to the SDGs and post-
2015 development agenda which could be highly beneficial,

R.3 Piease provide vouwr view on Uw future oplions for the UNFF: Consideration neceds to be given to
the role that the UNFF can muost uscfully play, within the context of the UN system, in
achieving results, and how its effectiveness can be magnified, drawing on other UN sucesses
and specific foresL needs. The UNFF benefits greatly from the strategic suppart provided by
CPF members as the key technical bodies. Recognizing that the CPF is a voluntary
arrangement, ideally its work would, in Jarge part, support implementation of the glohal
policy decisions taken by the UNFF. There is sumewhat of a disconnect, and this appears to
diminish the impact of decisions taken by the UNKF, recognizing that there is a need to alsc
acconnnodate the unique mundates of other organizatons (eg, FAO's Stralegic Ubjectives
and cross-sectoral focus).

It would be useful if the UNFF could be mare creative in its approach te addressing forest
Issues (wp, lack of enforcement, transparency, pressures from other sectars), for instance by
engaging key experts in the main areas of concern and secking to identify what is required to
address problems and drive the agenda, whether in a step-wise or integrated manner, in and
outside the UN. The UNFF cauld then determine what role it could usefully play.

B.4 Please describe the poleedial wnles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-20135 development agenda
and lhe SDGs: The UNFF should ansure that links are made on an ongoing basis with the UN
post-2015 development agenda and the SUGs, especially during discussion of the path
forward on the international arrangement on forests in 2015, It is important that the UNFF
secretariat inform the development cominunity about the rale that furests can play in
supporting their ohjeclives, noting the political facus and financing opportunities associated
with the develepment agenda.

B.5 Please describe the role and impacet of Country-Led Initiatives and ad loe experl growps in the work of
the UNFY: Ad hoc expert groups have proven useful in advancing awareness angd discussion
between formal UNIF sessions, and allowed for mare open discussion than formal UNFF
scssions. Canada has limited experience with CLIs in recent years.

B.6 Flease indicatz how effective you cansider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and poovide suggestions on their {urther enzagement: There s rovm Lo better engage major groups,
including ensuring that they are engaged early in the process te allow for sufficient time to
develop a position among members. Consideration could be given to adding a very short
section swinmarizing the views of major groups in [INFF meeting documents so Lhat there
views arc more prominent.

B.7 Please explain the mole and impact of the Tnternatianat Ycar of Forests and the internationasl Day of
Forests th pramoting grealer awareness and sirengthening political and public commirment for forests: It is
hard to say how much impact they have had; however, they do promote a basis on which to
promote awarcness of forest issues e.g., a stamp was issued in Canada lor the Intcrnastional
Year of Forests. Their impuct on strengthening political commitiment is likely Jess thanr on
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oreater public awareness of forests in general.

Seetion C; The Nu.-!_.«gally Bmding Tnstinment o ALl Types of Fomm {Fomt Imtrument) and the
four Glohal Objcetives oie Farests (GOFs}

C.1 Plcase indicate progress in the implementation of the fores! instrumont:

[ Adequate
@ hadeguate
{] Notsure

.2 Mlease provide suggestives on how Lo improve progress: Clearly there are weaknesses with
implementation of the forest instrument given ongoing issues with regard to the world's
forests,

As only 57 countries submitted voluntary reports for UNFF 10 iL is difficult ta got a complete
picture with regard to implemention; further cfforts to improve and facilitate repurting would
be bencficial.

C.3 Plense indicate progress in achieving the GOFx:

Adequate Inadequare Nat sure
GOF1: [ [ g
GOF2: 1 I
GOF3: CJ [ Cl
GOF4: Cl B 0]

C.4 Plesse provide suggestions un how to improve progress: Increased attention and commitment is
needed by countries to delivering on the global objectives. mproved reporting and increased
support for the preparation of country reports would aid in information-sharing and
emonilaring progress. Perhaps there could be workshops on this e.g., Lo discuss case studies of
successfui and nol-su-successiul implementation. Improving implementation needs to take
into consideration the limitations of the NLEIL and GOFs retative to legal agreements.

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the foresl tnstruinent has contributed to the implementation of
[orest-relaled international conventions, and vice versa: The forest instrument supports other
international conventions, including the Convention on Biological Diversity {CBD) aud Lhe
UNFCCC. There is no specific causal relutionship or evidence.

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs ¢an coutribute (0 the post-2013 UN
develupment agenda and the Sustaineble Development Goals: IL is important to draw a direct link
between the work of the UNFF and the future SDGs and post-2015 develapment agenda given
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the importance of the products and ecosystem services provided by forests e.g., goods such as
timber, food, fue: and bioproducts, and ecological functions such as carbon storage, climate
change adaptation, nutrivnt cycling, water and air purification, regulation of water flows,
crosion coutrol, and biediversity conservation.

It is likely Lhat the SDUs will include a heightened focus on integrated landscape approaches
and it will be important to promote the role of forests, and forest-related efforts, in this
context. Forests can also make a valuable contribution to the green econamy.

Sectton D: The Farum’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if yﬁu consider the stricttae; hwnan and (mancial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

] Adequale
[]  Inadequatc
b4 Nl sure

Additienal cxplamation: [¢ would be useful to have mare delail abuut the tasks and achievements
of the Secretariat and the role of each member, noting that the UNIF Secretariat is not as
compact as some others.

D.2 Please provide supgestian{s) on strengthening the Secrelarial of the Furum to enable it to fulfil] its
functions more effectively: More altertion needs to be devoted to the website which is currently
weag, disorganized, and often confusing (e.g, different material for the same meeting can be
posted in Z locations). When one tries to go back it often takes one out of the systen, and the
web address could be simpler (if appropriate). Significant attention should be given as a
priarity b producing a streamiined and effective website, Documents for meetings and
AHEGs should be as crisp and punchy as possible as longer wordy dociments are unlikety to
be read. Secretariat staff necd to be responsive to email communications from cauntries -
some staff members are very responsive and others much less which no doubt increases the
work load far the more responsive individuals,

N3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Ferun Scerelarial’s role, us a CPTF member and as CPF
scorclarial, should be strengthened: The wark of the AHEG and the analysis leading to the next
UNFF shpuld explare the rale of the UNFF Secretariat, remove ambiguities in its mandite,
sharpen the mandate where needed, and otherwise charge the Sccretariat in more clear,
deliberate ferms.

Section E: CPF and CPF Merbor Uiganizations
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E.: Please cxplain the mpacts and sufficiency of the programs and actiung laken by CPF and CPF menber
organizations in implementing resolutions awl supporiing the work of UNFF sincs its inception: This is not
clear, It would be useful if CPF member organizations were willing to report out on what they
have done or will du spccifically to support implerientation of the forest instrument and the
results achieved. There needs to be a clearer fink between the policy drivers, the actions
aimed at facilitating implementation, and the results achieved. There seems to be somewhat
of a disconnect between the actions and outcomes of the policy body (the UNFF) and the
implementation bodics related to forests (CPF member organizations) - ideally they shouid be
harmominzed to a targe exlent Perhaps there would be a rele for results-based work plans
and performance measurement framewaorks sround this, if appropriate and acceptable.

E2 Plaasc describe how the CPTF and #ts member organizations can lustlier contiibute to the work of the
1INEF, and how to snsurc availability of necessary rwsources for fts activitics in suppurt of the work of the
Torum: Close links need to be maintained and strengthened between the global farest policy
discussions under UNKF and the work of the CPT arganizations.

-Section F: -Finn_ﬁcing options and strategics.

F.I Please provide views on financing options aid strategies, including the creation of a votuntary Crlabal
Farcst Fund, to generate resources from abl sources for swstninable management of all Lypes ol forests and
wees outside forests: In work on financing options, there needs to be a focus oo maximizing the
usce of existing funds, and determining the contribution of REDD+ funding.

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFT, OPT members and other organizations should underiake o
develop farest financing options: CPF members could help support the development of national
forest financing strategies, including ways of raising domestic funds, and/or determine if
some Kind of brokering system could be usefid, at the national, regional and/or global levels,
to help coutitries access existing and emerging financing opportunities,
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PERMANENT MISSION OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA TO THE UNITED NATIONS

350 East 35th Street, New York, NY 10016 TEL.: (212) 655-6100

(2014) CME No.001

The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the United
Nations presents its compliments to the United Nations Forum on Forests
Secretariat and has the honor to submit to the latter China's views and
proposals on the International Arrangement of Forests(IAF).

The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the United
Nations avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the United Nations
Forum on Forests Secretariat the assurances of its highest consideration. ™

F AP NN

g&\inuary 13, 2014f {;

L\EAN

/s /:;'
New Yor_gg‘ﬁ

S

United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat
New York
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Farmat for Soliciting Views and Proposals au the Internstional Arrangement on Forests (1AK}
July 2043
Ministry / Organization: State Forestry Administration of F. R. China
Name of official subrnitting the views: Mr. Zheng Zhong
Address: 18 Hepingli East Street, Beijing, China
Phone/Tax: +86-10-84238718 +86-10-84238784

E-mail: zhengifcc@hotmail.com

Al P ture of the
TAF:

and explain the preferred option for the

A legally binding instrament on all types of forests
Strengihening of the current [AF

U1 Continuation of the cyrrent IAF
-y Other options {pleass desoribe)
L ;

xplanation: Forests are a main body of the tesrestrial ecosystem, with important
economic, social and environmental functions. The practice of the implementztion of the Non-
Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests {the Forest Instrument] proves that it is
limited for a voluntary instrument to contribute to veduce deforestation and forest
degradation, and to promote the sustainable forest management (the SEM), so that the
effective global governance on forests can hardly be achieved, Concluding 2 legally-binding
fnstrument or convention on forests will: 1) realize the high-level political commitment at
national, regional and global levels, and transforma the time-consuming discussion and
negotiation into pragmatic actions; 2} belp maintain the integrity of the forest ecosystem
from the perspective of international laws, and address the segmentation of forests’ multi-
functions; 3) help build a global governance system on forests, and promote the global SFM
and ; 4) help strengthen the international cooperation on forests,

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UN ructure and ks biennial sessions us su nt to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on afl 1ssuss related to all types of forests and at
ali levels:

The UNFF is the only independent platform to discuss forest-related issues in the UN.
Considering the importance and complexity of the issues, the UNFF should be strengthened
urgently. In order to build an effective globa! governance system on forests, a legal system in
particular, to achieve coordination in and unity of multi-functions of forests, and to promote
the SFM, the UNFF, based on its current work, needs to increase the frequency of its sessions

China 2

32



E/CN.18/AEG/2014/INF/1

{convening cne session every two years, and thematic or regional conferences every year),
enhance communication and exchange mmong lts member states, build consensus, bridge
differences, and make efforts to build an effective global governance system on forests.

B2 Please describe the UNFE’s performance and fist its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/49%

Since its inception in 2000, and as an independent negotiation platform on forest-related
issues, the UNFF has been playing a positve role in coordinating global policies on forests,
raising international status of forests, and promoting international cooperation. 1} The
UNEF's structure, sessions and side events serve as a good platform for discussion. 2) The
UNFFs expert groups and Couniry-Led Initiatives focus ciosely on hot-spot issues and key
areas of the world forestry development, and provide guidance and reference for countries to
take actions and to engage in international cooperation. 3} They also provide basis for
countries to raise the importance of forestry. 4} The UNFF's resolutions also serve as
foundations for countries to make forestry-related policies.

B.3 Picase provide your view on the future options for the UNFE:

As the only independent international platform to discuss forest-related issues, the UNFF
has an important role to play in coordinating global policies on forests, improving forestry
financing mechanisms, strengthening international cooperation, and promating the global
SFM. We suggest that until a legally-binding instrument on forests is agreec on, the UNFF's
status should be raised within the UN, the financial support for the Forum be strengthed, and
ite human resources enriched, so that ag an UN agency, the UNFF can give full play to its
advantages and potential,

B.4 Please describe the poteniial roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SD(

Farests are a major body of the terrestrial ecosystem, with important seonemic, social
and environmental functions. Forests are alse 2 significant section of the green economy, and
play an impertant role in the global sustainable development and poverty reduction,
Therefore, forests will be an indispensabie part in the UN post-2015 developraent agenda and
the SDGs, As the only independent platform to negotiate forest-related issues, the UNFF is an
executing body to coordinate global, regional and countries’ actions, and to achieve thie SDGs.
It can also play a positive rale in coordination. For examply, the UNFF can engage countries in
discussing the implementation plan for forest-related goals in the SDGs, assess the
implementation, and report progress to the UN,

bt

B.5 Pleasc describe the role and tmpact of Couniry-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups ia the work of
the UNFF:

Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups (AHEG) are a beneficial supplement to
the UNFF sessions. During the sessions, they lay a foundation for countries to discuss
important issues, bridge differences, expand counsensus, and provide a large amount of
backeground information for conntries in discussion.
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B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement:

{t is important to encourage interest groups 1o engage in discussions and express thelr
rights and {nterests. In the related work of the UNFF, interest groups participate effectively in
discussions and express fully thelr concerns and opinjons. The interest groups' participation
shouid be further encouraged and supperted in the future.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the Thtermanional Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitmeitt for forests:

The International Year of Forests and the international Day of Forests play a positive role
in promoting the functions and potential of forests, and also raise the awareness of forests in
society. In 2011, in order to celebrate the International Year of Forests, China co-sponsored
the Asia-Pacific Forestry Week. In 2013, China held ist tree-planting activitics in celebration
of the lnternational Day of Forests, Through organising and carrying out these activitis, all
Jevels of governments pay greater attention forestry, and the public's passion and
awareness in participating in the SFM are ilgo ingreasad.

-

1 Pleass indicate progress in the implementation of the torest instrument:

[ Adeguate

X1 inadequate
[} Notsure

-

.2 Please provide suggestions on how 1@ IMpIove PrOgress:

At the international level, 1} countries should strengthen their political commitmentin
impiementing the Forest Instrument; 2} the establishment of the global financing mechanism
on forests should be supported; 3) the UNFF and the FAQ need to coordiante and support
countries to set up pilot sites for the implementation of the Forest Instrument and; 4)member
organisations of the Coliaborative Purtnership on Forests (CPF] need to provide technological
support,

At the national level, 1} the goals and main content of the Forest Instrument should be
publicized, and the public’s understanding of and participation in forest-related issues be
further enhanced; 2) activities for the implementation of the Forest Instrument should be
carried out through experiment and demonstration and ;3) all levels of governments shouid
be urged to provide funds and talents to implement the Fovest Instrument.

ias,

3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GO¥Fs:

Adequate Inadequats Mot surg
FOF 1 1 4 =
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GOF2: . B
GOF3: Ol X
GOF4: ¥ b

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how 1o Inprove progress:

1) Political commitment at all levels should be sirengthened; 2) a legally-binding
instrument or convention on forests should be reached; 3) an independent and specialized
financing mechanism should be set up and; 4) capacity-building of developing countries
should be increased.

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the foresi i
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa

Forests have multiple functions. The implementation of the Forest Instrument and
carrying out the SFM can play a positive role in dealing witl climate chaage, conserving
biodiversity and fighting against desertification, and vice versa Siace the goals and
perspectives of the conventivns differ, there are limits o examining forestry from their own
perspectives. The lack of overall coordination leads to the segmentation of forests’ multi-
functions. Therefore, a comprehensive cocrdination platform and mechanism led by the UNFF
needs to be built so as to achieve 3 win-win situation.

C6 Piense describe how the forest mstrumeni and the GOFs can contribute to the peost-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustairable Development Goals:

The GOFs are a consensus on {orests reached by countries, In the SBGs, the GOFs can be
specific indicators to assess the sustainable development of forests. The Forest Instrument
should be a means of implementaion for the post-2015 development agenda and the SDGs on
forests. However, as the Forest Instrument is not legally-binding, it can hardly perform its due
obligations. A legally-binding instrument or convention on forests shoule be reached to
replace the current Forest Instrument, and serve s a means of implementation to carry ouf
the SDGs on forests,

astrument has contributed o the implementation of

I ndicate if you consider the struct financial resources of the corpact Secretariar of
the UNFF adeguate to fulfill its mandates:

ure, human and

[ Adequate
B4 Inadeguate

Additional explanation:

As a subsidiary body under the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, the UNFP
makes a tremendous effort in coordinating with other UN bodies and member states. Under
limited human and financial conditions, the UNFI's Secretariat excellently accomplishs its
work required by its obligations. it is highly appreciated by China,
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D.2 Please provide supgestion(s) on strengthening the Secretaniat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill is
functions more effectively:

Considering the important role of forests in the global sustainable development and in
dealing with significant missions including the IAF, we suggest the UNFF's Secretariat be
upgraded, and its human and financial resources strengthened and ensured.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s} on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened:

The UNFF's Secretariat should coordinate and improve the CPF's work mechanism, and
harness synergies, so that the CPF mechanism can play a positive role in the develapment of
the UNFF and the 1AF, and that the CPF can report its progress to member states of the UN.

E.l Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the
organizations i implementing resolutions and supgpo

ograms and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
ing the work of UNFF since its inception:
Since its inception, the CPF convened the CPF Organisation-Led Initiative on Forests
Financing, and published its reports. It plays its role in addressing the global forest-refated
issues. However, the CPF's support to the related work of the UNFF and to the
implementation of the Forest Instrument is insufficient, and the inter-institutional forest fund
is not used in an effective or coordinated way.

1

B2 Please deseribe how the CPF and its member org
UNFFE, and how to ensure availability of necessar
Forutm:

anizations can further contribute 1o the work of the
rees for its activities in support of the work of the

Based on the objectives and functions in the resolution that estabiishes the CPF, its
member organisations should strengthen thelr support to the Forum. 1} An effective work
mechanism of the CPF should be built for conumunication and coordination. 2) Member states
should assess the CPF, and give their opinions for its improvement. 3) The CPF member
organisations should enhance their suppoit to the facilitative process on finance.

Wk

E.l pravide views on financing options and sirategics, including the creation of 4 voluntary Global
Forest Fund, 1o generate resources from all sources for sustainable maunagement of all types of forests and
frees outside forests:

Pleass

There is a gap in the global forestry fund; and developing countries are unable to provide
sufficient fund for their SFM. The utilization distribution of the current international fund is
uneven in regions and fields; and thers is ne fund specialized in the SFM. We suggest that 1)
the Global Envirenment Facility (GEF) make the SFM an independent focal area in its sixth
replenishment; 2) a global fund on forests be established and; 3) the utilization synergies of
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the current fund be promoted.

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps s that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options:

1) The GEF should consider the resolution of the second AHEG of the UNFF 10, and take
forestry as an independent focal area.

2}, The CPF members should strengthan their support to the facilitative process, share
financing information, and allow financing dec: weation through the process. They should also
implement the related resolutions of the UNFF, and simplify the financing declaration
procedures, in order for the facilitative g):&"(&(?(&S‘ to perform its duties given by the member
states.
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Permanent Mission of Costa Rica to the United Nations

211 E. 434 Street, Room 903, New York, NY 10017. Tel: (212) 986-6373 Fax: (212) 9866842

MCRONU-599-2013

The Permanent Mission of Costa Rica to the United Nations presents its
compliments to the United Nations Forum on Forests, and has the honour to submit the
document regarding the views and proposals of Member States and other stakeholders on
the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF).

The Government of Costa Rica would like to thank the Secretariat for its support in
this process.

The Permanent Mission of Costa Rica to the United Nations avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the United Nations presents its compliments to the United Nations
Forum on Forests, the assurances of its highest consideration.

New York, 10" December, 2013

To the
United Nations Forum on Fotrest Secretariat
New York
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization: National System of Conservation Arecas, MINAE
Name of official submitting the views: Sonia Lobo Valverde, Focal Point
Address: Avenida 15 Calle 19, (Barrio Tournén al costado Sur de la ULACIT)

Phone/Fax: (506) 2257-9722

E-mail: sonia.lobo@sinac.go.cr

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A.1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
TAF:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAT

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe)

IO

Among the purposes of the IAF, this
opportunity to strengthen the sustainable
management of forests worldwide and meet
the legally binding instrument on all types of
n forests. In addition, to promote the protection
and sustainable management of forests, the
contemplation of the many services that
ecosystems provide all comprehensive. Also,
strengthen action to address threats to which
they are exposed by anthropogenic and
natural activities, including climate change. -

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on IForests (UNIT) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels: The current structure is considered appropriate UNFF and its biannual meetings, but
the facilitation, advice and encouragement for the development of regional activities is
recommended, taking advantage of the spaces, the FAO regional commissions, and the like in
order to provide information, create synergies and facilitate knowledge, socialization and

Costa Rica 2

39



E/CN.18/AEG/2014/INF/1

strengthening non-legally binding instrument. They must also achieve synergies with related
parties and other agreements signed by the countries

We recommend the intersessional meetings at regional and international levels, in order to
follow up on the agreements of the UNFF and negotiation issues for the next session..

B.2 Please describe the UNFEF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494: UNFF functions are linked to:

. Increasing the contribution of forests to the achievement of internationally agreed
development targets;

. Encourage and assist countries to develop and implement strategies to conserve and
restore forests

. Strengthen interaction between the Forum and regional organizations / sub-regional
level, in order to facilitate cooperation and the implementation of sustainable forest
management and to contribute to the work of the Forum.

As key themes can be noted the following

. Development and implementation of national forest programs and equivalent
strategies;

. Promote cooperation and coordination between sectoral policies and programs
. International trade in forest products

. Participation of stakeholders in civil society

. Consolidated scientific basis for forest policy

. Public awareness and education on forest

. Means of implementation, including financing

. The coordination of priorities and programs with members of the Collaborative
. Principles, criteria and indicators for sustainable forest management

) Monitoring, evaluation and reporting-progress Instrument

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF:

. UNFF should lead a process of communication of their work and the results of the
forum, the non-legally binding instrument, the GOFs and the importance of sustainable forest
management of all types of forests.

. The permanent communication mechanisms with the focal points of the countries.
Political and technical information is provided by the CAP. Including interregional and
intersectoral synergies.

. Facilitate assistance to countries on the knowledge of the UNFF, the general objectives
of the woods and the Non-Legally Binding Instrument, and promoting their inclusion in
regional and national processes.

CostaRica 3
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B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs:

. Active participation in processes developing Sustainable Development Goals and the
Development Agenda Post-2015, to ensure the relevance of different types of forests and
sustainable management, taking into account environmental, social and economic aspects, the
poverty reduction, climate change, and many other subjects

. Keep informed the parties of the developed processes and determine the best way to
take into account the positions and contributions.
. Conducting the assessment of overall forest objectives and their contribution to SDGs

is recommended.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF:

. Incorporation into national forest policies and programs

. Generating processes of communication and disclosure sectoral and intersectoral,
multilevel, etc..

. Synergies with UN conventions you link (CBD, UNCCD, UNFCCC, etc.)

. Sustainable forest management

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement:

. Participation and the role of different actors that are related to forest ecosystems is
very wide, have a variety of interests and needs related to forests and sustainable
management thereof.

. Should characterize and measure the effective participation of different organizations
and their contribution to the scope of the UNFF.

. Synergies and harmonization of roles and interests. Identifying opportunities for
participation in international, regional and national level is suitable.

. Determine communication and coordination mechanisms established at regional and
national level, with relevant actors and sectors.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests:

It is very important to use these celebrations in order to provide information through
different media and create awareness of the importance of all types of forest ecosystems for
sustainable development.

. Social, economic and environmental benefits that forests provide to humanity at all
levels

. Generation of goods and ecosystem services

. Relevance to different natural hazards.

. Importance in terms of food security, livelihood and production of vital resources for
humans (wood, water).

. Importance in mitigating and adapting to the impacts and effects of climate change.

But these important ecosystems are being threatened and are more vulnerable to climate
change.
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. Promote the reduction of deforestation and degradation, forest fires, pests and
diseases, and contributing the reduction of poverty and improvement of sustainable
livelihoods.

Plan and coordinate activities with various stakeholders as part of these celebrations, in order
to communicate effectively to multilevel and multi-sectoral.

Create synergies with other similar activities at international and national level.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOF's)

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

X Adequate
[0  madequate
[J Notsure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

. Itis necessary to promote the dissemination and knowledge to the countries within
the scope of NLBI. Facilitating linkage to regional processes and national forest programs and
any regional process

. Because the organizations of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, which are
operating in most countries of the world, it is important to create synergies and actions to
provide information and collaboration in knowledge and implementation NLBI.

As examples:

. COFLAC

. Technical Group of Forestry Commission on Environment and Development (CCAD)
and the Regional Strategic Program for Management of Forest Ecosystems (PERFOR)

. Generate pilot in interested countries, fostering experiences and lessons learned in
their implementation and their relationship with forest planning tools. This will allow
countries or parties, to appropriate and internalize their importance and strengthen
implementation.
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. Formulating guidelines and technical series, in different languages to guide the
incorporation into national forest programs, as well as other technical and political issues.

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: Y U ]
GOF2: X | ]
GOF3: 2 ] ]
GOF4: 2 ] ]

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

It is recommended to establish criteria and indicators specifically aimed at these objectives,
allowing more easily associate programs and regional and national policies. Generate support
to member countries, with the support of organizations for cooperation and assistance,
creating synergies with other relevant bodies

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa:

. With the incorporation of the Convention in the CAP, you can create synergies between
conventions, and agreements approved in different areas of the conferences of the parties and
UNFF sessions.

. Considering the important role of forests and sustainable forest management in
Sustainable Development

. The growing concern about the wvulnerability, loss and degradation of forest
ecosystems, human and natural causes

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals:

. Consider political consensus on the vision for an agenda of the United Nations
development after 2015 and the commitment of all stakeholders in discussions on the
development after 2015. Which must be present to incorporate issues related to UNFF,
instruments and structures.

. Note that the development of a set of sustainable development goals (SDGs), it is useful
to develop a focused and coherent action on sustainable development tool.

. Promoting the participation of the member countries of the UNFF in participating in
national consultations to gain the commitment of stakeholders.

. The UNFF should actively participate in the process of thematic consultations,
organized jointly by various agencies of the UN family with the support of civil society and
other international organizations.

. Establish links with eleven thematic consultations on: Conflict and fragility, Education,
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Environmental Sustainability, Governance, Growth and Employment, Health, Hunger,
nutrition and food security, inequalities, population dynamics, energy and water. There is a
direct and indirect relationship with the UNFF, the non-legal

. Track and active participation in the processes followed to prepare the agenda and the
development of ODS from 2015.

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

B4 Adequate
O] Inadequate
[J] Notsure

Additional explanation:

Provide required human and financial resources to strengthen the Secretariat of the UNFF,
allowing the implementation of its functions efficiently and effectively. Also, to facilitate
knowledge and implement the Non-Legally Binding Instrument.

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively:

. Negotiations with the United Nations, states and organizations, and others deemed
relevant, to improve funding for the UNFF
. Should design and implement communication mechanisms to publicize the extent of

the UNFF and its instruments, as well as contribute to a better understanding of the
importance of sustainable forest management. Undoubtedly these measures will help to
improve the information and performance of its members and their national focal points.

. Designing publications in different languages on the UNFF, their structures, the Non-
Legally Binding Instrument and GOPS, which facilitates communication actions that take place
at different levels.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened:

. Develop technical guidelines to facilitate understanding and issues related to UNFF
and sustainable forest management

. Create networks with organizations and member states.

. Define and implement mechanisms for collaboration with members

. Facilitate coordination with organizations that build and national processes of

member countries.
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Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNIL since its inception:

. The work of the CPF is fundamental with respect to their duties entrusted by the
ECOSOC, referring to support UNFF and its member countries as well as promoting the
coordination and cooperation of forest

. We think that you should evaluate and improve coordination mechanisms and target
both member countries and organizations that shape communication. Take this instance
created to promote synergies among the agencies that make up that are represented or have
some relationship with the different regions of the world where they operate.

. Create communication mechanisms that allow to provide information to members of
the UNFF. Since it is important to keep in mind the mission of the CPF, as to promote the
management, conservation and sustainable development of all types of forests and to
strengthen the commitment of long-term policies to accomplish that purpose. So it is suitable
and necessary, improve the relationship with the CPF members

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNIT, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum:

. First, improved reporting mechanisms, since many members have little information
about this partnership
. Improve the agendas and interests of cooperation between organizations that

comprise, actions and resources around the responsibilities of the UNFF and its member
countries are facing.

. Build communication mechanisms with the focal points of the countries, in order to
have information on the actions that are linked to the UNFF, the non-legally binding
instrument, and activities that develop with their mandates.

. The same agencies that constitute the CPF should become spokespersons about its
existence and its mission and objectives in order to achieve full link to the UNFF and its
member countries.

. What kind of agendas are developed?, which are the channels of communication to
members that synergies mechanisms apply?, as the responsibilities of the UNFF and its
member countries with the mission of CPF is associated?

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests:

. Costa Rica's position on this issue is that you must establish a "Global Forest Fund".

. It should use all sources, including new and additional resources for developing
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countries.

) Promote the effective implementation of the Non-Legally Binding Instrument for all
types of forest

. Define and strengthen the implementation of the four global objectives on forests.

. Promote sustainable management of forests

. Funding for the implementation of sustainable forest management is very important

for developing countries, and the economic contribution of the forest sector is still of great
importance to the sustainable development agenda.

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options:

. The thematic areas of sustainable forest management at different levels, needs,
complexities, strengths, weaknesses, progress, etc..

. Emphasize the need to improve coordination between the different instruments and
mechanisms as a priority.

. Conduct an assessment to consider different actions at all levels, of all actors and
stakeholders and all sources, public and private, national and international, bilateral and
multilateral.

. Addressing gaps thematic, geographic and data on forest financing, and increase
funding for implementing the non-legally binding instrument on all types of forests (NLBI)
. Promotion and incorporation of the responsibilities of the UNFF, the member

countries, the non-legally binding instrument and overall objectives, policies and programs.
Well as on issues of concern to ensure its effectiveness, in terms of forest governance and
participation of different actors.

. Strengthen cooperation in the areas of finance related to forests, trade, technology
transfer and capacity building, and improving the coverage and effectiveness of finance for
sustainable forest management.

. Improve and simplify access current and potential financing for sustainable forest
management and forest policies and national
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MINISTERE D’ETAT, ’ ’ :AT REPUBLIQUE DE COTE D’IVOIRE
MINISTERE DEs AFFAIRES ETRANGERES Union-Discipline-Travail

04

LE CABINET

3u?ﬁ
Ne XL 4L )MEMAE/CAB/DGCM-ONU-IS/KKF/BTN

Abidjan, e
n 5 bl ")”].?"'

Monsieur ’Ambassadeur,

J’ai I’honneur de vous faire parvenir, ci-joint, pour
transmission au Secrétariat du Forum des Nations Unies sur
les Foréts (FNUF), les observations et propositions de la Cote
d’Ivoire sur la revue de l’Arrangement International sur les
Foréts (AIF), en réponse au questionnaire que lui a soumis le
FNUF.

Par ailleurs, je vous prie de bien vouloir formuler une
requéte auprés du Secrétariat du FNUF pour la prise en charge
de la participation de Monsieur KADIO Adjumane Aimé,
Conseiller Technique du Ministre des Eaux et Foréts, Point
Focal National du FNUF, au prochain atelier du Comité
d’Experts intergouvernementaux, prévu du 24 au 28 février
2014 a Nairobi (Kenya).

Je vous en souhaite bonne réception et vous prie
d’agréer, Monsieur I’Ambassadeur, l'assurance de ma haute
considération,

MONSIEUR L’AMBASSADEUR,
REPRESENTANT PERMANENT
DE COTE D'IVOIRE

AUPRES DES NATIONS UNIES

NEW-YORK
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MISSION PERMANENTE
DE LA REPUBLIQUE DE COTE D'IVOIRE
AUPRES DES NATIONS UNIES

800 SECOND AVENUE, 5th FLOCOR
NEW YORK, NY 10017
TEL: (646) 649-5061
FAX: (646) 781-9974

N* OO& /MNU/I/KFN/ab

La Mission Permanente de la République de Céte d’Ivoire auprés de
I’Organisation des Nations Unies présente ses compliments au Bureau des Nations
Unies pour les Foréls (FNUF) et a T’honneur de lui transmetire c¢i-joint, Ies
observations st propositions du Gouvernement ivoirien sur la revue de 1> Arrangement
Intemational sur les Foréts (AIF), en réponse au questionnaire qui lui a ét¢ soumis.

Par ailleurs, la Mission Permanente voudrait informer le Bureay du FNUF de la
requéte de la Coéte d’Lvoire pour la prise en charge de la participation de Monsieur
KADIO Adjumane Aimé, Conseiller technique du Ministre des Eaux et Foréts, point
focal national du TNUF, au prochain atelier du Comité d’experts
intergouvernementaux, prévu du 24 au 28 février 2014 3 Nairobi (Kenya).

La Mission Permanente de la République de Cote d’Ivoire aupres de

I’Organisation des Nations Unies saisit cette occasion pour renouveler au Burcau des
Nations Unies pour les Foréts (FNUF), les assurances de sa haute considération.

New York, le 2 janvier2014

Bureau des Nations Unies pour les Foréts
(FNUF)
New York

Fax:917-367-3186
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization: MINISTERE DES EAUX ET FORETS {MINEF)

Name of official submitting the views: KADIO ADJUMANE AIME — Point Focal National FNUF Conseiller Technique
Address:  Cité Administrative Tour D 19°™ Etage 20 BP 650 ABIDJIAN 20

Phone/Fax: Té1.(225) 202136 50 /2021 3630 Fax (225) 20 21 42 74

E-mail: Kadio.aime@Gmail.com ou adjumane.kadio@egouv.ci

Sectio AF ull range o

Al Please select (with Xin front ofthe options below] and explam the preferred option for the future of the
IAF :

[ ] A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
]X] Strengthening of the current IAF

[ ] Continuation of the current IAF

[ ]Other options pleasedescribe

Sectlon B: Performance of the Umted Natlons Forum 011
1 'future optlons for UNFF

B 1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and 1ts blenmal sessions as suff'101e11t to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels:

ests (UNFF) and lts processes smce 2000

The UNFF Secretariat which performs valuable work seems very small staff to carry out all the tasks that
Members of the Forum expect him to support States in the implementation of the Agreement.

But it would be desirable therefore to expand the current team by recruiting new experts and organize the
monitoring of the implementation of the Agreement by homogeneous groups. Experts recruited will be used
to support States and monitoring the implementation of the Agreement in these groups: LFCCs — SIDs —
HFCCs- LDCs ...

The biennial UNFF sessions are sufficient to assess progress between sessions. But intersessional activities
should be maintained to help preparation of next session.

B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/49+;

UNFF has made significant progress and produced an impressive number of studies and reports or summaries
with the support of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF), or by independent consultants or by
voluntary contributions from States or individuals on key issues in the forestry sector.

Most CPF member organizations work together to promote sustainable forest management at the regional
and national levels, forest governance and law enforcement as well as the promotion of legal timber trade.
More recently, the study on forest financing led by the CPF Members and the support provided to developing
States by the UNFF Facilitative Process, to help them identify ways of financing sustainable forest
management were major achievements.

Most countries have undertaken efforts to implement at least some of the policy measures adopted by the
Non-Legally Binding Instrument {NLBI} on all types of forests, mainly in the framework of their national forest
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programs. However, ignorance of the IAF did not allow them to develop an evaluation in relation to the
implementation of the Instrument on all types of forests.

Sensitization of stakeholders on the usefulness of this instrument is, therefore, fundamental to achieve its
implementation and contribute to sustainable management of forest resources of States.

Modules on capacity building designed and delivered in some countries like Ghana, Liberia ... to facilitate the
implementation of the Instrument and monitoring at the national level, should extend to a maximum of
countries. This training may have contributed as well to improve the understanding of the instrument by
stakeholders and show them how to integrate its implementation and monitoring in national forest programs
in particular, and in the national development plans in general.

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF:

UNFF should go well beyond a framework for discussion and debate to turn the Secretariat into a coordinating
body for implementation of forest policy at the global level. While recognizing each country's responsibility to
sustainably manage its forests and enforce national laws, UNFF should adopt the following objectives :

- Strengthen the commitment of Member States and all stakeholders to identify and implement relevant
strategies at national level to contribute to the achievement of global objectives shares;

- To assist States to develop and implement a national forest programs or equivalent ;

- To support the states and other stakeholders in the effective cross-sectoral planning and coordination on
issues that affect forests;

UNFF already has significant capacities, mandate and a hearing should be utilized, with the support of the CPF
Members, to play a central role in the governance of the global forest.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles tor UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs:

UNFF should be the high level interlocutor on forest issues and put all its weight to raise the profile of forests
in intergovernmental discussions on the Post-2015 United Nations development agenda and within the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

The UNFF Secretariat should be mandated member states to defend positions, define and propose objectives
and targets that could be an international agreement. The central position of the UNFF allows him to have a
better overview on all matters under discussion worldwide.

In view of hoisting the forestry sector as the main target of a goal on the natural resources on the SDGs, the
UNFF Secretariat should gather around him all stakeholders {(Member States, CPF, large groups ...} to present
clearly the arguments in favor of forests.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF:

Most states have taken initiatives for the implementation of the NLBI on all types of forests. These initiatives
are marked in Africa and particularly in C6te d'lvoire by the revision of forest legislation in order to take into
account the measures of sustainable forest management. Cote d'lvoire is also involved in the FLEGT process
which marks the willingness of policymakers to promote forest law enforcement, governance and legal
operations, wood processing and fair trade of forests products.

At West Africa level, the process of dialogue on forests initiated by the sub-regional institutions in the forest
sector and fauna, with the support of institutions and organizations to international intergovernmental or
non- governmental, led to the adoption by Member States of ECOWAS (Economic Community of west Africa),
in a " Convergence Plan for the management and sustainable use of forest ecosystems in West Africa." This
plan reflects the desire of these states to implement more efficient forest resources and strengthening sub-
regional cooperation on sustainable forest management and wildlife management mechanisms. This plan, will
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therefore serve as a frame of reference on the basis of which Member States agree to " federate " their
national and sub -regional organizations, in order to achieve the sustainable management of forests and
wildlife and ecosystem valuation forest in the sub -region.

Concerning Africa, the creation of the African Forest Forum {AFF) has had an undeniable impact on the
promotion of sustainable forest management through the implementation of projects and editing many
documents. AFF helped promote forest law enforcement, governance and trade. AFF has also provided
support to African States through the organization of workshops, to better inform national focal points on the
mechanisms and the overall objectives of the Agreement.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement:

The participation of Major Groups in multi-stakeholder debate contributed to associate all stakeholders to
decisions for sustainable forest management. Written contributions that these groups produce are valuable
input in the multi-stakeholder debate

The contribution of major groups should be encouraged because they are independent bodies who express
themselves freely on issues of global interest. They should receive more attention and a little more space at
Forum sessions to express their views.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests:

The International Year of Forests and the International Day of Forests have resulted in a higher awareness and
increase political and public commitment to sustainable forest management.

In Cote d'lvoire, the Government made a statement read by the Minister in Charge of Forests on National
Radio and Television antennas, to describe the initiatives taken by his department for the sustainable
management and restoration of forests and invited everyone to get involved in the implementation of these
actions. During demonstrations marking the International Day of Forests, government, people, and operators
in the timber sector were mobilized around forestry issues.

Following these meetings, several important decisions were adopted, including the expulsion of people
illegally installed in managed forests and the adoption of legislation to stop logging in savanna zones,
considered as delicate ecosystem.
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Sectlon CTheNon-Legallmed g In

Sec ; -1 _ .ﬁéifumeht‘dﬁi All Types o
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs) -

f Forests (Forest Instrument) and the

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

[ JAdequate
XInadequate
D Not sure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:
To improve progress, extension of the Instrument on Forests should be undertaken in states that wish to all
stakeholders: government, economic operators’ wood and forestry sector and non-governmental
organizations forest products sector. It must take into account the awareness of the usefulness of this
instrument for achieving its implementation and contribute to the sustainable management of forest
resources.
The training modules like those performed in Ghana, Liberia, Nicaragua and the Philippines in recent years
have made to ensure the capacity building and understanding of the Agreement.
States should avoid frequent changes in focal points to prevent sudden breaks in monitoring records. They
should rather develop light teams of two or three persons to monitor the process.
An effort should be made at the state level to translate the instrument on forests in the main languages and
implement incentives to engage in forest management certification schemes for sustainable management
measures.

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adeguate Inadequate Note sure

GOF1 [] [] <]
GOF2 [] X []
GOF3 [] X []
GOF4 [] [] X

Despite the implementation of the Instrument on Forests and progress in sustainable forest management, the
forest loss, associated with massive clearings, have increased in developing countries and in Ivory Coast in
particular. These losses are not fully compensated by the global gains in forest area in developed countries.
In Céte d'lvoire, reforestation and forest restoration is a priority of the national forest program. Maintaining
the integrity of areas fully preserved {national parks) is ensured and the creation of an independent
department (Office Ivoirien des Parcs et Réserves - OIPR) to fulfill this mission contributes to a better
protection of these ecosystems.

In addition, Céte d'lvoire is engaged in process FLEGT and REDD+. This marks the country's willingness to
enroll in certification programs of best practice, sustainable forest management, improving access to foreign
markets. These programs also have a higher aspect of capacity building and technology transfer. The
information is sufficiently developed with stakeholders involved in the process, to bring the same level of
understanding than others.

Involvement in the REED+ process in particular, help to establish a framework for cooperation between
different sectors {forestry - agriculture - energy - mining - transport ...). It will enhance the coordination of
efforts for a better understanding of the causes of forest degradation and facilitate the understanding of
misunderstandings that limit political approaches to implement in order to solve these problems.

Cote d’lvoire 6
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C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

To achieve the overall objectives at the global and national level, we will have set the problem of the status of
the instrument and the establishment of a mechanism for financing forest.

At national level, the extension of the Instrument on Forests should be undertaken in order to achieve an
understanding by all stakeholders in forest management.

Knowledge for sustainable forest management is available but the causes of forest problems are complex and
their resolution requires application of a variety of policy instruments. The establishment of a framework for
cooperation in the sectors involved in the implementation of these policies is a prerequisite for success.
National priorities should be identified and taken into account:

- Capacity building of forest workers , forest companies’ managers, local communities and all forest
stakeholders on approaches to rational management of forest resources to reduce pressure on forests;

- Promoting the efficient use of forest products to prevent waste;

- Increasing the contribution of forest management to reduce poverty mainly for people living close to the
forest to attract the interest of people for sustainable management.

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa:
The implementation of FLEGT and REED+ process identifies activities that contribute to the achievement of
the four global objectives of Forest Instrument. This is the case for capacity building of stakeholders in forest
management, promoting intersectoral coordination for sustainable development, strengthening forest law,
the establishment of a framewaork for financing sustainable management sustainable forest management,
promoting the development of non-timber forest products, etc ...

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals:

The implementation of the Forests Instrument and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals
can provide arguments to raise the profile of the forestry sector in the definition of sustainable development
objectives.

Data on direct and indirect contributions of forest products to national economies and poverty reduction
could be used to build an argument to show that this contribution also involves different sectors such as
agriculture and food security, energy, tourism, water resources...

It would be possible to demonstrate that the investment in the forestry sector is an axis of economic growth in
developing countries and thus poverty reduction.

Cote d’lvoire 7
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Secton D:

1’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

[Jadequate
XJinadequate

|:| Not sure

Additional explanation:

The UNFF Secretariat has an important role with great competence and professionalism. But its size is too
small to enable it to effectively carry all loads can be expected from him. The existing staff Should be
confirmed and recruited new expertise for better management of IAF. The Facilitative Process of UNFF
Secretariat which played such an important role in recent years to assist Member States to strengthen their
capacity in mobilizing funds for sustainable forest management should be continued and expanded in staff.
Support and monitoring of the implementation of the instrument responsibilities could be assigned to these
experts from the cluster on the basis of specific States: LFCCs, SIDs, HFCCs, LDCs...

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively:

See D1 and B1

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened:

Idem

Cote d’lvoire 8
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Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations:

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception:

The establishment of the CPF by ECOSOC to support the activities of the Forum and its members and to
enhance cooperation and coordination in forestry amongmembers, is a significant initiative that must be
maintain and strengthen.

The CPF has produced key results among which may be mentioned the study on forest financing and
promotion of the International Year of Forests in 2011.

CPF should receive the financial support needed to cope with the financing of its activities.

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the

UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum:

The Secretariat of the UNFF and the CPF Members should be able to define each year a list of commitments
related to work plan, implement and evaluate the necessary implementation of these activities financial needs
for seeking finance.

The contribution of member financial organizations like the World Bank CPF should be sought to finance this
work plan.

inancing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests:
As part of the preparation for the tenth session of the Forum to be held in Istanbul (Turkey) in April 2013, the
Forum adopted at its special session at its ninth session, the Resolution on the means of implementation
{forest financing) for sustainable forest management which has been established an Ad hoc Group of Experts
Intergovernmental open { AHEG ) and a process of facilitation (PF}. The results of the meetings held in Rome
{ltaly) in September 2012 and in Vienna {Austria) in January 2013, on the subject should be taken into account.
The establishment of a global forest fund to finance sustainable forest management is sought by many
Member States. This decision has unfortunately not been taken at the tenth session of the Forum in Istanbul
and seems subject to the revision of the legal status of the Instrument on Forests.
According to Céte d'lvoire, the development of national forest sustainable financing strategy, is a primary
responsibility of States. However the overall plan funding must be available to provide a framework for
collaboration and technology transfer. Strengthening the International Arrangement on Forests will be
desirable for this purpose, without necessarily establishing a Legally Binding Agreement on all types of forests.

F2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options:

The establishment of a global forest fund to support forest management and the implementation of the
Forests Instrument should be a window for financing decisions of the Forum. All other existing funding should
be additional windows to the fund.

Access to this fund should be easier for developing countries in order to assist them in the implementation of
measures adopted by the Forum on sustainable forest management.

This new and additional funding must come in addition to those already available for sustainable development
and access by states based on national priorities and national forest programs development.

Cote d’lvoire 9
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MISION PERMANENTE
DE LA REPUBLICA DOMINICANA
ANTE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS

MPRDNY-2144-13

The Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic to the Tlnited Nations presents its
compliments to the Secretariat of the United Nations Forum on lorests and wishes to refer to its
letter dated Qctober 25, 2013 with reference UNII-13_ HMM-L-284.

In this regard, the Permancnt Mission of the Dominican Republic to the United Nations has the
pleasure to enclose il submission of vicws ad proposuls on the inlernational arrangement on
torests (1AF).

The Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic avails itself of this opportunity to renew to
the Scerclarial of the United Nations Forum on Forests the assurances of its highest

consideration. %

December 2, 2013

Scerciariat
Uniled Nalions Forum on Forests & 3
New York.-

Cnllc 44 Tale Ma. 144, dta. Pizo » Nuevy York, NY 10017 » Extndas Unidos de América « {1 212) 867 0833 » 986 4684 (L) - drund®un.inl
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MEE%I;’(‘)'K;EN&'SN%EE Y “ANo del Blcentenare del Netalicio de Juan Pablo Duarte”
RECURS ATURALES

Santo Dominge, D.N.

28 NOV 2013 4201

Ing. Carlos Morales Troncoso
Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores
Su Despacho.

Atencién:  Sra. Venecla Alvarez de Yan-der-Horst

Embajadora. Encargada de Asuntos Cientificos,
Tecnolégicos y Medicambientales.

Distinguido sefor Ministro

Cortésmente, y en atencién a la comunicacidn 6448, de fecha 23/10/13 de Ja
Secretaria del Foro de Bosques de las Naclones unldas, en la que Invita a los
Estados Miembros & someter sus propuesta relativa al Acuerdo Intemacional
sobre los Bosques, En ese sentido, estamos remitiendo la propuesta dal Minlsterio
de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales para la posicién del pals sn 10 que
respecta al citado acuerdo.

Le reiteramos nuestro sentimianto de alta estima & hacia persona.
Atentamente,
RS

Dr. Bautista Ro]as-Gémaz y
Ministro de Medio Ambiants QS ales

Ave. Cayetano Germoaén.JElsq. Ave. Gregorio Lupsrdn, El Padregal, Santo Domingo, Repiblica Dominicana
Cédigo postal: 02487 «Tels.: 809-567-4300 / 808-807-1116 « www.ambiente.gob.do
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Format for Seliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2413

Ministry / Organization: Dowminican Republic/Ministry of Environment and Natural
Resources

Name of pificial submitting the views: 27/11/2013
Address: Av. Cayetano Germosen, Esq, Ay, Luperan
Phone/Fax: 809 567 4300 ext. 6140

E-mail: pedro.garcia@ambiente.gob.do

Sectlon A: Full range of optlons for the [AF

A1 Please select (wilh X in front of the optlons below) and explain (he prefewred eption for the future of the
1AF:

(7] Alegally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the cucrent JAF

Continwation of the current IAF

Othier pptios (please describe) -

O OX

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Foram on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.] Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues refated to all types of forests aad at
all levels: It is necessary to hold biennial sessions for decision making and introduce

intersessional preparatory meetings.

B.2 Pleasc duscribe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing ils principal
functions, as stated in ECOSQC resolutions 2000735 and 2006/49%:

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: It is important to continue
strengthening the UNFF creating mechanisms and developing new toals fo assist countries to
the adoption of policies related to forests,

Dominican Republic 3
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B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: The potential roles for UNEF in implementing the UN post-2015, could be:

1. Improving the income of poor communitles who derive their livelihoods from forest,

2. Improving the quality antd quantity of water, and therefore the access of the papulation to
this natural resource,

3. Increasing the provision of products (edible or not) to the population.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of’ Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoe experl groups in the work of
the (INFF!

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their furiher engagement: The commitment of the major groups has heen
important to maintain the operation of the UNFF, both exercising leadership, as in the
provision of funds for its operation. It is necessary that these groups continue tn exercise
their leadershlp and suppaort initiatives almed at giving a hipher status UNFF initiatives.

B.7 Please explain the role and impaci of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoling greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests: Both
days have served to promote the importance of forests in social sectors and institutions that
do not have a high interest in forests.

Sectlon C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Ferests (Forest Instrument) and tho
four Global Objecttves on Forests (GOFs)

€. Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:
[] Adequate

[1 Inadequate
<] Not sure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOT's:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOFI: [ ] 0
GOF2: X [
GOF3; ] ] X
GOF4: i X ]

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

Dominican Republic 4
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.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contrlbuted (o the implementation of
forest-related international conventiong, and vice versa: An example of how the forest have been
applied instruments, the REDD + initiative in the framework of the UNFCCC, which is
becoming one of the instruments for climate change mitigation, through the management of
forests,

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Develapment Goals:

Section D; The Forum's Secretarlat

D.1 Please indicate it'you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNIK adequate to fulfill its mandates:

[J Adequate
X Inadequate
[0 WNeotsure

Additional explanation:

D.2 [Mease provide suggestion(s} on strengthening the Secretaviat of Ihe Forum (o enable it to fulfill its
functiona more effectively: It is necessary the creation of permanent mechaniams for managing
the decisions of countries as well as the facilitation of the flow of information belween
stakeholders. Also, the Secretariat of the Forum needs more resources to provide the services
demanded.

D.3 Please provide suggestion{s) on how the Forum Secretarlat's 1ole, s a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened: The roles of the forum can be strengthened by establishing a
stronger agreement with major commitments of the parties,

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since ils inception: The
impact that has resulted from the application of rhis instrument is difficult to determine,
however, some results are visible and reflected in an increase in forest cover in developing
countries.

£.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute ro the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum:
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Section F: Financing options and sirategics

F.| Plense provide views on financing options and sirategies, including the creation of a veluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate regources ftom all seurces for sustaingble management of all types of forests and
trees outside foresis.

F.2 Plesse suggest concreto stops that UNFF, CPF membets and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest finanging optiona:

Dominican Republic 6
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MAACEP boflAP 2TNCALP SFANND +r 412/ 20/7
PANANS PR7 “LL0EC Date

The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia ®PC3 Zg- 1)1
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FOREST Ref.No.

Mr. Macharia Kamau
Chair of the UNFF11 Bureau
New York, NY 10017

Dear Sir,

We thank you for requesting to complete the Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the
international Arrangement on Forests (IAF). From the background of the format we do
understand that several sessions of meetings/discussions have been conducted and decisions
were made since its establishment. We also do understand that the format need to be completed

based on the performances and achievements of the series of decisions made before.

Indeed, our office the Ministry of Environment and Forest is new and on restructuring. Formerly,
the forestry sector was just a unit /small unit/ in the Ministry of Agriculture. For reasons of staff
turnover and many other cases, we found it difficult to know about what has been going with

regard to the subject we are here requested.

However, referring to one of the experts remaining in the office, and because he has reported to
participate in one of the meetin\gs, we are here trying to fill the questionnaire from his says and 3
pages attached herewith. This has some incompleteness, and we are very sorry for all the
inconveniencies. We only can guarantee now we would try to be in the best of our capacity for

the future.

Sincerely, : ) P

#ebedz Yimam
State Minister.
® 251-(0)11-646-5007 +A 4hn
251-(0)11-646-4604 =12760 TELE FAX: 251-(0)11-6464882/76 E-mail: esid@ethionet.et
251-(0)11-646-4898 RSN ROQ: R APRE Website: www.epa.gov.et

Addis Ababa-Ethiopia
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization: Ministry of Environment and forest

Name of official submitting the views: Ato Tefera tadesse, Director, NRM on behalf of HE Ato
Kebebde Yimam, State Minister of Forest Sector

Address: POBox +251-116464882/76
Phone/Fax: +251-116464607
E-mail: ydkeb@yahoo.co.uk

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF iy

A.1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAF:

X A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) B

LS

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its proc&sses since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels: The current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions are sufficient enough to take
necessary actions related to all types of forests.

B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494: UNFF has performed better.
Among its principal functions, the achievments of UNFF in facilitating implementation of
forest-related agreements and provision of continued policy development and dialogue
among Governments and international organizations ranked first.

4 Please see these documents at:
- hutp://www.un.org/esa/forests/pdf/2000_35_E.pdf
- hup://www.un.org/esa/forests/pdf/iaf/2006_49_E.pdf

Ethiopia 2

63



E/CN.18/AEG/2014/INF/1

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: UNFF should continue for the future
as the issue of forests is not a one time go and still there are different forest related issues
needing further consideration.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: As UNFF is a forum established to undertake forest related issues, it will have a
potential role to play both in the Post-2015 develoment agenda as well as SDGs; in the area of
environmental sustainability and conservation of resources for development.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF: The role and impact of country-led initiatives and ad-hoc expert groups UNFF were
important for the forum as in-depth discussions of some of the very complex and politically
sensitive issues during regular sessions of each processes were managed by them.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement: The engagement and participation of major
groups in the work of the forum were adequate and effective.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests: Both
the IYF and International Day of Forests were important experiences in connection to forests.
They were important in raising public awareness on the socio-economic and environmental
roles of forests. They were also a good opportunity to showcase success stories, build
partnerships between different stakeholders, encourage public participation at all levels, and
build awareness on important forestry issues.

ding Instrum All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
(GOFs) ke i -
~ s .
C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:
[0  Adequate
X]  Inadequate
Not sure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
X a |
L] X U
O [ X
O O X

Ethiopia 3
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C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa: It created fertile ground for negotiation
andinternational conventions.

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: The forest instrument and GOFs will
contribute to the environmental sustainability dimension of Post-2015 development agenda
and to the conservation of resources for development in SDGs.

Section D: ThéForum’S Secretariat ‘

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

X]  Adequate

[J Inadequate
[0 Not sure

Additional explanation:

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively: -

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened: -_

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.l Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception:

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum:

Section F: Financing opti('msv and strategies

Ethiopia 4
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F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests: The availability of voluntary Global Forest Fund will be very importat to
attain SFM objective; however, it should not be overlaping with REDD+ inernational fund
mechanism being under discussion at the UNFCCC.

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options: -

Ethiopia 5
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unff@un.org
moeini-meybodi@un.org
sam2@un.org

FINLAND'S SUBMISSION FOR THE REVIEW OF THE INTERNATIONAL ARRANGEMENT ON
FORESTS

Dear Sir,

Please find attached Finland’s submission for the review of the International Arrangement on
Forests in response to the invitation by the UNFF Secretariat (ref. UNFF-13-L-HMM-
219).

The submission has been prepared in a participatory manner involving relevant
government ministries and stakeholders.

Yours sincerely,

Juha Ojala
Director General

A MAA- JA METSATALOUSMINISTERIO JORD- OCH SKOGSBRUKSMINISTERIET A MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY
+ PL 30, 00023 VALTIONEUVOSTO (Helsinki) + PB 30, 00023 STATSRADET (Helsingfors) « PO Box 30, F1-00023 GOVERNMENT, Finland (Helsinki)
» puh. 0295 16 001 » faksi (09) 160 54202  « tfn 0295 16 001 « fax (09) 160 54202 .« tel. +358 295 16 001 + fax +358 9 160 54202
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UNFF Intersessional Activities on the International Arrangement of Forests

FINLAND’s Views on the International Arrangement on Forests

General

e Finland aligns itself with the submission of the European Union and its member States and provides this
submission as an additional input.

o Finland considers the assessment of the International Arrangement on Forests extremely important. In this
respect we wish to provide the following initial views as prepared on the basis of inter-ministerial and
stakeholder consultation.

o At this stage we focus on views and experiences concerning mainly the past performance of the IAF. We
feel that timing for the future options will be later after getting some feedback from the independent review
and the outcome of the first AHEG meeting.

e The format for soliciting views and proposals provided by the UNFF Secretariat was found too rigid and
the questions somewhat leading. Consequently, in our reply we will only follow the general headings of
the format.

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests and its processes since 2000
(including AHEGS, CLIs/OLIs, involvement of major groups, International Year/Day of Forests)

e UNEFF has provided a forum at a high level in the UN system to address forest related issues in a holistic
and comprehensive manner. The UNFF has also provided a global framework for forest policy
coordination and development and promoted sustainable forest management as part of sustainable
development. The universal membership is unique within the UN system. The wide range of substantive
issues covered within its programmes of work has emphasized the complex nature of forest issues
compared to the forest related conventions, which consider forest issues from a much narrower angle.

e The IPF-IFF-UNFF process has been a collective learning process about common understanding on
sustainable forest management. Especially the IPF/IFF phase brought some positive changes into national
policies and practices (eg. national forest programmes, participatory approaches, stakeholder involvement).
On the other hand, many of the UNFF resolutions have just repeated what had already been agreed during
the IPF-IFF process or even been weaker than the IPF-IFF proposals for action. There is not much
evidence that UNFF resolutions have had such impact at the national level as the previous IPF/IFF
proposals for action.

e The AHEG meetings have been important to discuss and prepare specific issues in a slightly more informal
setting than the ordinary UNFF sessions. The AHEG meetings have also kept forest issues at the global
agenda between the UNFF sessions especially in 2007-2015 when the UNFF has met every second year.

e The CLI- and OLI-meetings have been a flexible tool to focus on certain specific issues outside the UN-
setting. Over 30 CLI-meetings have shown the commitment of countries to promote the work of the UNFF.
Some new ideas have been promoted through the CLIs, e.g. the CLI “Contribution of Forests to a Green
Economy” contributed to the introduction of the concept of “green economy” into the Rio+20 process and
UNFF10 resolutions. In many cases, however, the outcome of the CLIs has not really been incorporated
into the work of the UNFF.

e The UNFF has recognized the major groups as important stakeholders in forest policy development and
implementation. However, their participation has been somewhat marginalized into a separate multi-
stakeholder dialogue sessions without a direct link to the work of the UNFF or the outcome of the UNFF
sessions. This trend has continuously strengthened during last years.

e In principle, communication on forest related issues is important. International Year of Forests might have
increased the visibility of forest sector. On the other hand there are very many international years on
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different topics and it is not sure how much it really created awareness outside the forest sector. It should
be carefully considered what the role of the UNFF Secretariat in communication is.

e Despite its broad mandate the UNFF has not really succeeded to be the leader in global forest policy
issues. Other forest related processes (notably the climate changes negotiations and to some extent
FLEGT-issues and land use issues) has achieved much more political attention. The commitment of
countries to UNFF work has weakened during the years and the impact of UNFF resolutions to national
policies and practices due to their soft law nature has been modest. The UNFF in its present form can be
considered rather expensive, bureaucratic and inefficient and it has not managed to have any major impact
to other forest related processes or to other sectors.

e The major challenge at the moment is to have an impact to the post-2015 development agenda
considerations in order to have the contribution of forest sector in green economy recognized. At the same
time there is an urgent need for forest sector to contribute to the preparation of post 2020 global climate
agreement.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

e Agreeing on the four global objectives on forests and the non-legally binding instrument on all types of
forests can be considered as important achievements within the work of the UNFF. In the Finnish bilateral
development cooperation the GOFs defined in the Forest Instrument are recognized as basis for forest
sector cooperation.

e The global objectives are fairly clear (although monitoring the progress of some of them is difficult, e.g.
forest degradation, the forest-based social benefits and the area of sustainably managed forests). Some
positive progress has been made in achieving the global objectives, notably in GOF3 and GOF4 and to
some extent in GOF1. However, it is evident that the progress has greatly benefitted from the decisions and
funding mechanisms of forest related conventions (notably CBD, UNFCCC), e.g. in the increase of
protected areas and the official development assistance.

The pilot projects in the implementation of the Forest Instrument have given some positive feedback.
The weakness of the Forest Instrument, however, is its soft law nature. It is not known outside the forest
sector and even within the forest sector it is not really recognized as an important tool. Its impact on
national policies and practices and even on international cooperation does not seem to be significant.

Section D: The UNFF Secretariat

e The management of the secretariat is the key issue. There is room for improvement in order to focus on
priorities, provide additional value, and to work effectively and cost-efficient manner. The secretariat is
small but its optimal size and the structure depends on its tasks and mandate.

e The location of the secretariat at the UN headquarters brings opportunities by providing direct links to the
high level policy discussions e.g. on the post 2015 development agenda, as well as comprehensive
representation due to permanent representations located in New York, but on the other hand also
challenges e.g. due to the rules and procedures regarding the headquarters.

e Inrecent year communication has been emphasized in the work of the secretariat. This prioritization might
have decreased attention on substantive matters.

e The substantive capacity of the secretariat has probably weakened over the years, e.g. the CPF member
organizations have not seconded senior officials to the secretariat recently.
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Section E: Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF) and its member organizations

e The voluntary network of CPF organizations has increased networking, coordination and collaboration
between them. The support by the CPF and its member organizations in the work of UNFF has been
essential in some areas (e.g. forest financing). The Global Forest Expert Panels have increased the use of
scientific information in the political decision making. Another good example of the work of the CPF is
streamlining the forest related reporting. The joint statements by the CPF to other forest related processes
e.g. on climate change, biodiversity and land use issues have increased their weight and visibility.

e The CPF member organizations have supported directly the work of the UNFF by seconding senior
officials to the UNFF Secretariat. This direct support, however, have decreased over the years.

e The UNFF can only give guidance to the CPF and it is up to its member organizations to allocate resources
to the UNFF related work. Some CPF member organizations feel the CPF as an obligation and many
member organizations are rather passive. Each CPF organization has its own agenda and there is
competition between them and so allocating resources for joint actions is a challenge.

e Linkage between the member countries, UNFF and CPF could be intensified. It would be worthwhile to
consider how to address this, e.g. the UNFF bureau or its Chair to attend the CPF meetings.

Section F: Forest related financing / Means of Implementation

e Means of implementation has been in the agenda of every UNFF session. The discussions have focused
mainly on forest related financing in developing countries although means of implementation covers also
other issues.

e The key question is how the governments are willing to improve the enabling conditions and policy means
at the national level in order to channel investments from different sources into forest sector.

e Financing needs and opportunities have been analyzed thoroughly during the years and there is wealth of
information available. The CPF has produced the online Sourcebook on Funding for Sustainable Forest
Management, which should be used more efficiently by the governments. The active governments have
benefitted from different financing options which have increased considerably over the years. The
Facilitative Process has helped to some extent some countries in identifying funding sources.

e The discussion on forest financing and especially on the Global Forest Fund has dominated the UNFF
sessions and taken too much attention from other substantive issues. The discussion might have created
unrealistic expectations concerning increased forest financing through UNFF.
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PERMANENT MISSION OF GEORGIA TO THE UNITED NATIONS

Ne 19/48311

The Permanent Mission of Georgia to the United Nations presents its complements to the
United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat and with reference to the letter of Mr. Jan L.
McAlpine, Director of UNFF N 006448, dated by 25 October 2013 and has the honour to
convey the filled-in questionnaire, reflecting the views and proposals of the LEPL
“National Forestry Agency”, Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources Protection of
Georgia on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF).

The Permanent Mission of Georgia to the United Nations avails itself of this opportunity to
renew to the United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat the assurances of its highest
consideration.

Enclosed: 5 pages.

New York, 25 November 2013

United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat
New York
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization: Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources protection,
National forestry Agency

Name of official submitting the views: Merab Sharabidze, Senior Adviser
Address: 6 Gulus str, Thilisi Georgia 0114
Phone/Fax: +995599232224

E-mail: merab.sharabidze@gmail.com

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A.1Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAF:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) -

[ DX

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at

all levels: UNFF structure and biennial sessions are sufficient to ensure implementation of
appropriate guidelines and activities;

B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494: According to ECOSOC resolutions
UNFF’s activities and performance can be evaluated as efficient and vital for further
development, especially for increasing the list of participant countries and enhancing their
capacities.
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B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: Broadening and promoting UNFF’s
forest-related priorities and programs in new participant countries.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFL in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: UNFF’s efforts to ensure involvement of developing countries. It is necessary to
strengthen or amand forest issues in different Conventions administrated by UN
organizations.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-I.ed Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFT: The role of AD HOC expert groups involved in UNFF activities should be observing
implementation of multi-year programs, as well as identifying forest-related issues and
evaluating their value and reasonability.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement: Engagement of major groups in the activities of
UNFF represents a positive fact for further progressive performance and desirable outcomes.
Invelvement of groups other than "major groups”is also very important e.g. mountan people
who are very much depend on forest products and services.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Iorests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests: :
Focusing on the importance of forest and biodiversity is the core purpose for their further
development. Namely to this end, the role and impact of the International Year of the Forest
and International Day of the Forest should be subject of discussion and promotion at any
level.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

X Adequate
[0 Inadequate
[] Notsure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

(.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOF's:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: X ] ]
GOF2: X L] L]
GOF3: 2 ] O
GOF4: = L] L]
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C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:More active work at national level.

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa: Implementation of the forest instrument
ensures coordinated and interactive cooperation between the UNFF and relevant global and
regional MEAs is absolutely necessary. Achievements and findings of forest instrument should
be taken into account by secretariats of MEAs and activities of UNFF should be guided by
MEAs. Insure that forest issues are adeqiately explained in these MEAs.

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: To put special clauses in post-2015 UN
development agenda for developing countries as well as for countries in transition, as they
should take special efforts to improve the management of their forests, inter alia, to mobilize
financial resources and support.

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

[l  Adequate
X]  Inadequate
[] Notsure

Additional explanation: The secretariat should be strengthen.

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively: Keeping participants updated with consequences of the sessions and
credible news.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened: Increse visibility of the secretariat with active role at national
level.
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Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception: Recent
activities of CPF have shown very coherent and effective direction towards the work of UNFF
and its member countries. It's obvious that the mission of CPF gained extensive experience in
enhancing cooperation and coordination on forest issues.

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum: More active continuation of the current direction.

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests: Creation of Global Forest Fund is a good idea, one of the main contributors
should be forest companies dealing with forest harvesting (transfer of small part of their
profit).

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options: Option is the creation of separate section or direction in GEF.
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MINISTRY OF LANDS AND
NATURAL RESOURCES

P. 0. Box M 212 Accra.

NOVEMBER 20™ 2013

UNITED NATIONS FORUM ON FORESTS SECRETARIAT

1 UN PLAZA, DC1-1245D
NEW YORK, NY 10017

Dear Sir/Madam,

SUBMISSION OF GHANA'S INPUTS TO THE PROPOSALS ON THE
INTERNATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS ON FORESTS (IAF)

We are pleased to submit to you Ghana’s inputs to the proposals on the International
Arrangements on Forests for your consideration.

Due to some administrative challenges, we could not forward this to you before the
deadline of 30" October 2013. We therefore apologize for the undue delays in our

submission.

Counting on your cooperation in such matters.

Yours faithfully,

—

BIYIRA MAHAMA (MRS)
DIRECTOR, ADMINISTRATION
FOR: MINISTER

76



E/CN.18/AEG/2014/INF/1

Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization: MINISTRY OF LANDS AND NATURAL RESOURCES, GHANA
Name of official submitting the views: JOSEPH OSIAKWAN

Address: MINISTRY OF LANDS AND NATURAL RESOURCES, P.0. BOX MB212, ACCRA,
GHANA

Phone/Fax: 233-0302-687346/0302-666801

E-mail: josephosiakwan@yahoo.com

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A.1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAF:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) . Current
arrangements are adequate but need to be
strengthened

0O OXO]

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels: YES, they are sufficient.

B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494: 1. The successful piloting, adoption
and implementation of the NLBI by many member countries. 2. The successful celebration of
the IYF; 3. Consistency in the organization of expert groups and other consultative meetings
on forest issues prior to general meetings of member states. 4. UNFF has succeeded in
attracting attention from many governments on long-term financial and political
commitments to sustainable forest management.
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B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: 1. UNFF should adopt the
International Day of Forests as declared as a mainstream annual event. 2. Mechanisms for
sustainable forest financing should be a major priority for on UNFF Agenda, e.g. Implementing
the proposed Global Forest Fund. 3. Facilitate capacity building of member states to
implement international agreements on forests.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: UNFF should participate activlely in deepening the understanding of
governments on the role of forestry in poverty alleviation and national development. 2. UNFF
should ensure that forestry becames a stand alone area in the post 2015 development agenda
and SDGs.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF: CLI'sinitiatives and work of expert groups are complimentary efforts to the work of
UNFF and must be encouraged.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement: Work of major groups is also complementary
to the work of UNFF and provides a extended platform for wider stakeholder consultation.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests: They
were excellent platforms for creating massive public awareness and securing political
commitment for sustainable forest management and should be mainstreamed into the work
of UNFF.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

[J  Adequate
X Inadequate
[J Not sure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:Capacity building of member states to
enable them implement NLBI

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: O X ]
GOF2: O D O
GOF3: O] X L]
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GOF4: O X O

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:Secure increased political commitment
and sustainable financing by member states.

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa: Enhanced cooperation and coordination of
forestry issues at country-level, a good example is Ghana.

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: They still remain very relevant and
critical inputs into the post-2015 development agenda and SDGs.

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

[J  Adequate
X Inadequate
[CJ Notsure

Additional explanation: The Secretariat requires a sustainable funding source.

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively: Secure sustainable funding sources. 2. Create a unit within the
Secretariat to support development of country level projects.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened: Build capacity of technical staff to effectively coordinate
various component of the Secretariat's work.

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception: Their
contributions have been supportive of countries implementing agreements but this requires
further enhancement of their support to member states
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E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum: Enhance efforts to secure funding to enable scaling up collaboration with member
states in the implementation of agreements.

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests: Sustainable financial mechanism including Global Forest Fund and
National Forest Funds be created to generate additional internal and external funding for
sustainable forest management.

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options: 1. Establish a committee to develop proposals for funding. 2.
UNFF to mandate member states to create a national forest funds.

Ghana 5
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In replying the above
Number and date of this
letter should be quoted.

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE,
LANDS, FORESTRY, FISHERIES
AND THE ENVIRONMENT
MINISTERIAL COMPLEX
BOTANICAL GARDENS
ST. GEORGE’S
GRENADA, W.I

November 14, 2013

Ms. Thida Sam

United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat
2 United Nations Plaza

DC2 - 230813

New York

New York 1007

USA

Dear Ms. Sam,

The Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment presents its
compliments to the staff of the Secretariat.

Please find attached the submission of the Grenada/Forestry and National Parks
Division of this Ministry on the stated subject. “* UNFF Intersessional Activities on the
International Arrangement on Forest Format for soliciting view and proposals on the
International Agreement on Forest, United Nations Forum on Forest Secretariats July
2013".

We welcome the opportunity to participate.

Respectfully,

PERMANENT SECRETARY
with responsibility for FORESTRY AND FISHERIES

BL-S/at

Attach

Phone: (473) 440-2708/3386/3078 Facsimile: agriculture@gov.gd. Fax: (473) 440-4191
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization: Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Forestry, Fisheries and the
Environment

Name of official submitting the views: Aden Forteau
Address: Ministerial Complex, Botanical Gardens, Tanteen, St. George's, Grenada
Phone/Fax:

E-mail: michael_forteau@yahoo.co.uk and adenforteau@yahoo.com

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A.1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAL:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAIY

Other options (please describe)

Alegally binding instrument may contribute to
greater compliance by member states/parties
on the four global objectives on forest, forest
instrument and the MDG's. (The consequences
of Non-compliance should be great enough to
[J  ensure compliance). Additionally, a legally
binding instrument may result in greater
consideration given by CPF to member states
(particularly the SIDS) for new and additional
resources to ensure implementation for
sustainable forest management -

()X

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFI®

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at

all levels: The current UNFF structure seems quite sufficient, however the biennial sessions are
not enough to take necessary actions regarding all types of forest. For example, debate
conclusions/recommendations from biennial sessions are based on consencus and does not
necessarily means that the conditionalities regarding all parties and all type of forests are
reflected. Time limitation is also associated with the biennial sessions, thus making it
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impossible for member states to sufficiently delebriate on the situation and circumstances
regarding forest in their respective states. Additionally, not all member states are usually
present at biennial session due to lack of financial resources etc.

B.2 Please describe the UNIFI”s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494: In the absence of sufficient
resources and a Legally-Binding Instrument, I think that the UNFF's performance regarding
the promotion of management, conservation and sustainable development of all types of
forest and strengthening of long-term political commitment was great. Accomplishment of the
four Global objectives, the NLBI, and development goals including the MDG's requires the
availability of technical and financial resources etc. UNFF through its awareness initiatives
particularly the International Year of the Forest (Forest 2011) has raised forest consciousness
and significantly contributed to increased efforts at national, regional and international levels
for the sustainable management, conservation and development of all types of forest. UNFF
has invited and facilitated the participation of Ministers from representative member states
to biennial sessions in an effort to strengthen political commitment for sustainable forest
management. UNFF also ensures that the recommendations from sessions are communicated
to the CPF particularly the three major Rio Convention. However more effort is needed by
UNFF in facilitating the provision of resources to ensure greater participation of member
states to meetings/sessions.

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: I think that the UNFF should
continue functioning under it's present structure but with more atonomy and support
(legislative, financial etc.) from the CPF and other key partners to facilitate sustainable forest
management in member states.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: UNFF potential roles in implementing UN post-2015 development agenda and
the SDGs should speak mainly to coordination and facilitation. UNFF should actively liaise
with key members of the CPF, intergovernmental agencies, major groups etc. to ensure that
mechanisms are in place for implementation and feedback (monitoring and evaluation are
crucial in this regard).

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-I.ed Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF: The work of the UNFF regarding Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups is
fundamental because countries/Focal Points are given the opportunity to deliberate on key
issues pertaining to the implementation of the Four Global Objectives on Forest, the Forest
Insttument and Development Goals. Furthermore, countries are able to address
implementation constraints confronting their capacity to effectively and efficiently implement
SFM and contribute to meaningful recommendations for analysis and appropriate action by
UNFF for Global SFM. Country-ed Initiatives should be encouraged and intensified.
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B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement: The intent of the major group network is good ,
however there is need for greater synergies between and within major groups for the
implementation of the forest instrument and related areas. A strategic plan is needed for
major groups. Such a plan should fully capture the roles and responsibilities of individual
groups and must also capture the means of implementation for UNFF issues. Facilitation for
strengthening coordination among groups is crucial.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests: |
think that the role of the International Year of Forest (IYF) and the International Day of Forest
(IDF) in promoting awareness and strengthening political commitment for forest were key
and crucial. These events have raised individual, community and political consciousness on
the use and importance of forest at the national, regional and internationnal levels. The
understanding and actions towards SFM are now more positive compared to prior the
implementation of IDF & IYF.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (IForest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

(.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

[  Adequate
]  Inmadequate
] Not sure

(.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress: UNFF's role and capacity in facilitating
SFM should be strengthened.

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: O X O
GOF2: OJ 24 [l
GOF3: O X O
GOF4: O X O

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress: Need strengthening of synergies
(corporation, coordination & collaboration) at all levels (CPF, major groups,
intergovernmental organisations, NGO's, politicians etc.) to ensure adequate progress of the
four Global Objectives on Forest.
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C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa: The objectives of the forest instrument are
consistent with the goals and objectives of the forest related international conventions and
consequently, the implementation of the conventions goals automatically mean
implementation of the forest instrument and the four global objectives on forest and vice
versa .

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: The forest instrument and the GOFs are
geared towards management, conservation, sustainable development of forest resources and
strengthening of political commitment. These would contribute positively to the provision of
livelihoods, poverty alleviation, biodiversity conservation and climate change mitigation and
adaptation etc. All of the above mentioned contribution are consistent with the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the SDG's.

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

[] Adequate
[0 Inadequate
X Notsure

Additional explanation: The works /commitments of the UNFF secretariat are tremendous and it
is therefore crucial that sufficient staff and associated resources be made available for the
successful implementation of SFM.

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively: Suggestions for the Secretariat of the UNFF to function more
efficiently include the following: 1) Members of the CPF and other key stakeholders must
provide support to ensure sufficient financial and other resources for the UNFF Secretariat. 2)
All stakeholders including member states, intergovernmental organisations, major groups,
NGO's etc. must ensure timely submission of reports and 3) Provide to the UNFF Secretariat,
appropriate, timely and accurate feedback regarding meetings and workshops to ensure that
the Secretariat logistical arrangements are effective and efficient.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened: The Secretariat's role can be strengthened legislation,
increased support from members of the CPF and through the implementation of instrument
such as institutional analysis to determine gaps in role and responsibilities.
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Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNIT since its inception: The CPF
programs are designed to meet internationally agreed upon objectives, however the action
taken to accomplish the said objectives although necessary are not sufficient and varies from
one region to the next. The impacts of some actions are not immediately apparent but will
provide long-term social, economic and environmental benefits. This would contribute
positively to climate change mitigation and adaptation, poverty alleviation and community
livelihood security, particularly for the poor and vulnerable women. | think that the CPF
members should do more to ensure that the UNFF can effectively and efficiently implement
resolutions and other essential work.

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNET, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum: The CPF members need to comprehensively analyse the role of the UNFF

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests: 1) Develop a special resolution for international forest financing (All
relevant parties would derive strategies to implement the resolution).

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options: 1) International Forum to derive consensus on forest financing
strategy. 2) Hosting of regional meetings/workshops to decide on approach to implement
strategy and 3) At the national level ensure consistency with international and regional
financial strategies considering all circumstances affecting forest financing. Additionally
members of the CPF and major groups should make necessary contributions that would
contribute to SFM.
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INSTITUTO NACIONAL DE B8O0SOUES

Mas bosques para el desarrollo de Guatemala

mab

B uatemala

7a. Ave. 12-90 Zona B3 °*PBX: (502) 2321-2626 *FAX: (502) 2472-2070 ‘*www.inab.gobgt

November 28th, 2013
Ref.G.454-2013

Excellency;

Please find attached the document “UNFF Intersessional Activites on the
International Arrangement on Forests Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the
International Arrangement on Forests”.

Acting Manager
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAI)

July 2013
Ministry / Organization: Instituto Nacional de Bosques - INAB
Name of official submitting the views: Ing. Josué Morales
Address: 7 av. 12-90 zona 13, Ciudad de Guatemala
Phone/Fax: 2321-2626
E-mail: gerencia@inab.gob.gt

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A.1 Please select (with X in {ront of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAL:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAI

Other options (please describe) -

O OO

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels: UNFF structure and its biennial sesssions are not sufficient enough because there is a
lack of monitoring and follow-up for all members, since there is a great need of policy advice
and guidance on forest issues. There should be a mechanism on which the UNFF structure can
grant a better guidance.

B.2 Please describe the UNIT’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494:

UNFF's performance has helped to develop financial provisions in order to implement a
future agreed legal framework supporting all operations and functions for the benefit of
forest issues.

Furthermore, its key achievements in implementing its principal functions are:

1. To enhance cooperation

2. To establish a plan of action for the implementations of the Panel

3. To promote the implementation of internationally agreed actions.
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B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: The UNFF in the future should try
to:

1. Raise awareness of members at the Forum to harmonize efforts.

2. Address emerging topics that are not within the planned program.

3. Encourage participation of communities and private sector organizations withing UNFF.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs:

The potential roles for UNFF are to:

1. Promote and build awareness for the sustainable forest management.

2. Promote and enhance policies and measures addressed on forestissues.

3. Implement research regarding emerging forestry issues.

4. Develop strategies for a sustainable forest management country.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Ied Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF:

Country led initiatives and ad hoc expert groups should play an important role on identify
forest-related priorities and facilitate and strenghten collaboration with relevant issues that
are identified on programmes that have greater needs.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement: Other major groups that need to engage in the
work of UNFF should be more participation of private companies, there should be a
mechanisms or campaing addressed to this sector in order to increase awareness.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests: The
role and impact of these two have increased the awareness of communities of all socities
because have presented the real needs that forest and environment have, also strenghtening
political and public commitment because governments have a social, and environmental
commitment with their population.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

B4 Adequate
[0  Inadequate
[ Notsure
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C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:
Enhance monitoring and follow-up.

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: X [l O
GOF2: O = O
GOF3: X [ |
GOF4: ] X [l

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

GOF1: Create forest-oriented incentives in order to protect, restore forests.

GOF2: Improve the livelihoods of forest dependent people through programmes that grants
knowledge and technical cooperation in order to enhance forest oriented activities.

GOF3: Areas of Protected forests should be warrantied by communities and governments
which enhance and promote protection policies.

GOF4: Improve official assistance through political commitment.

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa:

The implementation of forest instruments helps to secure a political commitment of all
members and harmonize processes in order to improve the sustainable forest management.
The forest-related international conventions coordinates and consolidates all activities and
initiatives supporting the benefits for the forest issues.

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals:

The Forest Instrument and GOFs can contribute for the progress and challenges that will
emerge on 2015, meaning that can prevent certain issues if the GOF's are well monitored and
follow-up.

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

X Adequate
[0 Inadequate
[:I Not sure

Additional explanation:
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D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively: To have a better coordination of programs, acticvities and processes.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened: The Forum Secretariat's role should be strengthened by
promoting activities in order to increase a dynamic and effecitve Forum that enhances the
coordination among members.

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception:

The impact that excels is to collaborate and strenght coordination on forest issues in order to
foster progress towards sustainable forest management at global, regonal and national level.

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum: CPF and its member organizations can contribute to work od the UNFF if they continue
to develop initiatices on monitoring, assesement and report, harmonizing activities for the
sustainable forest management.

Section I: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests: The creation of a Voluntary Global Forest Fund should have members goal
oriented and with a sustainable management skill in order to facilitate a better environment
of fundings, should promote campaigns for public, private and international organizations to
make them realize how forests are important for our dailly life and make them aware of the
need to keep forests.

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFE, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options:

In order to create financing options for the development of forest the UNFF and CPF members
should:

1. Link new ideas and support communities that have a forest oriented market.

2. Strengthen political commitment within the members.

3. Enhance a cooperation programme through synergies between donors and recepients.

4. Create public-private and cross-sectoral partnerships of forest-oriented issues.

5. Enhance Funding strategies between North and South regions.
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PERMANENT MISSION OF INDIA
TO THE UNITED NATIONS
238 EAST 43RD STREETY

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017
TEW: (212) 490-WS60
FAX: (212) 400-B686

No. PMI/NY/FS(AN)/2013 December 05, 2013

The Permanent Mission of ‘India to the United Nations in New York
presents its compliments to the United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat
and has the honour to refer to its message UNFF-13-L.-HMM-219 dated 16" July
2013 and subsequent message reference No.UNFF-13-HMM-L-284 dated 25"
October 2013 seeking the views and proposals of member States and other
stakeholders on the International Arrangements on Forests (IAF).

The Permanent Mission of India to the United Nations has the further

honour to enclose herewith the submission of Government of India conveying
its views on the IAF. ' '

The Permanent Mission of India to the United Nations in New York avails
itself of this opportunity to renew to the United Nations Forum on Forests
Secretariat, the assurances of its highest consideration.

The United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat -
Department of Economic and social Affairs
United Nations Plaza, DC2-2301

New York
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization: Ministry of Environment and Forests, Govt. of India
Name of official submitting the views: Mr Subhash Chandra

Address: DIG Forests, Forest Policy, Ministry of Environment & Forests. Government of
India, Paryavaran Bhawan, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003, India

Phone/Fax: +91-11-24363974

E-mail: subhaash.chandra@gmail.com

Section A: Full range of options for the JAF

A1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAF:

[] A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current JAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) -

O OX

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF SRR NN

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take

necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels:

Current UNFF Insitution needs strengthening in terms of manpower and financial support
with scope for.regional representaion to effectively address hugely diverse forestry issues
and challenges faced globally and to play a critical role in evolving post 2015 SD Agenda.
Biennial sessions are quite appropriate, however, more intersessional activities on specific
forestry themes & issues with comprehensive Multi Year Programme of works of various
programme partners (CPF, Major Groups, MFls etc)need to be promoted for greater
understanding and coordinated action on forestry issues among major stakeholders. The
intersessional activities & AHEG meetings have been very useful in creating platforms for
bringing together experts/ professionals in the forestry related fields for building consensus
on important forestry issues. Building capacity of all relevant stakeholders, better

coordination among them and their continuous engagement is necessary which can be guided
by UNFF.
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B2 Please describe the UNFE’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
| functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494:

UNFF since its inception has provided a useful platform by facilitating dialogue among
countries and other major stakeholders and has given continuous thrust on mobilising public
opinion in support of forestry issues globally. The performance of UNFF since 2000 has been
highly appreciable. In around a decade’s time, UNFF has been able to bring various relevant &
complex forestry issues into focus at important global fora & fostered international
cooperation. It has provided a coherent & comprehensive forest policy and reaffirmation of
commitment for SFM. In the ongoing international dialogues in the fields of Climate Change,
REDD+, Sustainable Forest Management, UNFF has been actively engaged & kept updated the
Member States to formalise forestry's important role in UNFCCC, UNCCD and CBD, UNFF's
Voluntary reports have provided good opportunities to assess the country's progress on
achieving GOFs, MDGs, NLBIs etc. UNFF has achieved reasonable success in achieving its main
objectives like awareness raising & increasing political commitmment, coordinating action on
complex forestry issues, drawing attention towards strengthening forest finance for
implementing SFM. It has also strengthened cross sectoral coordination.

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: Global community should continue
to work for finding more effective role of forestry in the progress towards achieving
sustainable development and well being of humanity while fully complying with principle 2 of
the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development which states that States have, in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the principles of international law, the
sovereign right to exploit their own resources pursuant to their own environmental and
developmental policies. Addressing drivers of deforestation, forest degradation, climate
change impacts, biodiversity loss need collective efforts. UNFF is the best option to continue
to guide/ steer action on forestry issues. at global level. It would be appropriate that the
existing arrangement is strengthened. UNFF as an institution has already gained good
expertise, capacity & experience. It has global recognition and support of member countries.
The time is to build upon the present strength and work for greater coordinated action on
forests by integrating forestry in the various programmes sustainable development and
making it a critical part of strategies & action programmes under existing international
conventions.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs:

As of now the exact and final shape of UN post-2015 development agenda and the SDGs are
not very clear and no finality on SDGs has come out, therefore, it is not possible to comment at
this stage.However, India has deep appreciation for the excellent work done by UNFF in
fulfilling its manadate in spite of its limited resources. India acknowledges significant
contribution made by UNFF and expect that UNFF will continue to play an important role in
guiding forestry related action in future by mobilizing greater international support in the
forestry sector from various stakeholders, multilateral financial institutions, major_groups
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including the private sector. Financing SFM is also great challenge & requires, multiple
approaches and cross sectoral support with UNFF playing a critical role .UNFF with its vast
experinence is best suited to coordinate forestry related action in existing as well as furure
conventions in multisectoral levels/platforms. UNFF can help in evolving international policy
framework for REDD+ and guiding effective implementation.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF:

There have been a number of significant country led initiatives in respect of achjeving
Sustainable Management of Forests, Four Global objectives on Forests and implmentation of
Non Legally Binding Instrument in last few years. The Ad-Hoc Expert Group Meetings on
strengthening Forest Finance were a good success in drawing attention of various
stakeholders towards the huge gap in demand and availability of financing in the forestry
sector for ensuring SFM. However, much still needs to be done. This momentum needs to be
maintained by continuous support, follow up and coordinated efforts of UNFF. UNFF Sessions
have attracted large number of countries, organizatuions, stakeholders, youth, women,
members of Civil Society Groups, Media etc. India has exchanged experiences with other
countries and taken a number of initiatives in the forestry sector like initiating Green India
Mission and green rural development through MGNREGA schemes.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement:

| UNEF has provided an excellent platform for sharing views with partners of Major Groups in

its sessions and intersessional activities. It is relevant to mention that major groups have
tremendous stakes in forests and will continue to play an important role in SFM. Efforts need
to be made for continuous and effective engagement of these in evolving policy framework,
and strengthening their role in implementing and promoting SFM. There is a need to develop
a number of appropriate and effective communication strategies to renew their interests and
contiuous engagement of such a diverse group of stakeholders. Tribals, Women, Youth, Forest
Based industries can play an important role in forest conservation and SFM and derive
optimum benefits. Their efforts and skills upgradation need to be supported by forest
managers, NGOs , scientists with due publicity by media.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests:

International Year of Forests in 2011 and its theme forests for people has brought forestry
into the mainstream of discussions once again quite effectively. India organised a series of
programmes on International Year of Forests in 2011 and this year for celebration of
Internatioanl Day of Forests. But this momentum need to be maintained to engage various
stakeholders, academicia, media, corporate and private sector for generating a stronger
political commitment and adequate resources for SFM. The positive aspects of forestry need
to highlighted for engaging larger section of the society. :
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iSectlon C The Non—Legally Bmdmg Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) an(l the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs) : )

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

Xl Adequate
[l  Inadequate
]  Notsure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:
Some of the suggestions for effective implementation of are given below:

1. Greater financial and technical support to countries for awareness and capacity building
among all stakeholders for supporting SFM.

2. Continue efforts of strengthening linkages of forestry sector & SFM to sustainable economic
development.

3. Augmentation of efforts for greater resource mobilization for SFM in developing countries.
4. Focus on specific regional, national and sub-national forestry issues to address
deforestation and forest degradation.

5. Enhancing ODA to developing countries for specific forestry sector programmes,etc.

6. Enhancing more coordination at Regional level.

7. Capacity building of stakeholders at national level for better coordination among nodal
points of other concerned departments/ agencies.

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs; -

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: ] X il
GOF2: g X [
GOF3: ] X [l
GOF4: ] < L]

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progtess:
Following measures are suggested:

1.Enhance cross sectoral coordination in the forestry sector through an appropriate
institutional mechanism.

2. Vigorously pursuing effective communication strategies for increasing awareness to
broader section of society on important forestry issues.
3. Continuing efforts for creating greater economic opportunities in the forestry sector
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including increasing financial investment in afforestation, conservation, efficient processing
and marketing of forest products and creation of jobs. '

4. Ensuring adequate investment in creating a large pool of technically trained manpower,
encouraging scientific research in the forestry sector including developing suitable models for
rehabilitation of degraded lands, improving soil and water conservation and higher
productivity.

5. Creating greater linkages with international conventions -UNFCCC, CBD & CCD, multilateral
financial institutions, CPF members for integrated action in the forestry sector.

6. Working for greater international cooperation including knowledge sharing, transfer of
technology, scientific capacity building,

7. Creation of Global Forest Fund for exclusively meeting the needs of forestry sector.

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa:

The Policy and measures under the Fl are comprehensive and include almost all the aspects
of SFM. Though some of the elements of the Forest Instrument (NLBI) are already included in
various programmes implemented under different forest related international conventions
and have contributed significantly in achieving the targets of CBD, UNFCCC and CCD, still
there is lot of scope for strengthening implementation of NLBI to accelerate achievement of
target for these conventions. REDD+ under UNFCCC is a specific forestry intervention to
enhance carbon sequestration through forest and trees, however, the progress is mainly on
preparedness and a lot of work is required on developing international architecture to
implement REDD+ effectively. Forests are very important storehouses for biodiversity and
the measures taken towards SFM will certainly lead to enhancement of biodiversity. Forests
are the most effective tools for combating desertification. The role of forests in maintaining
water cycle, drought mitigation, food security, risk mitigation of forest dependent people is

very important. Forest Instrument and forest related action in various international
conventions are thus mutually supportive.

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals:

There are strong linkages between GOFs and Sustainable Development. Long term
sustainability is not possible without sustainable management of forests. Forest Instrument
addresses all the forestry issues comprehensively. Forests are critical for food security, water
management, soil productivity, fisheries, maintaining longevity of dams by controlling soil
erosion & siltation, biomass for energy, recreation & cultural services, storing biodiversity,
supporting pollination etc. The products and services from forests are critical for society.
Significant progress on GOFs is necessary to ensure ecological & environmental balance.
Forestry, therefore, should be given adequate attention and support through cross sectoral
programmes and interventions. Forests can be viewed as a critical sector for creating jobs.

With growing population and resultant increase in demend for natural resources the focus
should be more directed to enhance natural capital.
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1

S tion D: .Th_e F.brulﬁ’s Secretaﬁat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

1 Adequate
D]  Inadequate
Not sure

Additional explanation:

The role & mandate of UNFF is already quite comprehensive and in the light of Rio+20,
ongoing review of international arrangement on forests and Post- 2015 UN Development
Agenda, it has further broadened. It is required to engage member countries and major
stakeholders on forestry issues. The Manpower and financial resources available with UNFF
are not sufficient to shoulder the enhanced responsibilty. There is urgent need of finding
ways and means to strengthen UNFF for enabling it to play its role effectively. Member

countries, CPF Members & Multilateral Institutions may be invited to support UNFF
Secretariat.

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively:

The current structure and available resources with the UNFF are highly inadequate to meet
the requirement of increased work. Following suggestions are made:

1. There is a need to increase manpower at the Forum Secretariat. The Member countries may
be invited to nominate their Representatives to the UNFF Secretariat on a fixed term basis to
carry out work in support of UNFF. This can be done on rotational basis.

2. CPF members and major groups can also be requested for nominating their representatives
to work for UNFF.

3. Considering the complexity and vast variations in forestry issues & challenges of different
regions, creation of regional level institutional mechanism for strengthening regional
cooperation in the forestry sector may be thought of which can be supported by CPF
members.

4. The financial resources with UNFF need to be augmented with contributions from willing
organizations and in this regard creation of appropriate mechanism may be considered.
5.Participation of private/corporate sector for supporting UNFF's activities may be
encouraged especially in scientific research & development, involving communities,
enhancing value of forest products and services, preparation of data base etc.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened:

There is a need for regular engagement of UNFF Secretariat with CPF Members to build on the
work already done and enhance collaboration for future programs. Following suggestions
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may be considered:

1. CPF members and major groups can be invited for nominating their representatives to
work for UNFF.

2. Considering the complexity and vast variations in forestry issues & challenges of different
regions, creation of regional level institutional mechanism for strengthening regional
cooperation in the forestry sector may be thought of which can be supported by CPF
members based on their core programmes. FAO's regional offices need to be strengthened
and supported by CPF members.

3. Every CPF member may take up specific thematic programmes to support UNFF in
implementing FI (NLBI) in a time bound manner.

4. CPF members may channelize contributions from willing organizations to support UNFF
and in this regard creation of appropriate mechanism may be considered.

5.CPF members may be encouraged to- support especially in scientific research &
development, involving- communities, enhancing value of forest products and services,
preparation of data base etc.
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‘ E CPF and CPF Mémb‘?‘"orgaﬁizations" PO

E.] Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception:

The organization led initiatives have been significant and reasonably successful in
implementing resolutions of UNFF. There has been good progress on forest policy, law and
governance. Also good initiatives have been made in assessing economic contribution of
forests. Action on REDD+ readiness is also progressing well despite pending methodological
and technical issues. However, there is still huge gap in action for holistically addressing
drivers of deforestation and forest degradation, improving forest based livelihoods, valuation
of non cash & ecological services from forests for correct reflection of contribution of forestry
sector in national economies. Each CPF Member, therefore, should play an important part in a
specific theme of forestry in its area of influence.

E.2 Please doscribe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the

UNEF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum:

FAO should continue to support UNFF and guide CPF members to have specific focal areas

and can enhance support on forestry programmes within their mandate. There is need for
greater and continued coopertaion among CPF members to reduce duplication of works and
greater resource mobilization on desired programme areas. Creating critical mass of technical
manpower to drive forestry programmes and building capacity of stakeholders should be
given high priority. World Bank, UNEP, GEF, UNDP can support funding of SEM through
REDD+ Programmes. CBD programmes can strengthen livelihood programmes in forests by
supporting biodiversity conservation and its sustained use, processing and value addition and
sharing of benefits out of trade of biodiversity products. Combating desertification, drought
proofing can create job opportunities in afforestation, soil & moisture conservation, forest
protection. GEF is already supporting SFM which can be further enhanced. UNFF with CPF

programme partners can enhance efforts in desirable and focussed programme areas and
avoid duplication of efforts.

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global

Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests:

Though the various global conventions where Forest have a Sharp focus, have yet not been
able to provide adequate technical and financial support to enhance the flow of various
ecological services, conservation & SFM. Hence, there is need to identify the gap and need to
flow of financing to forests from all resources.

Strengthening forest financing is critical for bringing new areas under forests/trees,
addressing forest degradation, protection of existing forests & implementing SFM. Arranging
adegate finance is a major area of concern for developing countries requiring augmenting
finance in the forestry sector in a systematic and sustained manner. Creation of Global Forest
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Fund on voluntary basis is a good idea, expected to help bringing together different agencies
working in the forest related sectors for coordinated action.

2. Private & corporate sector including international NGOs may be encouraged to invest in
forestry as part of responsible action with appropriate incentives considering expenditure on
forestry as an important development expenditure. Programmes of water, rural development,
agriculture, climate change mitigation & adaptation etc. should consider forestry an
important component in their overall strategies. '

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options:

As there are no simple solutions to develop forest financing options to meet SFM needs,
following suggestions may be looked into:

1.UNFF with FAO may coordinate international action on policy and governance and become
a nodal agency for monitoring comprehensive action on forestry under international
conventions.

2.Each CPF member/ Organization may adopt a special theme/ programme area for focussed
action and work comprehensively.

3. Specific forestry components under GEF & Multilateral Fmancxal Institutions

4.Building partnerships for involving Private/ Corporate Sector, foundations, NGOs,
Industries etc. to contribute in specific programme areas on livelihood improvement, capacity
building with appropriate incentives. CSR in forestry to be encouraged.

5. A component of forestry action to be made compulsory part of programmes in related
sectors like agriculture, rural development. Industrial develpment, poverty reduction
programmes, renewable energy , ecotourism, water, fisheries sectors etc.

6. Compensatory afforestation against diversion of forests must be ensured from the funding
support of user agencies.

7.Universities & scientific institutions to enhance work on R&D for better economic
opportunities in forestry sector.
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PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONFSIA
TO THE UNITED NATIONS
NEY YCORK

No. 96 /EC-301/1/14

The Permanent Mission of the Repubiic' of Indonesla to the United Natlons presents ils
compliments to ihe United Natiors Forum on Forests Secretariat and has the honor ‘o axtend

10 the latter a submission from ihe Government of the Republic of Indonesia on “he
International Arrangement of Forests (JAF).

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of indonesla to the United Natiuns avails itself of this

opportunity to the United! Nations Forum on Forests Secretaviat, the assurances cf ts highest
consideration,
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Officer-in-Charge

United Nations Forum an Forests Secratariat
Degpattment of Economic: and Social Affairs
‘NC2-2301, Two UN Plaza

New Yo'k 10017

325 East 38" Stveat, New York, NY 10016 - Tel.; (2*2) 072-8333 - Fax: (212) ¥/2.9780
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¥ormat for Sollciting Viesws and Froposals on. tha Tuiernational Airangement on Yovests {15 F)
July 2013

Pipiutcy { Organizetion: Ministry of Forelgn Affairs of the Republic uf Indonesia
Name of ofiicial submitting the views: Tafercy B. Soetikno (N ational Focal Point}

Address: Directovate of Economic, Development and Environmental Affairs
Gd. Fx BP7, Lt. 6, ]1, Taman Pejambon No.6 Jakarta Pusat 10110, Indanesia

Phone/Fax: +62 21 364 8626 Fax: +62 21 385 7315
B-auil: direktoratpelh@gmait.com

1A X

[0 A tegally sinding instrument op ail types of Jorosls
Styemgtheting of tha current [AF

Continuation cf the cnem JAF

Othor optiona (pluase deserioe) -

0 CEd

JRE o *

{doction B: Faeiariunee of the Uaited Nait5ns e o Bovests (CNET) vl Iprotebgoyinos 2900

5 20T = r-._,S_‘-.,-- P R R St TS T ARG ot 8 4
B.1 Please explain if you cansider the current UNFF structurs end its bienaial iessions as sufficiant %0 12le
Accessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidanes on ail issues related (o all types of forests and ¢t
all levels: ’

- The UNER stucture continues to face increasing challenges particular]y in view of the on
going debate on SDG's and yreater glonal interests on SFM. Biennial sessions is perceived o
26 moderately sufficient in addressing global challenges on forest issues and pruviding policy
alvice and guidance. However, if it deems necessary, [INFF may meet at an extraordivary
‘session to address particular pressing {ssues.
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B.4 Ulesse describe tho LANFE's performense und Jist ifa sey achievements in implemsmiing its principal |
functious, a9 stated in ECOSCC resolutions 2000435 and 20061494

~The UNFF has proven as an effeciive forum addressing issues ralaked to all types of forests.

Its presence has also heen widely known by the public. Thae NLBI and four glokal goals on

forests have been recognised as some of the UNFF key achivements. The Intarnational Year of

Torest kas also been instrumemtai in disseminating infonration and increasing public
awareness cn the impnrtance of forest for fture generations.

B.3 Please provide yous vicw oo the fituro options fos the ONFE:

~The future options of tha INFF will mainly depend on the polltical will ofall Goveraments.
The efactiveness and efficiency of the work of the UNK¢ saould be prioritized. The UNFI
should inerease its significant yoje on SFM policles at all levels.
The iraplementation of the non-legally binding instrument on all types of forest should glve:
4 positive contribution in maraging forest policy velated to the SFM at national, regicna),
and global levels.
The cutrent structuxe of INFF should be maintalied in the near Fatare, as it i s affective Ir,
providinga forcm for forest-related deliberation, both on tha substance and the involvemen':
of all stakehodlers. In the fumure, ihe UNFF should be mare active indevelopingand, |
collaborating parteerships with other UN rolated agancies and encourzge their involvement
im maior aclivitizs of the DHFE, lewever, itis necessary to avoid the duplication of activities |
of othey UN rclated agencizs, The UNKF activities shonld be complfiventary to other URN
agancias, :

o

B.4 Plese descite thz potaolal reles for UNFE in fmpiementing the UN pusi=20]5 development agends
and tho SDGs:

- A specific agenda on past 2015 development agenda wnd SDGs related ta Forest will
encourage internationzl initiatives vn various aspects of forests activities. In this regard, the !
UNFF should play its plvotal roles to pive iapuis to bath forums in addressing forests related
issugs on protection and sustainable forest management, environmenial sustainability, and
the zchievement of the Glubal Obfactives on Forests. UNFF shonld, within thei- capacity, piay
its parts in the discusefon of the UN post-2015 development agenda and the SDGs. The futura
bicnnial sessiens should be optimally used not only to Jefine all stake hclders contributior,

bt alsn ta regulacly roview the UNEF work on this issue. |

)
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B.5 Please deseribe the roin and impact of Comiry-Led laitintives and ad kac expert groups ta the work of
the UNFF:

_ £11 and AHEG Liave been playing important catiributions 1 the werk of UNT'F. The pature of
thess two mechanisms have proved to be effective n terms of technicat, exportise and budgct.
The igave CLl and AHEG as inlersessional activites should be focussed and oriented to
address crucial and difficalt issues on forest as well as to propose them for the deliberation
ia Lhe UNFF bienxial sessions, Similarly, Organization-Led mitative showld continue playing
an important role in providing coniribution to the future work of UNFF.

5 & Tlomss indloats Ty slioedve you consider the engngerett of majcr groups in the wark of the UNIT
and provide suggestions on their farther cogngement:

1- The major groups szonld continue playing their significant.role in the work of UNFF. In
order £ have effective engagament and important contribution, the major groups should be
given a sufficiont space in the work of UNFE.

A

D.7 iense <sploin the role and impact of the Iaterantional Yzar of Foresis and the internstional Day of
Foresis i1 promoting grealer awarencss avd strengthenivg political and public commitrent for forests:

. 1
E. The declaration of the international Year of Forests and the Intexnational |ay of Forests
should be compicmented by concrete activities “beyond a celebration”. it sheuld ke used not
enly to Increase pu'alic awarenass, but more importantly, become a key guidance on the caily ;
SFM practices, Gereral wend shows that forestry and forcst issues have not been given
engugh attention in Wrernatiooal und vational development agendas. in this context, UNFF !
shanld continue aclively developing approaches in disseminating Information aad increasingy :
publjc awaroness on thé importance of forests for future generations, In Indonesia, the Year
was -celebrated by a number of activitss that include among othars, "One billion trees
plaating” pregram that encourages people and cerpurations to contribule io environmentel
consevvalion, and the introducton of The Natonal Ferestry Planning 2011-2030, that aim t
develop SFM throwgh setting national taxget of land rehabilitation.

ox)

Stebui CTHE'N tistriement na- Al Typés o

odx B jEdive (GO e

iC'l Please jwdicate progress in the implmm.'.at'tou o.f;;the forest mslrumcut = I 1
Adesjuale

" [X]  Jradequite

3 1 Notuure

C.2 Please pronvide supgostions ot how fo improva grogress:
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- Improving progress on the implementation of forest instruments requires multifaceted

% actions ut all levels that fuctudes strengthening natonal laws and regulations in terms of
sanctions fur S§14 tllegal practices; a strong political will at all Governments' levels that pui
SEM as a high priority, sustainable and sufficient funding frmn both the international
community and local/dumestic budget; greater role of private sectors in bmplementing 57
principles; and Gavernment "rewards and punishments” for the implementation of SEM by
the private cactors. As for lndonesia, we have undertaken serlous efforts in putting in place
maadatory timber Jegalliy certification (lnown as SVLK) as part of our contiibution ta SFM as |
well as the implementation of various UNFZ resolutions, The certification is the Grst ofiis
¥ind and has been recognized in The Indenasia-EU FLEGT-Voluntary Parntership Agreement
sigited in September 2013,

C.3 Plonsc indicate progzesa In achiaving the GOFs:

’ Adequate Inadegiate Tiot sure
GOF); ] %4 il
GOF2: X Ll i
GOF3: : | {1 ]
GO¥Y: 1 < IJ

X
1C.4 Flease pravide sugpestions ot iuw 10 inyprove progress:

- Progress 'mpravement will oizinly dspend on hew Governments at all lavals translate their

\ commitments cn GOFs Inte their laws und pulivies. While it is closely relaied to €2, it is

{1 important to stress that nationat governments set their national quanliiied targets on certain

1 relatad objectives, lacluding percentage of their national budgets allocatest to S¥M as welf a3 |

imcreasing the livelihood of forest depemdent people. Simiarly, nternatioral financiel
nstitudens should also be able to provide adeguatt and sustalnable femiing.

.5 Pleaso cxplain how troplementation of 1he forest instrument has coatribu‘ed to the implementation cf
forest-related international convenrlons, and vice versa:

- The forest Instrument should be a complementary instrument it may guide decisions of
other Forest related imternaions! vouventions. UNFCCC, UNCBR and seme regicnal
conventions bave recoghizad the impurtance of fovests issues and trisd to link them with §
. GOV's. On the other haud, there remain numbers of chalicnges on 'mansmitting' the legally |
binding cecisions of farest-related laternational conventions into the work of UNFF. However, |
the spirtt of these legally binding decisions may be adopted in the UNFF future works,

I'C.6 Pleass describe haw (he farest inssrument ond the GOVy can combvibwie v the pest-2013 Ul
3 development agenda vod the Susteinable Development Goals:

- The torest instrument and the GOFs have bzcn the milestones declsions in the work of ths
l UNFF. Their long and exhaust.ve decision making process should b2 iflly considered as 2
| puidance in the broader work of the UN, particularly in the tormulation and implementation
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+ of the post-2015 Development ﬂxgenda and the SDGs. Existing and propobed puals 1e1at;mg to
i forests and tavzets nn poverly radnction, ecosystem restoration and sustainable agriculture
1]

1 vould ke aligned under 2 cross cutling issues SDG.

j’se&ii’&&,jjgfme Farum’s Secfetan:t"' e LT e =

D.} Pleasc fdicate i you consicer the st:uctun, Inm.ml umi ( um&ola] msowocs of th\. ccrl‘pac; Seerstarjat of
the UNF¥ adecusteto fulfil) its imandptes:

I Adequate

B4 Inndequate .
L] Notsure :

Additonzt explanation:

T2 Plense arovide suggestion(s} on strengthering the Secretariat of the Ferum to enable i w Tl iLs
‘Uncttons tmove effectivety:

- A stromger UNFF Secretariat is required fn urder to overcume pressing chailenges in regards |
to the implementation of SPM, SDGs and other forest related conventions. For this purpose,
Governmeuts should consider praoviding and increasing their non-earmarked budgets to the
work of the Secretariat. In addition, the increased number of Governments' saconded officers
{ into the Soerctariat sheuld he constdered. In jmproving the effictency cf its worly UNFY
i should develop lts engagement with actors from the non-forestry-saetor, such as stakeolders !
from industry, mining agriculture, public works and huraan settlernents,

D\3 Plozso provida suggestion(s) oa how Lhe ¥oyure Secretariat’s role, ss a CPF member and a8 CPY
yeuvtaial, should be sirengihened: Please ses D.2

s wy'amce‘rh{em"' ;

EJ Plensa "xplam the lmpacts a:!d suh'.chm.y of the programs amd actlons takan by (,P}‘ and (,I'F mcmte r
organizations in imple-senting resolulious and supporting the wiork of $INFF since ils itceptica:

- CFF 2nd CPF member vrganizatinns have been playing plvatal role in supporting the UNFEF
works and in the implentation of UNFF resolutions. With thefr unique expertise, they have
given positiye impacks ta the work of UNFT. .
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B2 Please describe liow Sie CPF and its ruewber orgmiantions can fusther comtributa to the work of the !
UNFF, and bow to ensure avaidability of necessary resources for its activities in suppart of the work of the
Pcrum

-1t 15 important to consider a greater invelvemert of experts from bropical forest countries tu
| provide more insights and effective contributions to the work of CPF arganizatinns.

i .F‘ Hhmnmﬂg ptllllﬁl '_"ﬁlifh‘a{egws

F 1 1’lm.se umwde- wews on hmmcmg options and strategjss, mcludmg uu, umn(w of A wolumm:,' Otota.
Farest Funid, & gonerate resvurces from all aoarees for sustainable mmagement o all types of forests ani
1 frees mutside fareata;

il' The creation of a velontary GFF should be seriously considered 2s psri of impertant

i shratagias in the fubure. The curreot financial structure is found to bo ineffective in taciding

| emerging Inancial difficulties (aced by majority of developing countries jn dealing witk (el
forest management.

U'F.2 Plesse supgest cororete stepy thet UNFF, CPF metnberd snd alher orgrnizatinong should underiake to
develep forest fnsaeing upticns:

M pn ey

- UNFE-11 is exnected to take decision o1 this wgent matter, including the strengthening of
‘ubliupl ivaie pernEl‘Shlp (ppp) and developing irovative financing menchanism.

VAR R A T e 2L
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MAFF

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

13 November, 2013

To. whom it may concern about Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on
Forests (IAF) in United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat,
CC: Mr. Hossein Moeini-Meybodi, Secretariat of UNFF

Ms. Thida Sam, Secretariat of UNFF

Dear Sir/Madam,

Japan welcomes the opportunity to submit our Views and Proposals on IAF to
UNFF Secretariat attached herewith as requested.

With best regards,

Yours sincerely,

%o Qo z
Satoshi AKAHORI % m‘\ ho v

Director of International For cstr‘y Cooperation Office,
Forestry Agency,
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Japan

1-2-1, kasumigaseki, chiyoda-ku, tokyo, 100-8950 JAPAN
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)

July 2013

Ministry / Organization: Government of Japan

Name of official submitting the views: Mr. HATTORI Koji (National forcal point of Japan)

Address: 1-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyodaku, Tokyo, 100-8952, JAPAN

Phone/Fax: +81 3 3591 8449(Phone)/+81 3 3593 9565(Fax)
E-mail: koji_hattori@nm.maff.go.jp

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A.1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the

IAF:

OO0

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) As legally binding
agreement(LBA) on forest, there is the
International Tropical Timber Agreement of
2006 equipped with funding mechanism as
means of implementation of SFM, and Forest
Europe has been negotiating to conclude an
LBA on forest in Europe, which will be agreed
at the extraordinary ministerial conference
this November. UNFF is expected to be the
interface for various activities of forest related
organizations including C&I processes, and
play a role as a platform for them. -

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,

and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at

all levels: As only one fourth member countries submit country reports and the secretariat of
UNFF is not making comprehensive analysis of those submitted reports, the current UNFF
structure cannot be considered as framework of providing policy advice and guidance.
Instead, current UNFF structure seems to be sufficient if UNFF plays a role as a platform to
assemble all multi-stakeholders such as member countries, international organizations and

Processecs, and so on.
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B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494: Adoption of Non-legally binding

instrument on all types of forests, and the Multi-Year Programme of Work

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: As answered in A.1 section, UNFF
should play a role as a platform to interface various international frameworks on forest such
as Collaborative Partnership on Forest (CPF) including ITTO and FAQ, and C&I process
through introducing and sharing information on projects implemented and outcomes
produced to improve access to information and funding for member countries and facilitate
networking each other as well as to activate their activities. Further UNFF reporting based on
NLBI should be streamlined to reduce country burden of reporting by using CFRQ which is
developed by collaboration of 6 C&I process and FAQ, itis highly recommended.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: UNFF should provide the platform for various forest related organizations such
as CPF member organizations and C&I processes, to discuss on the UN post-2015
development agenda and the new SDGs. UNFF is expected to form the consolidated opinions
among them and to input the opinions appropriately to the UN post-2015 agenda and SDGs
based on the discussion. In addition, UNFF should be responsible for their follow-up.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF: Member countries including Japan organized many activities to contribute to UNFF
discussions and resolutions, however complex and bureaucratic procedures to register them
as UNFF Country-led initiative (CLI) should be improved not to decrease countries'
motivation. We recognize that ad hoc expert groups (AHEG) discussed necessary themes
requested for each UNFF resolution and produced fruitful outcomes in each session,
meanwhile it is very sorry that the outcomes of AHEGs seem not to be taken into account
properly during UNFF sessions.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement: No comment.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests: For
the International Year of Forests (IYF), Japan hosted the kickoff event of IYF with attendance
of Director of UNFF Secretariat in Ishikawa prefecture. We also held various publicity
campaigns through newspapers, TV programs, forums, field events and so on to raise
awareness of people for promoting measures on Forest and Forestry Revitalization in Japan
and SFM worldwide, in collaboration with private sector as well as the National Movement on

Japan 3
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Fostering Beautiful Forests. Through the campaigns, we could enhance the people’s
awareness to the importance of forest for sustainable management, conservation, and
sustainable use. Japan recognizes that continuous campaign to raise people’s awareness in
Japanis important.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

[] Adequate
[0 Inadequate
X Notsure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:In view of the context that the discussions
and decisions made by UNFF have not accelerated the SFM of Member States, UNFF should
introduce and share the activities of CPF member organization such as ITTO and FAOQ, and
existing international organization related to forest such as C&I process, in order to improve
member countries’ accessibility to information and resources, and should take a role of a
platform to activate their activities by promoting the network of the organizations to each
other.

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: ] X ]
GOF2: [l X O
GOF3: ] ] X
GOF4: [l O X

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:Same as C.2

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa: It seems that if member countries implement
the forest instrument faithfully, it will contribute the implementation of forest-related
international conventions.
Developed countries seem to have no difficulties on implementing “V. National policy and
measures”, while developing countries might have difficulties on implementing “V. National
policy and measures” and developed countries which support developing countries, also have
difficulties on implementing “VI. International cooperation and means of implementation”.

“V. National policy and measures” of developing countries therefore, needs to be facilitated
by promoting international cooperation with the resolution of funding problem.
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C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOIs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: Realizing SFM by implementing the
forest instrument is important especially in accomplishing the GOF2 (reinforcement of
economic/social/environmental benefits arising from forest). In this regard, the potential of
the contribution of forest should be inputted to be considered in the discussions leading up to
post-2015 development agenda and SDGs.

Section D: The Forum?s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

K Adequate
[ Inadequate
[[] Notsure

Additional explanation: The current structure and resources both of human and finance will be
adequate to take roles described in B. 3, B. 4, C. 2, C. 4, especially one as a platform that UNFF
should play.

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively: Same as described in the answers B. 3, B. 4, C. 2, C. 4.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPI' member and as CPI
secretariat, should be strengthened: CPF was organized based on the ECOSOC resolution 200/35 to
support the work of UNFF, so a basis should be given to say that UNFF is a CPF member and
its secretariat.

The roles expected for UNFF are as described in B. 3, B. 4, C. 2, C. 4, and UNFF secretariat
should work effectively and efficiently to play those roles.

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPIF and CPI member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception: As the
discussions and decisions made by UNFF have not accelerated the SFM of Member States, it
seems that the CPF and its member organizations confuse in finding how to support UNFF
and activities related to discussions and decisions of UNFF. As for the implementation of
UNFF decisions, Japan does not think that CPF member organizations are making positive
efforts bearing in mind the UNFF decisions outside of UNFF session.
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E.2 Please describe how the CPI‘ and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNET, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum: In the first place, it is not appropriate to expect too much from the role of the CPF and
its member organizations. To maximize the contribution from the CPF and its member
organizations, clarification the short-term role of UNFF, identification the activities that are
indispensable but cannot be implemented by UNFF alone, discussion and decide how the CPF
and its member organizations can fulfill in these activities in each governing body, and asking
CPF and its member organization to report those result, they might work as a solution.

Section F: Financing options and strategies

I.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests: Several mechanisms that contribute to SFM such as ITTO, FCPF, UN-REDD
and GEF, are already existed. If a Global Forest Fund was established, contribution to the Fund
would cause reduction of the current QDA budget in forestry. This therefore, leads to
fragmentation of the financial resources and duplication of activity so that it is inefficient.
I'TTO which is facing the problem of the decrease in the voluntary contribution received
simultaneously projects and activities to be implemented in the recent years. Before
considering GFF, we need to analyze causes of this ITTO financial problems first and find a
new method of administration which could attract new donors including private sector. To
this end, it is essential for SFM implementation agency like ITTO to present the impact of its
result of activities and projects to the donor straightforwardly.

Itis also important for GEF to continue supporting in forestry sector.

I.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNEFL, CPI' members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options: As stated in F.1, it is very important that CPF member
organizations which have means of implementation for SFM with financial mechanisms,
establish and implement strategies for fund raising. The role that UNFF should play in finance
for SFM is described in B.3, C.2 and C.4.
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TR

Peruanent Misstow o TE HastewITe KINGDOM O JORDAN
Unerren Namions-New Yorg

E/10/1494

The Permanent Mission of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to the United
Nations presents its compliments to the United Nations Forum on Forests
Secretariat, and in reference to the latter’s letter No UNFF-13-L-HMM-219 dated
16 July 2013 regarding the invitation to participate at the First Facilitative Process
workshop on the International Arrangement on forests (IAF) that will be held in
Austria during 22-23 October 2013, the Mission has the honor to inform the
esteemed Secretariat of the nomination of Mr. Muhammad Aldaghesh to
participate at the above mentioned workshop (attached herewith is the format for
soliciting views and proposals on the International Arrangement on forests).

The Permanent Mission of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to the United
Nations avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the United Nations Forum on
Forests Secretariat the assurances of its highest consideration.

United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat
1 UN Plaza, DC1-1245

New York, NY 10017

Fax: 19173673186

Email: unffl@un.org
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization: Ministry of Agriculture

Name of official submitting the views: Muhammad Ahmed Ali Aldaghesh
Address: Amman-Jordan

Phone/Fax: 00962777582606/ 0096265337929

E-mail: ali.aldaghesh@yahoo.com

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A.1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAF:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) -

O DX

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels: Not sufficient, since the biennial sessions need to be longer.

B.2 Please describe the UNFEF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494: founding legal bodies to connect
various agencies in different countries interested in forests and facilitate the exchaange of
experience between different parts interested in forests.

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: UNFF should be constructed to have
a central organization with many smaller organizing offices on the international, regional and
national levels with regular sessions between countries delegates and other agencies
interested in forets.
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B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNEFL in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: Upon proper finance and institutional organization. UNFF should be capabable
of achieving objectives related to forestry properly.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF: They faciliatate the exchange of knowledge between different countries in issues
related to forestry.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNEF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement: The engagement of major groups in the work of
the UNFF is highly important, in order to incorporate wide sectors in planning and managing
forestry activities.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests:
These activities is highly important in raising the awarnessas well as political and public
commitment for forests.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (FForest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOIs)

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

] Adequate
[] Inadequate
[] Notsure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:Increase the awarness of the goals and
detailed activities prcticed to achieve these goals,

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: % O O
GOF2: 2 ] [l
GOF3: X [l O
GOF4: X ] ]

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa: Agencies responsible of organizing activities
related to forestry facilitate the communication between interested bodies in forestry. Which
in turn facilitate such activities and increase the awarness of agencies active in the field of
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forestry

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: They contribute in improving the
activities set to promote the forest worldwide which should mitigate the effects of
environmental changes and improve livelihood of rural communities.

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

[l Adequate

[l Inadequate
X  Not sure

Additional explanation: We don't have enough information on this issue.

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively: Beside a strong central office, several offices in member countries
should be founded to facilitate the activities related to forestry.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened: Beside political commitment, branches of the secretariat in
various countries should be founded and focal points of the member countries should be
assaigned.

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception: They
facilitate exchange of knowledge and experience between different countries.

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum: By creating good commnication between agencies interested in forestry and funding
agencies intereseted in improving forestry.
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Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests: Mechanism to fund the activities related to forestry is of major relevance to
improve the forestry sector.

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options: 1. Set goals according to priorities. 2. Create a continuous and
sustainable source of fund. 3. Good communication between funding agencies and institutions
interested in forestry. 4. Increase the awarness of the role of forests ; environmentally,
socially and economically.
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FORESTRY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (FDA)
WHEIN TOWN, MT. BARCLAY

P.0 BOX 10-3010 Tel #: +231-886769107
REPUBLIC OF LIEBRIA +231-777287355
Kfjohnson97@yahoo.com

Office of the Assistant Managing Director

REF: FDA/AMD/040/010-13

October 30, 2013

The United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat
Department of Economic and Social Affairs

Two United Nations Plaza, DC2-2300,

New York, NY 10017, USA

Dear Director General:

The Management of Forestry Development Authority (FDA) extends complement and wish to
officially send the the attached original copy of the completed format for Soliciting Views and
Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF) of the United Nations Forum on
Forests.

Kind regards

Sincerely yours

Acting Managing|Director
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization: Forestry Development Authority
Name of official submitting the views: Edward S. Kamara
Address: Forestry Development Authority

Phone/Fax: +231 886 823 646

E-mail: easkamara56@ymail.com

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A.1Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAF:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) -

O OO

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels:

The UNFF approach to ensuring that member counties and partners are involved in decisions
partaining to the core functions is a measure of success of the Forum.

B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494:

UNFF has emcouraged a continued policy development and dialogue among Governments,
international organizations, including major groups, as identified in Agenda 21. The UNFF is
also striving to bring together member countries and partners to address forest issues and
emerging areas of concern in a holistic, comprehensive and integrated manner,
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B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF:
The future options on the "Legally Binding Instrument on all types of Forest" for the UNFF is
one of the best solution for the future of Sustainable Forest Management in the world

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs:

Enhancing of cooperation and coordination on forest related policy amongst member
countries and partners. It is also development guiding tool for enhancing cooperation as well
as policy and programme coordination on forest related issues among relevant international
and regional organizations, institutions and instruments..

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF:

The Country-Led Initiative are important taking success story and lessons learned from the
implemetation of the Non-Legally Binding Instrument on all types of forests pilot project in
my county.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement:

The engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF is at an appreciable level. However,
the UNFF needs to provide adequate support to member states with vast forest cover and
even with those possessing less portion of forest cover.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests:

The International Year of Forests and International Day of Forests are providing an impact
through awareness and also encouraging the policy makers to understand the important of
forest in the national development agenda, improving livelihood opportunities of the forest
dwelling communities.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

B4 Adequate
[J Inadequate
[ Notsure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

The progress can be improved by constituting a trained SFM Team in each member state and
assign them with tasks that can be monitored, evaluated and reported upon on a quarterly or
biannual basis.
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C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOFI: O = L]
GOF2: O O
GOF3: = ] O
GOF4: ] 3 O

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

Eventhough there are legal and policy framework put in place to ensure sustainable forest
management and achieve Global Objectives on Forests, the financial support to the
implementation of these policies is slow from all levels. The provision of technical and
financial assistance is the best way possible.

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa:

. It has offered adequate education to many forest dwellers and strengthened collaborative
working relationship between indigenous people and the state on sustainable Forest
management and knowledge sharing.

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals:

The forest instrument and the GOFS can contribute to the post 2015 UN development through
the provision of sustainable alternative livelihoods, community empowerment through
community structure development and strengthening; constant sensitization, education and
awareness raising on sustainable Forest Management.

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

]  Adequate
X Inadequate
[0 Notsure

Additional explanation:

The funding provided for participants to attend some of the Forum workshops, seminars and
conferences is not adeguate to facilitate the traveling and it becomes difficult for participants
from countries in transitions to easily get access to fund to participate. . There is also need for
the UN Secretariat to include two (2) participants from each member states to be represented
at each call meeting. Meaning that one civil society organization personnel and one
government representative should be invited to sit within each meeting.
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D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively:

The member states and the financial groups should increase the budget of the UNFF
Secretariat to improve the coordination. Moreover, Civil society organization personnel
should be included to reflect equal and full representation of all groups (the state and
indigenous people).

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened:
Provision of tehnical and financial assistance to the Forum Secretariat.

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNEF since its inception:

It might not be sufficient enough due to the short falls in the working of the UNFF. CPF has
also helped to foster strong partnership between individual member organizations. In
addition, two or more organizations have joined together to explore common ground and
strengthen their impacts at the field level (Example: The UN-REDD Partnership);

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum:

Is to continue dialogue and sharing of information through meetings. To educate forest
dependents on the importance of promoting sustainable Forest Management, finding
sustainable alternative livelihoods and empowering them through setting aside community
forest for them to manage and own.

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest IFund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests:

Seek United Nation Security mandate to ensure that all member countries make a minimum
contribution from their national budget to the financing .

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPFF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options:
Continuous dialogue and meetings with member states through the UN mandate.
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REPOBLIKAN'| MADAGASIKARA
Fitiavana - Tanindrazane - Fandrosoana

le <
4‘56% Antananarivo,le 9 § 001 2013
@*{,@ '

Le Secrétaire Général

'

<
N°_vé>i/ 13/MEF/SG Madame Le Directeur du Secrétariat du FNUF
(Forum des Nations Unies sur les Foréts)

Objet : UNFF Intersessional Activities on the International Arrangement on Forests.
Format for solliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests

United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat July 2013.

Madame Le Directeur,

Dans le cadre des activités intersession de I'UNFF sur I’ Arrangement International sur les
Foréts, j"ai I’honneur de vous transmettre ci-joint en fichier attaché, le questionnaire rempli cité en objet.

Comptant sur votre collaboration

Veuillez croire, Madame Le Directeur, en I’expression de mes salutations distinguées.

s
{2fganiring 1141 DRIANARISC
Ingénieur des Fuux et Fordts

D.EA Sciences Agroforestiéres

BP : 3948 Rue Toto RADOLA- Antsahavola Antananarivo 101
Mail: <¢ @ mef o = website : hitp :// www.mef.gov.mg
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the international Arrangement
on Forests (IAF) July2013

Ministry / Organization: Ministry of Environment and Forests
Name of official submitting the views: RAHARIMANIRAKA Lydie Norohanta

Address: B.P 243 NANISANA 101 ANTANANARIVO MADAGASCAR
Phone/Fax: +261324009504

e-mail: Iyl maniraka@yahoo.fr

section Al kull optuonsior the IAFE

A.1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option
for the future of the IAF:

D A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
DX Strengthening of the current [AF
D Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe)

IAF has a crucial role at UNFF

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on I rests(UNFTF) and 1ts
processes since 2000, all the future options for UNFF

B.l Please explain 1f you consider the current UNFE structure and 1ts biannual sessions as
sufficient to take necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all
issues related to all types of forests and at all levels:

The UNFF structure has to be sufficient if the information at all types of forests and at
all levels are complete in its structure
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B.2 Please describe the UNFF's performance and list its key achievements in
imple/:mgeélr_lting its principal functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and
2006/49% -

The UNFF promotes the sustainable management of all types of forests, promotes the
implementation of internationally agreed actions on forests at global, regional levels,
provides the forum for continued policy development among Governments, international
organizations to foster a common understanding on sustainable forest management,
fosters international cooperation including North-north and public-private partnerships as
well as cross-sectorial cooperation at regional and global levels, enhances the
contribution of forests to the achievement of the internationally agreed development
goals as MDGs, the implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development,
assists countries to maintain and

Improve their forest resources.

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF:
The UNFF must maintain its position in regards of the United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development and the post 2015 UN development goals.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFEF in implementing the UN post-2015
development agenda and the SDGs:

The UNFF assess regularly the prorgress towards implementation of the non-legally
binding instrument on all types of forests and in particular the achievement of the four
global objectives on forests (GOFs).
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8.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in
the work of theUNFF:

Country-Led Initiative and ad’hoc expert groups give their expertise and their suggestions
to allow the work of the UNFF be facilitated in terms of scientific and technical arguments.

8.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of
the UNFF and provide suggestions on their further engagement:

The major groups share their point of view which aren’t always the ones of ad’hoc expert groups
because they consider social and cultural consideration for example.

8.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the
International Day of Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and
public commitment for forests:

The two events reinforce the importance of the commitment of all stakeholders including the
international community, the regional organizations and the national authorities.

Section C:Tlie Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests
(Forest Instrument) and tb.e four Global Objectives on ForestS (GOFs)

C. I Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

DX Adequate
D Inadequate
D Not sure
C.2 Please provide suggestionson how to improve progress:
All the sources of financing should be found to implement all these forest instrument and the four

GOFs. The sensitization must be improved in all countries in particular in the African countries,
developing countries.

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOFTI : X
GOFTI : X
GOF3 : X
GOF4 : X

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

Mobilisation and activities toward all actions in achieving the four GOFs should be achieved
in all types of forests
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C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the
implementation of forest-related international conventions, and vice versa:

As the implementation of the forest instrument takes place after an international consensus it has
contributed of forest related international convention.

C.6 Please descrj.l;le how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-
2015 UN development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals:
The goals are similar because all contribute to the post-2015 UN development agenda and SDGs.
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Section D: The Forum's Secretariat .

D.!Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact
Secretariat of the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

DX Adequate
D Inadequate
D Not sure
Additional explanation:
The expertise is there but the financial resources aren’t sufficient to achieve their mandate

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill
its functions more effectively:

The effectiveness of the IAF and the fulfillment of the road map are among the strength of the
Secretariat of UNFF

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat's role, as a CPF member and as
CPF secretariat,should be strengthened:

The role of facilitator needs to be reinforced as a CPF member and as CPF secretariat.

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.!Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF
member organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF

CPF and CPF member organizations should take other role which facilitate the work of the UNFF.

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work
of the UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the
work of the Forum:

The mandate of CPF and its member organizations are various and crucial also and it must need
more financial resources.

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.! Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary
Global Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all
types of forests and trees outside forests: 6
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Call for the creation of a landscape restoration fund at the national level based on an innovative
mechanism that would use taxes on transport , tourism and extractive industries as a source of
replenishment.

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should
undertake to develop forest financing options:
Facilitate the exchange of experiences in forest financing
Ensure long-term sustainability of forest financing at the national level, regional level
and further at international level
Be devised for integration and streamlining into national development plans and
strategies
Include the development of an enabling environment for the private sector.
Identify the macro level economic growth strategies and consider forestry as one of
the priority sectors of the economy
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HA 5613

The Permanent Mission of Malaysia to the United Nations presents its
compliments to the United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat (UNFFS) and with
reference to the latter's letters Ref: UNFF-13-L-HMM-219 (16 July 2013) and Ref:
UNFF-13-HMM-L-284 (25 October 2013), has the honour to submit herewith (as
attached) Malaysia's submission of views and proposals on the international
arrangement on forests (IAF) as requested by the eleventh bureau of the United Nations
Forum on Forests.

The Permanent Mission of Malaysia, further has the honour to inform UNFFS
that similar submission has been transmitted to the UNFFS via email on 5 December
2013.

The Permanent Mission of Malaysia to the United Nations avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat (UNFFS) the
assurances of its highest consideration.

New York, 5 December 2013

United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat (UNFFS) '
New York, NY 10017

SECURITY COUNCIL
for the term 2015-2016

CANDIDATE

to the

UNITED NATIONS
M
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July 2013
Ministry / Organization: MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT
Name of official submitting the views: MDM. WAN HASMAH WAN MOHD

Address: Biodiversity and Forestry Management Division, Ministry of Natural Resources
and Environment, Level 12, Wisma Sumber Asli, No. 25, Persiaran Perdana, Precint 4,
62574, Putrajaya, Malaysia.

Phone/Fax: +603-8886 1442
E-mail: +6038888 4504

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A.1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
1AF:

X] A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) -

0 Od

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels:

The current UNFF structure and the biennial sessions are sufficient to fulfill its' functions and
obligations. However, Malaysia would like to propose that the current mechanism and
activities should be strengthened to ensure that the objective of its establishment can be

achieved.

B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494:

Since its establishment , UNFF as the only dedicated global forum related to forests has shown
a moderate performance. The established AHEGs as mechanism to enable member states to
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give views is good and satisfactory even though it is sometimes difficult to come out with a
common position.

UNFF has recorded success in enhancing public awareness on forests through the
organisation of International Year of Forests (IYF} in 2011 and by declaring 21 March as
International Day of Forest.

On the overall achievement of Millennium Development Goals, the performance is partially
achieved (Goal 7: Ensure Environmental Sustainability). This is due to lack of direct supports
from UNFF to Member States especially on capacity building and financial. Member States
took their own initiatives to implement global objectives of forests which contributed to the
achievements MDGs. Even though some Member States received supports from CPFs, the
support is not sufficient to fully achieve the ultimate objectives.

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF:

Malaysia believes that there are only two options on the future of UNFF, legally binding or
continue with NLBI with a more strenghthened IAF.

If itis going to be a legally binding instrument, the action towards estalishment of a dedicated
global forest fund can easily be activated. Internally, UNFF should also initiate and come out
with an innovative funding mechanism to enable every Member State to acquire enough fund
to manage their forest resource sustainably.

A new look of UNFF should be established with a clearer Terms of Reference with a support of
strong funding mechanism to enable it to implement of any decided policy or objective. If it is
decided that the current IAF to be continued, all the initiative will remain voluntary and the
achievement of GOF will affected. The situation is going to be rather serious as a result of no
dedicated funding to achieve all GOFs. UNFF should strengthen the financing mechanism and
subsequently establish effective mechanism to distribute/disburse the allocation of funding
accordingly, to expediate the implementation of SFM. UNFF should also play significant roles
in mobilizing funds, including sourcing for potential donors to support the activities and
initiatives of SEM.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs:

UNFF should play important role in supporting all Member States in:

implementing SFM,

maintaining Forest health,

minimizing forest degradation,

improving biological diversity conservation,

dealing climate change issues, especially on roles of forests in mitigation and adaptation,
improving sosio economy & livelihood of local and forest dependent communities,
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- promoting potentials of forest good and services for future wealth creation, and
- enhancing forest ecosystem services and functions.

It is also proposed that all forest related issues has to be brought to the informal negotiation
by the Open Ended Working Group on SDG.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF:

AHEG should be more focus in determining issues. The identified issues has to be discussed
in detail and with the involvement of all representatives from all member states.

Whereas, CLI should be more consistent and focus in their role in the implementation of its’
activities, with sufficient financial assistance from UNFF Secretariat. It is also suggested that
CLI should be more focussed on matter related capacity building.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement:

It is proposed that UNFF should maintain and continue with the current engagement, but has
to enhance the involvement of trade group. The major group should also be more supportive
and action oriented on environmental conservation and in the implementation of SFM
initiatives. It is also proposed that the disabled groups be included in the engagement.

To ensure a more effective future engagement, it is necessary to facilitate an effective
communication to minimise lingual barrier, NGOs should consider and be responsible on the
national sovereignty rights and interest and major groups should be supportive and action
oriented on environmental conservation and SFM (initiatives.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests:

IYF has created a higher awareness at all levels including policy makers, corporate and
public. In addition the celebration of International Day of Forest on 21st March every year
has significant impacts on the awareness at all levels. These programmes should be
implemented continuously with the contribution and involvement of all parties including the
private or trade sectors.
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Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

[0 Adequate
[X] Inadequate
[CJ Notsure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

Financial, Technlogy know-how and capacity building need to be further improved. A more
proactive and committed role by CPF member is also required to support member states in
achieving global objectives of forest.

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: ] O O
GOF2: X O i)
GOF3: X 1 O
GOF4: I X [

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

GOF4 : Require more funding as implementing SFM is not cheap. The urgent need to establish
Global Forest Fund. Member States should also establish an effective mechanism to mobilize
external and internal financial assistance from all sources to support the implementation of
SFM

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related intermnational conventions, and vice versa:

Forests play an important role in the maintenance of climatic and environmental stability,
conservation of the invaluable biodiversity and in the supply of clean water resources in line
with efforts towards achieving the Global Objectives on Forests as well as the Millennium
Development Goals to ensure environmental sustainability. The Implementation of forest
related international conventions (eg: CBD, CITES, ITTA, and etc) support the
implementation of forest instrument.

Deliberations on new international arrangement on forest require further reflection on the
achievements of the current arrangement. Since its inception as international arrangement on
forest in 2000, the UNFF has been actively formulating and promoting various forest-related
policies and framework to achieve not only the global objectives on forest, but also
internationally agreed development goals. With the proliferation of various Multilateral
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Environmental Agreements (MEAs) which look into multi-disciplinary component of forest,
the cross-cutting issue of forestry have been deeply fragmented, with resources stretched and
countries burdened with various commitments and obligations.

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals:

There is a need to be a legally binding in order to monitor the implementation using
monitoring mechanism and to ensure a sufficient fund is made available. There is also a need
to formulate verifiers to assess the overall achievements of the SDGs.

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

[0 Adequate
X  Inadequate
[0 Notsure

Additional explanation: Insufficient enough especially in mobilizing forest fund and capacity
building.

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively:

1. Provide adequate and sustainable trust fund
2. Those servicing the Secretariat should be well represented to ensure concerns and welfare
of each region are addressed and considered.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened:

The current approach in providing support to member states appears to prioritize specific
agenda to fulfill objectives and goals of CPF Members. There is a need to streamlining of
priorities by the CPF in terms of programs and fund dissemination. This will encourage the
inclusion of more comprehensive range of disciplines of forestry. It is therefore, the
Secretariat has to work closely with other CPF members and to avoid duplication of works
and to create a smart partnership with them in maximizing available resources and benefits.
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Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception:

There is a need for the forum to identify and establish its niche which is not duplicative of the
work of other organizations. It is concerned that the proliferation of organizations will
necessitate further sharing of scarce resources and will divert focus away from key areas for
implementation. It is recognized that there is a need for a collective effort to avoid
fragmentation of resources and capacity in addressing forestry related issues.

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum:

To identify new area of collaboration for CPF and its member organizations (eg: establish new
network with G8 and G77+China, APEC, etc) and identify new sources of funding as a result
from the establishment of the networking. CPF members can also play important roles in
implementing project that involves a smaller group of member states with similar forest type
and sharing similar management problems. '

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests:

One of the pertinent issues in the implementation of sustainable forest management (SFM)
particularly in developing countries are insufficient financial resources and lack of
environmentally sound technologies. Due to the immense cost involved, it is believes that
financing of SFM cannot be discussed within the context of national boundaries alone. There
is an urgent need to mobilize increased, new and additional financial resources to enhance
capacity development and transfer of environmentally sound technologies to developing
countries in order to support efforts in implementing SFM that contribute to sustainable
development and poverty eradication. It is strongly supported that the proposal to establish
the voluntary Global Forest Fund (GFF) for SFM.

As for the future, international community should also consider the application of
International Green Premium, Green Taxes and REDD+ financial incentives to producer
countries to ensure good and sustainable management of their forest resources. Internally,
the mechanism such as PES, REDD+, Carbon offset, and etc should also be encouraged.
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F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options:

Create and establish innovative mechanism with the involvements of other sectors such as
transport, energy, oil & gas, agriculture, electronic, telecomunications, and other sectors to
work together in providing and sharing of financial resources.
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MINISTERE DE L’ENVIRONNEMENT REPUBLIQUE DU MALI
ET DE L’ASSAINISSEMENT Un Peuple — Un But — Une Foi
DIRECTION NATIONALE

DES EAUX ET FORETS

Bamako,le (5 OEC 2013

Le Directeur National des Eaux et Foréts
A
Madame la Secrétaire Générale du Forum des
Nations Unies sur les Foréts (UNFF)
New York — USA

_IMEA-DNEF

- -« -

Objet : Formulaire de Point de Vue sur I‘Anéngement International sur les Foréts

J'ai 'honneur de vous faire parvenir le formulaire cité en objet et rempli par nos
soins. Je vous signale qu'a I'avenir, il faudra songer a traduire le formulaire en
frangais pour nous faciliter son remplissage.

Tout en vous présentant nos excuses pour le léger retard accusé dans I'envoi, je
vous prie d’agréer Madame, I'expression de ma franche collaboration.
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F.1 Flease provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests: 1'établissement d'un fonds mondial volontaire pour les foréts permettrai
de mobiliser toutes les ressources de toutes les sources en faveur de la GDF de tous les types
de foréts et de definir des critéres d'aacés a ces fonds basés sur les différents valeurs des
foréts

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options: inviter les donateurs internationaux et bilateraux, les Etats
membres a fournir les soutiens financiers necessaire a la gestion durable de tous les types de
foréts,
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MisION PERMANENTE DE MEXICO

ONU00116

La Mision Permanente de México ante las Naciones Unidas saluda
atentamente al Secretariado del Foro de las Naciones Unidas sobre los Bosques y
tiene el honor de hacer referencia a los trabajos preparatorios de la proxima sesién
del Foro.

Al respecto y en seguimiento a la solicitud contenida en la comunicacion
UNFF-13-HMM-L-284 del 25 de octubre de 2013, esta Misién Permanente se
permite enviar el formato de solicitud de opiniébn y propuestas sobre el
funcionamiento y alcance del Acuerdo Internacional sobre los Bosques,
debidamente [lenado por la Comisién Nacional Forestal de México.

La Misién Permanente de México ante las Naciones Unidas aprovecha la

oportunidad para reiterar al Secretariado del Foro de las Naciones Unidas sobre
los Bosques, las seguridades de su més atenta y distinguida consideracion. %

Nueva York, a 13 de enero de 2014.

MISION PERMANENTE
DE MEXICO
\NTE LA ORGANIZACION
DELAS
NACIONES UNIDAS
MUEVAYORK, N. Y

Secretariado del Foro
de las Naciones Unidas
sobre los Bosques
Nueva York

Two United Nations Plaza, 28th Floor, New York, NY 10017
Tel: (212) 752.0220 Fax: (212) 752.0634 hittp://mision.sre.gob.mx/onu/
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013
Ministry / Organization: Secretaria de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (SEMARNAT)
Name of official submitting the views: ' ' : '
Address: ' ' ‘
Phone/Fax:

E-mail:

-A.l Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
TAF: . .

7] A legally binding instrument on ali types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAF
Other options (please describe) -

OO

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and fo provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels: En términos generales, se considera que si son sufucientes, aungue requieren
fortalecerse, con una mayor participacidon de los paises, principalmente, a través de una
mayor participacién en las diferentes actividades encaminadas a promover Ja adopcién e
implementacién del Instrumento. Se reconoce que la Asociacién de Colaboracién en materia
de Bosques ha sido muy relevante para brindar orientacién y asesoramiento a los pafses y al
Foro, asi como para promover la adopcién e implementacion del instrumento. El Foro, a
través de todos sus actores, ha tenido un relevante ro! en incrementar el reconocimiento de
los bosques y el sector forestal en los dmbitos de planeacién y politicas piblicas a nivel
nacional, principalmente, promoviendo y fortaleciendo la coordinacién interinstitucional e
intersectorial, la participacion de los sectores privado y de la sociedad civil, impulsando la
colaboracién internacional y creando sinergias entre iniciativas, instituciones y programas en
este mismo ambito. Se considera que uno de los retos mas relevantes que tiene el Foro,
vincuiado al financiamiento necesario para la implementacién del Instrumento, es establecer
las condiciones favorables para una mayor participacion privada y de la sociedad civil.
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B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in BCOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/49: Estos han sido los siguientes: (a)
incrementar la conciencia a todos lo niveles y sectores interesados, en la relevancia del sector
forestal y sus contribuciones tanto de tipo ambiental, como social y econoémica; {b) contribuir
a integrar el sector forestal a la planeacién nacional, a través de programas a mediano y largo
plazo, de cardcter estratégico y operativo; (¢} apoyar en el fortalecimiento de los procesos de
planeacidn, monitoreo y evaluacion de programas y programas a nivel nacional, asf como en
la revision peridédica del progreso en el cumplimiento de los objetivos globales de bosques;
(d)promover la colaboracién intersectorial y una participacién mas amplia y activa de los
diversos actores involucrados en la planeacion e implementacién de programas y proyectos
relativos al sector forestal; {e) promover, facilitar y fortalecer el didlogo entre los paises
miembro en el andlisis de temas emergentes, de interés regional y global en el sector forestal,
en diversos dmbitos (ambiental, social y econémico), as{ como también promover y fortalecer
la colaboracion interinstitucional a nivel internacional (Asociacién de Colaboracién en
materia de Bosques).

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: Si bien para algunos paises podria
ser deseable negociar una Convencién relativa a los bosques o al sector forestal, con el fin de
establecer compromisos y acciones vinculantes, es previsible que la negociacion de ésta sera
un proceso largo que podria desviar el esfuerzo de paises, instituciones y agencias de la
urgencia de realizar acciones en el sector. Sin duda habra gue fortalecer el trabajo del Foro se
promueva el desarrollo de uno o mds protocolos o programas, que trabajen de manera
sinérgica con las Convenciones de Rio y otros procesos multilaterales ambientales relevantes
al sector forestal, para cumplir con el logro de los Objetivos Forestales Mundiales {(GOFs) o de
el o los ODS que se establezcan relativos al bosque. Su labor como facilitador del dialogo
politico, el ensayo de acciones, opciones y enfoques para promover el manejo forestal
sustentable y el desarrollo de nuevas y adicionales fuentes de financiamiento, a través de la
colaboracién entre pafses y, especialmente, a través de la Asociacion de Colaboracién en
materia de Bosques, debe continuar impulsindose y mejorandose. Se considera que el
fomento de la colaboracién ha sido una de las acciones més relevantes y exitosas del Foro.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development-agenda
and the SDGs: El trabajo “del Foro ha sido relevante, pero se require continuar fortaleciendo su
labor para incrementar alin mas el reconocimiento del sector forestal para contribuir al
desarrollo social y econdémico de las comunidades y naciones y enfrentar los retos
ambientales globales, lo cual se vera reflejado en el establecimiento de los objetivos de
desarrolio sustentable (ODS) en ¢l periodo post-2015. En este sentido es necesaric que el
trabajo del Foro contintie brindando orientacién y asesoramiento en el procesc de la
determinacién de los ODS, asi como también para apoyar la implementacién de las acciones
necesarias para su cumplimiento y establecer las medidas {incluyendo los indicadores) mas
adecuadas para el seguimiento de los avances en el logro de los mismos. Serd necesario que
en el seno del Foro se proponga el desarrollo de un protocolo para dar cumplimiento a dichos
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0ODS, una vez que éstos se hayan determinado.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF: Ambos han contribuido a desarrollar e intensificar el didlogo enire paises,
organizaciones y grupos interesados en la biisqueda de soluciones y el desarrollo de politicas
forestales en varios niveles, contribuyendo a promover y fortalecer la colaboracién entre
éstos. Especialmente, su trabajo ha sido relevante en el andlisis de temas emergentes de
interés global, con el fin de brindar recomendaciones de politica y para la implementacién de
proyectos y programas a varios niveles. Su labor serd muy relevante en el anlisis de las
opciones para la determinacién de los ODS/SDG, asf como en el establecimiento de los
indicadores y procedimientos / metodologias méas adecuados para evaluar el progreso en su
cumplimiento.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement: En términos generales se considera que, si bien
se ha incrementado sustancialmente el involucramiento de grupos principales en el trabajo
de UNFF, éste todavia no ha sido tan efectivo o, al menos, existe poca evidencia para asegurar
que si lo haya sido.

En términos generales, los paises han avanzado en ia implementacién de procesos de consulta
e involucramiento de los grupos principales, con especial énfasis en las poblaciones indigenas,
la mujer y grupos marginados, en los procesos de planeacién e instrumentacion de politicas y
programas publicos. Sin embargo, esta actividad debe fortalecerse mediante la creacién de
capacidades de tales grupos, para que participen més eficazmente.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests:
Ambas celebraciones han sido importantes para ayudar a incrementar el posicionamiento de
los bosques para contribuir al bienestar general y al desarrollo social y econémico de las
comunidades locales y las naciones en general, ademds de destacar su importante
contribucion a la solucidn de problemas ambientales de indole global, como son el cambio
climatico, la pérdida de biodiversidad y la degradacién de tierras. Es conveniente que se
fortalezca la celebracién del Dfa Internacional de los Bosques, como una forma de
incrementar la atencion y voluntad de la sociedad en general y de los gobiernos a todos los
niveles, para dedicar mayor financiamiento en el largo plazo para llevar a cabo acciones de
manejo, conservacién y proteccion de los recursos forestales.

C.1 Please indicate progress in the impiementation of the forest instrument:

[ Adeguate
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L1 Inadequate
P! Not sure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:Es necesario establecer indicadores para
poder monitorear y evaluar el progreso en la implementacién del Instrumento Forestal y el
logro de los Objetivos Mundiales sobre Bosques, asi como establecer los procedimientos para
el reporte periddico de avances, los cuales deben ser compatibles con otros esfuerzos
similares, principalmente la Evaluacién de los Recursos Forestales Mundiales, con el fin de
evitar cargas adicionales de trabajo a los paises.

Por otra parte, es necesario desarrollar un programa global y subprogramas regionales para
fortalecer las capacidades de los pafses en la adopcién e implementacidn del Instrumento,
asegurando recursos financieros para su ejecucion; asimismo, se requiere fortalecery
promover una participacién mas activa del sector de la sociedad civil y e} sector privado para
desarrollar fuentes adicionales e innovadoras de financiamiento; se requiere también
desarrollar una estrategia de comunicacién mas agresiva dirigida a los tomadores de
decisiones sobre los aspectos clave del sector forestal que contribuyen al desarrollo social y
econdémico (economia verde) para incrementar su relevancia en las politicas publicas y se
otorguen mayores presupuestos a largo plazo.

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: 1 ] [
GOF2: ] ] X
GOF3: ] ] >
GOF4: I:l I ]

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:Se requiere incrementar la relevancia del
sector forestal para contribuir al desarrollo social y econdmico {economias verdes) y
enfrentar los retos ambientales a nivel global y local; se debe fortalecer la coordinacién
interinstitucional, especialmente con aguellos sectores que convergen en el &mbito rural y el
uso de los recursos naturales, promoviendo la adopcién de modelos de manejo a nivel de
paisaje o territorios, donde convivan, de manera armonizada el manejo, proteccion y
conservacion de los bosques y otros usos del suelo; determinar la contribucién econémica de
los bosques, a través de su manejo y conservacidn, para reducir Ja vulnerabilidad a los efectos
del cambio climatico y para el mantenimiento de los medios de vida de las poblaciones
locales, asi como los relativos a la provisién de bienes y servicios ambientales a la sociedad en
general, también es importante para asegurar una mayor voluntad politica y flujos de
financiamiento adecuados y sustentables. Al igual que el caso anterior, debe promoverse una
participaciéon mds activa de los sectores de la sociedad civil y privado para generar fuentes
innovadoras y adicionales de financiamiento para el manejo, conservacién y proteccién de los
recursos forestales.
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C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has coutributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa: En términos generales, esta contribucién se
refleja en un incremento del didlogo politico entre Ias naciones, organizaciones y sectores
relevantes para la bitsqueda de soluciones de los problemas que enfrentan las convenciones
de Rio (cambio climdtico, bicdiversidad y lucha contra la desertificacién); asimismo, ha
contribuido a fomentar la colaboracién a varios niveles y tipos con el propdsito de fortalecer
las acciones de construccion de capacidades y €] desarrollo de nuevos y adicionales flujos de
financiamiento. Se ha reconocido ampliamente la multi-funcionalidad de los bosques y sus
contribuciones para atender los aspectos relevantes de cada una de las convenciones, asi
como la posibilidad de crear acciones, programas y proyectos gue, de manera sinérgica,
atiendan a la vez problemadticas de las tres convenciones.

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrament and the GOFs can contribute f{o the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: En principio, los GOF y una evaluacién
del progreso en la consecucién de los mismos, serdn elementos fundamentales para orientar
la discusidon sobre el establecimiento del o los ODS relativos a les bosques y/o al sector
forestal. Los GOF reflejan el cardcter multifuncionai del sector, asi como el potencial para
contribuir al cumplimiento de objetivos no sélo de caricter ambiental, sino de tipo social
(equidad e inclusién, entre otros) y econémico (combate a la pobreza y seguridad alimentaria,
principalmente); asimismo, el proceso para reportar avances, tanto sobre la implementacién
del Instrumento como para el logro de los GOF, también seran muy relevantes para informar
y orientar sobre el establecimiento de indicadores y los mecanismos para dar seguimiento en
su avance.

D.1 Piease indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates;

1 Adequate
Il inadequate
P Not sure

Additional explanation: Hasta ahora, no se tiene conocimiento de una evaluacién de las funciones
del Secretariado y de las posibles necesidades de recursos humanos, materiales, técnicos o
financieros, asi como tampoco sobre su desempefio en términos del cumplimiento de su
mandato. Sin embargo, es previsible que exista insuficiencia de recursos en el Secretariado
{humanaos y financieros principalmente)} para el cumplimiento adecuado de las funciones y
mandato, debido a la diversidad de temas que convergen en ¢l sector forestal a nivel mundial;
de ahi la relevancia de la creacién de sinergias y de una mayor y mas fortalecida colaboracion
con las instituciones que integran la ACB/CPF.
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D.2 Please provide suggestion{s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively: Se considera que el Secretariado debe fortalecer su rol como
facilitador para la creacion de sinergias y alianzas estratégicas, con el apoyo de la Asociacién
de Colaboracién en materia de Bosques, para impulsar el intercambio de experiencias y
conocimientos que permitan incrementar las capacidades técnicas en los paises en desarrollo
principalmente, mejorar la planeacién nacional, promover el desarrolio de entornos
favorables para la inversion forestal y fortalecer la gobernanza a todos los niveles. Asimismeo,
se considera que debe fortalecer su rol para apoyar en el desarrollo de mecanismos de
financiamiento nuevos y adicionales en los paises miembro del Foro, asi como también en el
posicionamiento del sector forestal a nivel mundial y apoyar a que los paises miembro
también lo hagan a nivel nacional, para favorecer una mayor inversién ptblica en el sector
forestal y se fortalezca la coordinacidn interinstitucional e intersectorial.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Foraum Secretariat’s role, as a CPI member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened: El Secretariado del Foro tiene una funcién relevante para dar
seguimiento a las actividades de la ACB/CPF, la sistematizacién de sus resultados y, mas
importante aun, en la traduccién de los mismos en recomendaciones u orientaciones de
politica hacia los diferentes miembros del Foro, asi como también a los distintos actores
relevantes. Especialmente, se considera que la preparacién y transmisiéon de mensajes clave y
otros elementos de apoyo a la difusidon y comunicacion efectica, elaborados a partir del
resultado del trabajo de la ACB/CPF, que contribuyan a incrementar el reconocimiento del
sector entre los hacedores de politicas, es muy relevanteha y debe fortalecerse, especiaimente
en este momento donde se discuten los ODS/SDG. Asimismo, el Secretariado debe fortalecer
su acercamiento con los responsables de las politicas publicas en el sector forestal,
principalmente, para transmitir los mensajes clave, asi como la importante labor del Foro y
del Instrumento Forestal (NLBI).
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E.l Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPI and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception: Ante la
ausencia de indicadores, es complicado determinar cuél ha sido el impacto y suficiencia de las
accionesde la ACB/CPF, sin embargo puede afirmarse que ésta ha contribuido a intensificar el
didlogo a nivel internacional, asi como a apoyar en los esfuerzos del Foro para promover el
desarrollo de politicas nacionales, principalemente. Sin embargo, las organizaciones
integradas a la ACB/CPF tienen mandatos muy especificos establecidos por sus 6rganos
directivos y marcos de actuacién, ademds de que cuentan con presupuesto limitado y/o
etiquetado que les da poco margen de maniobra para atender satisfactoriamente a todas las
recomendaciones y resoluciones del Foro. Ante este hecho, especialmente para los casos de
las Convenciones, 1a FAQO o la OIMT, donde coinciden miembros del Foro, es conveniente que
éstos brinden orientaciones para el disefio e implementacién de planes que consideren
acciones convergentes y/o complementarias con las resoluciones y recomendaciones del
Foro.

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the

Forum: Siendo el Foro un espacio dedicado al analisis y didlogo de los temas relevantes al
sector, la labor de Ja ACB/CPF es muy importante para brindar elementos para la orientacién
de las discusiones, con base en el resultado de sus respectivos trabajos, asf como en la
blisqueda de opciones para atender ciertas problematicas o temas en especifico. La
orientacién y sugerencia sobre las opciones de politicas y programas en el sector forestal, a
partir del conocimiento, experiencias y lecciones aprendidas resultantes de la
implementacién de proyectos, a cualquier nivel, serdan siempre de gran utilidad en este
propésito. Sobre la forma en que pueden asegurarse los recursos para llevar a cabo las
acciones, desafortunadamente no parece haber mas opciones que recurrir a las
contribuciones voluntarias, de! mayor ndmero de fuentes posibles, ya sean gobiernos,
fundaciones, fondos ambientales, etc.

I.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Globat
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests: En virtud de que el financiamiento disponible atiende parcialmente las
necesidades para promover el manejo forestal sustentable y la implementacién del
Instrumento Juridicamente No Vinculante, no es de extrafiarse que continde la discusioén
sobre la creacidén de un nuevo mecanismo financiero voluntario global para promover el
manejo forestal sustentable para incrementar la disponibilidad de recursos financieros de
una forma sistematica y predecible; se considera que es poco probable que un solo
instrumento 0 mecanismo de financiamiento sea suficiente para satisfacer completamente las
necesidades para promover el manejo forestal sustentable y la implementacion del
Instrumento.
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F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options: Debido a la naturaleza de los distintos instrumentos o
mecanismos de financiamiento, es comin que el tema de bosques constituya una de las
potenciales ventanas de financiamiento, siendo poco probable que los diversos aspectos
relacionados con el manejo forestal sustentable puedan ser financiados completamente por
uno sélo de tales instrumentos o mecanismos, por 1o que es importante impulsar la sinergia
entre aquéllos mecanismos de financiamiento orientados a enfrentar el cambio climatico, la
conservacion de la biodiversidad y la lucha contra la degradacién de la tierra, principaimente,
para contar con el financiamiento suficiente para implementar efectivamente el manejo
forestal sustentable. Asimismo, es importante explorar el potencial del sector privado,
especialmente en los casos donde se involucre la produccién de bienes forestales, asf como de
la sociedad civil, en el caso de los servicios ecosistémicos y la conservacién principalmente.
para desarrollar adicionales y nuevas fuentes de financiamiento. Por otra parte, se requiere
que los pafses se fortalezcan en sus capacidades para incorporar €l valor y contribucién de los
bosques y el sector forestal en las cuentas nacionales, a fin de incrementar el financiamiento
publico.
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PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
TO THE UNITED NATIONS, NEW YORK

TEL:744-1271,FAX:744-1290 10 EAST 77 th STREET
E-MAIL: MYANMARMISSION@VERIZON.NET NEW YORK, N.Y. 10075

No. 12/03 16 30

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar to the United
Nations presents its compliments to the United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat and with
reference to the latter's note no.UNFF-13-HMM-1-284 dated 25 October 2013 and UNFF-13-L-
HMM-219 dated 16 July 2013, requesting to submit the views and proposals of Member
States on the international arrangement on forests (JAF), has the honour to enclose herewith
the views and proposals of Myanmar on IAF,

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar to the United
Nations avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretariat of the United Nations
Forum on Forests Secretariat the assurances of its highest considerations.

New York, 8 January 2014

The United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat
Department of Economic and Social Affairs,
United Nations, New York

Fax: 917 367 3186
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Ministry for Primary Industries
Manatl Ahu Matua

5 December 2013
Dear Sir/Madam

Please find attached New Zealand’s submission to the UNFF on the International Arrangement on Forests as

requested by the Secretariat in July 2013. Our sincere apologies that we did not quite meet the deadline of 30
November.

Regards

7

Chris Carson
Director
Ministry for Primary Industries, New Zealand

International

Policy

. : Pastoral House, 25 The Terrace, PO Box 2528
Growing and Protecting New Zealand Wellington 6140, New Zealand
EE—— e — Telephone: 0800 00 83 33, Facsimile: +64-4-894 0300

www.mpi.govt.nz
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New Zealand Submission to the UNFF on the International Arrangement on Forests
(30 November 2013)

New Zealand welcomes the invitation to provide views to the UNFF as part of the UNFF’s
contribution to the review of the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF). We see the
review of the IAF, during intersessional processes and at the UNFF meeting in 2015, as an
important opportunity to provide feedback on achievements to date and to guide
international forest governance in a more consistent and effective direction that allows for
achievement of the four global forestry objectives.

Responses to the questions posed by the UNFF Secretariat

The IAF
(A. 1) Please select and explain preferred option for the IAF:

- A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
- Strengthening the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options

In our view the International Arrangement on Forests should enable co-ordinated action and
governance at international, regional and national levels, encourage consistency in the
continuing refinement, understanding and application of Sustainable Forest Management,
and encourage efficiency by avoiding unnecessary duplication of efforts.

While we remain open to discussion on a possible legally binding instrument we also
consider this a step member countries may be cautious about given past difficulties and
previous attempts at negotiation. We think that before choosing this option we should
consider carefully what a legally binding instrument for forests will provide over and above
current best practice. We are also conscious of the investment of time and resources
required for such a negotiation, and that once completed ratification takes even more time.

At this stage New Zealand does not have a preference for one option over any other. We
prefer to wait until the appointed consultants have undertaken their work so as to have
credible and solid information on which to base any preference. We are also conscious that
the development of the proposed Sustainable Development Goals and the post-2015
development agenda will have a bearing on which option is preferable for the future of
forests. We are also interested in a discussion about the inter-linkages and relationship
between any future intemational forestry regime and the REDD+ mechanisms that have
been established in the UNFCCC.
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160



E/CN.18/AEG/2014/INF/1

The UNFF

(B. 1) Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as
sufficient to take necessary actions and to provide advice and guidance on all issues related
fo all types of forests and at all levels:

We consider that the biennial sessions of the forum, combined with intersessional activities
like ad-hoc expert groups, have provided a practical timeframe for UNFF meetings to date.
We think the structure of the UNFF and its role providing policy advice can be improved, and
there are opportunities to learn (without duplicating efforts) from the way in which other
international environmental organisations are structured and have gone about their
business.

Overall, we find that development of policy advice in the UNFF is divorced from the practical
realities of sustainable forest management on the ground.  For example, currently there is
little scientific or technical input into policy advice developed by the UNFF. And while major
groups attend the UNFF and have a chance to speak and interact with delegates, their
insights and advice stand outside the deliberations of the working groups. Nor is there much
sense of how the concerns of either different regions or different forest types impact on the
nature of the policy advice that is produced.

The operation of the UNFF sessions could be improved by providing draft decisions on key
recommendations prior to meetings to enable delegates to move ahead on more effectively
oh resolving key issues in the sessions.

We would recommend that agenda items, such as the multi-stakeholder dialogue (see
further comment on the role of Major Groups), be given stronger emphasis and allocated
more time in the sessions.

(B.2) Please describe the UNFF’s petformance and list its key achievements in
implementing its principal functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/49:

While the UNFF has undertaken a multi-year programme of work since the non-legally
binding instrument on forests was agreed, we find it very difficult to isolate out the key
achievements of the UNFF in relation to the principal functions stated in ECOSOC
resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/49. |n part this is due to the fragmented nature of
international forestry governance — such that it is hard to ascribe particular outcomes to the
actions of one organisation. We are aware of the extensive work that the UNFF has done in
promoting forestry during the International Year of Forests and the work that it has
undertaken (in conjunction with the FAO) on running pilot implementation projects on the
non-legally binding agreement in some countries. Butit is also clear that there are
significant contributions to these outcomes from activities in relation to REDD-readiness in
the climate change arena, and country level and regional level projects through the ITTO
and FAO.

(B.3) Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF:
As noted above in our answer to question A1, New Zealand does not have a preference for

any of the options proposed for the IAF and would prefer to wait until the appointed
consultants have undertaken their work so as to have credible and solid information on
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which to base any preference. Obviously the choice of preferred option for the IAF will have
an impact and bearing on future options for the UNFF. That said, we consider that a priority
for any future govermance body is that it will be structured to effectively fulfil the objectives
set for it.

(B.4) Please desctibe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015
development agenda and the SDGs:

The precise nature of the UN post-2015 development agenda and SDGs is yet to be
decided, and given we do not know how forests will be reflected in these development goals
we find it difficult to recommend a specific role for the UNFF in the process at this stage. The
current mandate of the UNFF is to give forest policy advice. In that sense, it has a mandate
(along with other international entities with responsibility for forests through the CPF) to
provide advice on both the suitability and feasibility of a specific sustainable development
goal for forests, and once the SDGs are agreed, providing advice on the key policy
implications for global forest objectives in the post-2015 development agenda. Irrespective of
how forests and forestry are dealt with in the SDGs we would see a key future role for the
UNFF as the global forum for dialogue and direction on how forests and forestry continue to
be integrated as a part of international development agendas.

(B.5) Please desctibe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expeit
groups in the work of the UNFF:

We would firstly note that country led initiatives (CLI) and ad hoc expert groups (AHEG)
have very different functions and roles in the context of the UNFF, and they should not be
conflated together.

We consider CLIs a useful mechanism for the UNFF particularly in the context of the
operational and financial difficulties that the UNFF has faced. They have allowed
discussions on particular issues or topics to be advanced. The resulting papers/conclusions
have provided useful insights. We are conscious that CLIs are a form of earmarked funding
for particular projects and that this means that the most urgent or important issues are not
necessarily addressed. Given the importance of the CLIs to advance work in the face of
limited resources, we do have some concems that the UNFFQ guidelines on CLIs have had
a dampening effect.

Ad hoc expert groups (AHEG) have been well utilised in the UNFF to deal with the more
difficult issues and to allow for more in-depth and robust discussion of these issues. New
Zealand has actively participated in the AHEG on forest financing over recent years and will
participate in the AHEG on the review of the IAF. They provide useful in-depth information
(including through the contributions from NGOs, consultants and other interest and
community organisations) and the reports produced are generally of high quality. If there is
a weakness in the AHEG process it is that the work and the outputs of these AHEGs and the
discussions they generate have not necessarily been effectively brought back into the UNFF
session debates.
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(B.6) Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the
work of the UNFF and provide suggestions in their further engagement:

We consider the involvement of major groups an important part of the UNFF. New Zealand
is concerned by the declining interest from some of the major groups in the work of the
UNFF over a period of time, particularly the private sector. This was particularly noticeable
at the last UNFF, where the theme was economic development. Major groups can play a
key role and represent perspectives of important parts of society; therefore they should be
encouraged to engage effectively with other UNFF members on forest issues. It would be
useful to ascertain from the groups themselves the reasons they are not attending and
related to that, what impact they believe their engagement has.

Consideration also needs to be given to how input by major groups and stakeholders is
integrated into the UNFF sessions. For example, the panel discussion held at the last UNFF
did not draw a large audience and came across as a side event rather than a serious input
that would inform policy development.

(B.7) Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the
International Day of Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening the political
and public commitment for forests:

The activities promoting forests for the International Year of Forests were useful in raising
awareness about the importance of forests. It is difficult for New Zealand to assess the
actual impact particularly in terms of either political or public commitment for forests. We
have not seen any evaluation of the activities undertaken during the Intemational Year of
Forests and thus any evidence based assessment of the effect that these activities have.
We are aware of the incidental reporting from individual countries that they found the
activities helpful. Our perception is that the International Year of Forests has not made
much difference to the how forests and their importance (or not) are considered within the
UN system compared to other sectors or other issues. Going forward, we would emphasise
the need to find ways to enduring political/public commitment for forests.

The NLBI and the GOFs

(C. 1) Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument — adequate,
inadeqguate or not sure.

Itis unclear to New Zealand precisely how far we have come in implementing the forest
instrument in its entirety either globally or nationally.

It would have been useful to have a more comprehensive analysis of the implementation of
the NLBI at the global level in the papers of the last UNFF session, which summed up the
country reports, but did not give a picture of whether the forest instrument is being
implemented well overall or where there are gaps generally.

(C.2) Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

No comment.

New Zealand 5

163



E/CN.18/AEG/2014/INF/1

(C.3) Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs — adequate, inadequate or not sure.

On the basis of other information, most notably the work of the FAO on the global forest
resource assessment and material supplied by C&l processes, it would appear that we are
making some progress towards achieving the Global Objectives on Forests contained in the
forest instrument but not enough and certainly not enough given some of the challenges that
are facing forests into the future.

(C.4) Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

Achieving greater progress towards the Global Objectives on Forests has been the source of
much discussion and debate at not just the UNFF but also at other intemational forestry
meetings. We have available a wealth of decisions emanating from these bodies and a
reasonable sense of what is necessary — land tenure reform and certainty, levelling the
playing field in terms of economic incentives for different types of land use, eliminating illegal
logging etc. And yet the evidence would suggest that we are either not making progress, or
not making progress fast enough. Itis one of the issues that needs to be considered as part
of the independent evaluation of the |IAF and underpins the discussion about the utility of a
legally binding instrument for forests.

(C.5) Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the
implementation of forest-related international conventions, and vice versa:

We are unable to provide this assessment. The overlapping and fragmented nature of the
international forestry regime makes it difficult to isolate the implementation of the forest
instrument from the implementation of other forest-related international conventions. For
New Zealand, all of these instruments are consistent with current domestic policy settings for
forests and forest related activities.

(C.6) Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-
2015 UN development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals:

We think that making progress in sustainable management of forests will remain an
important part of sustainable development efforts regardless of what is agreed for the SDGs
and in post-2015 development agenda.

As noted under question B.4 the precise nature of the post-2015 development agenda is still
under discussion. However given the importance of forests, their role in cross-sectoral
approaches and contribution to development efforts more generally (for example including
for food security, sustainable development, poverty reduction, climate change
mitigationfadaptation), the principles and goals set out in the NLBI will continue to be highly
relevant to the future direction of sustainable development
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The UNFF Secretariat

(D. 1) Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the
compact Secretariat of the UNFF adequate to fulfil its mandates — adequate, inadequate or
not sure.

New Zealand considers that the financial and human resources of the Secretariat appear to
be inadequate for it to carry out much of the work requested, including funds which may be
required to support the inter-sessional work of the forum.

We would also note that Members have not had the benefit of detailed reports on the
function and resources of the UNFF Secretariat during UNFF sessions despite requests for
these reports. It has been therefore difficult for delegates to the UNFF (as opposed to New
York based country representatives) to have a discussion on the resourcing of the
Secretariat. Providing such reports to the forum, for example during inter-sessional times,
would be useful to help member countries better understand key actions or constraints in the
activities undertaken and make well informed decisions on the future needs of the UNFF
Secretariat. In other organisations such as, for example, the ITTO there is a Committee on
Finance and Administration that provides such oversight and allows for a conversation about
priorities.

(D.2) Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it
to fulfill its functions more effectively:

The need for future resourcing and strengthening of the UNFF Secretariat will likely be
determined by the outcome of the review of the IAF over the next two years, and options for
the future of the UNFF post-2015. Until we have a better indication of the direction for the
UNFF as a result of this process and therefore the scope of the Secretariat’'s functions in the
future, it is difficult to comment in great detail on how it can be strengthened.

As noted above, improved transparency and reporting of the budgeting and work planning
processes of a future Secretariat, including allocation of trust fund resources will be an
important component.

(D.3) Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member
and as CPF secretariat, should be strengthened:

As noted above under D.1, more frequent and detailed reports on the role of the Secretariat,
including in the running of the CPF, would be valuable. At this point we are not clear on the
practical function of the UNFF Secretariat within the CPF, the exact activities undertaken in
this capacity or resources allocated to certain activities. There is usually a report back of
CPF activities at UNFF sessions and we are aware that the summary minutes of the CPF
meetings are available on the CPF website (but are not notified to countries as such).
However, this has not provided much insight. The actions of the CPF and its discussion can
best be described as opaque.
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The CPF and members

(E. 1) Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF
and CPF member organizations in implementing resolutions and suppoiting the work of the
UNFF since its inception:

Itis not possible to respond to this question. As noted in D.3, what little reporting is available
does not provide much insight. The slightly different mandates and priorities of each of the
CPF members combined with the general lack of funding for forestry activities, would
suggest that the CPF has had very little impact on supporting the work of the UNFF since its
inception.

(E.2) Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can fuirther contribute to
the work of the UNFF, and how to ensurte availability of necessary resouices for its activities
in suppoit of the work of the Forum:

The idea of a collaborative partnership of all international organisations involved in forestry
issues is a practical and sensible response to what is currently a fragmented intemational
regime.

New Zealand has ho comments to make at this time on how the CPF and its member
organisations can further contribute to the work of the UNFF. The review on the
international arrangement on forests has a mandate to discuss this matter. Obviously the
choice of preferred option for the IAF will have an impact and bearing on the future and
operations of the CPF.

Financing options and strategies

(F.1) Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a
voluntary Global Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable
management of all types of forests and trees outside forests:

We acknowledge that there are currently gaps in financing for sustainable forest
management, and the need for financial resources for implementation of SFM.

We do not support the creation of a voluntary global forest fund under the UNFF. This has
been a strongly debated issue. Among other reasons, the UNFF is currently a non-legally
binding policy agency and not set up for implementing a fund.

We maintain the view that financing forests under one fund or convention has not been
feasible in the past - and there is nothing to suggest that a single fund would be any easier
to create and sustain now at the intemational scale, especially given the constraints caused
by a difficult global financial situation.

We consider that finding an effective means of boosting funding for SFM and implementing
the NLBI will not be easy. “Corralling” forests under one fund or convention has always

been elusive and we do not consider that a single fund would offer a simpler or more
accessible source for the complex demands of SFM.
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In our view the following consistent findings from ad-hoc expert group meetings are vital
considerations in the discussion of a way forward for forest financing:

. more funding is required to implement SFM globally;

. there are a number of ways the policies agreed to by the UNFF can and have been
funded and implemented by organisations and countries in the past;

. the main way SFM implementation has been financed to date has been via a “portfolio
approach” i.e. a range of programmes and projects operated by CPF partners,
overseas development assistance programmes, bilateral programmes other than ODA,
and investment;

The future success of funding SFM will rely strongly on how well SFM concepts become a
mainstream element of economic and political development and of community appreciation
and thereby attract funds

(F.2) Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations
should undertake to develop financing options:

As noted there is ho simple solution to funding. We consider that the dialogue at the UNFF
ad hoc expert group meetings on forest finance generated very good progress in
understanding how funding pathways could be sustained and enhanced. We emphasise
that a single fund will not assist in enhancing and refining the funding pathways.

These discussions showed that the value of dialogue among key players in the various steps
in funding SFM. These include recipients, donors, bankers, fund administrators and country
institutions. We would strongly favour a continuation dialogue among these to identify and
resolve the structural, political and technical issues that hamper the mobilisation of both
existing and new funding for SFM.
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Niamey, le 0 2 DEC."

-

REPUBLIQUE DU NIGER

MINISTERE DE L'ENVIRONNEMENT, DE LA SALUBRITE
URBAINE ET DU DEVELOPPEMENT DURABLE

DIRECTION GENERALE DE L'ENVIRONNEMENT
ET DES EAUX ET FORETS

LE DIRECTEUR GENERAL

-

N° /MESU/DD/SG/DGE/EFDAFRRT A

Madame la  Directrice du
Secrétariat du Forum des Nations
Unies sur les Foréts

Objet : Avis et propositions sur |” Arrangement
International sur les Foréts

Madame la Directrice,

J’ai I'honneur de vous faire parvenir ci-joint, le document portant avis et
propositions du Niger sur |’ Arrangement International sur les Foréts.

En vous souhaitant bonne réception, je vous prie de bien vouloir agréer mes
salutations distinguées.

(077N :
RSO o =
MADCOC .m‘«ﬁt D]

Ampliation
CAB/ME/SU/DD ............1 a.t.e
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization: ministry of Environment, Urban Sanitation and Sustainable
Development

Name of official submitting the views: HAMADOU MAMOUDOU
Address: General Director of Environment Water and Forestry
Phone/Fax: Tél: (227) 2072 37 55

E-mail: tinniZ013@yahoo.com; dgeef@intnet.ne

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A.1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAF:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) -

(1 OO

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels: the current UNFF have to be reviewed so that the Forum Secretariat should have
Regional representations in a way that it can better influence and provide orientation at
different level of decision making.

The biennial session's of the Forum may be sufficient at a point, but it's may be
complemented by Regional Sessions in the image of the forestry and wildlife Regional
Commission of the FAQ. Also to include in the biennial session the Ministries Segments for
larger information for political decisions makers

B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494: The implimentation of the
Facilitative Process of sustanable forest management financing have strenghtening the
visibility of the Forum in many countries. Also the studies carried out have shown the
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differencies and disparities at regional level in term of financial access. The formulation of
the Strategy for financing the Sustaniable Forests Managements in Low Forest Cover
Countries and Small Island Developping States have also great importance for these
countries.

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: For the future, there is a need for a
Legally Binding Instrument integrating all types of forests, with a Forest Fund open and
accessible to all types of forest. The establishment of a dedicated fund for forests will reduce
the fragmentation and dispersal of funds for forests at all levels

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: The Forum could advocate for the definition of a specific objective for Forests
and trees among the objectives of Sustainable Development.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF: The ad hoc expert groups offerts members States the opportunity for deeping their
thinking; and the discussions on differrents subjectsareas allow the Forum to put toghether
differrent profils for greater achivement.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement:

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests:

International Year of Forests and the International Day of Forests can contribute to increase
the awareness and commitment of stakeholders, including policy makers by organizing
information sessions and awareness { media Conferences , day of parliamentary information ,
.J . For example, in Niger, as part of the festivities marking the International Year of Forests,
a conference debate was held August 3, 2011 on the contribution of forest ecosystems to food
security . The conference was attended by three Ministers , researchers, academics and civil
socity particular

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

[]  Adequate
Xl  Inadequate
[] Not sure

Niger
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C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress: (i) improve the financial access of
disponible fund for all countries (ii)Jreduction of the scattering of the sustaiable management.
of forest funds (iii) ceate a nother specific account for forests at the GEF(iv) continue the
sensitization and creating awareness for stakaholders in particular political actors in the
importances of trees and Forests, {v) help countries in the elaboration of theirs own national
strategies on sustainable Forests management. and forest financing,(vi) Define a specific
objective for the forests in relation to the post 2015 objectifs for sustainable development.
(vii) increase the transectorial collaborations.

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: L] X L]
GOF2: [ X L]
GOF3: O] (]
GOF4: L] = []

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:see above

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa:

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: Through efficient and active
participation of forests sectors in the international fora particularlly at regional level. The
Forum Secretariat can initiate and facilitate these meetings and fora to help and allow the
forests sectors to be well prepared to the process and elaboration of the post 2015 agenda.

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

[ ] Adequate
DX Inadequate
[] Notsure

Additional explanation: the Forum Secretariat can be more efficient in it's missions if it have
representatives at regional and sub- regional level and who are very active in sustanable
forests management.
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D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively: See above

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened:

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception:

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum:

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests: The establishment of a Global Forest Fund can help reduce fragmentation
of funding for the forestry sector. But this fund must be flexible , accessible and open to all
types of forests and trees outside forests. However, the Forum should encourage States to
adopt National Forest Fund and allocate a percentage of their National Investment Fund for
the financing of Sustainable Forest Management

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options: first define the main objectif dedicated to the forests in the
Sustainable development objectives and organise a high level meeting regouping finances
ministers and those in charge of forests.
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ROYAL NORWEGIAN
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD
T

Unitet Nations Forum on Forests

Your ref Qur ref Date
06/263- 10.12.2013

Norwegian submission - IAF

Reference is made to the letter from the UNFF director with an invitation to submit views on
IAF. Please find enclosed the submission from Norway

Yours sincerely,

ey

-/
Flode L yss
Deputy Dlrcctor Gcncral ﬂ\ \ VD‘ \ J {Zc(
l)c Trollstel

Senior Adviser

This document has heen signed electronically and therefore it is not signed by hand

Postal address Visiting address Telephone* Department of Forest- and  Qur officer

PO Box 8007 Dep Teatergata 9 +47 22 24 90 90 Natural Resouree Policy Silje Trollstal
NO-0030 Oslo Vat no. +472224 92 72
postmottak@lmd.dcp.no www.lmd.dep.ne 972417874
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization: Ministry of Agriculture and Food, Norway
Name of official submitting the views: Silje Trollstgl

Address: p.o.box 8007 Dep, 0030 OSLO
Phone/Fax:

E-mail:

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAF:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF
Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) We do not want to
elaborate on our prefences for the future, as

<]  they will depend on the ongoing review and on
the development of other processes towards
2015.

L

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels: UNFF has been positive as a policy forum of the UN. It has been valuable to have
forests on the agenda at this level in the UN system. The development of the NLBI was
important for providing policy advice, and for a common understanding of the concept of
sustainable forest management. The UNFF sessions preceeding the adoption of the NLBI has
covered different issues as set out in the work programme.

B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/4%4: The NLBI is the major achievement

of the UNFF.
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B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: Reference is made to A1.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: Reference is made to Al.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF: These groups have given input to the countries and provided discussion on certain
items.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement: It is important that any international
arrangement on forests is open and inclusive, and facilitates particpation of stakeholders, be
it as major groups or as other types of stakeholder groups.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests: The
International Year of Forests gave an opportunity to show off the forest sector.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

[ ] Adequate
[ ] Inadequate
[] Notsure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: L] L] []
GOF2: [ [ ]
GOF3: ] [ L]
GOF4: L] L] L]

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

Norway 3
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C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa:

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: We think this Question is premature.
We will have to develop the goals before describing how the forest instrument and the GOFs
can contribute to these.

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

X Adequate
[] Inadequate
[] Notsure

Additional explanation:

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively: In its present form, we do not see the need for strengthening the
UNFF secretariat.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened:

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception:

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the

Forum: The CPF has been a valuable partnership and an important part of the IAF, as a
framework in its effort to enhance sustainable forest management

Section F: Financing options and strategies
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F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests:

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options:
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e autoridad
% = nacional del
. ‘3\1 ambiente

Panama, 2 de enero de 2014
AG-0043-2014

Sefior

MAHENDRA JOSHI

Foro de Bosques de las Naciones Unidas
Oficial Encargado

En su despacho

Estimado Sefior Joshi:

Repiblica de Panama

Tengo el agrado de dirigirme a usted en atencion a su nota UNFF/13/HMM/NV/289,
fechada 30 de octubre de 2013, donde nos solicita la designacion oficial de los expertos
seleccionados a participar en la Primera Reunién del Grupo Interinstitucional de Expertos
de Composicion Abierta del Foro de las Naciones Unidas sobre los Bosques, relativa al
Acuerdo Interinstitucional sobre los Bosques, a realizarse en Nairobi, Kenia del 24 al 28 de
febrero de 2014, tengo a bien informarle que hemos designado a los Ingenieros Jorge
Justavino y Félix Magall6n para que participen en la Reunion antes mencionada.

Tomando en consideracion lo expresado en la nota UNFF/13/HMM/NV/289, les
solicitamos apoyo para sufragar los gastos de participacion del Ingeniero Jorge Justavino en
dicha reunion.

Aprovecho la oportunidad para presentarle las seguridades de mi mas alta consideracion y
estima.

Atentamente,

;%VANO VERGARA V.

Ministro de Estado
| Yo
SV/IDIFMifim

C.C. Patricia Arias Cerjack-Directora General Encargada de Organismos y Conferencias Internacionales

EDMINISTRACION CENERAL

Republica de Panama

“Dejando huellas para un mejor ambiente”
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013
Ministry / Organization: National Environmental Authority
Name of official submitting the views: Jorge Justavino Felix Magallén
Address: Albrook, Ancon, Building 804, Panama, Republic of Panama

Phone/Fax:

E-mail: fmagallon@anam.gob.pa  jjustavino@anam.gob.pa

.Sectmn A Full range of optlons i‘or the IAF

A.1 Please select (with X in front of the optlons below) and explam the preferred optlon for the future of the
IAF:

X] A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) -

O I

Sectlon B' Performance of the Umted Natlons Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its. pmcesses smce 2000
and future optxons for UNFF © S . : .

B.1 Please explam 1f you cons1der the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels: If we are thinking in be more functional, We think, sessions need be annual as
UNFCC, and others Organization meeting. Many things are happening in forests and we need
be informed and sharing information amongst countries.

B.2 Please describe the UNFE’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494: UNFF has a Forum with one
chairperson and four vicechairperson. The UNFF has one Secretary with office in united
Nation In New York. Open to the participation of all countries. They meet every two years.
The main achievement include the participation of all countries in the meetings, contribute to
the Millennium goals throw the poverty erradication in the forests communities . Contribute
to avoid the deforestation and to promote the protected areas forests
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B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: Its necessary contribute more in the
sustainable forest management throw the implementation of proyects with financial support.
Financial support is maybe the key issue for keep the forest with local benefits to
communities. Without this, sustainable management will be very hard to do it and
deforestation, forest degradation by fires could continue .

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: UNFF will have post 2015 vey important roll because It work with Forest and
Goverments and the contribution of the forest in the climate Change Mitigation actions ,
environmental services and other will increase. UNFF will need work closely with other
organization as UNFCC, FAQ, ITTO and others.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF: Contribution of the experts from each country to find out the actual work of the
UNFF group situation, resulting in reliable information for the workgroup.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement: if the contributions of major groups in the
work of UNFF, is really efective and allows making guidelines on the issue of forests, this
contribution is fully effective for us.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests: Both
initiatives were and are very important to create awarenees and strenthening political and
public commitment for forests. Many things are changing and peoples are changing about
forests. We need have others initiatives like this, for example, "I support tropical forests, I'm
donor for forests". The collected funds can contribute to reforestation and other activities.

'Sectmn C The Non—Legally Bmdmg Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Ob}ectlves on Forests (GOFS) o L

C. I Please mducate progress in the 1mp1ementatlon of the forest instrument:
Adequate

[} Inadequate
|:] Not sure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOFI: < L] [l
GOF2: ] X] |
GOF3: [] g
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GOF4:; ] X L]

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:More finantial resources to do actions in
the field as projects in reforestation, restauration, forest management and others.

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa: the forest instrument goverments began to
work in his countries and share information between they in the Meeting of the UNFF. The
convention did the posibility to participate delegates for all countries and to participate in
workshop to share information and give information in important subjects to us.

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: We think we need legal binding
instrument to be more effective in the work of UNFF. The GOFs are now a days good and we
need do the efforts to increase and get the total 4 GOFs.

Sect:on D The Forum S Secretanat

D.1 Please indicate 1f you consider the structure, human and ﬁnanc:al resources of the compact Secretanat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

[(] Adequate
X]  Inadequate
[7] Notsure

Additional explanation: [t need grow because today is smaller and need more budget, personnel,
equipment to work in correct way.

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill jts
functions more effectively: The same as the D.1 question.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened: Definetively, increased the budget.
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Sectlon E CPF and CPF Member Orgamzatwns o

E.] Please explam the 1mpacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF anc[ CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception: CPF are
really good very important institutions with knowledge about forest and they were
contribute all the time with good proposals and advice.

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum: All the CPF members had his own budget and can contribute but for especial subjects,
UNFF shall provide the budget. It need be increase to the UNFF.

.Sectnon F Fmancmg optmns and strategies

F.1 Please prov1de views on ﬁnancmg optlons and strategzes, mcludmg the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests: This is very neccesary as maybe global efforts as people donors for the
forest around the world. Maybe in the forest day we can collect fund in all the cities to
contribute in the forest sustainable management.

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options: The same as F.1 question.

Panama 5

182



E/CN.18/AEG/2014/INF/1

g L
- . BN o i el \ 3
/s ] “f AL FOREST SER\Y ~
' Tn | Zﬂj Ml 'v}fu o Hsn " e 0 %4
HEAD-OFFICE - FRANGIPANI STREET , HOHOLA
B - HBOROKO' TELEPHONE: (675) 3277800
DLATNODIAL TAL DISTRICT, FACSIMILE : (675) 3254433

PAPUA NEW GUINEA.

02™ December, 2013

United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF)
UNFF Secretariat

One United Nations Plaza, DCI-1238-1260
New York, NY 10017

SUBJECT: PAPUA NEW GUINEA’S VIEW ON INTERNATIONAL ARRAGEMENT
ON FOREST (IAF).

We thank you for the invitation extended to the government of PNG to air its views
on the International Arrangement on Forest (IAF) for consideration during the first
AHEG1 meeting, which is scheduled in February 2014.

Considering the importance of the agenda, we submit our views in the format that
you have provided. Attached is the completed form.

We thank UNFF Secretariat for its continued effort in enabling sustainable
management of all types of forests.

Yours sincerely,
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization: Papua New Guinea Forest Authority

Name of official submitting the views: Dr Ruth Turia

Address: PNG FOREST Authority, P.O Box 5055,Boroko,National Capital District
Phone/Fax: +675 3277874, +675 3254433

E-mail: rturia@pngfa.gov.pg

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A.] Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAF:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) -

O OXC

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels: No, We suggest that there should be special advisory group in all areas of forest
related issues to give better advice on specific policy issues in specific areas on a international
level for member states to re-align their respective country policies to the international
policies.

B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/49%: no comments

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: Future UNFF should be build with
capacity to efficiently carry out its mandated task to meeting its objectives. We also suggest
that the current voluntary country report should be made mendatory by UNFF and member
states should submit report to UNFF biannually for assessment and consider actions for each

Papua New Guinea 2
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member states specific areas of improvement and enhancement in their forest programmes

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: An effective future framework for the governance of our world’s forests is not
possible without substantial involvement from the private sector. Similar statements can
increasingly be heard at conferences concerning climate change, sustainable development,
and forests. Funding schemes like the Green Climate Fund or Reducing Emissions from
Deforestation should be sourced to implement forest related programmes to achieve Strategic
Development Goals(SDG)

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF: No comments

B.6 Please indicatc how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement: The major UNFF groups members at least visit
certain UNFF member states to see and learn for themselves through the assessments of each
member states voluntary report and report back to UNFF for specific actions to be taken in
each member states on forest related programmes.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests:
Activities undertaken during International year of Forest has sent a strong signal to wider
community on the importance of forest,as such there is strong calls for enhancement of good
forest law enforcement and governance for managing and utilizing forest with its products
and services on SFM priciples

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

[1 Adequate
[l  Inadequate
Not sure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:The Non-Legally binding intrument
should be region or sub-region specific for easier implementation due to different socio-
economic situations in the respective regions and sub-regions

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:
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Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: & O X
GOF2: O I =
GOF3: N ] 24|
GOF4: O O X

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

Strenghtening Partnerships and collaborations at the sub-regional level are therefore
essential in ensuring that we make effective contributions resulting in positive impacts on the
ground. One of the main strategies in this regard is to assist regional focal point for forests
and trees, effectively coordinating with other donors, agencies, programmes and projects to
avoid duplication of efforts and enhancing synergies, working towards deepening
partnerships and collaborations. The Forests and Trees Team organizes and implements
activities at both the national and regional levels in responding to the needs of the sub-region.

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa: No comments

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: No comments

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

[] Adequate
X  Inadequate
Not sure

Additional explanation: Funding has always been a constraint to UNFF.There should be closer
collaborations with Major donors and countries to partner with for funding support to UNFF
to function effectively

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively: Same as D.1

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretarial’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened: Through collaborative partnership aggreement so that each
member is obliged to meet its obligation

Papua New Guinea 4

186



E/CN.18/AEG/2014/INF/1

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception: No
comments

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum: No comments

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests: Major countries and donor partners should show and make commitments
under specific agreements

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options: International agreemnent with donor partners and countries so
that the obliged obligations in funding commitments are met

Papua New Guinea 5
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Lima, November 5th, 2013

CARTA (DGM-DMA) Ne F-/0~ N /15

Secretariat
United Nations Forum on Forests
New York, United States of America.~

Regarding the communication from Mr. Jan McAlpine, dated July 18"
2013, | kindly submit attached to this letter, Peru’s response to the completed
format with views and proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests,

This response has been ccordinated with other relevant national
sectors, such as the Ministry of Agricditure and the Ministry for the
Environment.

As you will note, there are some fields in the document which we were
not be able to respond accordingly. We see this as a reason to further
strengthen the relationship between our Government and the UNFF.

Sincerely,

/s
/ Romuio ACURIO
Direstor de Medio Ambieqla
Ministario de Relaciones Exieriofes
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013
Ministry / Organization: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Peru
Name of official submitting the views: Jose Pinto - Bazurco
Address: Jiron Lampa 545, Lima, Peru
Phone/Fax: 0051 1 2043144

E-mail: jpintobazurco@rree.gob.pe

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A.1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAF:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) -

] OXO

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels: We see that the current UNFF structure does not have the capacity to fulfill
effectively the Forum’s mandate to provide necessary actions on issues related to all types of
forests and at all levels, considering there are other multilateral processes that have higher
hierarchy and also deal with forest related matters.

B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494: We currently do not have this

information.

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: Our inclination is towards
strengthening the UNFF, through establishing clear goals towards achieving sustainable
development of forests.
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B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: It would be convenient that forests will be included in an SDG that deals with
sustainable ecosystem management, considering that it should prove to be difficult to
propose a specific SDG on forests.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF: We do not have information about this, but these initiatives could lead to discussing
emerging subjects on forests.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement: In Peru, indigenous communities are very
influential. We consider, nevertheless, that an affective participation of these groups is not
guaranteed. Therefore, the mechanisms that establish their participation, including financing
and efficient communication, could be revised, as to assure a true participative process.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests:
These events have not achieved to have a mayor impact in Peru. The reasons for this are that
we have had a very complex, policy-related agenda, which has not allowed resource
investment in adequate communication strategies that promote these events.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

[ ] Adequate
[] Inadequate
}X|  Not sure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress: Promote the diffusion of information and
capacity building through workshops, videoconferences or online courses.

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: ] L] X
GOF2: [] [] B
GOF3: L] L] X
GOF4: ] L] X

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:Promote the diffusion of information and
capacity building through workshops, videoconferences or online courses.
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C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa: We currently do not have this information.

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: It will be difficult that forests have an
own SDG, they could therefore be included in an SDG that deals with sustainable ecosystem
management.

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

[] Adequate

[] Inadequate
<]  Not sure

Additional explanation:

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively: We currently do not have this information.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened: We currently do not have this information.

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception: We
currently do not have this information.

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the

Forum: We currently do not have this information.

Section F: Financing options and strategies
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F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and

trees outside forests: It is important to establish the goals that are meant to be covered with this
financing, that are not currently being covered by other multilateral mechanisms, such as the
UNFCCC, the UNCCD, CBD and others. Once forest related subjects that can be disassociated
from other multilateral processes are defined, financing mechanisms that could originate
from public or private sources, could be established.

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options: Define forest-related subjects that can be disassociated from
other multilateral processes.
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MiIsYON NG PILIPINAS SA MGA PaiLIpPINE MISSION TO THE
NACKAKAISANG BAnsa UniTen Narions

656 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK, N.Y.10036

TEL NO. [212) 764-1300

" 11"‘
iy

No. 001

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of the Philippines to the United
Nations presents its compliments to the Secretariat of the United Nations Forum
on Forests (Attn: Ms. Jan McAlpine, Secretariat Director of UNFF) and has the
honor to convey herewith the views and proposals of the Philippines relative to
the International Arrangement of Forests (IAF).

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of the Philippines to the United

Nations avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretariat of the United

Nations Forum on Forests the assurances of its highest consideration.

S December 2013, New York
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the Internationa! Arrangement on Forests (TAF)
July 2013 '

Ministry / Organization: Forest Management Bureau, Department of Environment and
Natural Resources of the Philippines

Nameof officie] submitting the views: RICARDO L, CALDERON
Address: FMB Bldg. Visayas Ave, Diliman, Quezon City, PHILIPPINES
PhoneTax: '

S-mail

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A 1 Please selectiwith X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
AT

X A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Streagthening of the curent IAF
Continuation of the current IAT
Other options (please describe) -

1 00

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forun on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFY ;

B.. Please explain if you consider the current UNET structure and its niennial sessions as sufficient to lake
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests exd at
all levels:Yes, we consider the current structure and its biennial sessions suificient to take
necessary actions and provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types ol
forests and at all levels.

B.2 Please describe the UNFR's performance and list ifs key achievements in implemenling its principal
functions, as staced in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/49*; The UNFF's performance can be
described as good with key achievements as follows: a) Adoption of the NLBI to gencrate
supports from various levels for SFM; b) Providing guidance to members of tae CPF in the
prometion of SFM; ¢) Soliciting the views of Major Groupsin pursuing SFM. -

Philippines 2
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B.3 Please provide your view on the fature options for the UNFF: -One option ls to establish a legally
binding treaty on forests and perhaps a forest convention. Another option could be to give
UNFF a coordinating role withir. the international arrangement on forests and have legally
hinding agreements at the regional lavel.

13.4 Please describe the potentinl roles for UNFE in implementing hc UN post-2015 development sgenda
acd ke SDGs: Putting sustainable development at the core is one of the imperative
wransformational shifts identified by the High Level Panel for the post -2015 agenda. This
means the social, economic and environmental dimensions of sustainability should be
integrated in order to slow the alarming pace of climate change and environmental
-dégradation, which pose unprecedented threats to humanity, In this regard the UNFF should
play a catalytic role in this integration process in generating suport from the other sectors in
achieving the (;OFs,

B.5 Flease describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hnc expert groups in the work of
the UNFE; The rule and impact of Country-Led Initlative and ad hoc expert groups (n the work
of the UNFF is important in that they generate multi-country views and intitiatives on how to
proceed with the work of the UNFF. This takes into consiceration national urcumst.-.»nrcs in
promoting sustainable forest management..

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the eagagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
andprovide sugges:ions on their further engagement:The engagement of major groups in the work of
the UNFF is but a reflection.of the forest policy-making process in the Pailippines where we
seek the views of NGOs, local forest communities, business and Industry, scientific and
technological Communities. This consultative approach ensures that actions in relat.on to the
achievement of the COFs are fair and balanced with respect to these forest stakeholders.

' Therefore, we support the engagement of the major groups in UNFF work by continuously
soliciting their views and positions. .

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Yeer of Forosts and the Intemational Day of
Ferests in promoting greater awareness ard strergthening political and public commitment for forests: The
International .Year of I'orests and International Day of Forests play an important role in
promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitinent for forests.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

C.1 Pleasc indicate progressinthe implemeatation of the fores! instrument:

[0 Adsquaie
, Inadequata
] Notsure

.2 Please provide suggestioas on how to improve progress:Progress can be improved [f it s made
Tegally binding.

Philippines 3
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€.3 Please indicate progress m achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: O O
GOF2: O 4 O
GOF3: . Od 4 O
GOF4: Il ‘= O

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:More cngagement with the cther sectors
to address the drivers of deforestatiun.

cs Please explain how m'.plememation of the forest instrument kas contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions,and vice versa: The forest instrument can provide the central
framework on how to implement other forest-related international conventions. Conversely,
the implementation of these forest -related international conventions contributes to the
achievement of SFM through the forest instrument.

C.6 Please descrine how the forcst instrument und the GOFs can «.onmbutc to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: The forest instrument can contribute to
the post-2015 UN development agenda and SDGs if member states are provided with
adeguate funding and technical support te achive thé the GOFs, and if this is pursued through
legally binding commitments, :

Section D: The Fnrum s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate iF vou consider the structure, huma.) zm:l financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFEF adequate to fulfill its mancates:

1 Adequaie
j Inadequate
X]  Notsure

Addifional explanation:

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on sn-éngthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enabia it to fulfill its
functions more effectively:

D.3 Plecse bl'cvide sﬁggestion[s) 03 how lhe Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened:
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Section E: CPF and CPT l\rlemherio'lv'ghnizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficieacy of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPT member
organizalions in implementing resolutions and supportng the work of UNFF ‘sines its inception: CPF
members have different mandates which they pursue with various SFM related programs
and projects in member states. However, without proper coordihation among them, some of
these activities are duplicated which may resultin irefficiency and dimirished impact.

E.2 Please desaribe how the CPF and :ts member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNEF, and how to ehsure availabilicy of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum: Members of the CPF can allocate a fix percentage of its budget to support activities

related to the Ferum's work.

Section I: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing opticns and straiegies, includng the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Tund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees- outside forests:A voluatary Global Forest Fund is only as good as the ability of its
proponents te convince possib.e contributors ¢ pour their resources therein, A transparent
and credible accountability system should be a central element in its design. At the same tme,
the requirements to tap this fund among member countries should be results-based but the
requirements to prove these results should not be cumbersome, - '

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake te
develop forest financing options: One concrete step is to institutionalize the proper valuation of
ecosystem services of forest resources that can serve as basis for establishing z giobal forest
fund and nationel forest funds. :
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REPUBLIC OF KOREA

PCRMANENT MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS

MUN/ODA/ L4 & January 2014

The Permanent Mission of the Repubtic of Korea wo the Linited Nations presents
i1s compliments 1o the United Nations Forum on Forests Secretarial and. in reference Lo
the tatter™s letter ENET-) 3-LUMMA2TO dated 16 July 2013, hag the honour to forward 1o
the Jatier the Gavernment of the Republic of Kore's completed “formar™ related w
stakeholders” views and propesals on the international arranpement on fores(s (IA1),

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Koren avails iteeli of this opporunity
to renew (o the inlled Nalions Forum on Forests Secretariut the assurances ol ity highest
consideraion.

foncloyed: As stoted

tintted Nations Forum
on Foresls Seeretariat
- Mhew York
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Agreement on Forests
(IAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organizations: Korea Forest Service
Name of official submitting the views: CHOI Y oungtae
Director of International Cooperation Division
Address: Government Complex Bldg. 1, 189 Cheongsaro, Seo-gu, Daejeon, Republic of Korea
Phone: +82 42 481 8891, Fax: +82 42 481 8884
Email:, globalkfs@korea.kr, choiytai @ gmail.com

Section A: Full range of option for the IAF

A.1 Please select(with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for
the future of the IAF:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests

O Strengthening of the current IAF

[ Continuation of the current IAF

[ Other options (please describe)

First of all, at the international level, a legally binding instrument on all types of forests will
easily facilitate joint cooperation (both at regional and global level) in response to periodic
forest-related issues, particularly for issues of transboundary concern, such as forest fire,
diseases and insect pests, desertification (dust and sand storms). Second, through promoting
an integral approach and enhancing cooperation on forest-related issues which are partially
addressed in the CBD, UNFCCC and UNCCD, synergies on implementation and cooperation
project as well as pooling of resources could be envisaged. Third, it can enhance the
implementation of the Agenda 21, forest-related international conventions and
recommendations of the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests (IPF) and Intergovernmental
Forum on Forests (IFF). Furthermore, it will lead to the strengthening of national and
international commitments related to conservation and development of global forests.

At the national level, enhancing the implementation of SFM, including recommendations of
IPF/IFF discussed in the United Nations system, will eventually contribute to sustainable
socio-economic development. It will help prioritize forest-related issues in the national
policies and also enhance coordination and cooperation with other sectors, thereby
improving the quality of forest management. It will also contribute to invigorating the
domestic forestry sector and improving the public functions of forests through efficient forest
management.

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests(UNFF) and its
processes since 2000, and futures options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as
sufficient to take necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues
related to all types of forests and at all levels:

The current UNFF structure consists of UNFF members, Secretariat and CPF members. Its
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principle functions focus on the implementation of the four GOFs and seven thematic
elements of SFM. Although the evaluation of the progress in the implementation is carried
out biennially in accordance with the MYPOW (2007-2015), comprehensive assessment is
difficult as the reporting by members is not mandatory. Also, its biennial sessions are
insufficient to take necessary actions and to maintain coherency in providing policy advice
and guidance on all issues.

B.2 Please describe the UNFF's performance and list its key achievements in implementing
its principal functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/29:

The UNFF has called for international efforts from the forest sector on achieving the
implementation of the recommendations by IPF/IFF, GOFs and MDGs. In accordance with
the MYPOW, the Forum also provided a venue for discussion on the means of
implementation such as finance, technology transfer, capacity building, as well as progress
made towards addressing major forest-related issues. However, there are insufficient
achievements in translating outcomes into action (promotion of action-oriented cooperation).

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF:

There is a lack of concrete means to enable effective implementation of the UNFF’s principle
roles and functions. With a non-legally binding instrument, it would be difficult to push for
the fulfillment of political commitments and to provide the means of implementation (securing
resources for SFM, capacity building and technology transfer). It is necessary to transform
and develop the Forum into a stronger international organization which is capable of
bringing action-oriented cooperation. It would be ideal if the Forum could be given a
mandate to become a powerful overarching (lead) organization/Convention dealing with all
forest-related issues which are now dealt partially by the Rio Conventions within their
respective mandate.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015
development agenda and the SDGs:

At this stage, it is imperative to raise the international profile of forest-related issues,
especially the importance and need for the achievement of GOFs and SFM. Details and
elements may change once the development of the UN post-2015 development agenda and the
SDGs is finalized, but it is still necessary to facilitate international efforts on eradicating
poverty through SFM.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups
in the work of the UNFF:

Country-Led Initiatives contribute to achieving the four GOFs and ad hoc expert groups
were effective in discussing the pending issues and the work of the UNFF . In particular, they
reported to the Forum the outcomes of their meetings which were held during the
intersessions. This contributed to the efficient running of the Forum’s sessional meetings.
Furthermore, Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups also played the key role in
sharing and disseminating the necessary information to the members while providing expert
recommendations.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work
of the UNFF and provide suggestions on their further engagement:

Republic of Korea 3
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The UNFF meetings were participated by its members and major international
organizations. In order for the UNFF to gain a higher international profile and to promote

participation from various stakeholders and observers, further engagement of major groups
(such as NGOs) is needed.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the
International Day of Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and
public commitment for forests:

In case of the Republic of Korea, various outreach programmes and activities were carried
out to celebrate the International Year of Forests and the International Day of Forests to
promote further awareness-raising of the general public on the importance of forests. This
has comtributed to the strengthening and expansion of the foundation for policy
implementation on forests and forestry at the domestic level.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests(Forest
Instrument) and the four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:
[J Adequate

] Inadequate
B Not sure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

In order to secure political commitment on the implementation of the forest instrument, high-
level commitment and participation on forest-related issues are needed. Mandatory means of
implementation and guiding principles to enable the monitoring, evaluation (assessment) and
feedback of national objectives for the forest instrument and GOFs are also necessary.

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: O O 7}
GOF2: O O
GOF3: O O 7|
GOF4: O O 7}

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

Most fundamentally, the means of implementation for the achievement of the GOFs are
necessary. Concrete and detailed guidelines for the reporting of the progress in the
implementation of the GOFs are also needed. In addition, the development of methodology
on MAR (monitoring, assessment and reporting) is required.

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the
implementation of forest-related international conventions, and vice versa:

Compared to the 3 Rio Conventions that have characteristics of legally binding instrument,
bringing about the high-level political commitment would be limited under a non-legally
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binding forest instrument. In terms of providing the venue for discussion on forest-related
issues, it will not be in the equal playing field with other forest-related international
conventions. Therefore, the extent of contribution coming from the implementation of forest-
related international conventions is much larger.

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015
UN development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals:

The UNFF needs to contribute and actively participate in the negotiation and development
process of the post-2015 UN development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals.

Section D: The Forum's Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the
compact Secretariat of the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

] Adequate
O Inadequate
Not sure

Additional explanation:

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to
fulfill its functions more effectively:

If the Secretariat could receive support from the member countries in the form of secondment
and gratis personnel, administrative costs will be reduced significantly. This will strengthen
the role of the Secretariar in fulfilling its functions more effectively by enhancing its efficiency
and performance. The Secretariat should also be well-represented to provide equal
opportunity and diversity.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat's role, as a CPF member and
as CPF Secretariat, should be strengthened:

The UNFF should play a central role of the CPF, rather than just providing services such as
coordination and facilitation of the work of the CPF.

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and
CPF member organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF
since its inception:

CPF and its member organizations are contributing and supporting the work of the UNFF,
but as they also have their own mandate and functions to fulfill, the extent of support would
be limited.
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E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the
work of the UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in
support of the work of the Forum:

If the CPF and its member organizations can mobilize their own resources to make
secondment of officers to the Secretariat, it will strengthen the role of the Secretariar. It is
also necessary to ensure that the works of the UNFF are not duplicated but parallel or
complementing each other.

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a
voluntary Global Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable
management of all types of forests and trees outside forests:

Securing additional resources from the existing financial options such as GEF, PROFOR and
Bali Fund, as well as ensuring their effective utilization are needed. Also, increasing
investments on forests from the private sector is required.

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should
undertake to develop forest financing options:

The developed countries are for a legally binding forest instrument before mobilizing
resources/funds. However, developing countries are calling for more financial support and
technology transfer before they can accept a legally binding instrument. In such
circumstances, as the developed countries are the ones that can provide financial resources,
discussions on the creation of a voluntary Forest Fund could be possible with a view to bring
about a legally binding instrument, provided that the priority is placed on
securing/mobilizing resources on forests. However, measures should be taken to ensure that
these resources will be distributed based on agreed criteria.
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Note No: 65 12013

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of South Africa to the United Nations
presents its compliments {o the Secretariat of the United Nations Forum on Forests
(UNFF) and has the honour to refer to the latter's letter dated 16 July 2013,
requesting for views and proposals of Member Staies and other stakeholders on the
international arrangement an forests (IAF).

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of South Africa to the United Nations has the
further honour to submit the South African views and proposals on IAF in the
attached document.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of South Africa to the United Nations avails
itself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretariat of the United Nations Forum on
Forests (UNFF) the assurances of its highest consideration.

New York
5 December 2013

The Secretariat of the United Nations Forum on Forests
United Nations
New York

204



E/CN.18/AEG/2014/INF/1

Format for Solicifing Views and Proposals on the Internationat Arrangement on Forests (h\.ﬁ‘)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization;: DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES
Name of official submitting the views: Mr AR Madula

Address: Department of Agricaulture, Forestry and Fisheries

110 Hamilton Street

Arcadia, Pretoria

Phone/Fax: +27 12 309 5710

E-mail: DFPS@daff.gov.za

IAF:

[] A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) -

O

B.1 Please explain if vou consider the current UUNFF structwre and is bienmial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
atl levels:

In its current form, the UNFF structure is not sufficient. Effectively it is a secretariat without
an operational arm to make sure that resolutions taken are effectively implemented. The
implementation of the resolutions is left entirely on the member states which may not have
enough resources for implementation. In Africa, the African Forest Forum plays a significant
role in operationalising the UNFF resolutions '
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B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resofutions 2000/33 and 20067494

The UNFF strengthened political commitment to include forests to national and international
development agenda by elevating, among other things, the rolc forests play in sustainable
development and ecosystem management. [t has led to political elevation of forests and

harmonising of policies at the regional and sub regional level. Furthermore, success is noted
on the following:

] ldentification of financing needs, and gaps for forest financing;

@ Establishment of Facilitative process;

@ Collaborative work of the CPF which has enhanced focus on forests by many
international institutions and;

i Partnerships’ with regional and sub regional groups.

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNTT:

The current IAF needs to be strengthened in order to mect the needs of the developing
countries, The stengthening does net imply a legally binding instrument.

B.4 Piease describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UM posi-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs:

SDGs ave not separate from the post 2015 agenda but part of it addressing the three
dimensions of the Sustainable development. The role of forests and trees outside of forests
should be seen as crosscutting in the environment debate in the post 2015 agenda, The
potential role of UNFF could be that of International Forest policy coordination, promoting
SFM, reporting on contribution of forests towards achievement of the SDGs, mobilising
financial resources for SFM and assisting developing LDCs, LFCCs and SIDS in mobilise
financial resources for the same,

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF:

The country led inftiatives and ad hoc expert groups contributed significantly in the work of
the UNFF through knowledge sharing, information dissemination and building international
consensus on a range of issues. However, regional and sub regional organisations such as the
African Forest Forum need to be capacitated to assist countries in the absence of operational
support by the UNFF,

B.6 Please indicate how cifective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNET
and provide suggestions on their further engagement:

South Africa consults on a broad level with all Stakeholders when preparing for any
international engegement. However, in the context of forests, this level of consultation is
minimal and at most informal. Engaging Major Groups has the ability to strengthen but not
design policy decisions. The UNFF is also an Intergovernmental organisations which implies
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that decisions are country driven

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests:

The IYF and IDF enhanced the efforts of countries in raising the profile of forestry both at a
political and community level. '

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

B Adequate
[} Inadequate
] Notsure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

Through the stengthening of regional or sub regional structures {where these exist} guidance
can be provided on the implementation of the forest instrument. This would also include
access to financing options available to developing countries as well as technology and skills
transfer and development as well as capacity building,

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: B4 0 B
GOR2: J B ]
GOF3: O ]
GOF4: 03 X ]

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how {o improve progress:

GOF 1: Support to developing countries to do proper inventory.
GOF 2: Establishment of a mechanism(s) for payment of ecosystem services will enhance the
achievement of this goal.
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C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa:

The successful implementation of the forest instrument and achievement of GOFs by
implication contributes significantly to the achievement of goals of other forest related
conventions like the UNCSD and UNCCC with regards to Forests and Climate change
mitigation to mention a few.,

C.6 Please describc how the forest insirument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals:

The successful implementation of the forest instrument and achievement of GOFs by
implication leads to the achievement of SDGs as they are seen as the final destination looking
at poverty eradication as an overarching priority in the post -2015 agenda. Forests
furthermore also addresses the three dimensions (i .e social, environmental and economical
aspects) of sustainable development in a cross-cutting manner.

D1 Pleass indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Scerctariat of
the UNFT adequate to fultill its mandates:

[ Adequate
£ inadequate
] Notsure

Additional explanation:

The Forum is dependent on voluntary contributions and although such contributions to
support the Forum activities have been reperted to be increasing, it remains an
unsustainable form of financing. The funding maybe adequate for the Secretariat in its current
form, however, for the Secretariat to be able to pravide adequate support to developing
countries with regards to fulfilling its current mandate as well as ensuring implementation of
resalutions emanating from other conventions eg UNCSD (Rio+20) especiaily on green
economy and SDG's, sustainable flow of funds are needed. The secretariat will furthermore
also benefit from increased human resources to provide support to developing countries in
need of support regarding the implementation of Forum decisions and other functions that
have been identilied by countries,

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively:

The financial contributions should not only be the responsibility of donor countries. As such,
ALL member states must be encouraged and conmit to do voluntary contributions according
to their ability. In this regard, consideration could be given to approaching regional and sub
regional organisations as well as the industry. Creation of an operational arm or section to
deal with iinplementation of resclutions is one of the areas that would need to be funded to
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make the Forum more effective. The establishment of the implementation will call for added
human resources.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened:

‘The role played by the Secretariat is acknowledged. All member states should consider
contributing to the trust fund faithfully and according to their abilities to ensure sustained
financial resources. Acknowledging that the secretariat has limited capacity, it is
recommended that staff is seconded to the Secretariat.

organizations in implementing resolations and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception:

The CPF member organisations especially the FAO made significant contributions in helping
developing countries in revising their policies to incorporate SD principles; monitoring of
forest resources, reporting format, and capacity building. The Secretariat played a significant
role in ceordinating and organising the substative preparations for the organisation led
initiatives in collaboration with FAQ and facilitative processes amongst other things.

F.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can {urther contribute (o the work of the
UNFT, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Foram:

South Africa requests that CPF members further contribute to the work of the UNFF by
developing a road map for the harmonization of the collection and compilation of data on
forest resources, especially non-wood forest products, in order to facilitate the estimation of
the full extent of forest resources, building on existing efforts fand others initiatives, including
the Collaborative Forest Resources Questionnaire of the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations {(FAQ), the Wealth Accounting and the Valuation of Ecosystem Services
partnership, the Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity, the Green Economy Initiative, the
System of Environmental-Economic Accounting, the OECD green prowth strategy and the
Poverty-Environment Initiative of the United Nations Development Programme and the
United Nations Environment Programme.

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests:

A mapping excercise is needed to establish the full picture of what funding is available and
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how to access such funds. Furthermore, access Lo established mechanisms should be
simplified to allow for easier access by developing countries. At regional and sub regional
level, consideration could be given to create regional specific forest funding mechanisms on
the basis of an intergovernmental structure which will afford all members to contribute and
access to such a mechanism. Until the global financial situation has improved, the
establishment of a Glabal Forst Fund may only happen on paper and will also be competing
with funds such as the Climate Change Green Fund. For the time being a basket approach
{therefore the mapping excercise) would allow for expanded finacial exposure

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other orpganizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options: .

See the above. Another option would be for the Director of the Forum to be autherised to
have discussions with the Global Encironment Facility (GEF) to cstablish under which
"windows" forest funding can profit in the absense of a forest dedicated window. To request
that the 5th Replenishment of the GEF consider a Forest Window is premature and too late at
this stage due to the timing of the meeting. Although there is a biodiversity window in GEF,
note should be taken that forests are not always within the mandate of the Environemtal
Ministries and therefore seldom if ever, profit from biodiversity related allocations.
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My No Your No Date
Director
UNFF Secretariat

Dear Madam,

UNFF Intersessional Activities on the International Arrangements
Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangements on Forests

This refers to your letter UNFF-13-L-HMM-219 of 16 July 2013 on the above subject.
Views and proposals of Sri Lanka on the International Arrangements on Forests (IAF) are submitted

herewith in the given format.

Yours sincerely,

inistry of Environment and Renewable Energy
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013
Ministry / Organization: Ministry of Environment and Renewable Energy
Name of official submitting the views: K.P. Ariyadasa
Address: Forest Department, 82 Rajamalwatta Road, Battaramulla, Sri Lanka
Phone/Fax: +94 11 2866616 / +94 11 2866633

E-mail: ariyadasa@yahoo.com

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A.1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAF:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuvation of the current [AF

Other options (please describe) -

0] OO

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels: Current UNFF process is sufficient for the time being and it is necessary to have a
more concrete set of guidence to ensure sustaible management of all type of forests.

B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494:

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: UNFF has to be strenghthen and
legally binding instrument on all type of forests is the most suitable way forward for future
UNFF process.
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B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: Seven thematic areas in sustainable forest management, Non legally binding
instrument on all type of forests and four global objectives of forests have already been
agreed upon through the UNFF process and this need to be continued with a better
monitoring mechanism.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF: Country led initiative and ad hoc expert groups provide valuble inputs to the UNFF
sessions that can be used as the base for delebarations by the member countries and other
partner organizations. Therefore, having these meetings in bettween two sessions provide a
good opportunity to look in to important issues in detail prior to the bi annual sessions.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement: Engagement of major groups in the work of
UNFF is esssential as they are directly involved in the forest management activities.
Exchanging views and experinece of member countries and knowing the role of the groups
would be mutually beneficial for major groups as well as for member states

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests:

Though the forestry is one of the most important sectors in almost all countries it lacks the
international recognition and it has to piggy back on other more recognized processes such as
CBD and climate change. Declaring the International Year of Forests and International Day of
Forests is very important under these circumstance in order to draw the attention of policy
makers and politicians on the subject of forestry in one hand and carrying out various
actvities to promote sustainable forest management within the country during this period on
the other.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

[] Ad equate
X Inadequate
[ ] Notsure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:Implementation of the forest intrument is
done in voluntary basis and more commitment is needed to ensure sustainable management
of all type of forests. A better monitoring system and systemic periodic reporting need to be
built in to the process

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
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GOF!: [] X L]
GOF2: X ] ]
GOF3: X [] ]
GOF4: ] < ]

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:Loss of forest cover, both quality and
quantity, is the most important issue to address and some sort of binding mechanism, legally
or otherwise, is needed to arrest the loss of forest cover. Proper implementation of REDD+
initiaves will help to meet the first 3 global objectives up to some extent.

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa: As mentioned above UNFCCC initiatives
(REDD+) have direct link with the implementation of NLBL. Implementation of NLBI has a
direct impact on the CBD and UNCD.

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: Sustainable forest management is a part
and parcel of post-2015 UN development goals. Proper implemetation of NLBI and meeting
four global objectives of forests play a vital role in meeting Sustainable Development Goals.

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

[] Adequate
D Inadequate
[] Notsure

Additional explanation: As presented in the 10th session of the UNFF dwindling resources has
hampered the activities of the UNFF secratariet and it will affect the advisory and facilitation
role of the Secratariet.

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively: Strengthening the collaborative partnerships would help to overcome
some of the difficulties facing by the UNFF Secretariet

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened:

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations
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E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception: CPF
member organizations are engaged in forestry activities for many years and their efforts have
provided good support for the implemenation of UNFF resolutions. These initiatives have a
good impact on UNFF programs but not sufficient to meet all the commitments.

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum: CPF member initiatives need to be harmonized with the UNFF programd and shold be
taken in to consideration in project design. Prgress monitoring can be done against the agreed
principles under the UNFF.

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests: Sustainable forest management is practced by many countries through
national programs and lack of funding has been the main obstacle in achiving desired
outcomes. Establishing a Global Forest Fund is one of the best initiatives to promote the SFM
activities especailly in the developing countries. Having a legally binding instrument for all
type of forests would help secure more donor funding. Trees outside the forests{TROF) play a
vital role in forest conservation and remains as an agricultural source. Due recognition need
to be given to TROF through UNFF and other UN organizations in order to promote the
development of this important resource.

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options:
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6 December 2013

Mahendra Joshi

Acting Director UNFF Secretariat
DESA

DC2-2300

New York, NY 10017

USA

Dear Mr. Joshi,

In reference to the letter from Ms. Jan McAlpine, former Director of the
UNEF Secretariat, dated 16 July 2013, I am pleased to herby send you the
Swedish national report on the views and proposals on the international
arrangement on forests. Please feel free to distribute the report and post on
the web, as you deem necessary and appropriate.

The enclosed report focuses on the experiences and lessons learned, froma
Swedish perspective, on the effectiveness of the current international
arrangement on forests. Sweden believes that it is too premature, at this
stage, to state a preference for options fora possible future arrangement on
forests. However, my colleagues and myself look forward to the results of
the independent review currently being carried out by consultants, as well as
the upcoming discussions atc meetings of the ad hoc Expert Group on
International Arrangement on Forests.

[ wish to thank you and your hard working team in the UNFF Secretariat
for a successful year marked by, amongst other things, the celebration of
the first International Day on Forests and the tenth session of the Forum.

Allow me also to extend my personal gratitude for your commitment to
global forest policy and the UNFF over the past fifteen years. You will be
dearly missed by forest friends around the world as you retire early next
year,

I wish you and your family a joyful holiday season and best wishes for 2014.

Encl.: Swedish National Report: Views and Proposals on the IAF

Postaf address Telephone E-mail: | registrator@regeringskansliet.se
SE-103 33 Stockholm +46 8 405 10 00

SWEDEN

Visitors' address Fax Tefex

Fredsgatan 8 +46 8 20 64 96 156 81 MINAGRI $
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A Memorandum
W
REGERINGSKANSLIET 29 November 2013

Ministry for Rural Affairs

Agriculture and Forestry Division
Mia Crawford

Telephone +46 8 405 11 56

Mobile +46 70 318 45 06

E-mail mia.crawford@regeringskansliet.se

Swedish National Report: Views and Proposals on the
International Arrangement on Forests

Summary

Sweden welcomes the review of the effectiveness of the current
International Arrangement on Forests (IAF). It provides an opportunity
to reassess the global forest policy dialogue in light of past performance
and at the same time address current and future global challenges and
opportunities of relevance to forests. Some of the major achievements
with the current IAF include a Forum with universal membership
tackling forest policy holistically and the establishment of the
Collaborative Partnership on Forests. However, the current
arrangement also lack real progress on the ground and stakeholders are
left behind. Looking into the future, Sweden would like to stress the need
to consider a broad range of options with the view of positioning any
future IAF in the context of the post 2015 development agenda.

Introduction

Sweden, as a member of the European Union, aligns itself with the
joint EU submission.

This report focuses on the experiences and lessons learned from a
Swedish perspective on the effectiveness of the current International
Arrangement on Forests. The report follows the broad framework of
the reporting format provided by the Secretariat. The report has been
developed by the Ministry for Rural Affairs in close cooperation and
coordination with the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of
Enterprises, Energy and Communications and the Ministry of the
Environment. The report has also benefited from input from the
Swedish Forest Agency, the Swedish International Development
Cooperation Agency and the Swedish University of Agricultural
Sciences. In addition, some key national stakeholders have been
consulted. These stakeholders represent forest industry, private family
forest owners and environmental non-governmental organizations, as
well as academia.
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Section A: Full range of options for the International
Arrangement on Forests

Sweden welcomes the review of the effectiveness of the current
International Arrangement on Forests (IAF). It provides an
opportunity to reassess the global forest policy dialogue in light of past
performance and at the same time address current and future global
challenges and opportunities of relevance to forests.

The world has considerably changed since the start of the global forest
policy dialogue at the Earth Summit in 1992. However, the current IAF
is still a reflection of the “forest track” that was set out in Rio by the
Forest Principles and later further developed by the Intergovernmental
Panel on Forests, the Intergovernmental Forum on Forests and the UN
Forum on Forests.

Sweden, being a forest rich country, with approximately two thirds of
the country’s land mass covered by forests, has long realized the
interconnectivity of forest policy at home and abroad. Currently,
Sweden is ranked as the world’s third-largest exporter of saw timber
products and paper, and the world’s fifth-largest exporter of pulp’.
Forests are important for Swedish prosperity and identity, the
wellbeing of its people and conservation of nature.

In 20u the Swedish government declared a forest vision accompanied
with an action plan, this initiative is called the Forest Kingdom: with
values for the world?. The Forest Kingdom is based on the sustainable
use of forests and ensuring a balanced approach to both the protection
of the environment, while at the same time maintaining a high level of
production. Striking this balance is not always an easy task and
sharing information, exchange on lessons learned as well as good
practices with other countries is one of the tasks included in the
action plan. Moreover, it highlights the important role that sustainably
managed forests play in contributing to poverty reduction, food
security, combating global warming and the loss of biological
diversity. The action plan also includes targets, such as increasing
export of forest products and technical know-how by 20% for 2020.

Currently, the Swedish Government Offices and the Swedish Forest
Agency are involved in many different forest policy processes at the
sub-regional, regional and international levels. In addition, Sweden is
cooperating both bilaterally and multi-laterally on forest related issues
with many countries around the world through many international
organizations and directly through various MoU:s. This support is

1 Swedish Forestry. Information brochure from the Government Offices of Sweden.
Available on-line: http://www.regeringen.se/sb/d/16151/a/202396

2 The Forest Kingdom — with values for the world. Action plan from the Government
Offices of Sweden. Available on-line: http://www.regeringen.se/sb/d/14108/a/178773
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often channeled through the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs and
the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida).

Sweden is greatly concerned about the policy fragmentation of forest
at different levels. The review of the effectiveness of the IAF is an
opportunity to look at the bigger forest governance picture. This
review could not come at a more opportune time, since during 2015
much of the focus of the international community will be on the
development of the post 2015 development agenda, building on the
experience of the MDGs and the development of SDGs, as well as the
development of a new global climate change agreement. Hence, in
2015, many processes are at a cross-roads and Sweden will work
towards finding a path forward that gives due consideration to forests.

In light of this, Sweden believes that it is too premature, at this stage,
to state a preference for options for future IAF. Sweden looks forward
to the results of the independent review currently being carried out by
consultants, as well as the discussions during the upcoming meetings
of the ad hoc Expert Group on IAF (AHEG). However, Sweden believes
that it is important that the consultants and the AHEG look at the full
range of options for the IAF and position it in the broader context of
the post 2015 development agenda.

In addition, Sweden believes it to be important that when analyzing
the various future options one does this in the context of principal
functions such as providing forest policy dialogue; fostering synergies
among different forest processes and organizations; and strengthening
implementation on the ground.

The some of the possible future options that Sweden will analyze in
the months to come include, amongst others:

* continuing the current IAF with the possibility of strengthening
and amending its mandate based on the assessment of its
effectiveness;

* developing the IAF in a new direction allowing for broader
mandate to address larger land-use issues, in order to address
the underlying causes of deforestation, many which lie outside
the forest sector (i.e. Landscape Forum);

* strengthening already existing forest-related legal instruments
(i.e. UNFCCC, CBD and ITTA) or possibly initiating the
development of a legally binding instrument on forests at the
global level;

* transferring the global forest dialogue to already existing
organizations and processes (i.e. High Level Forum on
Sustainable Development, FAO and UNEP); and

* developing and strengthening forest processes at the regional
and sub-regional level and the possibility of connecting these to
a global framework, either legally or non-legally binding.
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Section B: Performance of the UN Forum on Forests and
its process since 2000

Key achievements

Universal and holistic approach to SFM

UNFF was established in 2000, after long negotiations, and it is a
unique UN body, in that it has universal membership, but is organized
under the ECOSOC. UNFF’s universal membership is a testimony of
the universal relevance of forest issues. No other forest-related
organization, or process, has this unique membership, which is
combined with a holistic mandate that covers all three pillars of
sustainable forest management. Sweden also believes that CPF
contributes to the uniqueness of the UNFF, see more under section E.

Keeping the forest agenda alive

UNEFF has been able to raise awareness among governments and
within the UN system on the importance of forests to people around
the world and how forests contribute to sustainable development and
the MDGs. UNFF has adopted several resolutions to this effect over
the years, most notably on the NLBI and GOF:s. Looking back some 15
to 20 years, it is evident that governments, through a continued
dialogue, have been able to overcome great resistance in order to
address governance issues, such as land tenure and illegal logging.
Both these issues were, in the beginning, so contentious and difficult
that no one dared to address them. Today, governments speak freely
about these issues and acknowledge their problems of tackling both
illegal logging and weak land tenure rights. Other issues that were
difficult for the international forest community to initially employ
were concepts developed in the environment and nature conservation
fields, such as ecosystem services and landscape approach, which are
now widely accepted. UNFF has contributed to these developments by
offering a platform for discussions and dialogue between governments,
intergovernmental organizations and stakeholders.

The International Year of Forests, which was later followed by the
establishment of the International Day of Forests, are also examples of
how UNFF has been able to raise the profile of forests globally and
kept it on the UN agenda for the last 13 years. In Sweden we celebrated
the International Year of Forests by high lighting the very important
and multifunctional role that forests play in the society. This was done
by celebrating the International Year of Forests at seminars,
workshops and other forest related activities all over the country. A
tree planting campaign was also launched in conjunction with
organisation of Forest Days at 15 different locations spread over the
country. A website for the International Year of Forests was also
developed where a large number of forest activities during the year
were widely spread.
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Building trust and breaking the North-South divide

Sweden further regards the establishment of the Facilitative Process as
one of the major achievements of UNFF. Forest financing has been one
of the most difficult issues to address and has divided the world into
North and South. The Facilitative Process has provided a platform for
more focused discussion and to give voice to groups of countries
representing Low Forest Cover Countries, Small Island Developing
States and Least Developed Countries. This has clearly helped in
providing a better understanding of the special needs of certain groups
of countries. Sweden sees great potential in building on the Facilitative
Process and other regional and sub-regional initiatives that aim at
strengthening the efforts towards sustainable forest management in
those countries that are of most need of support.

Moreover, Country Led Initiatives (CLI) have been a positive element
in keeping the momentum during the intersessional periods. It has
helped in building trust between countries and in dismantling some of
the barriers between the common blocks of countries that prevail
during official UNFF negotiations.

Sweden, through the Royal Swedish Academy of Agriculture and
Forestry, with the support from the Swedish International
Development Cooperation Agency, has been working on an initiative
for several years on the Lessons Learned on Sustainable Forest
Management in Africa3. Two workshops in 2004 were organized as a
Swedish CLI in support of the UNFF. The CLI was also jointly
organized with FAO and the African Forestry Research Network. The
initiative resulted in the establishment of the African Forests Forum,
which is a platform for forest policy discussions in Africa. The African
Forests Forum often organizes meetings prior to UNFF sessions, in
order to ensure that African forest experts come prepared to the UNFF
sessions. The Swedish initiative has also, amongst others, supported
assistance to African delegations and African Union to participate in
the UNFF sessions.

Major weaknesses

Lack of implementation

While the UNFF has resulted in a number of resolutions and engaged
Ministers in High-Level Segments, Sweden believes that this activity
creates an illusion of real progress. Film competitions and numerous
side events conducted in parallel compete for attention and mask the
fact that not much is happening on the ground. Implementation of
UNFF resolutions and the previous proposals for action from IPF and

3 The project stretched from 2003-2008 and had two phases. For more information
on the project see the following website: http://www ksla.se/wp-
content/uploads/201/03/KSIAT -2-201-Swedish-African-forest-relations.pdf
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IFF are not prioritized by governments and there is a lack of follow up.
Reporting to UNFF is low and not much room is given during the
sessions to address obstacles to implementation. Moreover, it is
difficult to track progress and proper impact assessments are lacking.

Negotiation by exhaustion

UNFF sessions are characterized by long negotiations, stretching over
days and nights. The informal nature and trust building exercise often
applied during CLI are often long gone, as countries return to classical
grouping during tough negotiations. A common tactic seems to be
negotiation by exhaustion, which unfortunately is a common practice
in many other multilateral organizations and instruments, including
UNFF. The real deals, in the final hours of negotiations, are done by a
small set of people in closed rooms.

There is a tendency that many countries are represented by their UN
diplomats rather than by forest policy experts from their capital. This
often leads to a difficulty to advance on real substance, or technical
issues. Instead, much attention is given to more cross-cutting UN
issues. Sweden would welcome exploring more innovative working
methods during UNFF sessions, in order to stimulate far more fruitful
dialogue on real content and cooperation across regional and political
groups in order to break block dynamics.

The traditional grouping and polarization between various political
groupings may also be a contributing factor to why UNFF has failed to
progressively address new emerging issues and helped to shape the
forest agenda in a successful and effective manner. The combination of
both in effective meetings and inability to address “hot” issues has led
to that UNFF is no longer the front-runner, the main forum for forest
policy dialogue. Instead the forest dialogue, over the last few years, has
been conducted in other fora, such as in the context of climate
(REDD+), or the various processes set up as a follow up to Rio+20 and
the post 2015 development agenda.

Stakeholders are left behind

A great disappointment from a Swedish perspective is the inability of
UNFF to engage stakeholders, or what is commonly called major
groups (9 major groups were identified at UNCED in 1992). Sweden
has always encouraged stakeholders to be included in its delegation,
or has facilitated the participation of Swedish stakeholders to
contribute to the inputs to the sessions from major groups. Sweden is
also concerned about the representativeness of some major groups
when not a sufficient number of stakeholders are participating at
UNFF sessions.

However, Sweden takes great pride in participating in the multi-
stakeholder dialogue during UNFF sessions. Sweden regularly makes
statements to show support to efforts made by major groups and to
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highlight the importance of engaging stakeholders in global forest
policy making. Sweden is of the opinion that major groups should be
allowed to speak, not only during the multi-stakeholder dialogue, but
also throughout the session by making suggestions to draft
negotiating text along some existing practices that are commonly used
in other processes, such as the Forest Europe process.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All
Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the Global
Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

The Forest Instrument represents a broad consensus on sustainable
forest management. The Forest Instrument is well reflected in the
Swedish model of sustainable forests management. However, the
Forest Instrument has had limited impact on the Swedish forest
sector, since the majority of actions in the Forests Instrument are
already part of national legislation and normal practices. The Forest
Instrument has, to some extent, contributed, along with other global
forest-related processes, to raise the need for the Government to
address the interconnectivity of national and global action on
sustainable forest management. As discussed earlier, this is one of the
main focuses of the Forest Kingdom: with values for the world.

As regards to the GOFs, and in particular the fourth one dealing with
reversing the decline in ODA for sustainable forest management,
Sweden would like to promote forestry issues in a more combined
way, interlinked in the sustainable agendas of climate and
environment as well as energy and private sector. The aim is to focus
on the importance of forest issues in developing context and try to
find a good entry point into a broader sustainable agenda.

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

The ECOSOC resolution that established UNFF called for a compact
Secretariat to service the IAF. As a result, a small Secretariat was
established in DESA as an independent unit under the USG, building
on the previous IPF/IFF Secretariat that had been part of the Division
on Sustainable Development.

Initially, the Secretariat enjoyed great support from CPF members
through secondments of Senior staff (ITTO, UNEP and FAO).
However, with time Sweden notes with disappointment that CPF
members have been sending less secondments and that the level of
those staff members has decreased. Sweden believes that the
secondment of CPF members is an important means of ensuring the
policy coordination, which is one of the principle functions of the IAF.
Moreover, CPF members, with their different comparative advantage,
can significantly strengthen the Forum Secretariat on key technical
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issues, since the core UNFF Secretariat are often more generalists or
former UN diplomats.

Several countries have also seconded staff to the Secretariat, or
contributed to the UNFF trust fund, that has enabled additional staff
to be hired. Sweden wishes to thank those countries that have
generously supported the UNFF trust fund over the years. Sweden has
only contributed with limited resources to the UNFF trust fund and
mainly in support of the Facilitative Process. However, Sweden
seconded an Associate Expert (AE)/Junior Professional Officer (JPO)
during the years 2001-2002.

Despite the compact nature of the Secretariat, Sweden notes with
satisfaction that documentation to sessions of UNFF has always been
submitted on time. The documents provide a good basis for
discussions and often include the basic elements for resolutions that
are later adopted by the Forum. According to Sweden, the UNFF
Secretariat also services the sessions of the Forum to satisfaction.

Section E: Collaborative Partnership on Forests and its
Member Organizations

Sweden regards enhanced cooperation, as well as policy and
programme coordination on forest-related issues among relevant
international and regional organizations, institutions and instruments,
as one of the most important principle functions of the IAF. The
establishment of the CPF is seen as very positive by Sweden. In
building on the comparative advantages among the different
organizations, the CPF is seen as an effective way of both supporting
the policy developments by the Forum and assisting countries in
implementation of IPF/IFF proposals for action and the various UNFF
resolutions. Sweden would welcome that CPF not only supports forest
policy and sustainable forest management in the framework of UNFF
but rather more broadly in other forest-related processes.

Sweden believes that CPF has significantly contributed to supporting
the policy development of the Forum. CPF and its members always
play an active role during the sessions, with valuable statements and
enriching dialogue. Moreover, we are impressed of the strong and
coordinated efforts that CPF also has made in other processes as well,
such as a joint side event during the Rio+20 conference and the Forest
Day during climate change negotiations. CPF has also contributed
greatly in advancing certain areas, such as harmonizing, monitoring,
assessment and reporting on forests, and the harmonization of
terminology, as well as forest finance. Sweden would also like to
specifically highlight the valuable leadership and commitment that
FAO has shown over the years to the CPF.
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However, Sweden sees the limitations of CPF as not being able to
deliver a coordinated response at the operational level (at least among
those members of CPF that work in the field). Sweden is wondering
why this would be the case and hopes that this will be one of the areas
that the consultants and the AHEG will explore further. Sweden also
sees some conflict of interest of UNFF Secretariat - on the one hand,
servicing both the UNFF and CPF, and on the other hand,
participating as a member of CPF. The difficulty of the duality in its
role has been confusing at times.

Overall Sweden is supportive to mechanisms, such as the CPF, that
enhance cooperation and stimulate better policy and programme
coordination on forest-related issues, as well as foster greater
synergies among relevant forests organizations and instruments.

Section F: Financing options and strategies

Sweden believes that sustainable forest management should be self-
sustained and self-financed. Half of the productive forest land in
Sweden is owned by private individuals. Of these, approximately 38
per cent are women and 62 per cent are men. Private forest companies
own about one quarter of the productive forests land. The Swedish
state and other public owners own approximately one fifth of the
productive forest land. With this ownership structure each forest
owner takes long-term responsibility for the sustainable management
of its forests. No specific government subsidies or other incentives or
other financing mechanisms are used.

However, Sweden recognizes that, for some countries, in particular
developing countries, additional financing may be required in the
transition from unsustainable forest practices to sustainable forest
management. Sweden shares the view with the rest of the EU that
financing for sustainable forest management should continue to come
from a wide range of complementary sources: public and private,
domestic and foreign, bilateral and multilateral. If all these resources
are pulled together, then sustainable forests management should be
possible throughout the world. Hence, Sweden does not favour
creating a voluntary Global Forests Fund.

Moreover, Sweden wishes to stress that one of the important
prerequisites for sustainable forests management is the importance of
establishing an adequate enabling environment (including good
governance, efficient law enforcement, and secure tenure and user
rights) at the national level. This will greatly increase the potential for
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mobilizing new and additional financing, in particular from the
private sector.

List of abbreviations

AE Associate Expert

AHEG Ad hoc Expert Group

CBD Convention on Biological Diversity

CLI Country Led Initiatives

CPF Collaborative Partnership on Forests

DESA Department of Economic and Social Affairs
at UN Headquarters

ECOSOC Economic and Social Council of
the United Nations

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations

GOFs Global Objectives on Forests

IAF International Arrangement on Forests

IFF Intergovernmental Forum on Forests

IPF Intergovernmental Panel on Forests

ITTA International Tropical Timber Agreement

JPO Junior Professional Officer

MDGs Millennium Development Goals

NLBI Non Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of
Forests (also called Forests Instrument)

REDD+ Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and

non

Forest Degradation. "+" goes beyond
deforestation and forest degradation, and
includes the role of conservation, sustainable
management of forests and enhancement of
forest carbon stocks.

Rio+20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development held in 2012 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

SDGs Sustainable Development Goals

Sida Swedish International Development Cooperation
Agency

UN United Nations

UNCED United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development held in 1992 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change

UNFF United Nations Forum on Forests

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme

USG Under Secretary General
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Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft Federal Department of the Environment,
Confédération suisse Transport, Energy and Communications DETEC
Confederazione Svizzera

. R Federal Office for the Environment FOEN
Confederaziun svizra

International Affairs Division

CH-3003 Bern, FOEN, GRU

The United Nations Forum en Forests Secretariat
DC2-2301

Two UN Plaza

New York

NY 10017

USA

Reference: M511-0559
Your reference:

Our reference: PFR
Contact person: GRU
Bern, 16 December 2013

Assessment of the IAF 2013

Dear Madam, dear Sir,

I have the pleasure to send you the Swiss views and proposals on the International
Arrangement on Forests (IAF).

Sincerely Yours

Federal Office for the Environment FOEN
e

Z::ZPen:’?

Ambassador

Enclosures:
- Swiss views and proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF).

Copies to: AL, GRU, MAR, KCH, DUC

Franz Perrez

FOEN, International Affairs Division, 3003 Bem
Telephone +41 31 322 93 23, Telefax +41 31 323 03 49
Franz.Perrez@bafu.admin.ch

hitp: #Awww. bafu. admin.ch
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Schweizerische Eidgencssenschaft
Contédération suisse

Confederazions Svizzera
Confederaziun svizra

Swiss views and proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests

(IAF)
I: Introduction

For Switzerland, forests have great importance for economic and social well-being, as well as
for the maintenance of the environmental balance, for the protection against natural disasters,
as a habitat of biological diversity, as a CO;-sink, as a resource of timber and non-timber
products and services.

The underlying causes of global deforestation and forest degradation are beyond the control of
environment and forest ministries. Switzerland is therefore convinced that, due to the multi-
ple cross-sectoral and international interdependencies, the challenge of ensuring the sustaina-
ble forest management (SFM) can be best achieved through cooperation between and within
countries.

Switzerland is therefore convinced that a strong, international regime for forests is needed.

Since 1992, forests have been dealt with in the UN through various instruments and intergov-

ernmental fora for international forest policy development:
- The Non-legally Binding Authoritative Statement of Principles for a Global Consen-
sus on the Management, Conservation and Sustainable Development of all Types of

Forests (1992).

- The Intergovernmental Panel on Forests (IPF) (1995 — 1997) under the auspices of UN
CSD.

- The Intergovernmental Forum on Forests (IFF) (1997 — 2000) under the auspices of
UN CSD.

- The International Arrangement on Forests (IAF) composed by the United Nations Fo-
rum on Forests (UNFF) established by the ECOSOC in 2000 as a subsidiary body to
ECOSOC with a universal membership, representing the high level policy forum, and
the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (14 organizations/conventions related to for-
ests).

- The “Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All types of Forests“(2007).

The UNFF’s six designated functions were:

¢ To facilitate implementation of forest-related agreements and foster a common understand-
ing on sustainable forest management

¢ To provide for continued policy development and dialogue among governments, interna-
tional organizations, including Major Groups, as identified in Agenda 21 as well as to address
forest issues and emerging areas of concemn in a holistic, comprehensive and integrated man-
ner

* To enhance co-operation as well as policy and programme co-ordination on forest-related
issues

» To foster international co-operation

* To monitor, assess and report on progress of the above functions and objectives

¢ To strengthen political commitment to the management, conservation and sustainable devel-
opment of all types of forests.
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IT: Swiss answers to the format for soliciting views and proposals on the IAF

A: A full range of options for the IAF

Switzerland believes that the present IAF does not fill the expectations that were placed in the
IAF in 2000, nor in 2006. The reasons are elaborated below on the basis of the UNFF ques-
tionnaire.

It is noticeable to look back and see that international forest policy has been addressed by
quite a few different institutional set-ups since 1992.

Nevertheless, as it will be stated below, further development of the institutional set-up for
SFM is greatly needed. Political commitment and collective efforts at all levels need to be
further strengthened, to include forests on national and international development agendas, to
enhance national policy coordination and international cooperation and to promote intersec-
toral coordination at all levels for the effective implementation of SFM of all types of forests.

The follow-up organ/instrument to the present IAF should provide a coherent, comprehensive,
effective and efficient policy framework driving the implementation of SFM on the ground
through enhanced political awareness and political leadership.

Such an organ/instrument should be entrusted with/contain the formulation of a common vi-
sion and of common goals and targets for strengthening political commitment between sectors
within countries through policy deliberation, policy development, overarching policy guid-
ance. It should also allow for the monitoring of SFM with clear indicators worldwide.

The follow-up organ/instrument to the present IAF should be the UN global forest policy hub
for all other organizations/instruments related to sustainable forest management, including
sectors such as biodiversity, climate change, desertification, agriculture , energy, water, public
health, etc.

The follow-up organ/instrument to the present IAF should:
Streamline forests/forest policy/SFM in the global sustainable development agenda

» Bring forest governance to all LBAs relating to forests (UNFCCC, UNCCD, CBD,
CITES, ITTA as well as regional instruments) so as to reduce the fragmentation of de-
cisions and actions, as well as using synergies with forest related processes
Catalyze cooperation within and between countries, as well as foster the implementa-
tion of concrete actions at all levels
Monitor, analyze and report progress in implementation
Contribute to identifying challenges and emerging issues in forest related issues
Address forests in a nexus format: cross-sectoral rather than in isolation
Build its work on regional processes and knowledge
Operate peer-reviews of national forest policy

v

YV V¥V VY

Switzerland is convinced that a legally binding framework would be the simplest and best

approach to addressing in a cooperative spirit the common challenges of managing our forests

sustainably, because this approach involves:

- The strongest form of commitment

- The highest authority within the sector and across sectors

- The most effective instrument to generate additional resources at both international and
national levels

- The best instrument to ensure equal footing with other processes and conventions.

Switzerland 3
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Due to different challenges and conditions in the regions, a global legally binding instrument
replacing the IAF may take the format of a framework convention with a set of common over-
riding principles and goals, implemented through regional conventions/regional annexes of
the convention (as in UNCCD) or national and/or local targets for the standards and levels of
performance that need to be achieved or maintained (as in UNECE-WHO Protocol on Water
and Health, art. 6).

B: Performance of UNFF and its process since 2000 and future options for UNFF

B1 and B2: UNFF structure and performance

The United Nations Forum on Forests was established by the ECOSOC in 2000 as a subsidi-
ary body to ECOSOC with a universal membership. UNFF has been the only global high-
level intergovernmental policy body on Forests.

Despite its mandate, UNFF did not succeed to decide, in 2005, to develop a legal framework
on all types of forests. In 2006, the initial IAF (UNFF + CPF) was reconducted with some
changes, strengthening the interaction between the global forest policy dialogue and regional
and subregional level processes. In 2007, the NLBI was adopted.

Some of the relevant work in connection with enabling conditions for SFM has been done in
CLT's in support of the UNFF. (see B5)

UNFF, through the joint work of the CPF, dealing with forest financing, had an impact on
donors’ coordination, bringing much knowledge on forest financing worldwide, specifically
on the inadequacies/gaps/challenges of the financing system, as well as on the weaknesses in
the donor and recipient countries. But singling out one issue in the means of implementation,
and giving much time for it, made the discussion incomplete and has not allowed sufficient
time to discuss other substantive themes of SFM.

The Facilitative Process through focused regional meetings in Africa, the least developed
countries, the low-forest-cover countries, and the small islands has been one of the most posi-
tive ventures of UNFF. It showed the importance of looking into the financing challenges of
as well the opportunities for regional hot spots, spreading information on forest financing to
facilitate its access. Those seminars helped not only the recipients but also the donor coun-
tries/financing organizations in these regions to better focus the thematic of forest financing
according to local conditions, raising the efficiency of demands as well as of provisions.

UNFF did stimulate a wide reporting from regional organizations initiated through the Re-
gional Led-Initiative organized in 2008 by Australia and Switzerland. The regional organiza-
tions have been aware of UNFF work and have been discussing its results.

The objective of UNFF was to be the world platform for policy development and dialogue on
SFM. Unfortunately, it ended up being mostly an endless negotiation arena, with little imple-
mented soft law (NLBI and numerous resolutions), due to their non compulsory nature. The
resolutions have had little impact on other sectors or conventions. Side-events enabled sub-
stantial discussion and information exchange.

At the same time, the climate change convention has put forests far more in the limelight than
UNFF, even though mostly relating to the carbon.

The UNFF High Level sessions, long series of prepared interventions, have not been as inter-
active as one could have wished. There was little time for discussion due to their format.
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The NLBI reporting has been low (around 25%), but increased in 2012 through the organiza-
tion of some regional capacity building seminars. Therefore, its effectiveness as well as its
impact is hard to judge.

UNFF has attracted all the international organizations of the forest sector and those related to
it (among them the members of the CPF) but with a decreasing interest over the years. In ad-
dition, it did not succeed to establish regular links with the forest-related sectors that strongly
influence/impact the forest conservation and sustainable management.

Although it was in the IAF mandate, there has been little attention given to follow-up of all
the IFF and IPF proposals, partly because of poor institutional memory of countries due to
changes in staff and delegations. In addition, UNFF seems to invent new concepts/ventures,
forgetting to look back at the past work.

The website of UNFF has not been modernized for more than 6 years. It is increasingly diffi-
cult to find substantive documents of its new ventures that are hidden by video clips. Im-
provement is much needed so as to enable a quicker search of documents. Sometimes, im-
portant documents (such as those for the facilitative process) were placed in obscure locations
on the UNFF website. General public light communication seems to have been its unique pur-
pose.

At country-level, there is little institutional memory on the origin and purpose of UNFF and
the CPF. There is a certain sense of remoteness from problems on the ground. Coordination is
weak in capitals between experts on forests and those of other sectors, including with the fo-
cal points of the forest-related conventions. This also has impaired the work at UNFF.

B3: Future options (See A)

B4: UNFF and the post-2015 development agenda
This fully depends on the final format of the follow-up organ/instrument to the present IAF
and its role in the post-2015 development agenda.

BS: Country-Led initiatives and Ad Hoc Expert Groups

The Country-led/Organization-led/Region-Led initiatives have been numerous and very use-
ful to inform participating countries on more specific issues, discuss and develop them in in-
formal settings. It also allowed countries to deal with emerging issues. It played an important
role in exchange of experience and capacity building. Nevertheless, their findings were little
captured by the secretariat to enrich the documents for the sessions and the resolutions.

Some of the relevant work in connection with enabling conditions for SFM has been done in
CLIs in support of the UNFF. In the pivotal complex of forest governance (comprising ques-
tions on tenure and use rights, decentralization and the interplay and roles of different govern-
ance levels from national to local), since 2004 Switzerland, Indonesia, South Africa, Mexico
and the Ukraine have biannually organized a series of international workshops as country-led
initiatives in support of the United Nations Forum on Forests, bringing together countries un-
dergoing decentralization and governance reform, from around the globe and within regions,
in a spirit of mutual exchange and learning. The workshops in the series brought together a
mix of participants from Government, civil society, research institutions, community organi-
zations and the business sector. All were organized around key aspects of decentralization and
governance theory and practice in the context of the forest sector, and considered cross-
cutting issues of livelihoods, equity and sustainable development more generally. All were
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designed to draw lessons and recommendations for action by the United Nations Forum on
Forests and other key institutional actors and decision makers. The series of workshops can
also be considered as the contribution of UNFF to a larger debate on tenure rights which did
also manifest itself in the work of the Rights and Resources Initiative or the FAO Voluntary
Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the
Context of National Food Security (2012), and did also surface as a key aspect in the negotia-
tions of the UNFCCC and the REDD+ safeguards. In spite of the CLIs in support of the
UNFF and the crucial importance of the theme for the implantation of SFM, the themes, find-
ings and recommendations of the workshops were little captured in the official documents of
the UNFF sessions. A key document which encompasses the first four workshops and which
was jointly sent by Switzerland, Indonesia, South Africa and Mexico to the Secretary General
of the UN can be found at http://daccess-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/ UNDOC/GEN/N10/693/46/PDF/N1069346.pdf?OpenElement
(http://www.un.org/esa/forests/documents-unff. html#9 . Letter dated 2010/11/03 from the
Permanent Representatives of Switzerland, Indonesia, South Africa and Mexico to the United
Nations addressed to the Secretary-General « E/CN.18/2011/16)

Ad Hoc Expert Groups have been preparing, through intersessional meetings, the sessions of
UNFF on specific items of the agenda. Somehow, their work has not always been advancing
the work of UNFF as the same discussions restarted at UNFF sessions. This might have
served more as capacity building than anything else.

B6: Engagement of major groups

The multistakeholder (i.e. major groups) dialogues were given a half day session in the mid-
dle of the UNFF sessions, looking more like a “side event”, and were poorly attended by very
few delegations. These dialogues had little impact on the formal decision-making as major
groups were not integrated in the plenaries. Their participation was ghettoized with this sepa-
rate dialogue session.

B7: Impacts of the International Year on Forests (IAF)/International Day of Forests

At global level the 2011 International Year on Forests created increased attention on the im-
portance of forests, at least within the UN processes. Switzerland has been honored during
IAF, having one of the six best forest policies and legislation.

At national level, some countries used this opportunity for promoting forests and sustainable
forest management nationally, even if it is difficult to find the right ways of communication in
a time of overflow information on all sorts of topics. It is also challenging to keep the atten-
tion on forests on a long term basis due to their slow growing nature.

C: Non-legally binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (NLBI)

It is difficult to judge to which extent the Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of
Forests (NLBI) has been implemented since reporting was low (2011: only 16 reports: 2012:
55). The only advantage it might have brought is through some cross-sectoral coordination
within countries, supported by some UNFF seminars. The rate of reporting is still too low. In
some countries, it did not bring additional national financing resources because of its volun-
tary nature.

Apart from the Global Objective on Forests number 4 (GOF4), the 3 others lack precise indi-
cators. The non legally binding nature of the GOFs did not influence the forest-related con-

ventions’ decisions as they have their own, legally binding goals and have more precise tar-
gets.
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According to the study on forest financing of the CPF, the Global Objective on Forests 4 (Re-
verse the decline in official development assistance for sustainable forest management and
mobilize significantly increased, new and additional financial resources from all sources for
the implementation of sustainable forest management) has been reversed, mainly due to
REDD activities as well as a window for financing SFM within the GEF.

The GOFs might be a basis to build on a SDG on forests if it is so decided. But any SDG will
need more precise targets and indicators. So the development of SDGs might possibly run in
parallel to the NLBI GOFs and the SDG process should be given priority given its impact and
political importance.

Section D: The Forum’s secretariat

Countries continuously asked for information on the structure, number of employees and their
tasks as well as financial mechanisms, especially given the large number of consultants that
have been engaged to link with national UNFF focal points to write reports. Lack of transpar-
ency was one of the reasons of little response for contributions of the trust fund of UNFF.

The participation of UNFF staff in other international forest-related foras has not been as ac-
tive as one would wish. Although MOUs were signed between UNFF secretariat and other
organizations, it is unclear what they encompass and how this had any effect on the work of
either UNFF or the given organizations/conventions. . There was also no analysis or reports
on these MOUs.

It is also noticeable that some important members of the CPF have not seconded any staff
lately as they did in the past.

The funding of the extrabudgetary activities of the secretariat has not been clear.

The secretariat engaged in some activities/ documents that were not agreed upon by the coun-
tries/ Bureau.

Section E: CPF and CPF members

The CPF has been an important platform for getting some of the 14 organizations to discuss
and come forward with very useful documents on common issues such as climate change and
more recently with great knowledge, the forest financing. The sourcebook on forest financing
has also been an important asset, although it is difficult to know how useful it has been to re-
cipients countries. The main problem of the CPF is that it is not a body headed by UNFF as
most members are independent conventions driven by their own governing bodies. This had
an effect on the low level of participation of some of its members, by lack of time and financ-
€s.

It is unclear how the CPF members have transmitted the work of UNFF into their constituen-
cies.

Recent developments on SDGs have not been addressed in a concerted manner.

Section F: Financing options and strategies
The facilitative process has been of great value to increase the understanding of the funding

sources and mechanisms, the obstacles to access them and to join regional donors with coun-
tries. It also had a great value in capacity building.
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Forest financing must come mostly from national sources (public and private). As far as inter-
national support is needed, the recent Warsaw REDD+ framework might influence other fu-
ture forest finance processes. It states that results-based payments cannot be received without
first a presentation of a summary report on safeguards (with forest governance as an important
aspect). Unfortunately forest governance in many countries is yet to evolve to create the prop-
er conditions for improved access to and increased funding, including accountability and
transparency.

A legally binding instrument would be the only set-up that would allow for a global forest
fund, as this is the case in other instruments. On the other side, the implementation of a legal-
ly binding instrument needs new and additional finances.

UNFF is not the appropriate institution for such a fund, as it is a policy forum and not an im-
plementing agency. Cooperation with existing funding mechanisms should also be included in
the reviewing different options.

In conclusion:
Past assessments and lessons learnt have not received the necessary follow-up and thus
had no recognizable impact; this assessment must be taken more seriously
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THE PERMANENT MISSION OF THE SYRIAN ARAB
REPUBLIC TO THE UNITED NATIONS
820 Secorc Ave., *5th Floor, New Yark, N, Y. 100%7
Tel {212) 661-1313
Fax: i212) 983.4433%
Email: Exesec.syria@gmail.com

PM/2013/ 760 16 December 2013

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations presents its
compliments to the Scerctariat ol the of the United Nattons Forum on Forest in the
Department of Economic and Social Alfairs, and lollowing the sceretariat’s  letter dated 25
October 2013, regarding request for submission of views and proposals on the inlernational
arrangement on forest IAL', The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic o the United
Nations has the honor to attach herewith a CD and format which include views and proposals
of the Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform in Syrian Arab Republic responding on
the above mentioned letter.

The Permancnt Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations avails irself of
its opportunily o the Secretariat ol the United Nations Forest Forum, and the assurances of its
highest consideration.

Bashar Ja’afari
Ambassador
PermpntnpRepresentative
0 et . .

Mr. Jan L. McAlpine,
Scerctariat of the United Nations Forest Forum
Department of Economic and Social Affairs
Attachmant: 2 Pages and CD
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Ministry of agriculture and agrarian reform
Name of afficial submitting the views: faorest directorate
Address: Damascus - Syria
fax:00963112240826
g-mail:forestry@mail.sy
* A legally binding instrument an all types of forest
Section B:

g.1. According that the changes which occur in forest sector happens graduaily, so the
period 2 years to held UNFF meeting and its current structure is suitable

B 7- UNFFs achieves through ECGSOC Reselution 2000/35 8 and ECOSOC
Resoludion 2006/49 9 an useful instrument hy establishing the United Nations Forum on
forest as an intergovernmental body on sustainable forest management

One of the strong point that the United Nations Forum on forest considers
-to promote the sustainabie inanagement of all types of forest.

- to promote the implementations of internationally agreed actians on forests at national,
regiona! and global levels .

- to enhance cooperation as welt as policy and pragram coordination on forest-related issues
among relevant international and regional organizations, institutions and instruments as
well to contribute to synergies among them, including coordination among donors

. to enhance the contribution of forest to achievement of the internationally agreed
development goals

5 2. UNEF have to consider on biodiversity, Climate changes, and economic values of forest
ecosystems

5.4~ UNFF will plays decisive rote in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs

[+ & — County-led initiative and ad hoc hoe expert group have an important role and impact,
they give learn lesson, and give pioneer case for work groups, they add values through their
experience.

B.6- it will gives good chance to enhance information exchange, and feedback.

i2.7- The international vear of forest and the international day of forest form good occasion
for public awareness to the importance of forest and its direct and indirect henefit and
ather services, and to indicate to the threatened forest.
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C.1 Adeguate
C.2- No suggestions, the progress adequate
C.3- GOF1 : Adequate
GOF2: Adeguate
GOF 3: Adequate
GOF 4: Adequate
C.4 The progress is adequate .

C.u-through : ECOSOC Resolution 2000735 &, ECOSOC Resolution 2006/49 G, resolution 1 of
UNFF7 and its annex 10. Resolution 2 of UNFF10 11

C.6- through : country-led initiative ad hoc expert, training, work-groups, exchange
knowledge. :

D.1- Adequate
0.2- Establishment work-groups at regional and gicbal levels .
D.3- Establishment an interactive netwark.

Sertion B

2 1 They have good impacts on implementation of sustainable forest management, and
they are sufficient

F.2- through increasing and enhancement of cooperation between CPF and UNFF

Seriion @

F.%- Applied binding tax on the investment in forest, creation of voluntary global forest fund

F.2- Specification continues fund, and continues tax, especially from developed country
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THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA
MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND TOURISM
TANZANIA FOREST SERVICES (TFS) AGENCY

Address: “TFS”

Phone No: (+255)-(022)2864249
Fax Na: (+255) — 022 - 2864255
E-mail”mpingo@tfs.go.tz

P.O.Box 40832,
DAR-ES-SALAAM

On Reply please quote: 15/10/2013

Ref. No. TFS. 135/545/01

United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat - DESA
One United Nations Plaza - DC1-1245E

Tel: 917-367-4244

Fax: 917-367-3186

E-mail: Unffi@un.org
RE: VIEWS AND PROPOSALS ON THE INTERNATIONAL ARRANGEMENT
ON FORESTS
Please refer to the above heading.

Tanzania — Forest Sector through Tanzania Forest Services (TFS) Agency received the
format for soliciting views and proposals on International Arrangement on Forests.

Please, find attached the filled form for your further processing.

\

JumaS. Mgoo
Chief Executive
Copy:

(i)  Mr Hossein Moeini-Meybodi — E-mail: moeinif@meybodi@un.org
(i) ~ Ms Thida Sam — E-mail: sam@un.org
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization: MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND TOURISM (MNRT),
TANZANIA FOREST SERVICES AGENCY (TFS)

Name of official submitting the views: JUMA S. MGOO - CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Address: P.0. BOX 42133, DAR ES SALAAM, TANZANIA, MPINGO HSE, NYERERE ROAD
Phone/Fax: +255 222864249; FAX: +255 222864257; CELL: +255 785 843599

E-mail: mpingo @tfs.go.tz; ]Smgoo @hotmail.com; ]Smgoo@gmail.com

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAF:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) -

[ X

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels: The structure is sufficient but there is need to improve link and effectiveness of the
bureau and the country relevant office or focal person.

B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494: 1.Recognizing the importance of
the international year of forests with enhanced public concern for environment protection
including increased tree planting by individuals and small tree growers; 2.Recognizing the
decline of the ODA enhanced establishment of national mechanisms for financing of
sustainable forest management; 3.Recognizing expert groups being important in sustainable
forest managment initiatives such as establishment of private-public-partnerships in private
forest establishment. 4.Considering the contribution of major groups in achieving SFM
ehnaced more advocacy on conservation.
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B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: UNFF to strengthen collaboration
with member countries on implementation of IAF and Global objectives on forests as may
necessarily be improved over time.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: Making emphasis on the importance forests for Sustainable Development
includingd maintenance of stable ecosystems and provision of habitats for life support
systems, leave alone enahcing livelihood for the majority of forests neiboring and dependent
communities. There should therefore be deliberations for enhacing the Global Forest Fund
(GFF) to be functional to assist members states in securing finances for implementation of
such issues as emerging and of global concern.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF: The role should include to encourage countries to participate but there is Limited
impact due to minimal emphasis and understanding of member states' roles due to limited
participation.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement: There should be effective networking between
groups in member states in order of building their capacity interms of understanding their
roles on SFM. However, directives for involvement of major groups are not known by
memberd.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Y ear of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests: It
has created awareness on forests; increased attitude to plant trees among communities and
public in general. Else, it enhences commitment of decision makers and opinion leardes in
raising awareness on the importance of forests and need for tree planting.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

X|  Adequate
[] Inadequate
[] Not sure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:Commitent of all member states on
implementing the instruments should be emphasized.

Tanzania 3
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C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOFI: <] [ L]
GOF2: [] X L]
GOF3: L] X []
GOF4: X L] L]

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress: Information sharing between member
states; effective systems for follow-up of implementation GOFs in all levels including
involvment of expert groups.

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa: alignement of forest Instruments and GOFs
with policies, nfps and legislation.

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: concerned with new development
challenges the both the forest instruments and GOFs are essential in addressing SFM in that
arena; emphasizing the importance of management, conservation and sustainable
development of all types of forests.

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

[] Adequate
[l Inadequate
X]  Not sure

Additional explanation:

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively:

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened:

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

Tanzania 4
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E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception:

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum:

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and

trees outside forests: Development of national forest fund; Promote development of other
specialized funds;

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options: Development of relevant frameworks to support establishment
of funds; Assess the available financing options and their effectivenss; Explore opportunities
for forest financing at national level; Strengthen research; UNFF to collaborate with CPF
members in building capacity of member states on forest financing matters; establish
favourable conditions on reversing the decline in official development assistance.
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No. 56101/5}

The Permanent Mission of Thailand to the United Nations presents
its compliments to the United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat, with
reference to the latter’s Note No. UNFF-13-L-HMM-219 of 16 July 2013,
soliciting views and proposals from Member States and other relevant
stakeholders on the international arrangement on forests (IAF).

In this connection, the Permanent Mission of Thailand to the United
Nations would like to transmit herewith the completed “format™ on the IAF.

The Permanent Mission of Thailand to the United Nations avails

itself of this opportunity to renew to the United Nations Forum on Forests
Secretariat the assurances of its highest consideration.

Permanent Mission of Thaﬂand to the U ited Nations,

United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat,
NEW YORK. Thailand 1
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CountrSn’Organization: Thailand / Royal Forest Department
Date of Submission; 30 October 2013

UNFF Intersessional Activities on the International Arrangement on Forests
Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the Internationzl Arrangement on Forests
United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat
July 2013

1. According to the multi-year programme of wotk adopted in 2007, the overall theme of the eleventh
session of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF11} in 2015 will be “Forests: progress, challenges
and the way forward for the international arrangement on forests {LAF).” At this session, the Forum will
review the effectiveness of the IAF and decide on its fiture,!

2. In preparation for UNFF11 in 2015, the Forum has made a number of decisions during the last
fourteen years.2 Most recently, Member States through Resolution 10/2 of UNFF10 decided to undertake
several intersessional activities to ensure UNFF11 has a strong basis to review the effectiveness of the
TAF and make a decision on the future of the IAF.

3. QOne of the three components of the intersessional activities on the IAF, as outlined in Resolution
10/2 of UNFF10, is to solicit views from Member States and other relevant stakeholders on the TAF.
Specifically, the Resolution invites couniries, the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, its member
organizations, other relevant organizations, relevant regional and subregional forest-related mechanisms,
institutions, instraments, organizations and processes, major groups and other stakeholders to submit
views and proposals to the Forum’s Secretariat on the six key issues set out in paragraph 5 of the same
resolution, and the full range of options on the future international arrangement on forests. The UNFF
Secretariat should provide the compilation of these views and proposals to the first meeting of the ad hoc
expert group (AHEG1) on the JAF3,

4, This format has been prepared by the Forum’s Secretariat to facilitate submission of the inputs on
the IAF to AHEG1. The eclectronic version of this format ds available ah
(hitp:/fwww.on.otg/esa/forests/docs/Views-on-IAF.doc). Member States and other relevant stakeholders
are invited to download this format and use it to submit their views and proposals in English. The
explanation in each box should not exceed 150 words. Member States and other stakeholders are kindly
requested to submit the original copy of the completed format in word processing sofiware, with a
scatined copy of the oificial letter from their respective organizatiory/ministry/mission, via email to:
unff@un.org, with copy to Mr, Hossein Moeini-Meybodi at: moeini-meybodi@un.org, and Ms. Thida
Sam at: sam?2@un.org. All inputs should be sent to the UNFF Secretariat by 30 October 2013.

1 Resolution 1 of UNFF7 and its annex (E/2007/42), please see:

biep://dacoess-dds-ny. un. org/doc/UN DOC/GEN/MN07/349/3 | /PDFMN073493 1 .pdf?OpenElement

2 ECOSOC Resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/49, Resolution 1 of UNFF7 and its annex (E/2007/42} and Resolution 2 of
UNFF10 and its annex {(E/2013/42)

1QP 5 and 6 of Resoplution 2 of UNFF10 aad paragraph 2 of its annex- Please see:

hittp://daccess-dds-ny. bn.org/dog/UNDQC/GEN/N13/331/50/PDF/N1333 1 90.pdf?OpenElement

1
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization: Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment / Royal Faresy
Department '

Name of official submitting the views: Mr.Sumet Sirilak, Director of Foreign Forestry Division
and Mr. Suchat Kalayawongse, Director of Forestry Economic Division

Address: 61 Phaholyothin Rd., Ladyao, Chatuchack, Bangkok 10900 THAILAND
Phone/Tax: +662-561-4292 ext. 5036

E-mail; ssluckforest@hotmail.com, suchat_forester@yzhoo.com

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A.1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
JAF:

>0 A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current JAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) -

L] 0]

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum en Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000
and future options for UNFF :

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessaty actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels: Sufficient

B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
fimetions, as stated in ECOSOC resoltions 2000/35 and 2006/49%: With regard to the UNFF's
performance ,most of member countries adopted to promote the sustainable management
of all types of forest and the enhancement of the coordination and cooperation among
Governments,international organizations  and public-private partnerships  for the
improvement of forest resources and local communities including the peoples whose
livelihoods depend on forests.

4 Pleasg see these docurments at;
- hup:/iwww.un.org/esa/forests/pdf/200Q 35 E.pdf
- hupwww.unorglesa/forests/pdifiaf/2006_49_E.pdf

2
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B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF; Establishment of IAF and Global
Forest Fund so that the UNFF will not only provide policy guidedance but also
implementation on the ground. )

B4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: The role of UNFF should support the achievement of the UN Post-2015
development agenda and the SDG, ESP, implementation on the ground.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF: N/A

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement: It's effective only on awareness raising but no
clear actions on implementation on the ground.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the Intemational Year of Forests and the Intetnational Day of
Forests in promoting greaier awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests: In
Thailand, the major stakeholders pay commitment to promote the greater awareness and
strengthening political and public commitments on forests. At the international level, we do
not have sufficient information. '

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument ¢n All Types of Forests (Forest Iustrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs) '

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

[1 Adequate
Pd  Inadequate
[1 Not sure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress; Need more supports on technical and
financial to improve the progress ,and also the monitoring and evalutions for better
improvement.

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOFI: O X |
GOF2: M g - ]
GOF3: ] [ ]
GOF4: O X ]

3
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C.4 Please provide snggestions on how to improve progress: Need more resources on technical and
finacial to support the implementation, and also the monitoring and evalutions for better
improvement,

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa: It is wvery much contribute to other
conventions such as UNFCCC, CBD, UNCCD, CITES, etc.

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: GOFs can supprol various activities
related to forest which contribute/implement to post-2015 UN development agenda and SDG.

Section D; The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Piease indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

[] Adeguate
Bd adequate
Not sure

Additional explanatiom: Require more staff and budget to increase the effectiveness of the work.

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s} on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively: Need regional UNFF officers to closely work with members in each
region.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secrefariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened: Should have both regional and global forum for UNFF and have
more frequently meetings/activities.

Section E; CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFEF since its mception: The
impacts of CPF and CPF's member are not sufficient to achieve the goals of UNFF

E.2 Please desctibe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum: Establishment of valuntary Global Forest Fund.

4
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Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests; Agree to create the voluntary Gloval Forest Fund. UN should establish
measures to generate resources to put in the funds for the implementation.

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options: Initially, UNFF all concerned parties should have a committee to
create the establishment of the fund and appropiate methods of contributions such as;

1. voluntary contribution from UN developed countries

2. Other global fund, such as GEF, CPF, FCPF, etc. should clearly indicate proportion to support
the program of work for forestry development with this financial mechanism.

3. Voluntary donation from private sectors

5
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PERMANENT MISSION OF TUNISIA
TO THE UNITED NATIONS
31 BEEKMAN PLACE
NEW YORK, NY 10022

2oyl auysponll aealall diell
danall pell 2okiuy gul

EppereTy

ap2013 WAA? =

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Tunisia to the United Nations
presents its compliments to the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and has
the honor to convey, herewith, the views and proposals of the Tunisian Authorities
on the International Arrangement on Forests.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Tunisia to the United Nations has
the honor to convey that Mr. Sassi Day will represent Tunisia in the Workshop on
the International Arrangement on Forests to be held in Vienna, October 22" and
23", 2013.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Tunisia to the United Nations
avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the United Nations Forum on Forests
(UNFF) the expression of its highest consideration. ﬂk i

York, October 16", 2013

United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat
Depzrtment of Economic and Social Affairs
DC2-2301, Two UN Plaza, New York, NY 10017, USA
Phone: +1 212 963 3401 / +1 917 367 4244

Fax: +1 917 367 3186
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization: Ministry of Agriculture - General Directorate of Forests
Name of official submitting the views: Youssef SAADANI

Address: 30, Rue Alain Savary 1002 Tunis Tunisia

Phone/Fax: +21671848892 / +21671801922

E-mail: ysaadani04@yahoo.fr

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAF:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) -

L] UL

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels: Non, la structure actuelle de I'UNFF et ses sessions biannuelles sont insufiisantes
pour prendre les mesures adequates et fournir les conseils politique et technique a tous les
problémes et questions liés a la gestion de tous types de foréts dans le Monde.

B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494: La performance essentielle de
I'UNFF est de servir comme forum international permettant de soulever et discuter les
problemes majors du secteur forestier et les questions intersectorielles connexes (pauvreté,
changement climatique, développement durable, économie verte, etc.). Les principales
réalisations sont:

- Adoption et appui a la mise en oeuvre des propositions d'actions IPF/IFF

- Appui a la formulation et mise en ceuvre des programmes forestiers nationaux,

- Réflexion sur l'instrument juridique international sur les foréts

Tunisia 2
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- Etude sur les possibilités du finanacement durable du secteur des foréts.

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: - Mettre les moyens pour la mise en
oeuvre de la gestion durable des foréts; notamment la mise en place d'un fond forestier
international.

- Developper et instaurer une convention spécifique ou arrangement international sur les
foréts.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: - Faire valoir le role du secteur forestier dans la mise en ceuvre de 1'agenda de
developpement de I'UN post-2015 et les objectifs de developpement durable,

- Mettre en exergue la contribution du secteur des foréts a la sécurité alimentatire et la
nutrition.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF: Etudier des questions majeures liées a la gestion durable de tous types de foréts et
faciliter la discussion et la prise de resolutions.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement: L'engagement actuel des groupes majeurs est
varié et a titre volontaire. La mise en place d'un instrument jurique international est de
nature a améliorer l'engagement des divers parties dans le travail de I'UNFF pour la gestion
durable de tous types de foréts.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests: Ces
deux evenements constituent des opportunités pour discuter les différentes questions liées
au secteur des foréts et pour renforcer les efforts pour une meilleure sensibilisation des
décideurs et du grand public pour la préservation et le développement des ressources
forestiéres; notamment a travers des journées et des camapagnes de reboisement.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

[] Adequate
[] Inadequate
X Not sure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress: Développement d'un instrument legal.

Tunisia 3
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C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: X ] ]
GOF2: X [] L]
GOF3: X ] L]
GOF4: ] X ]

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:Developper des mécanismes nationaux et
internationaux pour le financement durable des foréts

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa: faible contribution vu que la mise en oeuvre
de l'instrument forestier n'est pas obligatoire pour les pays.

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: La préservation, le développement et la
gestion intégrée avec la participation des populations locales des ressources forestieres
permettraient le développement socio-économique durable et la préservation de
I'environnement pour les générations actuelles et futures.

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

[] Adequate
[l Inadequate
X]  Not sure

Additional explanation: Secretariat pas représentée a l'échelle régionale et nationale.

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively: Etendre la structure du Secretariat a I'échelle des pays et régions.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened: Assurer plus de concertation avec la FAO en établissant des
secretariats mixtes et de groupes de travail conjoints.

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

Tunisia 4
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E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception: Les
impacts et l'efficience des programmes et actions du CPF restent insuffisants pour la mise en
oeuvre du programme et des resolutions de l'UNFF.

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the

Forum: Par la participation aux différentes réunions et sessions de 'UNFF, la coordination et
1'organisation de manifestations et la mise cen oeuvre d'activités conjointes CPF-UNFF

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and

trees outside forests: Ceci est possible a travers le développement d'un systéeme de payement
des services environnementaux rendus par les foréts et l'ajustement des systémes de
comptabilité nationale dans pour tenir compte du concept de 1'économie verte.

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options: - Aider les pays a évaluer les biens et services rendus par le
secteur forestier,

- Inciter les pays a adopter des reformes institutionnelles; notamment les systemes de
comptabilité publique,

- Aider a l'expérimentation et la vulgarisation des systémes de payement des services
environnementaux rendus par les foréts,

- Etablir un fond international pour le finanacement des foréts et activités forestieres.

Tunisia 5
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MOCTIMHE NMPEJACTABHHIITBO PERMANENT MISSION
YKPAIHH OF UKRAINE
TTPH OPTAHIBALT OB’€AHAHHUX TO THE UNITED NATIONS
HALTH
220 East 515t Street A
Phone : (212) 759 70 03 New York, N.Y.,10022 E-mail: uno_us@mfa.gov.ua
Fax: (212) 35594 55 hitp://www.mfa.gov.ua/uno

4 H133/05- 199fon2-4 009

The Permanent Mission of Ukraine to the United Nations presents its
compliments to the United Nations Forum on Forest Secretariat and has the
honour to transmit herewith the information on soliciting views and proposals
on the International Agreement on Forests (IAF) by State Forest Agency of
Ukraine.

The Permanent Mission of Ukraine to the United Nations avails
itself of this opportunity to renew to the United Nations Forum on Forest
Secretariat the assurances of its highest considcraticz/

Attachment: 6 pages.

United Nations Forum on Forest Secretariat
New York
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization: State Forest Resources Agency of Ukraine

Name of official submitting the views: Kornienko Viktor, Head of Science, International
Cooperation and Public Relation Division of State Forest Resources Agency of Ukraine

Address: 9A Shota Rustavely str., Kiev Ukraine
Phone/Fax: +380442342635
E-mail: vpk@dklg.gov.ua

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A.1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAF:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current [AF

Continuation of the current [AF

Other options (please describe) regional legally
binding agreements on forets

X

Keeping in mind that different countries have
different attitude to legally binding agreement
] Oon all types of forets it will be beneficial to
develop, negotiate and implement regional
legally binding agreements on forets. Such
agreements could influence on concrete region
and in more extent consider demands and
characteristics of sustainable forest
management of such concrete region -

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels: Ukraine supports the practice of UNFF sessions every two years and sees that the
Forum sessions provide an excellent opportunity to exchange experiences and views on the
agenda. Materials for each session provide an excellent opportunity to monitor trends in
forestry. But along with this it is worth to shorten length of the sessions up to one week.

Ukraine 2
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B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494:

» UNFF is serving as a platform for discussion problems of sustainable forest management at
global perspective.

¢ Under UNFF umbrella it was eleborated and adopted forest instrument and global
objectives on forests.

» Under UNFF umbrella it is carried out important and useful studies, in particular on
assessment of trends and ways of financial support to forestry, the role of forests in economic
development etc.

e Under the initiative of UNFF it was organized and conducted the international year of
forests and provided assistance in introduction of the International Day of the forest

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: Continuation of the discussion of
the main problems and challenges in forestry in a global perspective; promotion of relevant
research; condaction of expert meetings.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: As a platform for discussion of problems and challenges of sustainable forest
management in global perspective UNFF will further enhance the awareness of the major
trends in sustainable forest management and provide the information support.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF: Both components of UNFF work are important and useful. Country-Led initiatives in
most cases facilitate the exchange of experiences and raise awareness about certain issues of
sustainable forest management at the regional scale. Expert Groups provide elaboration of
proposals on the set of question involving a wide range of experts from around the world.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement: Involvement of major groups in UNFF work
provides the best opportunity to involve the public in the discussion on challenges of the
sustainable forest management.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests: We
believe that the International Year of Forests and the annual celebration of the International
Day of forests strengthens the status of forests and forestry in each country and provides
additional drive information in the public aimed at raising awareness of the problems and
challenges of forests and forestry.
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Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

Xl Adequate
[] Inadequate
[] Notsure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:Strengthening of implementation of
forest instrument could be achieved on the one hand by increasing of financial support for
forest sector, on the other hand be enhancing communication with governments and the
public on the implementation of the main components of forest instrument.

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: X ] [l
GOF2: X [] ]
GOF3: =Y [] L]
GOF4: X ] ]

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

GOF1 and GOF 2 - Enhancement of outreach with governments and society

GOF4 - Increasing volume of financial support not only for developing countries but also for
other categories of countries, especially for countries with economy in transition.

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa: Global objectives on forests intertwined with
other international environmental conventions, in particular implementation of 3d global
objective on forests has a direct link to the Convention on Biological Diversity

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: Global objectives on forests intertwined
with other international environmental conventions and directly have an impact on
improving the environment of the planet

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat
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D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

K] Adequate
[] Inadequate
[] Not sure

Additional explanation:

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively: Increasing financial resources on it functioning

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened: Increased financial resources and strengthening of
communication aimed at strengthening the role of the Secretariat

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception: Members
of CPF provide technical and partial financial support inter alia for conducting meetings of
experts in the framework of UNFF

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum: Continuation of technical work and increase financial support inter alia for
participation in the UNFF activities

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests:

We consider it appropriate to work on strengthening existing financial mechanisms for
supporting sustainable forest management, which among other things should include:

« Simplification and harmonization mechanisms and approaches the allocation of financial
support.

« Enlargement of directions and areas of allocation of financial support.

» More focus on the special needs of each country.

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options:

1. Creating additional department under UNFF Secretariat that would be responsible for
provision of methodological and technical support for countries aimed to explain the
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opportunities, challenges and approaches for obtaining financial support.

2. Conduct of the survey to identify areas of required international financial support for
sustainable forest management including the provision of expirience exhange, technologies
transfer and the acquisition of specialized equipment and machinery.

3. Targeting CPF members on the needs of countries.

Ukraine 6

259



E/CN.18/AEG/2014/INF/1

THE REPRESENTATIVE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO THE
UNITED NATIONS

To Whom It May Concern:

The United States’ Mission to the United Nations is pleased to provide its submission of input for the
review of the International Arrangement on Forests. Our mission thanks the United Nations Forum on
Forests for allowing us to provide our views for this review.

Regards,

Julie Kim
ECOSOC Advisor
U.S. Mission to the U.N.
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Ministry / Organization: Foreign Affairs /U.S. Department of State
Name of official submitting the views: R. Watson
Address: 2201 C. Street, Washington, DC 20520
Phone/Fax: 202 647 2151

E-mail: watsonrp@state.gov

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A.1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAF:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF
Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) We recommend
enhancing the current International

X]  Arrangement on Forests, including through
strengthening the role of the CPF to realize its
full potential.

([

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at

all levels: We believe the practice of large-scale biennial meetings is not the most effective use
of resources to enrich the international policy dialogue on forests. It is our view that such
high-level meetings could take place only every four years, with a more flexible and dynamic
intersessional process linked to other processes, including those of CPF and its member
organizations.

B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494: The top six achievements of UNFF

to date are 1) Creation of the CPF, 2) agreement on the NLBI and the GOFs 3) Database on
financing, 4) Streamlining of Forest Data Reporting (through the CPF), 5) Enhancing
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international focus on reforestation and forest restoration, 6) raising awareness of forests
issues in the UN system and more broadly, including through the International Year of Forests
(IYF) and the International Day of Forests (IDOF).

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: As noted in A1, above, the United
States recommends enhancing the current International Arrangement on Forests, including
through strengthening the role of the CPF to realize its full potential.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: The potential role of the UNFF might be to highlight the importance of
conserving, sustainably using, and restoring forests for achieving broader development goals.
It might also serve as a conduit for taking a more cross-sectoral view of forests. The UNFF is
not an implementing agency and its role in "implementing” the post-2015 development and
SDGs needs to be strictly consistent with its mandate for promoting dialogue and mobilizing
political will.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF:

We think that the CLI, OLI, and AHEGs which draw from the UNFF Multi-year program of
work (MYPOW) are effective and at times more productive than the UNFF official meetings,
allowing for more frank dialogue, focus on specific topics, and (especially through CLIs)
genuine buy-in from countries, regions, and organizations involved.

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement:

Since UNFF is a political, rather than an operational, body there are natural limits on the role
of major groups in this forum. Still, the continued relevance of UNFF into the future will in
large part depend on strenthening the engagement of actors beyond national governments
and intergovernmental organizations. The UNFF Secretariat engagement with Major Groups
has improved the quality and relevance of MG input to more recent meetings. CLIs also
provide space for stronger MG participation.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests:

IYOF and IDOF are useful tools especially for conveying information to individuals outside the
forest community. The US Forest Service received a significant amount of press coverage for
activities related to IYOF and IDOF. Domestically, [YOF was a platform for the US to focus and
highlight work on urban forests, wood as a "green” building material, and our watershed
accessments.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)
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C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

Xl Adequate
(] Inadequate
[] Notsure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress: The United States believes that progress
is accurately and usefully measured in terms of actual progress towards achieving the GOFs,
and an accounting of actions taken to achieve the substantive actions recommended by the
NLBI, although policy and programmatic references to the "Global Objectives on Forests"” or
the "NLBI” may not always be explicit. By this measure, we believe there has been significant
action by many countries and organizations, and assessments of the NLBI and GOFs have
helped recognize this. Assessments by UNFF and others should pay careful attention to
assessing the extent to which content of the goals and the actions called for in the NLBI are
being taken, even when the language is not identical to the specific text.

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: ] X L]
GOF2: ] X L]
GOF3: ] X ]
GOF4: X L] L]

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress: Progress has been made in restoring
degraded forest lands in some places, and at stabilizing gross forest cover in temperate and
boreal regions. However, the loss of primary forests remains a central concern, particularly
in the humid tropics, since this is where deforestation rates are fastest and the loss of
biodiversity is most acute. Progress could be improved by a more explicit focus on
addressing the drivers of deforestation of primary tropical forests, such as industrial-scale
agriculture, as well as mining, infrastructure development, and human settlements. Some
progress has been made in improving livelihoods of indigenous and other forest dependent
local communities in some places, particularly through the recognition of local land and
resource tenure and the spread of community-based forest conservation, but more remains to
be done on this. ODA for forest finance has increased dramatically since 2007, thus progress
on GOF4 must be deemed adequate, although mobilizing additional resouces from domestic
resources and the private sector is needed.

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa: As noted above in C.2, this question should be
answered in terms of substantive progress on implementing the particular actions and goals
articulated in the NLBI. Clearly, slowing the loss of primary tropical forests is key to
addressing the terrestrial dimension of the extinction crisis that is at the heart of the
Convention on Biological Diversity. Similarly, restoring degraded forest lands is central to
achieving the objectives of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification. Conversely, the
focus on REDD+ in the UNFCCC since 2007 has given a boost to efforts to implement many of
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the objectives of the NLBI.

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: As addressed at Rio+20, the
conservation, sustainable management and restoration of forests and ecosystems are central
for efforts to achieve food and water security, as well as conserve biodiversity and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. A continued focus on sustainable forest management, including
articulating the GOFs and provisions of the NLBI, can reinforce this message and be relevant
for discussions on related issues such as land, degradation, food security and sustainable
agriculture, and biodiversity.

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

X Adequate
[ Inadequate
[] Notsure

Additional explanation: The UNFF Secretariat's dedicated and hardworking staff has been a key
reason for UNFF accomplishments over the past years, in particular the critical functions of
servicing and facilitating an effective UNFF intergovernmental process and catalyzing
complementary action by CPF members and the Major Groups in support of UNFF objectives.
The continued compact structure and an efficient use of resources can make the UNFF
Secretariat a positive model for UN institutional stability and appropriate restraint. UNFF
members, in UNFF sessions and outcomes, must provide clear priorities for the Secretariat's
work, so that limited resources and personnel can be focused on essential work.

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively: It is critical that the Secretariat remain focused on its central role in
UNFF and the CPF. The Secretariat should not exceed its mandate and resources by straying
into the implementation of activities that can be and are carried out by Member States, the
CPF and its member organizations, other capacity-building organizations, and Major Groups.
Stronger engagement of stakeholders and Major Groups in UNFF processes might allow the
Secretariat to more effectively tap the diverse institutional and intellectual resources of the
NGO, scientific and private sector communities.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened: The United States sees the CPF as a major success of UNFF.
The UNFF Secretariat has been key in consolidating the CPF and facilitating its work, in
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cooperation with FAO as Chair and a number of especially active members. As referenced in
B.2, the Sourcebook on Financing is a valuable contribution and, together with work by a
subgroup on finance, was important information for discussions on forest finance under
UNFF. The Forest-Climate Action Plan is another positive example of the UNFFS working with
CPF.

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception: The CPF
was established as a main element of the International Arrangement on Forests. The CPF has
and should continue to support the deliberations of UNFF through focused activities like its
past work on forest finance and on forests and climate change. Further, the CPF has
significant potential--already realized and still to realize--to: (a) constitute a core network for
capacity-building, technical and policy support, financing, and implementation to achieve the
GOFs and the actions set out in the NLBI; and (b) build awareness and encourage action to
bridge the gap between discussions on forest policy and broader development dialogues,
including in ongoing discussions to elaborate the post-2015 development agenda, in order to
address forces that drive deforestation and to recognize the contributions of forests.

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the
Forum: [Please see E.1 also.] The CPF as a whole has been an effective way to leverage and
integrate the institutional strengths of various members: technical support, capacity-
building, forest monitoring and information, outreach materials, research, and political
support. CPF member organizations individually have made substantial contributions to
sustainable forest management and to UNFF- and CPF-related activities, with the support of
their members and governing bodies. When member states decide through UNFF to invite
CPF action, UNFF members will need to be cognizant of the need for specific support through
CPF member organizations and voluntary contributions to support such work. Beyond
responding to specific requests, the CPF will continue to support the objectives of UNFF by
marshalling international political will and technical support to advance actions such as those
in the NLBI and the GOFs. Discussions on the IAF should include consideration of additional
options for the CPF, such as engaging stakeholders, providing a forum between less frequent
or shorter UNFF sessions, etc.

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests: Increasing flows of finance in support of forest conservation, sustainable
use, and restoration requires mobilizing finance from all sources, domestic and international,
public and private. This, in turn, requires countries and communities to establish enabling
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policy conditions that allow donor funds to be utilized effectively, and private sector
investments to yield profits while benefiting forests and local communities. Just as important
as mobilizing new funding for forests is redirecting finance away from activities that destroy
or degrade forests. We need more investment in activities and programs that conserve and
sustainably use forests. The question is not only "how much” forest finance but, critically,
how to ensure "that financing for economic development and investment activities does not
harm forests.” SFM and timber markets are sources for employment and can play a role in
economic development.

The United States does not favor the establishment of a "global forest fund”, and does not
believe that continuing debate on doing so is the most effective way to either increase
financing for sustainable forestry or redirect funding from activities that damage forests and
essential forest ecosystem services.

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options: [Please see F.1.] The CPF Sourcebook on Financing is a useful
and important reference, and we favor updating this as possible. Programs such as the GEF
mechanism for sustainable forest management and various REDD+ initiatives demonstrate
the potential to recognize and leverage forest contributions to other goals such as
biodiversity and climate change mitigation and adaptation. Lending institutions and their
members can support safeguards and vetting processes to avoid activities that damage or
degrade forests. The United States believes it is critical to recognize capacity-building and the
transfer of environmentally friendly technologies on mutually agreed terms as fundamental
contributions to support countries in improving forest management. Forest monitoring and
information can contibute to transparency, stakeholder engagement, and performance which
can help support an enabling environment and secure financing.
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aty EUROPEAN UNION
{f f; DELEGATION OFF THE EUROPEAN UNION
LI TO THE UNITED NATIONS
Head of Delegation

New York, 29 November 2013

Dear Mr, Joshi,

Please find attached the submission on behalf of the European Union (EU) and its 28 Member States
in response to the invitation by the UNFF Secretariat (ref. UNFF-13-L-HMM-219) to submit views
and proposals for consideration by the first meeting of the ad hoc expert group (AHEG) on the
review of the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF) in the context of the comprehensive
process for the Review of the effectiveness of the IAF established through UNFF10 resolution 10/2.

The EU and its Member States look forward to a thorough and forward-looking review process
which should consider a full range ol options for the future of the IAF, including new and innovative
options for a more effcctive future IAF.

We hope that the preliminary views expressed in the attached submission will help the follow-up
discussions on the matter, and we will be ready to provide, at the appropriate time, further input,
including possible views on advantages and disadvantages of different options for the future of the
International Arrangement on Forests, its envisaged functions, structures, requirements and
deliverables.

We look forward to participating constructively in all inter-sessional activities that have been agreed
at UNFF10 with the objective to provide a solid basis for an informed decision on the future of the
IAF by the Members of the Forum at the 11th session of the UN Forum on Forest in 2015.

~ Yours sincerely,
/\
{

i
&“\

Thomas Mayr-Harting
Ambassador

Annex:
- Submission by the EU and its Member States in response to the UNFF10 resolution 10/2 on Emerging
[ssues

Mr. Mahendra Joshi

Officer in charge

Secretariat of the United Nations Forum on Forests
One UN Plaza, DC1-1252, New York, NY 10017
Fax: 917-367-3186

666 Third Avenue, 31 floor, New York, NY 1001 Tel: 212-292-8600 Fax: 212-292-8660

267



E/CN.18/AEG/2014/INF/1

SUBMISSION BY THE EUROPEAN UNION AND ITS MEMBER STATES
ON

VIEWS AND PROPOSALS ON THE INTERNATIONAL ARRANGEMENT ON
FORESTS

Introduction

This submission by the European Union and its Member States is a response to the invitation
by the UNFF Secretariat (ref. UNFF-13-L-HMM-219) to submit views and proposals for
consideration by the first meeting of the ad hoc expert group (AHEG) on the review of the
[nternational Arrangement on Forests (IAF) in the context of the comprehensive process for
the Review of the effectiveness of the TAF established through UNFF10 resolution 10/2. This
submission may also be complemented by additional submissions by individual EU Member
States.

The EU and its Member States wish to put forward some preliminary views on the review
process and look forward to engaging in all inter-sessional activitics that have been agreed at
UNFF10 with the objective to provide a solid basis for an informed decision by the Members
of the Forum at the 11" session of the UN TForum on Forest in 2015. However, it is
recognized that this submission represents only one of the very first steps in a much broader
and articulated review process, which will include amongst others an independent expert
assessment of the current TAF, as well as discussions in the context of the newly established
open-ended ad-hoc expert group on the review of the TAF. As such, the EU and its Member
States look forward to a thorough and forward-looking review process which should consider
a full range of options for the future of the IAF, including new and innovative options for a
more cffective future JAF. Such analysis should also recognize that the discussion on the
future of the IAF needs to also take into full account how the broader international
environmental governance context has changed since the establishment of UNFF in 2000 and
the further changes that are being made with the implementation of the Rio+20 decisions
(e.g. strengthened UNEP, HL.PF), the development of the SDGs/post-2015 UN Development
agenda and ECOSOC/UN reform. Relevant developments on forest-relaled conventions,
particularly Rio Conventions should also be taken into account.

The EU and its Member States will continue to provide their input throughout the review
process and look forward to productive discussions at the first meeting of the ad hoc expert
group on the review of the JAF,

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

The EU and its Member States have begun an in-depth reflection on the strengths and
weakness of the current [AF, as well as the challenges and opportunities for the future
international arrangement on forests.

However, at this stage, the EU and its Member States remain open to consider a full range of
options for the future of the IAF. From the point of view of the EU and its Member States, it
would be prematurc to take any definitive position on the set-up of the future arrangement on
forests. In fact, the agreed intersessional activities of the Forum should play a fundamental
role in informing the position of UNFF Members by providing factual evidence on the
performance of the current TAF and its ability to fulfil its mandate, as well as by stimulating a
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reflection on the needs, challenges and opportunities for a future TAF which needs to be more
cffective and efficient in its operations. As already stated above, such a reflection cannot take
place in isclation from other major regional and international developments with far-reaching
implications on the international forest policy dialogue.

In this respect, the EU and its Member States would like to stress that, in order to take full
advantage of the intersessional work, the review process should not be limited to the three
options explicitly mentioned in the questionnaire designed by the Secretariat (i.e. a legally
binding instrument on all types of forests, strengthening of the current IAF or continuation of
the current IAF). In this regards, the EU and its Member States would like to recall that in the
context of the IPF/IFF process and, more recently, in the build-up to the adoption of the Non-
Legally Binding Instruments on all Types of Forests, a number of options, including various
proposals from different Members or group of Members have been considered by the Forum,
For instance, in its submission to the 2004 Ad Hoc Expert Group {AHEG) on the parameters
for the mandate for Developing a Legal Framework on all Types of Forests, the EU listed an
extensive range of possible options, including both binding (a global forest convention; a
framework convention with regional/thematic annexes; a protocol under the CBD) and non-
binding options (improved UNFF; discontinuation of UNFF in favour of existing
instruments; reinforced role of FAQ).! We herein refer to this list as a non-exhaustive
example of alternatives that may deserve further analysis and consideration.

The expert analysis, the submissions of views and proposals and the discussions in the
context of the AHEG for the Review should serve to think critically about the shortcoming
and opportunities for improvement of the existing IAF, and provide new thinking on the way
forest issues are deall with in the rapidly changing international environmental governance
architecture. The on-going review process should capitalize on the previous analysis and
discussions, and reconsider the full range of options in the light of the new developments.

Against this background, the EU and its Member States would like to note that the current
IAF, with its complex architecture made of various constitutive elements (the Forum, the
UNFTF secretariat, the Collaborative Partnership on Forests - CPF), was intended to reflect the
fact that forests play a crucial role in addressing many sustainable development challenges
and global issues such as climate change, biodiversity, combating desertification, food and
food security, and energy supply. Global forest governance is complex because it is
influenced and, to a certain extent, driven by its multiple linkages with other forests-related
issues. Adding to the complexity is a wide range of actors, policy instruments and financing
mechanisms. Several multilateral environmental agreements, including the three Rio
Conventions, as well as various UN agencies and international organizations have a mandate
for forest related matters. The strength of the cross-sectoral importance of forests is also its
weakness as the current international forest governance architecture does not [ully reflect and
does not facilitate taking full advantages of the many linkages between forests and other
issues. The institutional challenge we face is how to work together on forests to contribute to
sustainable development. Therefore we have to look beyond the forests in the context of
global challenges.

The establishment of the UNFF as subsidiary body of the ECOSOC serviced by a "compact”
secretariat located in UNDESA had the intention to provide a broad institutional umbrella for
the consideration of forest-related issues, providing space and visibility at the level of the UN
Headquarters in New York. With its universal membership and broad mandate to address

" http:/Awvww.un,orglesa/forests/pdf/aheg/param/background- L.pdf
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forest issues from the angle of all three dimensions of sustainable development, the UNFF
was intended to serve as policy forum to stimufate, guide and coordinate the work of the
Collaborative Partnership on Forests which was created to bring together various UN and
non-UN agencies with a mandate related to forest and enhance their ability to coordinate and
deliver together on forest issues.

Overall, the current arrangement on forest has allowed to make some progress in advancing
the global discussion on forest issues (the NLBI represents a major milestone in this respect
and should not be underestimated, along with the work on forest finance, monitoring and
reporting/data harmonisation). However, pending the results of the comprehensive review of
the current TAF, it appears already clear that the current set-up for the IAF presents several
shortcomings and that it has been unable to deliver satisfactorily on all of its functions as
mandated in ECOSOC resclutions 2000/35 and 2006/49. This applies in particular with
regard 1o its mandate to achieve a significant impact on implementation of regional and
national forest policies, as well as to strengthen interaction with relevant regional and sub-
regional forest related mechanisms, institutions and instruments, organisations and processes.
Cooperation and policy coordination on forest related issues among the relevant international
organizations and instruments have improved to a certain extent through the work of the CPF,
but concrete ways and means to further strengthen the role of the CPF are still needed.
Furthermore, it should be noted that the mandated functions of the IAF lack a clear
identification of the respective roles and responsibilities amongst the UNFF itselt (e.g. all
Members of the Forum), the UNFF sccretariat and the CPF in delivering of the various
functions of the TAT. A description of concrete mechanisms for follow up on decisions and
for promoting action is also lacking.

The set of functions for the IAF identified in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/49
remain highly relevant. Furthermore, there is a continued need for a 360 degrees forest policy
dialogue. At the same time, the review of the IAF provides an opportunity for the
international community to address well-known issues related to institutional fragmentation
and we expect that the independent expert assessment of the IAF and the discussion in the
context of the AHEG will thoroughly consider opportunitics for simplification and reduction
of overlaps between the UNFF and other existing organizations/fora such as FAO's
Committee on Forestry or the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTQ), as well as
with regard to the work of forest-related MEAs. Progress on REDD+ negotiations under the
UNFCCC, as well as on-going discussions under the CBD (Strategic Plan for Biodiversity
and Aichi targets) and UNCCD should also be taken into account.

The (uture international arrangement on forests will need to be more effective and more cost-
efficient. It should allow an increased visibility for forest issues, and be able to achieve
increased involvement of policy-makers, private sector and the civil society in its processes.
It should promote the significance of forests, the multiple products and services they provide
and their contribution to poverty reduction and sustainable development and a comprehensive
view on forest development and forest management. At the same time, it should contribute to
establishment of concrete mechanisms and actions to avoid deforestation and forest
degradation, including conservation of forest biodiversity. Because forests are subject 1o
increasing pressure from other sectors (e.g. agriculture) and effective cross-sectoral and
cross-thematic approaches, including in synergies with other forest-related MEAs, will be
essential.

Its architecture should take into account and be aligned with the new international
environmental governance structure that is gradually emerging as a result of the
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implementation of the Rio+20 outcome document. In this respect, the creation of the High-
Level Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable Development provides a new potential
platform for truly integrated discussions on the role of forests in sustainable development at
the UN headquarters level and it should be considered what role the HLPF could play in the
future IAF. The strengthening of UNEP and its newly acquired universal membership should
also be taken into consideration, along with evolving regional processes, including, but not
limited to, the Legally-binding Agreement on Forests in Europe that is currently being
negotiated in the pan-European region, In this respect, the TAF should enable a forest policy
diatogue which is relevant to different regions. Furthermore, the on-going process for the
development of Sustainable Development Goals as an overarching integrated framework to
drive the post-2015 Development Agenda will have an impact on the role of forests in the
global sustainable development agenda.

When analysing and considering vatious options for the future IAF, the review process will
also have to consider effective ways for further improving.science/policy interface with
regards to forest-related issues building on the work of the Global Forest Expert Panels, while
at the same time recognizing the role of existing scientific and research institutions and
intergovernmental processes such as the IPCC and the [PBES,

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its
processes since 2000, and future options for UNFF

With regards to the achievements of the UNFF, the EU and its Member States would like to
recognize that with its comprehensive mandate encompassing all the three dimensions of
sustainable development and integrated approach to dealing with forest issues, the UNFF has
obtained some degree of success in providing a forum for continued policy development and
dialogue among Government and building broad consensus on the building block of
sustainable forest management, culminated with the adoption, in 2007 of the Non-Legally
Binding Instrument on all types of forests (NLBI} and of the four Global Objectives on
Forests (arguably the biggest achievement of the UNFT process so far). The UNFF has also
contributed to raising awareness among governments and the public as a whole on forests and
sustainable development (International Year of Forests and International Day of Forests) and
to advance a number of topics in the global forest policy agenda (illegal logging, governance,
forest ecosystem services, etc.), UNFF has also provided a platform for ministerial
engagement (albeit with mixed success and limited impact) and contributed directly, together
with the CPF, to assuring visibility of forests in the wider UN agenda, more recently in
connection with the on-going work on the SDGs. Finally, the UNFF might have also
contributed to the acceptance of national forest programmes as a key policy instrument for
SFM. However, it should be equally noted that the UNFF has not been over the past ycars the
only forum where forest issues have been discussed (G8 action plan against illegal logging;
REDD+ negotiations) and that external processes have often anticipated and in some instance
contributed more dircctly to bring the world's attention to the forest issues. The case of the
REDD+ negotiations in the framework ol the UNFCCC is emblematic in this respect.

On the contrary, it can be argued that the UNFF process appears to have been much less
successful in facilitating and promoting implementation of actions on the ground; and in
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enhancing cooperation and synergies on forest related issues among the relevant international
and regional organizations at the operational level.

However, it should be noted that the current structure of the UNFF as an intergovernmental
forum placed at the heart of the UN headquarters in New York has resulted in a tendency to
politicize the discussion within the forum, in an excessive focus on NY cross-cutting issues,
and in representation of Governments in UNFF session by professional diplomats rather than
national forest policy makers. This has limited significantly the ability of the Forum to serve
to its full potential its lunction of policy advice and guidance.

Against this background, the EU and its MS would also like to highlight that the UNFF
Burcau should have had a greater influence in guiding the work of the Secretariat in order to
ensure that the UNFF process remained truly driven by Member States.

The work of the UNFF has also been affected by inadequate mechanisms for engaging with
relevant regional processes, beyond the mere reporting at official UNFF sessions.

The role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives has been mixed, While offering a good
opportunity for UNFF members to engage in inter-sessional activities and discussions, CLIs
outcomes and reports appear to have had a limited impact in the discussion during UNFF
sessions. Proliferation of forest-related meetings in recent years and limited possibilities for
some of the experts/country representatives to attend them may have contributed to this issue.

Similarly, the ad hoc expert groups have been used in the context of the UNFF more a tool to
carry forward negotiations or pre-negotiations sessions, rather than fully exploiting their
potential to serve a technical and expert function to produce high-quality documents for
consideration by the Forum.

Another evident shortcoming of the current structure of the UNFF is the ineffective
engagement of major groups both during official session of the Forum and during inter-
sessional events. While certain improvements have been observed, major groups input
remains largely confined to the multi-stakeholder dialogue, with no opportunities for major
groups to actively participate in sessions of the Forum. A more open and transparent role of
major groups in the context of the future arrangement on forcsts could be ensured by
providing more opportunities for major group representatives to make statements on all
agenda items during the plenary sessions.

Concerning the future options for the UNFF and its potential role in implementing the UN
post-2015 development agenda and the SDGs, the EU and its Member States believe that it is
not possible at this stage to provide any specific view on this subject. On the one hand,
Member States have not yet had an opportunity to discuss options for the future of the IAF as
a whole, In this context the future of UNFF cannot be considered in isolation and its
continuation in its current form should not be given for granted. On the other hand the
process for the development of the SDGs and the post-2015 development agenda is still in its
early stages and there are too many aspects of the future framework which are to be decided
in the appropriate {ora.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest
Instrument) and the four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)
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The EU and its Member States see the Forest Instrument as a notable milestone in the
international forest policy dialogue and an important tool to promote comprchensive
approaches to Sustainable Forest Management. However, as highlighted in the recent report
to the 10" session of the UNFF, the EU recognizes that gaps in implementation of the
NLBI/Forest Instrument and in the attainment of its four GOFs remain. We reiterate our
commitment to the full and successful implementation of the Forest Instrument and look
forward to discuss with others effective ways and means through which the future
[nternational Arrangement on Forcsts may contribute to a further strengthening of the Torest
Instrument and the achievement of its objectives. In this respect, we recognize the work of
the FAQO in supporting countries in implementing the Forest Instrument, including through
the pilot projects which have allowed the promotion of comprehensive approaches to forests
at the national level.

The EU and its Member States note that activitics undertaken in the framework of other
forest-related international agreements, initiatives and fora have directly contributed to the
achievement of the GOFs. In this respect, the contribution of the debate on REDD+ within
the context of the UNFCCC, or the activitics promoted by the UNCCD or by the CBD
through, inter alia, its Forest Biodiversity and Protected Areas programmes of works; or the
extensive policy and project work carried out by organizations such as FAO, World Bank and
the ITTO should not be underestimated. On the other hand, we note that there is limited
awareness about the NLBI and its objectives beyond the forestry community.

Section D: The Forum's Secretariat

Overall, the EU and its Member States think that, notwithstanding the limited size of the
Secretariat, its structure, hurman and financial resources have been generally adequate to fulil
its mandate. We note however that as compared to the early years of its ¢stablishment, when
secondment of staff from CPT Member Organizations had had an extremely positive impact
not only in terms of capacity, but also in terms of building close relationship between the
UNFF Secrctariat and the CPF as a whole, this practice has withered over the years. We also
acknowledge the contributions by members of the Forum that have enabled additional staff to
be hired.

We note that there have been limited opportunities for Member States, through their Bureau
representatives, to provide guidance to the secretariat, including on the use of the Trust Fund,
and in the future increased transparency in the secretariat's planning activities should be
cnsured,

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

The EU and its Member States recognize the important role played by the CPF and by
individual CPF member organizations in supporting the work of the UNFF, and in assisting
countries with the implementation of the NLBI and in the development of national forest
policy and legislative framework. In addition we would like to acknowledge the role played
by CPF member organizations in strengthening the newly established UNFF secretariat,
particularly in the early stages of its establishment, through the secondment of staff, We note
however that such practice has not continued over the past years raising some concerns, and
thus contributing to weaken the secretariat.
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We believe that the CPF represents a unique model that has contributed to fostering
interagency cooperation within and outside the UN system. In this respect, we would like to
highlight in particular the significant contribution of the CPF as a whole in the areas of
monitoring and reporting on forest resources (harmonized questionnaire), harmonization of
terminology, forest finance and science policy interface. At the same time, the work of the
CPF as a whole has been hampered by clear limitations at the operational level, with
particular reference to the lack of dedicated resources and the limited impact of the CPF in
terms of coordination of the respective forest-related programmes of the various CPF member
organizations, particularly at the regional and national level. Furthermore, we would like to
note the lack of a clear division of labour between the different CPF members along the lines
of policy making (target setting, policy instruments, monitoring). To illustrate:
UNFF/CBD/UNCCD/UNFCCC could be for target setting; FAO for implementation and
monitoring; , CIFOR, 1CRAT, IUFRO for research etc.).

The EU and its Member States strongly believe that an effective international arrangement on
forests needs to facilitate enhanced cooperation, and policy and programme coordination on
forest-related issues amongst this crucial set of organizations with a strong mandate on
forests.

The role of the FAO as Chair of the CPF has been appreciated by the EU and its Member
States.

Section F: Financing options and strategies

On the issue of financing options and strategies, the EU and its Member States would like to
recall the significant work undertaken over the past years by the Forum on the issue of Forest
Finance, notably through the work of ad-hoc expert groups and country and organisation-led
initiatives on forest finance and the technical input provided to this process by the CPF. The
work of the Ah Ioc Expert Group (AHEG) on Forest Finance showed that the financing
landscape for forests has evolved considerably since the creation of the UNFF with the
emergences of new programmes and financing opportunities both at the international (GEF
SEM/REDD+ programme, Green Climate Fund, the FCPF, the FIP, REDD+, and the UN
REDD programme, FAO Forest & Farm Facility) and regional or national level (regional
processes, national forest financing strategies and national forest funds, etc.). Nenetheless,
thematic and geographic gaps remain and there is scope for improving the effectiveness and
efficiency of existing international and nationa! instruments. The multi-annual work of the
UNFF on Means of Implementation has also demonstrated that there i3 no casy, single
solution to existing problems of forest financing. Addressing effectively the problems of
forest financing requires engaging in a wide range of activities that includes both the
mobilisation, access and effective use of funds for investments, as well as the generation of
additional revenue streams based on the payment of forest goods and services.

The European Union and its Member States are of the opinion that financing for suslainable
forest management (SFM) should continue to come from a range of complementary sources;
public and private, domestic and foreign, bilateral and multitateral. We would emphasize that
the role of Official Development Assistance (ODA) can only be catalytic and that ODA is
most effective when delivered in accordance with the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness
in support of the objectives set in recipient countries' poverty reduction strategies and other
national development plans and scctoral policies.
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The importance of establishing an adequate enabling environment at the national level in
order to scale up financing for SFM can hardly be over-emphasized, In particular, there is a
great potential for mobilizing new and additional financing in the private sector through an
enabling regulatory and investment-friendly environment (including good governance,
efficient law enforcement and secure tenure and user rights).

The thorough assessroent of the current situation of forest financing carried out over the past
years allowed the Forum at its 9" and 10" session to take major decisions and make a range
of proposals and recommendations on this subject for governments, CPF member
organizations, donors, international financing institutions and the private séctor. This has
included, amongst others, the establishment of the Facilitative Process which,
notwithstanding the remaining challenges and scope for improvement, has proved to be an
effective way to build capacity for effective resource mobilization at the national level. In our
yiew, the use of the Facilitative Process is still far from having realized its full potential. The
EU and its Member States would like to recall here that UNFF10 concluded that the work of
the expert group does not provide us with sufficient, conclusive evidence that the
establishment of new forest-specific financing mechanisms, such as a global forest fund, can
at this stage help us in addressing the multiple challenges of financing for SFM.

The EU and its Member States believes that financing options and strategies for the future of
the [AF need to be considered as an integral part of the review of the IAF, rather than in
isolation, Different options and strategies for implementing the future TAF will depend on the
legal and institutional nature of the new arrangement so it is premature at this stage to
consider any option in particular. Furthermore, this element of the TAF should alsc now be
considered in the light of other major international processes on financing issues such as the
follow-up to the Rio+20 UN Conference on Sustainable Development and to the International
Conference on Financing for Development. In this respect, the EU and its Member States
would like to stress the need to reinforce coherence and to avoid a duplication of efforts
through an integrated approach to the various Means of Implementation aspects of the
Rio+20, the post-2015 development agenda and other relevant processes.

Concluding remarks

e The EU and its Member States hope that the views expressed above will help to further the
future work of the UNFF, the CPF members, and other stakeholders on the review of the
international arrangement on forests.

o We look forward to participating constructively in the follow-up discussions on the matter,
including, at the appropriate time, with possible views on advantages and disadvantages of
different options for the future of the International Arrangement on Forests, its envisaged
functions, structures, requirements and deliverables.
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Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013
Ministry / Organization: Major Groups Partnership on Forests (MGPoF)

Name of official submitting the views: Joe Cobbinah on behalf of MGPoF
Address: Forestry Research Institute of Ghana

Phone/Fax: 233-3220-60123/233-3220-60121

E-mail: joe.cobbinah@ymail.com

A stepwise approach beginning with strengthening of the curent IAF at regional levels and
ultimately leading to a legally binding instruments on all types of forests.

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A.1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAF:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) -

[ OXIX

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at
all levels: The biennial sessions are sufficient

Other potential actions to increase effectiveness include : a) active engagement of civil society
(MGs) b) institution of clear mechanisms for policy implementation, ¢) promotion of bilateral
and regional intersessional initiatives/meetings and communication on common goals and d)
establishment of Regional Liaison position at UNFF secretariat to monitor and coordinate
regional activities and also work with regional organizations in the implementation of
IPF/IFF proposals of actions.
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B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its principal
functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/494: The principal function of UNFF is
to develop policies and oversee the implementation of IPF/IFF proposals of action. So far the
work of the forum has focused largely on policy discussions. The principal achievements of
the forum thus far is mobilizing governments and multilateral institutions to build common
understanding around a number of issues relating to sustainable management of forests,
formulation and implementation of national forest programs and development of C& I of
sutainable forest management.

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF: Continue with the core mandate to
facilitate multilateral intergovernmemtal forest related policy processes, b) serve as a forum
to develop initiatives and monitoring and evaluating of progress made in SDGs relating to
forests, c) secure political commitments of governmemts and gain optimum participation of
developing countries by holding some of the biennial meetings in non-UN cities and d) foster
stronger enabling environment for the implementation forest policies e) strengthen the cross-
sectoral linkages between forest and other sectors f) support active participation of civil
society groups in the activities of UNFF and f) set up forest Trust Fund to support
international capacity building and activties of the forum.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: To catalyse actions to protect and sustainbly manage forests which is and will
remain the principal goal of the forum beyond 2015 the forum should work closely with the
Open-Ended Working Group on SDGs in ensuring that forests and forest related issues are
adequately addressed through specific SDG for Forests or through a cross-cutting Integrated
Landscpe SDG that place premium on land, forests, biodiversity, water and renewable natural
resources.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of
the UNFF: CLI and AHEG provide crucial and focused technical inputs for negotiations during
the biennial sessions, b) enables discussions of more concrete issues and increase the
building of political momentum, ) allows wider participation of technical experts who in
many cases do not have the means or opportunities to participate in the biennial sessions, d)
provides opportunities to bring the minds of many to bear on country specific issues. CLIs and
AHEGs are essential parts of the IAF and should continue and be complimented by OLIs
{organized by CPF members) and MGLIs {organized by Major Groups).

B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of the UNFF
and provide suggestions on their further engagement: The Major Groups represent a cross section of
forest stakeholders including women, Indigenous people, forest workers and small scale
forest owners. Their active engagement is not only necessary for the legitimacy of the UNFF
processes but also crucial for SFM. In spite of the vital contributions made by the group in the
past in shaping various policies and commitments there has been a steady decline of
resources for their intersessional preparatory activities and participation in the biennial
meetings. Their participation in UNFF should go beyond the 3-hour MSD slot. The group
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should be facilitated to consult their constituents through organized intersessional activities.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Year of Forests and the International Day of
Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public commitment for forests: sThe
IYF and Day of Forests are major milestones in the work of UNFF. Both initiatives have led to
a variety of actions to promote awareness of citizens of the vital role of forests in our
economic, social, and environmental well being. More media coverage could have amplified
some of the positive responses from countries and civil society. Regrettably in many countries
the events did not go beyond the day of launch. « Linking public events to current political
processes on the occasion could further increase their impact and ultimately influence
policy-making processes.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument) and the
four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)

C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

[] Adequate
X Inadequate
[] Notsure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress: A clear implementation strategy based
on best practices should be developed by expert group.

An accountability mechanisms to monitor implementation of commitments are needed.
The cross-sectoral linkages and spill-over benefits of effectively implementing the four GOFs
need to be recognized and emphasized..

C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate Inadequate Not sure
GOF1: [] X L]
GOF2: (] X []
GOF3: L] X L]
GOF4: ] < L]

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:Progress has been slow in many
countries because the implementation capability is non existence. There is the need to
establish the link between implementation and means of implementation.
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C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions, and vice versa: The forest instrument contains actions to
promote SFM. The instrument provides options for addressing biodiversity conservation
(CBD Aichi targets 5, 7,11, 14 and 15), climate change ( reducing emission from deforestation
forest degradation, conservation of forest carbon stocks and enhancement of carbon stocks
through afforestation and reforestation) and desertification (reversing land degradation and
restoring lands and improving affected ecosystems).

C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals: The central message of the forest
instrument and the GOFs is sustainable management of all types of forests. Forests are
integral part of landscapes that provide essential resources for sustainable development.
Sustainable management of forests is crucial in capturing all the goods and services by
forests.The forest instrument and the GOFs can therefore contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the SDGs if internalized by member states.

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

[] Adequate
X]  Inadequate
[] Notsure

Additional explanation:

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively: Propose the setting up of Regional Liaison postion to coordinate ,
monitor and work closely with regional organizations and other stakeholders in the
implementation of policies and initiatives.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened: The secretariat should play the role of a facilitator for shaping
the discourse within CPF and between CPF and other opinion groups. |
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Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations

E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception:
Noticeable contribution of CPF include a) Formulation and implementation of national
forest program (NFP) led by FAO, b) ITTO criteria and Indicators of Sustainble Forest
Management of Tropical forests and providing experts for the various activities of the forum.

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the

UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the

Forum:

*Providing expert opinion on issues

+Shaping the discourse of how forests can cater to the agenda of different interest groups.
Intergrating agreed policy implementation into their work programs based on the

appropriateness to their institutional mandates .

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and
trees outside forests: A mix bag of financing schemes should be pursued. This include

A) public funding ( public funding could be boosted through effective engagement with
politicians), b) A Global Forest Fund to be administered by a multilateral Institution c) Private
sector financing with clear guidelines to allay the distrust of private financing of forests d)
portfolio of Innovative Financing Mechanisms eg water services, conservation concession,
bioprospecting, debt swaps and climate related schemes { REDD+, CDM).

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options: Percentage of GDP mechanism must be established as a means of
financing the Global Forest Fund.

Major Groups 5

280



E/CN.18/AEG/2014/INF/1

July 2013
Ministry / Organization: International Forestry Students’ Association
Name of official submitting the views: Urs Dieterich
Address: 508 Orange Street, New Haven CT, 06511
Phone/Fax: +1203 606 7765

E-mail: urs.ifsa@gmail.com

Section A: Full range of options for the IAF

A.1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the
future of the IAF:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests

Strengthening of the current IAF X

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe) - - -----------__-

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes
since 2000, and future options for UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as
sufficient to take necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related
to all types of forests and at all levels:

* Yes, biennial multi-lateral meetings are sufficient.

* Potential actions to increase effectiveness may include: Fostering more
intersessional exchange among countries, increasing bilateral initiatives and
communication on common goals, intra-regional meetings, incorporation of
expert-level opinion in political agenda-setting.

*  We would like to see UNFF play a more active role in all negotiations occurring
at the UN with regards to climate, sustainable development, industry, trade, land
tenure, rights of indigenous peoples. Forests don’t exist in isolation, and issues
threatening forests cannot be solved in isolation. Unless members of the UNFF
are empowered to have a voice in these other negotiations, we are afraid that
forests will remain a marginalized topic.

B.2 Please describe the UNFF’s performance and list its key achievements in implementing its
principal functions, as stated in ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2006/49*

B.3 Please provide your view on the future options for the UNFF:
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¢ Continued mandate to facilitate multi-lateral intergovernmental forest-related policy-
processes

* Forum to develop initiatives and provide input for monitoring and evaluating progress
made in SDGs relating to forest topicsr

* The Forum needs to expanded and strengthened.

B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development
agenda and the SDGs:

*  Work toward how forests can be included in the SDGs. Be it as part of a “Natural
Resources” SDG, as a separate SDG in itself, or as part of a range of SDGs by
referral to how forests play a role in accomplishing the objective of the respective
SDGs.

¢ The UNFF can play an extremely important role. Sustainable management of
forests are linked to sustainable livelihoods, and protection of ecosystems.

B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in
the work of the UNFF:
¢ Involvement of additional stakeholders
* Opportunity to discover new issues and to look at challenges from another perspective
through a specific country-lense.
* Dealing with issues according to national priorities, or dependent on expert opinion.
B.6 Please indicate how effective you consider the engagement of major groups in the work of
the UNFF and provide suggestions on their further engagement:
*  MGs provide vital input and increase the legitimacy of UNFF processes
* MG contributions could be enhanced by linking major group initiatives with
expert groups. This way, major groups would raise points important to their
constituencies and in expert group discussions the relevance of the issue and
potential means for problem amelioration could be analyzed. This may lead to
more actionable outcomes of major group involvement.
* A suggestion could be to have UNFF delegates rotate in the UNFCCC
consultations, and ECOSOC meetings, and vice versa. This could trigger more
cross-sectoral learning and knowledge transfer.

B.7 Please explain the role and impact of the International Y ear of Forests and the International
Day of Forests in promoting greater awareness and strengthening political and public
commitment for forests:
* Both initiatives have led to a variety of actions to promote awareness of citizens of the
vital role of forests in our economy, in our social life, and for ecological processes.
* More media coverage could have amplified some of the positive responses from countries
and civil society.
* Linking public events to current political processes on the occasion of initiatives like the
Forest Day and the IYF could further increase their impact on societal awareness, and
ultimately influence policy-making processes.
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Section C: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest
Instrument) and the four Global Objectives on Forests (GOFs)
C.1 Please indicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

Adequate
Inadequate X

Not sure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:
¢ Creating accountability mechanisms to achieve better implementation of
commitments.
¢ Emphasizing the cross-sectoral linkages and spill-over benefits of effectively
implementing the four GOFs and progressing with the Forest Instrument.
C.3 Please indicate progress in achieving the GOFs:

Adequate
Inadequate
Not sure X

GOFl:

GOF2:

GOFR3:

GOF4:

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:
¢ Creating accountability mechanisms to achieve better implementation of
commitments.
¢ Emphasizing the cross-sectoral linkages and spill-over benefits of effectively
implementing the four GOFs
C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the
implementation of forest-related international conventions, and vice versa:
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C.6 Please describe how the forest instrument and the GOFs can contribute to the post-2015 UN
development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals:

* The forest instrument can serve as a framework for possible forest-related SDGs.

* Policy-learning from how implementation occurred in different countries can
inform how forest goals can be linked to other benefits for a variety of
stakeholders. This may increase uptake and implementation of commitments
through SDGs and in the post-2015 development agenda.

* The four GOFs serve as a foundation in constituting indispensable baseline
commitments toward a better forest management, increased political priority, and
consideration of public benefits when deciding about multi-lateral forest
governance.

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat
D.1 Please indicate if you consider the structure, human and financial resources of the compact
Secretariat of the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

Adequate
Inadequate X

Not sure

Additional explanation:

We believe that forests are extremely important to the wellbeing of our planet.
Additionally, forests are related to so many other critical issues such as climate change,
sustainable development, industry, rights of indigenous peoples, land tenure. In light of
all the above, we think we need an extremely strong and robust team at the UNFF. We
believe we need to expand the human resources at UNFF and send delegates to every
other UN body working on these allied topics. We need more interdisciplinary work
across the UN bodies.

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to
fulfill its functions more effectively:

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as
CPF secretariat, should be strengthened:
* The forum may be able to embrace its role as a facilitator of the consultation of
expert opinion even more than before. Bringing together the CPF members, each
with their own objectives and views on forests, to create a common vision is a
mandate that the forum could pursue more rigorously.

Section E: CPF and CPF Member Organizations
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E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and
CPF member organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since
its inception:

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work
of the UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of
the work of the Forum:

¢ Input of expert opinion

* Emphasis on the various roles forests play for certain stakeholder groups

¢ Shaping the discourse of how forests can cater to the agenda of different interest
groups.

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary
Global Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all
types of forests and trees outside forests:

* Besides enhancing public funding for forests, private sector finance needs to be
embraced. Some of the distrust toward private involvement in the stewardship and
financing of forests needs to be overcome.

* There need to be clear guidelines on how private sector finance can be mobilized.
This needs to be done under consideration of the needs of forest communities and
safeguards for biodiversity.

¢ Furthermore, the potential of Public-Private Partnerships should be explored
further. A common vision and the potential for mutual benefits should be created
by embracing transparency and synergistic agenda-setting.

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should
undertake to develop forest financing options:

Major Groups - Children and Youth 5
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