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@ Gabriel FAURE

A fairly early pianistic gem inspired by Liszt
— les jeux d’eau a la Villa d’Este — and this
is how the composer writes of its genesis :

« the sound of water and the musical effects
heard from jets, waterfalls, cascades and
streams...» In English the title translates as
“Fountains”, or described as water features
in gardens, such as those at the palace of

Versailles.

Ravel’s teacher and dedicatee held this piece

in great esteem; a deservedly successful

work, gaining great success rapidly and
establishing Ravel’s personality and style. It
was first performed in 1902 and its musical

essence much influenced his contemporaries.

Quoted in the first edition manuscript by
Ravel is a short French text by Henri de
Régnier: “the river god laughs as the water
tickles him ...” Such wonderful music richly
evoking the movement and subtlety of water,
original and unmatched at the beginning of

the twentieth century.

Versailles — le Bassin de Neptune
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