
Where: Tiger Islands Village & Eco
Resort, Pulau Macan, Indonesia
What: The three-year-old resort, run by
Indonesia-born American Roderick des
Tombe, 32, features 10 rustic accommoda-
tion options, and can take a maximum of
24 people.

Open driftwood huts (left) are situated
at the edge of the water. Furnished with
double beds, mosqui-
to nets, driftwood
furn i ture , and
roll-down bamboo
shields for privacy,
these huts offer the
best views. The larg-
er huts have ensuite
bathrooms, while the
smaller ones have a
shared bathroom.

There are also
more structured
opt ions on the
island, including two
bungalows raised on
stilts, each with
two-bedrooms and a
shared bathroom,
and three cabins
each with two rooms
and a shared bath-
room.

The island, which is tended by 14 staff,
features eco-friendly features such as the
use of solar panels and wind turbines to
generate electricity.

Mr des Tombe was conducting eco-
adventure trips around Indonesia in 2006
when he discovered the 1ha island located
off the north-western coast of Java. Not-
ing a lack of eco-friendly or rustic week-

end destinations around Jakarta, he decid-
ed to develop it into a resort.

Guests also have access to a deserted
island located about 200m away from the
main island for activities such as snor-
kling and kayaking.

Meals include fresh seafood such as
white snapper and calamari, and vegeta-
bles from the island’s garden and an or-

ganic farm located
11/2 hours away from
Jakarta.
Getting there: Take
a half-hour car ride
f rom Jakar ta ’ s
Soekarno-Hatta In-
ternational Airport
to Ancol Marina in
the north of the city.
There, you will trans-
fer to a speedboat
which takes you to
the island in about
11/2 hours.
Price: From 9.8 mil-
lion rupiah (S$1,450)
a night on weekdays,
and 14.7 million rupi-
ah a night on week-
ends for 15 people.
Each additional per-
son will be charged

100,000 rupiah a night.
The price includes rental of both

islands. Boat transfer from Ancol Marina
costs 700,000 rupiah a person. The is-
land provides four meals and snacks,
which cost from 240,000 rupiah a per-
son.

To book: Go to www.pulaumacan.com
or e-mail info@zevillages.com

Where: Pulau Joyo, Indonesian Riau
Archipelago

What: Pulau Joyo, three hours away
from Singapore, is a luxurious private
island resort with white sandy beaches
and pristine water.

There is enough accommodation for
up to 35 people.

There are six beachfront houses
which have double beds and attached
bathrooms. The most luxurious accom-
modation are the two Javanese joglos
which were disman-
tled and transported
from East Java to
the island, where
they were reassem-
bled.

Each joglo has a
plush four-poster
double-bed, living
room, study, mini-
bar and terrace with
sunloungers.

Aside from the
beach, there is a
2 5m- long and
4m-deep pool.

There are 20
staff on the island,
including a manager, housekeeping and
service staff, masseuses and cooks.

The kitchen staff prepare a spread of
grilled seafood, wine, cocktails, smooth-
ies and ice cream every day.

Guests can choose to dine in a main
pool pavilion (above), or tables by the
beach or pool.

There are also instructors who con-
duct water activities such as snorkelling.
The surrounding waters boast beautiful
coral systems and marine creatures such

as triggerfishes and stingrays. Snorkel-
ling gear is provided.

If you get bored on the island, you can
charter a 40m-long yacht, the Hang
Tuah, at an extra cost to go island-
hopping to nearby islands such as Pulau
Binyoso. It has a crew of four members.
The Pulau Joyo staff can prepare a picnic
basket for your trip.

The 5ha island shares the same owner
as Pulau Pangkil Kecil, located 11km
away. The owner, a Hong Kong-based

sailor and ship own-
er who declined to
be named, discov-
ered Pulau Joyo in
2006 and started de-
veloping it in the
same year. The
project was complet-
ed and opened for
bookings in April.

Getting there:
Take a 13/4-hour
ferry ride from
Tanah Merah Ferry
Terminal to Tan-
jung Pinang, Bin-
tan. From there, the
resort will arrange

for a car to take you to Sungeinam jetty,
a 45-minute car ride away. Take a
30-minute speedboat ride to Pulau Joyo.

Price: From $500 a person a night for a
minimum two-night stay for 12 adults.
Each additional adult will be charged
from $350 a night. The price includes full
use of the island, meals, transport from
Tanjung Pinang to Pulau Joyo, snorkel-
ling and kayaking.

To book: Go to www.pulau-joyo.com or
e-mail dedy@pulau-joyo.com

Where: Ariara Island, northern Palawan,
the Philippines
What: With 600m of white sandy beach,
extensive reefs and unspoiled nature,
Ariara Island in the Calamian Islands is a
dream paradise for owner, British proper-
ty developer Charles Mcculloch, 55.

He was flying over the Philippines on a
business trip in 2004 and was intrigued
by the number of seemingly deserted
islands there. He thought they would be
perfect locations to create exclusive
retreats for those in search of their own
private retreat.

He appointed renowned Filipino archi-
tect Jorge Yulo to design the island’s
eight contemporary-styled villas and
suites, which opened this year. The resort
can take up to 17 guests.

The beachfront villas offer unblocked
views of the sea and the surrounding

islands. The Lodge, which is the central
dining and entertaining house, has a
master bedroom suite above it, too.

Guests can also take a dip in the infini-
ty pool, which overlooks the sea.

For meals, look forward to a feast of
barbecued lechon (roast pig), the daily
catch such as lobster, crab, tuna and snap-
per which are cooked using local ingredi-
ents from Ariara’s own herb and vegeta-
ble gardens, and pre-dinner cocktails.

There is a team of 30 staff, including a
manager, chef and Padi Dive instructors
on the island.

There is more than just the sun and
beach on this tropical paradise.

Nature lovers can take a 40-minute
guided morning hike up the 167m-high
hill on the island to study its eco-system
of carnivorous plants, wild flowers and

birds such as the Palawan Sea Eagles.
You can also go island-hopping on

Ariara’s speedboat or the 30m trimaran
Karen-Joy for longer trips that last more
than a day. Island-hopping trips include a
visit to an abandoned 17th-century Span-
ish fort in Linapacan Island, located a

20-minute boat ride away. Guests can also
go diving to explore the wreckage of a Japa-
nese supply fleet, which sank in Septem-
ber 1944 in Coron Bay . Go to
www.coronwrecks.com.

Getting there: Fly to Manila’s Ninoy
Aquino International Airport. From there,

take another one-hour flight to Busuanga
Airport. Busuanga is the largest island in
the Calamian Islands, where Ariara is.
You will be met by a member of Ariara’s
staff, who will take you by car to a nearby
port in Coron, a town in Busuanga. The
journey continues with a four-hour lei-
sure cruise onboard Ariara’s trimaran
Karen-Joy. Alternatively, you can take an
hour-plus speedboat ride.

Price: From US$295 (S$385) a person a
night for a group of up to 17 people, and
includes exclusive use of the island and
staff, meals, all watersports equipment
including the trimaran and fishing equip-
ment, and two dives a person a week with
Padi dive instructors. Guests will have to
pay for the fuel used for the island-hop-
ping and diving trips. The boat transfer
from Busuanga to Ariara costs US$600 re-
turn for the whole group.

To book: E-mail bliss@ariaraisland.com
or call Lightfoot Travel, Ariara’s agent in
Singapore, on 6438-4091. Go to www.
ariaraisland.com for more information.

huang huifen

P
icture this: no tourists, no
touts, no traffic, and no one to
fight for space on the beach
with. Just you, a few of your
closest friends, and an entire

island all to yourself.
Not to mention your own dedicated

team of service staff waiting on you to
serve snacks and cocktails, organise a
snorkelling expedition, or perhaps set off
fireworks for a special occasion.

The best part? It does not have to cost
an arm and a leg.

Life! found at least five private islands
in the region that can be rented out for
about $1,400 to $12,000 a day. Ranging
in size from 1ha to more than 50ha, these
islands can accommodate between eight
and 42 people. This works out to between
$94 and $500 a person.

For most of the islands, the cost
includes accommodation, meals, trans-
port to the island and most activities.

Depending on which island you go to,
accommodation ranges from luxurious
traditional Javanese joglos (a traditional
Javanese house with a distinctive roof
design) to driftwood huts located right at
the edge of the sea.

They are equipped with modern ameni-
ties such as electricity and fresh water,
but most do not have air-conditioning as
they are designed with an open concept
to let in the sea breeze.

The lure of having their own private
retreat is proving popular among Singapo-
reans and expatriates, who rent islands
for family celebrations, milestone birth-
days and weddings.

Mr Andrew Dixon, a co-owner of
Nikoi Island, a 15ha private island off the
east coast of Bintan, says that more Singa-
poreans started to rent the island two
years ago, usually for weddings and corpo-
rate retreats.

The island, developed in 2007, has 15
beachfront houses and can accommodate
up to 42 people in total. The houses are
also available for individual bookings
when the island is not booked by an
entire group.

“Singaporeans now make up 50 per
cent of the clients who rent my island,
while the rest are made up of expatriates
based in Asia or tourists from Europe,
North America and Australia,” says the
Australian expatriate who quit his job as a
banker in 2009 to focus on his private
island business.

He bought the 15ha island in 2004 for

an undisclosed amount with a group of
expatriates in Singapore because he was
disappointed with the holiday options in
Bintan, which were either too shabby or
commercialised.

Other island owners such as British
property developer Charles McCulloch,
55, saw the opportunity to turn a deserted
island in the Calamian Islands in the Phil-
ippines into an exclusive destination for
adventure travellers such as himself. As
for safety concerns, he said that he has
not heard of pirate attacks in the islands.

Likewise for Indonesian-born Ameri-
can Roderick des Tombe, 32, who took
over Pulau Macan in Indonesia to develop
an eco-friendly resort because he saw a

gap in the market for such private get-
aways. Privacy is indeed a selling point
among guests who book these islands.

In June, remisier Gerard Yeo, 31 and
housewife Yang Wenhao, 30, booked
Nikoi Island for the weekend for their
wedding celebrations. They were joined
by 40 guests, who watched them say
their “I dos” on the beach at sunset, and
partied late into the night around a camp-
fire, against a backdrop of fireworks.

The island’s 70-strong staff took care
of the food and set-up.

Ms Yang says: “Because we had the
whole island to ourselves, we could party
late into the night without fearing that
other people would complain about the

noise. We could also arrange for fire-
works. All this made my wedding a very
special experience.”

She paid $12,000 to rent the island,
$4,000 for the food and another $1,000
for the fireworks display on the first day.
She estimates that she would have spent
the same amount if she had held her wed-
ding in a hotel in Singapore.

Most of her guests paid for their own
ferry transport to Bintan and the accom-
modation and food for the second day.

The extra day on the island provided
time for the couple to relax and spend
time with their friends. Ms Yang chilled
out by the beach while Mr Yeo played soc-
cer with his friends.

“The island holds such a special place
in my heart that I may perhaps rent it
again to celebrate my husband’s 50th
birthday in future,” she says.

Another Singaporean, shipping direc-
tor Sebastian Lee, 57, booked Pulau Joyo
for his daughter’s post-wedding celebra-
tion.

She got married in Singapore on Sept
1, and Mr Lee invited about 30 family and
friends who helped out with the wedding
to spend that weekend in Pulau Joyo.

He had initially planned to fly every-
one to Bali but opted for Pulau Joyo
instead.

Mr Lee says: “Pulau Joyo was good
because it provided the exclusivity and

seclusion for the group to bond.”
Mr Lee paid about $20,000 to rent

the island for two days, and about
$3,000 for the cost of the ferry from
Singapore to Bintan. From Bintan, the
resort arranged for transportation to
the island.

Mr Lee’s daughter, Clare, loved the
post-wedding trip.

“My re l a t i v e s ca l l ed i t a
‘bondingmoon’. It was a novelty to
have everyone on the island spending
time together. I also felt like a queen
that weekend, surrounded by all my
friends and family on our own island,”
says the finance manager.

hfhuang@sph.com.sg

Where: Isle Des Indes, Pulau Seribu,
Java Sea

What: Once a deserted island in a state
of abandonment, the Isle Des Indes is
now a hidden gem among the hundreds
of islands in Pulau Seribu.

Measuring less than a hectare, the
island houses three villas – a luxurious
Javanese joglo, a simple Balinese
lumbung which is a traditional house
used to store rice, and a Malay-style
guesthouse raised on short stilts. They
can accommodate a total of eight guests.

Staff include an island manager, but-
lers, cleaning team and chefs. Meals com-
prise a mix of Western and Indonesian
cuisine, including barbecued seafood.

The island was developed as a private
retreat by Indonesian David Salman, 67,
a former chief executive officer of an oil
drilling services company in Indonesia,
more than 20 years ago.

He decided to open it up for rental
last month, at the suggestion of a friend.

Visitors to the island can do a range of
water sports from waterskiing and kayak-
ing to snorkelling. They can also go
island-hopping onboard the Raden Mas,
an 18m-long vintage English motor sail-
ing yacht, to islands such as Pulau Belan-
da, Kotok, and Putri, where they can
snorkel or dive to see sea turtles, corals,
and sometimes, dolphins. There is a
crew onboard the yacht.

Getting there: Fly to Jakarta’s Soekar-
no-Hatta International Airport. Take a
15-minute car ride from the airport to An-
col Marina, where guests can opt to take
a four-hour leisure cruise onboard the
Raden Mas to the island, or, if they are
pressed for time, the resort can arrange
for speedboat or helicopter transfers at
an extra cost. The speedboat ride takes
11/2 hours, while the helicopter takes you
there in 15 minutes.

Price: From US$2,900 (S$3,786) a night
for eight adults, with a minimum stay of
three nights. The price includes land and
boat transfers from Jakarta, accommoda-
tion, meals, watersports and fishing
equipment and a half-day island-hop-
ping tour onboard the Raden Mas. The is-
land is closed from January to March due
to the unpredictable weather.

To b o o k : C a l l J o a n n e o n
+62-81-138-02866, or e-mail info@
isledesindes.com. Go to www.isledesin-
des.com for more information.

Where: Nikoi Island, located off the east
coast of Bintan

What: With its 15 vernacular stilted
beach houses made of driftwood and
Alang Alang grass on roofs (above), the
houses are not the run-of-the-mill build-
ings that one can find in the resort
stretch of Bintan.

The 15 one-, two- or three-bedroom
beach houses come with king-sized beds,
balconies overlooking the beach,
attached bathrooms in each bedroom,
and deck areas with day beds and sun
lounges.

The island can accommodate 42
guests and there are 70 staff. Activities
include water sports such as snorkelling,

sailing, kayaking and windsurfing, and a
15m granite rock wall for rock climbing.

There is a beautiful marine eco-
system with stunning corals and marine
life such as moray eels and stingrays just

50m away from the island.
The fixed menu at the island’s two

main dining rooms changes daily, depend-
ing on the freshest ingredients that can
be found on the mainland market that

day. So the menu can range from barbe-
cued prawns and squid to Western fare
such as pasta salad.

The concept of an escape from the
urban jungle has clearly worked as the
island which has become so popular that
those who want to book it have to do so a
year in advance.

Getting there: Take a 45-minute ferry
from Singapore to Bintan. The staff of
Nikoi will be at the ferry terminal to help
you clear Customs. Then, take a
one-hour car ride to the Kawal jetty locat-
ed on the east coast of Bintan. From
there, it is a 30-minute boat ride to Nikoi
Island.

Price: From $11,500 a night for 42 peo-
ple from Sundays to Thursdays, and
$12,000 a night from Fridays to Satur-
days. The price includes meals and use of
most water sports equipment. Transport
from Bintan ferry terminal to Nikoi costs
from $90 an adult.

To book: E-mail relax@nikoi.com or go
to www.nikoi.com
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Hiring your own private paradise in
an island getaway complete with
staff in waiting is not just for the
super-rich

Isle Des Indes’ accommodation on
offer ranges from a luxurious joglo to a
simpler Balinese lumbung (above).
PHOTO: ISLE DES INDES

Ideal for island hoppers

Be at one with nature

Nikoi Island and its 70-strong staff played host to Mr Gerard Yeo and his wife Yang Wenhao (both below) who celebrated their
wedding on the beach. PHOTOS: NIKOI ISLAND, JOHN15 PHOTOGRAPHY

Ariara Island’s (right)
eight beachfront
villas (above) were
designed by
renowned Filipino
architect Jorge Yulo.
PHOTOS: ARIARA
ISLAND
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Visit www.hotels.com or callVisit www.hotels.com or call 800 120 5131800 120 5131 ((Toll FreeToll Free))
*Price is per room per night based on two people sharing and is exclusive of all fees and taxes. Rates are subject to availability. Minimum stay requirements and blackout
dates may apply. Offers available for bookings until 11.59pm Singapore time on 30 September, 2011, and stays until 31 January 2011, unless otherwise specified. Prices
correct on September 12, 2011. ^Price Match Guarantee. If, after you have booked a pre-paid hotel on Hotels.com, you find a lower rate on Hotels.com or on another
website prior to the Property’s cancellation deadline, we will either, at our option, refund the difference to you or cancel the reservation without penalty. Package bookings
and bookings that cannot be cancelled are not eligible for this guarantee. Visit www.hotels.com for full terms and conditions. #This discount code (or coupon) may be
used to book a prepaid Price Match Guarantee hotel (excluding bookings for hotel partners listed http://www.hotels.com/deals/hotel-exclusions_apac/), with Hotels.com
Singapore; the coupon entitles you to 5% discount off your total reservation cost (exclusive of any taxes, fees or VAT); Valid for hotel bookings until 11.59pm Singapore
time on 30 September, 2011 and stays until 31 October, 2011; Coupon use is subject to further terms and conditions. Visit www.hotels.com for details.
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Beshotels.Beshotels.
Besprices.Besprices.
Bnow.Bnow.

on these and thousands
of other great hotel deals

when you book online with
this discount code

SAVE AN
EXTRA 5%#

Find a cheaperFind a cheaper
hotel rate?hotel rate?

We’ll match it.We’ll match it.^̂

Hotels.com Singapore

Tokyo

APA Villa Hotel Akasaka-
Mitsuke 50% off

Keikyu EX Inn Shinagawa
Ekimae 50% off

Best Western Shinjuku ASTINA
Hotel Tokyo 50% off

$99*

$107*

$145*

from
SG

from
SG

from
SG

Kyoto

Mitsui Garden Hotel Kyoto
Sanjo 50% off

Royal Park Hotel The Kyoto
50% off

Hotel Monterey Kyoto
40% off

$64*

$94*

$101*

from
SG

from
SG

from
SG

Keio Plaza Tokyo
50% off

$168*
from

SG

Osaka

Hotel New Hankyu
50% off

Hotel Vista Grande
50% off

Hotel Monterey Osaka
50% off

Hotel Monterey Grasmere
50% off

$100*

$107*

$112*

$118*

from
SG

from
SG

from
SG

from
SG

Shibuya Excel Hotel Tokyu
50% off

$190*
from

SG

Castaway fantasy

PHOTO: TIGER ISLANDS
VILLAGE & ECO RESORT

A splash
of fun

Nikoi Island which is
located just off Bintan is
a two-hour-plus journey
from Singapore.
PHOTO: NIKOI ISLAND

PHOTO: PULAU JOYO
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