A new breed of luxury
villas combine comfort
with adventure, writes

Lauren Steventon.

RORY HUNTER 2nd his wife discow-
ered the untouched Cambodian sland
of S5ong Saa by accident.

“Wie didn't set out to develop a pri-
vate island,” says Hunter. "It was anly
when we rented a fiching boat for two
weeks that we discoverad this amazing
archipelago. One night we mooned up
and spent the evening watching the
cum set, eating fresh prawns and had
one of the most peacelul and memara-
ble experiances af aur lives. We
thought then kow amazing it would be
b share this with other peaple.”

And 50 the idea far a different Kind
of private island retreat wes barn. The
Hunters represent a new breed of [uxu-
ry traveller who want to combine ser-
vice and style with an authentic and ad-
VENTUNJus exparance.

Song Saz, which opens early mext
year, will appeal 1o guests who "may be
high met-worth individwals today, but
were bachpacking arcundthewaorkd 20-
30 years ago. Whike their bank balances
mzy have changed, their sense of ad-
veniure nasn't,” says Rory.

Jong 5aa spans the islands of Kah
CQwenand Koh Bong inthe rarely visited
Cambodian Keh Rang archipelagao.
There are the usual villas, & spa and
wellness centre, wetersports and pool
However, 5ong 5ag is not anly about in-
gulgimg, but imdulging in Cambodia.
“The goal & 10 ensure each guest feels
like Ehey are staying on their awn pri-
vate island, whilst never losing the
cense ol place,” says Hunter.
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5o had Privale lang, Cambools™s fret loaury privase

The Z7 villatz have een constructed
Irom sustainable materials in the style
of & Cambodian fishing willage. As little
a5 possible has been developed - the
'-'i!"l;lil"l rainforast, the wildlite and the lo-
cal peaple are all 10 there. Guests can
Kayak wp f'resh water estuaries, hike
H'Il'l:ll.ll:_ll'l rainfarest to waterfalls, wisit
fishing villages and engage with the
conseryvation research programs
alnn;i':e residen? sCientisis.

Similarly, executive chel heil“'al;ll!f'
has imbuwed the cuisine with a touch of
Cambodian herita qe. Farmerly ol
Marth Island in the Seychelles, Wager
cpent months I.'ii'til"lq remote Knmear
'-'i||-al;|E5 b pick wg local tips.

“The unigue flevours af Khmer cui-
cime are relatively unknown to the
world. Everyt ning an evary platewill be
GNAwTI locaily and cur seafood sourced
from Cambadia's ;’I'.'M'il'lg community
of sustainable lishermen,” hesays. "I'm
on a personal journey to create a menw
that bends old and new.”

The Hunters are not the ondy cnes
Lo TEEIZII;IFiSE' the possibility tar a new
Kind al luxury retreat. Ariara is in the
Calamian Islands of the Prilippines,
ome of the most big-diverse marine
areas in the world. Ownar Charles
McCulloch was aim 'Fq far “SJ:II'ﬂEtl'IiI'II;I
withiout the commencial feel of a hatel,
more personal, maore remote and pri-
vate, but £1il with il the luxuries”.

.I'l.ll:ll'lgildE this luxury, there & a dis-
tinctly Filiping feat the tll.li|lji|'|;‘5 Nave
been IﬂEill:_ll'IElj by architect -Jl:lrl;IE Yulo

sharad resnct, Feahures rosiic ohic design

&nd every item af furniture made by la-
cal eraftsmen using tragitional skills,
much of it in the island's own workshag,

“Ewerything about staying on Aria-
rafs an adventure.” says McCullech,
“Fram diving and boating, or kayaking
bo wisiting naighbauring islands ang vil-
lages. Of course, if you just want enjoy
the uninterrupted ocean view ar
lounge in the poal, that's fine toa.

Unlike Cambadia and the Philip-
pines, Malaysia is nostrangar to lumry
travelers. The resorts of Langkawl eas-
ily rival their Indian Ocean cousins. But
they are nat exactly adveniurous. Then
there's Pangker Laut: 120 hactares af
islard have been minimally developes -
just enough 1o prosice WO luxdry villas
and eight new estates.

The estates gravide guests with
helicopter transter, butler, privateintin-
ity-edge pool and use of a yacht - in
short, 2l of the halimarks of a luxury
island retreat. However, guests are alsa
enceuraged to explore the heritage af
the area, whether that i excursions ta
wisit the villages and temples of neigh-
bouring Pangkor Island, batik painting
in Emerald Bay, or exploring the jungle
With resident naturalist Lncle ig.

Whareas an many Malaysian
islands visitors might share the beach
&nd jungle with guests from other re-
sorts, on Pangkar Laut it will be ma-
cague mankeys, monitor lizards and
yellow-pied hornbills. & chance to truty
experience the island's heritage - and
niot & backpack in sight. B

ISLE BE THERE

SOEE Saa [ROnEsas. corm):
(Mfers rates {rom WISS668 per
person per night, including

spepdboal transler.

Ariara Island

[arfaraisland.com): Availalble

[raern LFSS295 per person per
night basex o a party of 15-17

ELiEsts in low seasan.

Pangkaor Lail
[pangkarlautresorleom):
Rafes [rom USE350 or Estales
Irapar LIS SR, D00 For tfuree pighrs,
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