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New in Paperback

Religion in the 
Public Square
Sheen, King, Falwell

James M. Patterson

James M. Patterson 
examines how three 
very different members 
of clergy each persuaded 
politicians and ordinary 
people that his theolog-
ical ideas formed the 
foundation of American 
politics.

Paperback $24.95
Ebook $24.95 

“This provocative volume brings together three religious 
leaders that make for an odd grouping: Fulton Sheen, Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and Jerry Falwell. Patterson argues that these 
three men strained against the boundary between religion and 
politics in the United States, which finally collapsed under the 
pressure placed on church–state separation by Falwell’s reli-
gious right. . . . Patterson uncovers some of the deft theological 
moves these three figures made in order to bring religion to 
bear on a liberal democracy. They demonstrate the primacy 
of the church in ministerial politics and suggest that the one 
constant in church–state relationships is a perversion of both 
institutions.”—Journal of Church and State


