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January 24, 2024 
 
To the Council of the European Union, the Belgian Presidency of the Council of the European 
Union, EU Member States,  the European Commission  
 

OPEN LETTER TO COUNCIL OF EUROPE AI CONVENTION NEGOTIATORS: 
 

NO TO THE ABDICATION OF OUR RIGHTS! 
 
As the negotiation of the Council of Europe Framework Convention on AI, Human Rights, 
Democracy and the Rule of Law is entering its final phase this week, we, the undersigned 
citizens, members of civil society organisations, academic and research institutions, experts in 
artificial intelligence and digital technologies, call on the European Union and EU Member 
States to give their unwavering support for the convention to cover equally the public and 
private sectors and to reject unequivocally blanket exemptions regarding national security 
and defence. 
 

Reliable news sources indicate that non-Member states are seeking to weaken the 
convention and have urged representatives of our countries to abandon their commitments 
to protect our rights against violations undertaken by Big Tech. We strongly support the 
assessment of the European Commission that this would be "sending a wrong political 
message that human rights in the private field do not merit the same protection" as in the 
public field. 
 

We have never given mandate to our elected representatives to abdicate our rights 
through the conclusion of a Convention that is ironically supposed to safeguard them. A 
hollowed-out Convention will provide little meaningful protections to individuals who are 
increasingly subject to powerful AI systems prone to bias, human manipulation, and the 
destabilisation of democratic institutions. 
 

As for public activities, some states are pushing for a blanket exemption with regard to 
national security and defence. Nothing justifies the unconditional waiving of the safeguards 
set in international, European and national law that usually apply in these fields. These 
attempts also turn a blind eye to the geopolitical context characterised by an increasing 
prevalence of dual use AI that put our lives and freedom at risk. 
 

“The Union is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, 
equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights, including the rights of persons 
belonging to minorities. These values are common to the Member States in a society in 
which pluralism, non-discrimination, tolerance, justice, solidarity and equality between 
women and men prevail.” (Art. 2 Treaty on European Union) 

 
We call on the European Union and Member States, our elected representatives, to respect 
their mandate and protect our rights. 
 
List of signatories: 
 
Karine Caunes, Global Program Director, Center for AI and Digital Policy (CAIDP); Editor-in-
Chief, European Law Journal  
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Paul Craig, Emeritus Professor, Oxford University 
Gianclaudio Malgieri, Associate Professor of Law, Leiden University; Co-Director of the 
Brussels Privacy Hub 
Emilio De Capitani, Executive Director, Free Group 
Giovanni Sartor, Professor, University of Bologna, European University Institute 
Marie-Laure Basilien-Gainche, Professor of Law, University Jean Moulin Lyon 3; Senior 
Member of the Institut Universitaire de France, Member of the scientific committee of the 
Agency of the EU for Fundamental Rights 
Giulia Gentile, Lecturer in Law, Essex Law School 
Fair Trials 
Elspeth Guild, Jean Monnet Professor ad personam at Queen Mary University of London as 
well as at the Radboud University Nijmegen, Netherlands 
Christophe Roquilly, Full Professor, Director of the EDHEC Augmented Law Institute, Honorary 
Dean of the Faculty, EDHEC Business School 
Maria Helen Murphy, Associate Professor, Maynooth University 
Fabiana Di Porto, Associate Professor of Innovation Law and Regulation; Editor in chief 
Concorrenza e Mercato Unitelma Sapienza 
Ingrid Schneider, Professor of political science, Department of Informatics, University 
Hamburg 
Lee A. Bygrave, Professor of Law and Director of the Norwegian Research Center for 
Computers and Law (NRCCL), University of Oslo; Honorary Professor, College of Law, 
Australian National University 
Stuart Russel, Smith-Zadeh Professor in Engineering, Professor of Computational Precision 
Health, Professor of Cognitive Science, and Honorary Fellow of Wadham College, Oxford 
Vilija Vėlyvytė, Lecturer in Law, University of Reading 
Gry Hasselbalch, Co-founder, DataEthics.eu 
Amandine Garde, Professor of Law, School of Law and Social Justice, University of Liverpool 
Leyla Keser Berber, Professor of Law, IT Law Institute, Istanbul Bilgi University 
Mark Konstantidinis, Doctoral Candidate and Visiting Lecturer in Law; Centre of European 
Law, King’s College London 
Cathryn Costello, Full Professor of Global Refugee and Migration Law, UCD Sutherland School 
of Law, University College Dublin 
Arnaud Van Waeyenberge, European Law Professor, HEC Paris 
Beata Paragi, Associate Professor, Institute of Global Studies, Corvinus University of Budapest   
Emily M. Weitzenböck, Professor of Law, Oslo Business School, Oslo Metropolitan University 
Renate Iren Heggelund, Phd Researcher, Norwegian Research Center for Computers and Law, 
University of Oslo  
Petra Bárd, Professor of Sustainable Rule of Law, Radboud University 
Niovi Vavoula, Senior Lecturer in Migration and Security, Queen Mary University of London 
Tomás Daly, Director, Democratic Decay & Renewal (DEM-DEC); Deputy Director, Law, The 
University of Melbourne 
Giancarlo Frosio, Professor of Intellectual Property and Technology Law, Queen's University 
Belfast, School of Law 
Ana Rita Alfaiate, Assistant Professor, Law Faculty of the Coimbra University 
António Vaz de Castro, Guest Assistant Professor, Law Faculty of the University of Coimbra 
Antoinette Rouvroy, Professor, FNRS permanent research associate Research Centre 
Information, Law & Society/ Namur Digital Institute, University of Namur, Belgium 
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Jens Prüfer, Director, Tilburg Law and Economics Center, Professor in Economics, School of 
Economics, University of East Anglia, Deputy Director, Centre for Competition Policy, Member, 
Expert group to the EU Observatory on the Online Platform Economy 
Arthur Benz, Professor emeritus of Political Science, Technical University of Darmstadt 
Tomasz Tadeusz Koncewicz, Professor of Law and Director of the Department of European 
and Comparative Law at the Faculty of Law and Administration, University of Gdańsk   
Maria Bergström, Associate Professor in European Law, Faculty of Law, Uppsala University 
Andrea Kotsios, Senior Lecturer in Commercial Law, Department of Business Studies, Uppsala 
University 
Anca Radu, Doctoral Researcher, European University Institute 
Gaëlle Marti, Professor of Public Law, Jean Monnet Chair on the "promotion and the 
préservation of the EU's values", Director of the Center for European Studies, University Jean 
Moulin Lyon 3 
Ruairi O’Neill, Lecturer, Faculty of Law and Administration, University of Warsaw  
The Rt Hon Sir Stephen Sedley, former Lord Justice of Appeal for England and Wales; former 
judge ad hoc of the ECHR and Privy Council; former Visiting Professor of Law, University of 
Oxford 
Christophe Geiger, Professor of Law, Luiss Guido Carli University 
Pedro Caeiro, associate professor at the Faculty of Law of the University of Coimbra 
Andrej Kristan, Associate professor, Tarello Institute,  University of Genoa; Faculty of law, 
University of Ljubljana 
Anna Podolska, Assistant Professor, University of Gdańsk 
Carissa Véliz, Associate Professor, Institute for Ethics in AI, University of Oxford 
Matej Avbelj, Professor of European Law, New University 
Naomi Lintvedt, Doctoral Research Fellow, Norwegian Research Center for Computers and 
Law 
María Victoria Inostroza, MSCA-Eutopia Fellow, University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Law 
Aimee van Wynsberghe, Alexander von Humboldt Professor for Applied Ethics of AI; Director 
of the Institute for Science and Ethics; European Commission High Level Expert Group on AI 
Eren Sözüer, PhD Researche, Istanbul University Faculty of Law 
Alexandre de Streel, Professor, University of Namur and CERRE 
Statewatch 
Henrik Skaug Sætra, Associate Professor, Department of Informatics, University of Oslo 
Hannah van Kolfschooten, Researcher, University of Amsterdam 

Inge Graef, Associate Professor of Competition Law at Tilburg University 
Gorazd Justinek, Assistant Professor of international political, economic and business 
relations, New University 
Jernej Letnar Černič, Professor of Human Rights, New University 
Nicole Gross, Associate Professor in Business & Society, School of Business, National College 
of Ireland 
Matteo Nicolosi, Senior Policy and Communications Officer, Re-Imagine Europa 
Inês Vieira da Silva Ferreira Leite, Professora auxiliar, Faculdade de Direito, Universidade de 
Lisboa 
Health Action International 
Miguel João Costa, Assistant Professor, University of Coimbra 
Ruth Rubio Marin, Adjunct Professor, School of Transnational Governance, European 
University Institute 
Marco Almada, Researcher, Law Department, European University Institute 
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Diana Mădălina Mocanu, PhD Researcher, FNRS FRESH, Université Catholique Louvain, 
Institute for Interdisciplinary Research in Legal Sciences, Centre for Philosophy of Law (CPDR) 
Axel Beelen, AI Expert 
Valerie Albus, Researcher, European University Institute 
Maria Magierska, Researcher, European University Institute 
Sarah Tas, Assistant Professor, Maastricht University 
Anna Morandini, Researcher, European University Institute 
Juliane Beck, PhD Researcher, University of St. Gallen 
Natalia Menéndez González, Research Associate, European University Institute 
Alexandra Karaiskou, Researcher, European University Institute 
Elena Brodeală, Lecturer, Kent Law School 
Victoria Hendrickx, PhD Researcher, KU Leuven, Centre for IT & IP Law - CITIP 
Ludivine Stewart, Researcher, European University Institute 
Maria Kotsoni, Researcher, European University Institute 
Lucas Henrique Muniz da Conceicao, PhD Researcher, Bocconi University 
Foteini-Maria Vassou, Researcher, European University Institute 
Maria Dymitruk, Researcher, Uniwersytet Wrocławski 
Monique Munarini, Researcher, University of Pisa 
Simona Demkova, Assistant Professor, Leiden University 
Francesca Palmiotto, Postdoctoral Researcher, Hertie School 
Valentina Golunova, Lecturer, Maastricht University 
Pétervári Kinga, Associate Professor, ELTE Faculty of Business Economics 
Irish Council for Civil Liberties 
EuroHealthNet 

Ayisha Piotti, Managing Partner, RegHorizon, Switzerland 
Ana Tomičić, Project Director, ARETE Institute for Sustainable Prosperity, North Macedonia, 
Project Coordinator, Novi Sindikat, Croatia 
 
 
Call open for signature here.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.caidp.org/statements/

