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Desert is\and dream in remotest

After more than 24 hours’ travel, Jemima
Sissons arrived on the paradise island of Ariara

5 the plane rumbles along

from Manila o Busuanga in

the Palewan peninsula in the

Philippines, the smiling stevw
ardess at the front sarts pladng a
garme of “Show and Tell™ 1o an ensap
tured andience, in e absenoe of TV
to divert us. First penion to hold up a
e, wins a thermeos flask. Mext perion
0 hold up a_ passport gets a cool bag
with anatty alriine design om. Half the
passengers shoot thelr arms upwaving.
them furously. 1 ok my neadoor
H;Eﬁu. |J'dL|1.3 11 n:ndul;m'l'\’l'w
what o in W U
'ry?':hr}:;n ul:Enh-:\;ﬂughla.mcuﬁr::
bt by Fnad.  poin s with gasto.

1 then mke one look below at the
enidbess clear blue te panctosted with
perfiect Blands, white sands glinting
and coral reefs aburdant, and the jet
lag from the epic journey [three
flights, and more jeameying o come)
dissppest. A we ooise 1o touch down
orver the Blands, the san castiing o glint
across the tarquoise waters.
Crosby starts crooning on the sound
sysiem "I'm dreaming of a ‘White
Chriszreas™. This is sumedyy the o sums
peal flighe of my Life

Hstuangs Xirpos iF & Tny oement
building. oows grazing alosgside,
waxy palms shooting inte the sky
From here it is a jolly van ride to the
secty. the young drivers memily singing
alomg o Beach Bovs amd  Hodel

Califormds, 'he oldbes are chear
Garvoiarites biéne,
I don't book much of an sdventuner;

cumpled  shirt and mucky white
jeans, but | certainty fee] like one, as |
step anto the gracefal hall of the K1

The Boar, o becx] Bands (Fishing boat
with outEgeerl i5 Uhe LSt o0 befohe
we finally reach oar paradise ishe, We
change indo oar bikinis ard sarongs
amd tuck ino an unbelismable hunch of
kilawin na tanigue, a sor of ceviche
uing Spanish mackere] (Bof &5 Rasny
B soumids, 11 rather 18 manal, ma
inated in coconut milk and child,
washed down with a sweet mango
smoothie

Tt final destination is the private
nd of Anara Cemeed by English
Charkss and Carrli MoCullooh,

il ye re looking for a sechsded
Robifsoh Crisos Petivy - with mans
cuares. jet skis and pourmet Sood
thrown in = it dossn’t get better than
this. Bought in 3005 and opened as a

sl

TRAVEL
BY ZOE STRIMPEL

Erote] ist yedr, Anars sleepd i ia 17 &
seven villas and cottages, and oomes
fully staffed. The Bland B based
apgumnid the philosophy of feeling lilke it
& your own home, é’JI. with all the
comfoes of a hotel. There is all you
gt fuch a3 alrcon. chothes are
wwailed and pressed dadly, the stail are
wonderful: the oaly dewndide is that
not all roeoms hive wifh which s

anpeing. theugh all commyunal areas
do. Yer unlike modt ocher privace
islands, it is {relatively alfordable, A
week at fall capacity works out ac an
exceptionally reasonable £195 per per-
son per day, which inclisdes all meals
imdnus boome, petral and massages),
and WaleTSpOrTs

Adter leasning. we et off, wopping at
a breathtaking James  Bond-sque

lagoon, flamked with towering wol-
canlc shards, After 24 hours of travel
{althesgh its possible o sgnificantly
shorten el time with povaie
planes) a swim has never fell so good
A fourbour gentle mide on the K]
jowned Ty the MoCullocks for wee on
the islapd| or hourdong ripmy speed
b then takes you o Aram

The L?Inncrq' ks baallx on the western

sade of the isbasd. & leag ey imanes
you info the main villa, built on the
traditional “arytwme” noofing design,
with a round table that woald tarm
King Arthur green with envy, Dinners
&ré communal apd taken Bire, the
cool breee coming thaough Use open
doors; vases of purple orchids adding
colour. | was staying in a raised jungle
villa, an outdoor bounging area below,

Graydon Carter's Monkey Bar

Heading bo Mew ork? i realy rustnl miss ool on the
Fotfesd new-old restaiman® in Sovn. Manhabian's kg
endhary Monkoy Elar, with 2 k=t of nequlars that has
inchaded Dorotiny Parker, Termesiies iiilar. and Markon
[Brando, s bsen given an overhal by mone o Han
Vanity Fair éditor Grnydon Carter, the new ownir Alang
wiith ks, pawrfiner Kon Friodman, Carter has asermbled
drvam feam of the best chefs and mbaiogests. Damon
Wine's conldng diem o the bold Sxeours and ingrod-
ety of Armerica’s mgions and heartlands: think mast red
grouper with heiricom beans: cockdes, guanciale. sour
dough anl celery s, Coloradi Lamib with ratsutal
Sweiss charel e Borseracksh, and cenaron paena wotfa
welth et artiplin and rosenary, The Elyste Holel o0

Eursf Sty Streed, ronbetaermewionk com

For am talian getaway thes spring o
summer, baook in at the hotly tipged
Minstens Santa Rosa Hokel and Spa,
opriing i Mt Suspended v the Bay
of Salerna, the Robel was 3 1ith century
e iy il it s of 20 guast
oot and suites, all with sea views, 3
restaurant, & heabed nfnily peol. sk
i Lo gardens spread over
five: Riers, a histonic hivh garden and a
private 12th century chapel The spa
ncorporates. a lbyminth of historic
monastic spaces and owtdoor panilom.

Opreaing 17 May: Roores starf frony E375
s T o o b bass. wawvemonas-
fersmtarnsa.com

[TC opens a new flagship
venture in Chennai

Channai is to gain a S00-reom luxury
bl Trom Apeil wilh The opesing of
the ITC Grard Chola, located bebween
e Birport and the eitieedd dibrck
The 10-slorey property is Ml‘lrld.] ter
the Chola Emnpine, whith nelgned over
mast of scuth India rrurr the 9th-131k
century.

wvncichatals i TTC GravdiChoks
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