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Metsola to EUCO: “Focus on competitiveness,
security & defence and social equality”

“Competitiveness, security & defence, and social equality are clear electoral messages
for the EU’s programme”, said EP President Roberta Metsola to the European Council.

Addressing the European Council today in Brussels, President of the European Parliament
Roberta Metsola highlighted the following topics:

Ukraine

“The European Parliament welcomes the new security cooperation pact between Ukraine and
the European Union.

The presence of President Zelenskyy here to mark the occasion is of important symbolical value
and bears proof to our mutual commitment to our common security and shared destiny.”

Enlargement

“The step taken to begin formal EU membership talks with Ukraine and Moldova this month is
significant and important. The European Parliament has been a strong advocate for the launch
of EU accession negotiations.

Getting our Union ready for enlargement must remain a top priority in our next institutional
cycle.”

Delivering on messages from the elections

“We have now a much clearer view of what people expect us to deliver on over the next five
years. The challenge is now to turn these electoral messages into a political programme for the
European Union. One that is serious, deliverable and implementable.”

Security and defence

“People have called for the robust defence of our values and for security to remain a top priority.
Our support for Ukraine must continue.

It also means doing more to increase Europe’s ability to respond to any type of crisis and
strategic autonomy. This requires a pressing need to develop a real common security and
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defence policy.

We have already worked together to ramp-up our capabilities, decrease duplications and reduce
the fragmentation of the defence industries. Establishing a strong defence industrial base is the
next step.”

Competitiveness and the Single Market

“European competitiveness is critical from an economic and a political perspective - we need to
reinforce Europe’s place on the global stage.”

“We need to re-double our efforts for open, balanced, fair trade that is based on international
rules, and broaden our network of trade agreements with partners by concluding and ratifying
the ones we have in the pipeline.”

“Strengthening competitiveness will also require deepening the Single Market. Only by
increasing productivity, speeding-up investments in own industrial capabilities, can we reduce
strategic dependencies while simultaneously supporting and sustaining economic growth. The
Single Market is our greatest economic driver.”

Financing growth

“If we are to grow our economies and pay back our debts, we have to get serious about finding
innovative ways to fuel both public and private investment.”

“The increase of the ceilings in a mid-term revision of the EU's current long-term budget was an
important step in the right direction. As we prepare for the next MFF, we need to ensure a
budget that is fit-for-purpose.”

“We need to complete our Banking and Capital Markets Unions, if we are serious about
mobilising private capital to invest in our priorities, and to incentivise our companies to stay in
Europe. This is how we sustain economic growth and create new quality jobs and futures with
dignity.”

Leaving nobody behind

“When it comes to making progress on the green and digital transitions, no one should be left
behind. Implementation here is key. That must be our focus now.”

“Whilst we are extremely proud of our world leading targets, burdens, bureaucracy and red-tape
risk holding back progress. Each regulation may well be justified, but when taken together we
need to be careful to ensure that this does not become too much. Our proposals must work for
families. For industry. For farmers.”

“That is how we can bring Europe a little bit closer to how our people want it to be. How we can
reflect on the message that the electorate sent us. How we will deliver on a stronger, safer,
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fairer and better Europe for all Europeans.”
Election of the President of the European Commission

“The European Parliament remains firmly behind the Lead Candidate process and we confirm
that the European People’s Party is once again the largest political group in the European
Parliament.

We will respect the due process. After the European Council communicates to us the name, we
will invite the person to meet with Group leaders on Tuesday (2 July). The aim of this is to
determine the candidate able to form the necessary qualified majority in Parliament to become
the next Commission President. A candidate with a political programme that is able to capture
the main electoral messages and reflect the views of the majority of the House.

The European Parliament stands ready to move the smooth process forward for electing a new
Commission President without delay as soon as the European Council submits its candidate
and for the hearings of the Commissioners after that.”

President Metsola’s full speech is available here.
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