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Town and Country Planning Act 1990
1990 CHAPTER 8

PART III

CONTROL OVER DEVELOPMENT

Requirement for planning permission

57 Planning permission required for development.

(1) Subject to the following provisions of this section, planning permission is required for
the carrying out of any development of land.

[F1(1A) Subsection (1) is subject to section 33(1) of the Planning Act 2008 (exclusion of
requirement for planning permission etc. for development for which development
consent required).]

(2) Where planning permission to develop land has been granted for a limited period,
planning permission is not required for the resumption, at the end of that period, of its
use for the purpose for which it was normally used before the permission was granted.

(3) Where by a development order [F2, a local development order or a neighbourhood
development order] planning permission to develop land has been granted subject to
limitations, planning permission is not required for the use of that land which (apart
from its use in accordance with that permission) is its normal use.

(4) Where an enforcement notice has been issued in respect of any development of land,
planning permission is not required for its use for the purpose for which (in accordance
with the provisions of this Part of this Act) it could lawfully have been used if that
development had not been carried out.

(5) In determining for the purposes of subsections (2) and (3) what is or was the normal
use of land, no account shall be taken of any use begun in contravention of this Part
or of previous planning control.
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(6) For the purposes of this section a use of land shall be taken to have been begun in
contravention of previous planning control if it was begun in contravention of Part III
of the 1947 Act, Part III of the 1962 Act or Part III of the 1971 Act.

(7) Subsection (1) has effect subject to Schedule 4 (which makes special provision about
use of land on 1st July 1948).

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 57(1A) inserted (1.3.2010) by Planning Act 2008 (c. 29), ss. 36, 241, Sch. 2 para. 35 (with s. 226);

S.I. 2010/101, art. 2 (with art. 6)
F2 Words in s. 57(3) substituted (15.11.2011 for specified purposes, 15.1.2012 for specified purposes,

6.4.2012 for specified purposes, 3.8.2012 for specified purposes) by Localism Act 2011 (c. 20), s.
240(5)(j), Sch. 12 para. 3; S.I. 2012/57, art. 4(1)(h) (with arts. 6, 7, 9-11); S.I. 2012/628, art. 8(a)
(with arts. 9, 12, 13, 16, 18-20) (as amended (3.8.2012) by S.I. 2012/2029, arts. 2, 4); S.I. 2012/2029,
arts. 2, 3(a) (with art. 5) (as amended (6.4.2013) by S.I. 2013/797, art. 4)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 57(2) applied (with modifications) (9.4.2013) by The Hinkley Point C (Nuclear Generating Station)

Order 2013 (S.I. 2013/648), arts. 1, 10(2) (with arts. 48, 68, 79)
C2 S. 57(2) applied (with modifications) (9.2.2016) by The National Grid (Hinkley Point C Connection

Project) Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/49), arts. 1, 8 (with art. 32)
C3 S. 57(2) applied (24.8.2017) by The National Grid (Richborough Connection Project) Development

Consent Order 2017 (S.I. 2017/817), arts. 1, 8(2) (with art. 22)
C4 S. 57(2) applied (with modifications) (11.6.2020) by The M42 Junction 6 Development Consent Order

2020 (S.I. 2020/528), arts. 1, 9(1) (with art. 37)
C5 S. 57(2) excluded (11.2.2021) by High Speed Rail (West Midlands - Crewe) Act 2021 (c. 2), ss. 58(4),

64(1)
C6 S. 57(2) applied (11.8.2022) by The Sizewell C (Nuclear Generating Station) Order 2022 (S.I.

2022/853), art. 1, Sch. 25 para. 4(1) (with arts. 62, 76, 87)
C7 S. 57(2) applied (8.9.2022) by  The A428 Black Cat to Caxton Gibbet Development Consent Order

2022 (S.I. 2022/934), arts. 1, 6
C8 S. 57(2) applied (9.2.2024) by The A12 Chelmsford to A120 Widening Development Consent Order

2024 (S.I. 2024/60), arts. 1, 7 (with arts. 4, 52, Sch. 11 paras. 6, 24, 39(1), 55(1), 84)
C9 S. 57(2) applied (5.4.2024) by The National Grid (Yorkshire Green Energy Enablement Project)

Development Consent Order 2024 (S.I. 2024/393), arts. 1, 9(1) (with art. 44, Sch. 15)

58 Granting of planning permission: general.

(1) Planning permission may be granted—
(a) by a development order [F3, a local development order or a neighbourhood

development order];
(b) by the local planning authority (or, in the cases provided in this Part, by the

Secretary of State [F4or the Welsh Ministers]) on application to the authority
[F5(or, in the cases provided in this Part, on application to the Secretary of
State [F6or the Welsh Ministers])] in accordance with a development order;

(c) on the adoption or approval of a simplified planning zone scheme or
alterations to such a scheme in accordance with section 82 or, as the case may
be, section 86; or

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/29
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/29/section/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/29/section/241
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/29/schedule/2/paragraph/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/29/section/226
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/101
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/101/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/101/article/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2011/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2011/20/section/240/5/j
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2011/20/section/240/5/j
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2011/20/schedule/12/paragraph/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/57
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/57/article/4/1/h
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/57/article/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/57/article/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/57/article/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/628
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/628/article/8/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/628/article/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/628/article/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/628/article/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/628/article/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/628/article/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2029
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2029
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2029/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2029/article/3/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/2029/article/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/797
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/648
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/648
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/648/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/648/article/10/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/648/article/48
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/648/article/68
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/648/article/79
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/49
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/49
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/49/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/49/article/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/49/article/32
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/8/section/57/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/817
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/817
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/817/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/817/article/8/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/817/article/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/8/section/57/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/528
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/528
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/528/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/528/article/9/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/528/article/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/8/section/57/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/2/section/58/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/2/section/64/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/8/section/57/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853/schedule/25/paragraph/4/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853/article/62
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853/article/76
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/853/article/87
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/934
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/934
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/934/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/934/article/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/8/section/57/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/60
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/60
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/60/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/60/article/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/60/article/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/60/article/52
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/60/schedule/11/paragraph/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/60/schedule/11/paragraph/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/60/schedule/11/paragraph/39/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/60/schedule/11/paragraph/55/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/60/schedule/11/paragraph/84
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/8/section/57/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/393
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/393
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/393/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/393/article/9/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/393/article/44
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/393/schedule/15


Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (c. 8)
Part III – Control over development
Document Generated: 2024-09-06

3

Changes to legislation: Town and Country Planning Act 1990, Cross Heading: Requirement for planning
permission is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 06 September 2024. There

are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the
content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(d) on the designation of an enterprise zone or the approval of a modified scheme
under Schedule 32 to the M1Local Government, Planning and Land Act 1980
in accordance with section 88 of this Act.

(2) Planning permission may also be deemed to be granted under section 90 (development
with government authorisation).

(3) This section is without prejudice to any other provisions of this Act providing for the
granting of permission.

Textual Amendments
F3 Words in s. 58(1)(a) substituted (15.11.2011 for specified purposes, 15.1.2012 for specified purposes,

6.4.2012 for specified purposes, 3.8.2012 for specified purposes, 6.4.2013 in so far as not already
in force) by Localism Act 2011 (c. 20), s. 240(5)(j), Sch. 12 para. 4; S.I. 2012/57, art. 4(1)(h) (with
arts. 6, 7, 9-11); S.I. 2012/628, art. 8(a) (with arts. 9, 12, 13, 16, 18-20) (as amended (3.8.2012) by
S.I. 2012/2029, arts. 2, 4); S.I. 2012/2029, arts. 2, 3(a) (with art. 5) (as amended (6.4.2013) by S.I.
2013/797, art. 4); S.I. 2013/797, arts. 1(2), 2

F4 Words in s. 58(1)(b) inserted (6.9.2015 for specified purposes, 1.3.2016 for specified purposes) by
Planning (Wales) Act 2015 (anaw 4), s. 58(2)(b)(4)(b), Sch. 4 para. 2(a); S.I. 2016/52, art. 3(e)

F5 Words in s. 58(1)(b) inserted (9.5.2013 for E. for specified purposes, 1.10.2013 for specified purposes,
1.10.2014 in so far as not already in force) by Growth and Infrastructure Act 2013 (c. 27), s. 35(1),
Sch. 1 para. 3; S.I. 2013/1124, art. 2; S.I. 2013/2143, art. 2(1)(a); S.I. 2014/1531, art. 2

F6 Words in s. 58(1)(b) inserted (6.9.2015 for specified purposes, 1.3.2016 for specified purposes) by
Planning (Wales) Act 2015 (anaw 4), s. 58(2)(b)(4)(b), Sch. 4 para. 2(b); S.I. 2016/52, art. 3(e)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C10 S. 58(1)(b) excluded (17.12.1996) by 1996 c. ix, s. 10(d)

Marginal Citations
M1 1980 c. 65.
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– s. 108(3DB) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(16)(e)
– s. 141(6) inserted by 2017 c. 20 Sch. 3 para. 7
– s. 151(7B) inserted by 2024 asc 3 s. 99(4)
– s. 169(1)(a) words renumbered as s. 169(1)(a) by 2017 c. 20 s. 26(5)(a)
– s. 169(1)(b) inserted by 2017 c. 20 s. 26(5)(b)
– s. 169(7A)(7B) inserted by 2024 asc 3 s. 99(6)(a)
– s. 170(8D)-(8F) inserted by 2024 asc 3 s. 99(7)
– s. 170(8BA) inserted by 2017 c. 20 s. 26(6)
– s. 174(2AA)(b) words substituted by 2023 c. 55 s. 113(6)
– s. 208(5A) inserted by 2008 c. 29 Sch. 10 para. 9(2)
– s. 303(1ZZA) inserted by 2023 asc 3 Sch. 13 para. 87
– s. 303(10A) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 19(3)
– s. 303(12) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 19(4)
– s. 303A(1A)(za) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para. 7(2)(a)
– s. 303A(9B) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para. 7(4)
– s. 303A(10)(za) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para. 7(5)
– s. 303A(12) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para. 7(6)
– s. 303ZB inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 134
– s. 314A inserted by 2023 asc 3 Sch. 13 para. 90
– s. 324(1A)(a) words in s. 324(1A) renumbered as s. 324(1A)(a) by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9

para. 1(20)(a)
– s. 324(1A)(b) and word inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(20)(b)
– s. 333(3ZZAA) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(21)(b)
– s. 333(3ZB) inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 159(2)
– s. 333(3ZZA) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(21)(a)
– Sch. 1 para. 5(4) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 17 para. 2(7)(c)
– Sch. 1 para. 7(10)(10A) substituted for Sch. 1 para. 7(10) by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para.

11(2)
– Sch. 4B para. 11(3)-(5) inserted by 2017 c. 20 s. 7
– Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(fa) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 99(1)(b)
– Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(ca) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 102(2)(a)(ii)
– Sch. 4B para. 8(4A)(4B) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 102(2)(b)
– Sch. 4B para. 5(5)(za) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 12(a)
– Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(da) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 12(b)
– Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(ea) substituted for Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(e) by 2023 c. 55 s. 99(1)(a)
– Sch. 7 para. 12(1)-(1C) amendment to earlier affecting provision 2004 c. 5 s. 45(9)

by 2011 c. 20 Sch. 8 para. 14(7)
– Sch. 7 para. 12(1)-(1C) substituted for Sch. 7 para. 12(1) by 2004 c. 5 s. 45(9)
– Sch. 9 para. 1(1A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 13(b)
– Sch. 9A inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 13
– Sch. 13 para. 24ZA inserted by 2024 asc 3 s. 99(2)(a)
– Sch. 13 para. 26 and cross-heading inserted by 2024 asc 3 s. 99(2)(b)
– Sch. 13 para. 24A inserted by 2017 c. 20 s. 26(7)
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