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1. At 1ts 513th meeting held on 15 December 1954, the General Assembly
referred to the Fifth Committee for consideration and report an additional
item proposed.by the Secretary-General end entitled "Commemoration of the
tenth anniversary of the United Nations in 1955".

2. The Fifth Qomittee ‘considered the item at its L4BLth meeting on 16 December.
Tt noted an explenatory memorandum from the Secretary-General (A/286l4) together
with two annexes: the first agnex contained the text of e letter dategd

T December 1954 from the Meyor of the Ciﬁy of San Francieco addressed to the
Generael Assembly of the United Nations, which had been transmitted to the
Secretary-General by the Representative of the United States of America; the
saccnd annex contained a draft resolution prepared by the Secretary-General.

A preliminary stetement of fipancisl implications (A/C.5/620) was also drawn
up by the Secretary-Ceneral. ’

3. The Secretary—General informed the Fifth Committee’ that in the light of
the discussion which had taken Place at the 101st meeting of the General
Committee during the discussion on the question of the inclusion of the item,
and of subsequent comsultetions with regard to this matter, he had considered
it edvisable to prepere o new draft resolﬁtioﬁ taking into account the polnts
made by several delegatlions in the Géneral Committee. Under the reviged
proposal, a2 seven-day commamoration would take place at San F?ancisco

from 20 to 26 June 1955, end would include four days of unofficial meetings of

! 534608



__lnﬂ'l.l...:h
Papge 2

the Members of the United Nations. Under the circumstances, the Secretary-
General ho;ed that discussicn in the Fifth Committee would centre. around his
reviged draft resolution (4/C.5/L.%29). He steted that Section A of the

revised draft resolution was in effect a call for & speciael effort to be made
‘throughout the world in 1955 - the tenth saniversery yeer of the signing of

the Cherter - to promote wider understending and support for the Uﬁited Natlons
throughout the world, and affirmed the im@ortance that the General Assembly

hed attached to the two amniversaries, 26 June and 24 October.

. Section B of the draft resolutionjwae,eubmitﬁed in response to the deeply
appreclated invitation by the City of San Freneieco and deelt specifically with
the plans for a commemorabtion in that.city'in Juﬁe 1955 of the tenth anniversery
of the slgning of the Charter. The SecretaryeGenerel gtated that, in accordence
with the view that appeared to be widely held, United Nations active participation
in such a comuemoration should be limlted to seven days, three days being devoted
to a serious gemeral programme on the United Nations, and four days, to unofficial
meetings of the Members of £he United Nations, These lstter meetings would

be conducted in the form of meetinges of the General Assembly at which
representatives of the sixty Member States would make statements relating to the
comwemoratlon of the tenuh annivereary of the United Natlons and on the origins
end purposes cf the world Organization and its plans in world affairs, in &
broad perepective which wculd be eppropriate to a commemoretive occasicn and
which would conbribute to wider uﬁderetaﬁding of and support for the

United Nations.

2+ The Acting Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions stated that that Committee hed been notified in advance of
the Sec“etary-General‘s views and had hed en opportunity of consldering the
finencial implicaticns of his revised proposal, which, of necessity, modified
the sietement of fimenrcial implicaticne submitied earlier Ty the Secretary-Generel.
6. In respect of expendituree for the travel of repreeentaiivee, the Advisory
Committee observed that the Becretery-General hed rightly attached imgportance

o the attendenee, vherever possible, of the Forelgn Ministers of Member States,
and noted that the estimate of $59,500 submitted by the-&eeretary-General was
based on the expectation end hope that et.leaet fifty of the sixty Member States
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would be so represented. While fully agreeing with this approach, the Advisory
Cammittee proposed a slightly d@ifferent budgebtary srrangement, which it did
not consider would prejudice im exy way the efforks of the Secretary-General
to emsure the attendance at the commemoration of the largest possible number
of Foreign Ministers,” It recommended thet & geparate provision of $40,000
should be included in the budget for travel of representatives, on the
understending that if this sum should prove tnsufficient, the Secretary-General
should have suthority to draw the balance vequived from the Working Capital
Pund. It comsidered, howaver, that if, on the contrary, a sum of $40,000
should prove more than adequate to meet the cost of travel expenditures for
representatives, any savings remlised should not be used for amy other purpose.
T. Begarding the remeining items tn the ngfetary-General's original
estimates, the Advisory Committee noted that the shortening of the meeting
period would have an apprecieble effect on the_budgetaiy provision required
for a number of items. Emphasizing the necessity to restrict travel of staff
members to be sent from Headquarters only to those whose presence the
Secretery-General considered essential for servicing the meetinge or for
substantive duties, the Advisory Committiee reconmended that, for this second
end separate part of the estimates, a total provision for $60,000 should be
approved,

8, In the light of these statements, the Fifth Committee discussed the
Secretary-General's revised draft resolution (4/C.5/1.329). Sweden had
proposed an amendment thereto (A/C.5/L.330) which would provide that the
unofficial meetings enviseged under section B should be pfesided over by

Mr. Eelco van Kleffens, Preéident of the ninth session of the General Assembly.
9. The draft resolution proposed by the Secretary-General recelved the warm
support of many delegations. They also desired to record their wholehearted
appreciation of the generous invitation from the officials and pecple of the
City of Sen Francisco, and for the allocation of funds by its Board of Bupervisors,
which would make the event possible. |
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19, Many delegations agreed that the event should be commemorative in nature
end thaet 1t should not be an occaaion for political controversy or for debate

on speclfic issues, since that woulﬁ be unprofitable and not fitting to the
commemoretion of an historie occaaian with which the Gity of San Franclsco was
8o memorably linked.

1. Some disappointment was expressed at the restriative neture of the prﬁposed‘
ceremonies, but delegations expreeaing this attituﬂe were none the leaa prepared
to support the Secretery- General’s proposals in view of the wideapread support
they had received.

12, The amendment proposed by Swaden also received widespread support iIn the
Fifth Committee, The point wae raisaﬂ, bhowavey, by one aelegation that, in

view of the uncfficial character qf thﬂ avaﬁg, it felt & 11ttle hesitant about
the constitutionality and precedent of having the current session of the

General Assembly decide upon a matter which appeared to fall more apprppriately ,
within the rrovinee of the Msmhera attending the meetings.

13, Many delegations conaiaere& it t0 be important that eny impression of
extravagance should be evoided as that would be harmful to the event., In
consequence, they welcomed the ravised proposala of the Sacretary-ﬁeneral and
expressed their keen support and agreemsnt for the approach teken by the Advisory
Comuittes regarding the finencing of the project.
1%, Referriug to the limitation in total expenditure for the Secretariat
perticipation in the conference, the Secretary-General stated that he was prepared
- to follow the line recommended by the Advisory Committee on the underatanding
that he would do his best to proviﬂe for all necessery errangements on that
besis, but if he should find it impossible to underteke those arvengements
edequately, he would consult with the Aﬂvisory Committee regarﬁing weys and
means of obtaining ad&itional help. The Sacreﬁaryuﬁeneral recognized that the
Advisory Committes's raeqmmsnﬂamdnma inmaied an appreciable reduchlon, both in
the travel of staff members and in the serviaea to be provided, as compared

with his original estimates baaeﬂ upon & ceramgny of longer duration, and a
'scaling down of his original plan.

15, The Committee mecordingly epproved, by 40 voies to none, with 2 abotentlons,
- the recommendation of the Advisory Committee thet, in respect of this ltem,

the 1955 budget estimates for section 1 should be inecreessed by an amount

of $100,000, compriaing e separate provision of $160,000 for the trmvel of
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representatives and $6O 0CQ for ail other itam& The Committee then approved
the draft resolution without objection,

16. In the light of its considerstion of thile item, the Fifth Committee
recomimends to the General Assembly the adoptlon of the following resolution:

COMMEHDRﬂiiﬂﬂ OF. THR TEHTH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE UNITED NATIOHS IN 1955

A

The Ceneral Assembly, _ f

Rec&lliqg that the Chﬁrter éﬁ the United Wations was signed on
26 June 1945 in the City of San Francisco and that it came into force
on 24 October 1945,

‘Cohsidering that both the tenth arniversary of the signing of the
Cherter end the tenth anniversary of its coming into force on the date
which the General Assembly has designated 88 United Nations Day provide
fitting occasions to promote grester understanding of the purposes and
of the work of the United Natioms,

1. Calls upon the Governments of all Member States end invites the
Governments of non-member States to give wull eppropriate support to
progremmes 1n thelr own countries designed to commemorate the tenth
anniversary of the United Nations in 1955; |

2, Ipvites the specialized agencies to assist in the observence of
the tenth anniversary of the United Nations inm 1955.

B

The General Assembly,

thing the invitetion of the City of San Franclsco of 7 December 1954,

1. Recommends the acceptance, by the Govermment of each Member State,
of the invitation of the City of Sen Framcisco to hold & commemorative
meeting in that City in 1955, and thanks the officials and the people of
the City for thelr hospitality;
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2. Decides to commemorate the tenth epniversary of the signing
of the Charter in the Clty of San Framcisco by arrenging & seven-day
commemoration, including four days of ‘uno*?f"icial meetings 6f the Members
of the United Nations, to be held in Sen Fremcisco from 20 to 26 Jume 1955,
the unofficial meetings 0 ber pr&siﬂ.eﬂ over by Mr. Eelco van Kleffens,
President of the nimth session of the (eneral hssembly;

3. Reguests the Secretary-ﬁeneré.l, in éo-operation with & committee
consisting of the representatives of ' | ..
and in comsultation with the ¢ivic euthorities of the City of San Pramclsco,
to arrange the programme for the'eemémdratioﬁ,

b, Authorizes the Seeretm-@em to conclude an agreement with
the City of San Franzisco on the e.llocation of costa of such a commemoration;
5. : Authorizes the payment of the travel of ome repreaenta.tive of
each Member from the capitsl of the country or from Beadquarters, as the

cese may be ; to San Fremcisco end return; ' ,
6. Muthorizes the Secretery-Gemeral to provide the mecessary staff
and services within the budget apgroved for the comemoration,
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